VOLUME 76 NUMBER 8 AaucusTt 1983

Next year’s subscriptions at
this year’s prices

Continually rising costs (especially paper, printing and postage) make
price increases inevitable for a monthly journal such as Bnitisk Birds. We
have always felt that our subscribers would prefer small annual increases in
line with inflation rather than irregular, large price increases. We shall,
therefore, be raising the subscription price of British Birds.

Despite the recession, however, our financial position is sufficiently
secure to allow us to delay the price rise (due on st August 1983) until Ist
November, and to allow all our loyal, regular readers to resubscribe for
1984 at the 1982/83 price. Payments (in sterling: by cheque, PO or Giro)
must arrive before Ist November 1983 to qualify for this concession. We
sincerely hope that all our readers take this opportunity to avoid the
impending price increase. As well as being our way of saying “Thank you’ to
our supporters, it will help us by improving our cash-flow and by spreading
the subscription-renewal workload.

Please resubscribe for 1984 now, using the form in the centre of this
issue (page viii). Eps

Size-illusion

P.J. Gran:

ccurate judgment of the size of a bird is apparently even more difficult

9 than I suggested in my earlier contribution on the subject (Grant
1980). Then, I believed that the difficulties stemmed only from the inability
of the eye to judge accurately relative distances and perspective at long
range. Now, I realise that a potentially highly misleading illusion may also
be operating whenever binoculars or telescopes are used. Illusory relative
sizes and perspective angles are created, giving a false impression that
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