SOUTHWEST REGION
/ Patricia R. Snider

The spring of 1971 was unusually cool, windy,
and very dry; “as dry as anyone can
remember” (BJ). It was said to be the driest in
25 years or more. Since last October there
have been few storms. Hard freezes were still
occurring in the northern highlands until June.
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Yet, because of the weather conditions, it was
one of the liveliest and most exciting migrations
in years, with “eastern-type” waves of migrants
concentrated near streams and held back by the
cold. Most arrivals were delayed and nesting had
not yet begun. The migration was clearly extend-
ing into June. Some species lingered longer before
continuing on their northward journey.

All stteams and ponds were low and winds
were drying the seeps, thus moving birds to new
habitats generally on the edges of towns. Some
high altitude birds were staying lower than usual,
while many species were still in flocks at the end
of May.

The cold retarded plant growth and curtailed
blossoming. Vegetation was also seared by drought
—"only the mesquites were in cheerful bloom"”
(BJ). Many range and forest fires were being fought
and forests were closed to most activities. The cold
also apparently affected insect life. In the Chiri-
cahua Mts,, Cochise Co., Ariz. flycatchers were
found to be starving; W. Tanagers and others
had little or no fat reserves (SR). Many insect-
eaters came to suet feeders all during the spring.

LooNs, GREBES—A Com. Loon was seen Apr.
12 at the Dexter Fish Hatchery, Chaves Co.,
N. Mex. (ED). Two more were seen near lvins,
Washington Co., Utah on May 7 (GK). Two or 3
W. Grebes were near Cliff, Grant Co., N. Mex.
Apr. 25 (CD, BE) to May 8 (RF, et al.). Another
was seen at San Ildefonso Pueblo, Santa Fe Co.,
N. Mex. May 20 (LH). A Least Grebe was seen
at Big Bend Nat’l Park, Tex. Apr. 15 (RW).

CORMORANTS, PELICANS—Found at Phoenix,
Ariz. May 15 were 3 White Pelicans (RT). An
unusual number was the 8 Double-crested Cormo-
rants near Patagonia, Santa Cruz Co., Ariz. May
2 (WM).

HEeRroNs, IBis—Two Little Blue Herons were
found at Bitter Lake Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, near
Roswell, N. Mex. May 8 (DB, VM); 1 was
counted at El Paso, Tex. the same day (E.P.A.S.),
another was seen near Las Cruces, N. Mex. Apr.
16 (SW); and 1 was in Tucson, Ariz. May 26-31
(HF, GG). An Am. Bittern was seen near Nogales,
Ariz. May 6 (BFW); with 1-3 found on Bitter L.
Refuge from Apr. 28 (JHS) to May 8 (DB). Sin-
gle Least Bitterns were sighted at Big Bend Park
on Apr. 15 (RW), at El Paso May 8 (E.P.A.S.),
near Phoenix May 18 (SD), and near Winkleman,
Pinal Co., Ariz. May 20 (SD, HL, ER). Three
White-faced Ibis were at Ganado Lake, Apache
Co., Ariz. May 17 (BJB, WW); while 1 was seen
at Winkleman May 20 (SD, HL, ER).

GEeeseE, Ducks—A White-fronted, a Snow, and
a Ross’ Goose remained in Phoenix until May §
(SD). A Snow Goose was at Bitter L. Refuge
May 8 (N.M.), and a Ross’ Goose wintered at
Las Vegas, Nev. until Apr. 15 (CL, MVM et al.).
Black-bellied Tree Ducks arrived late near Nogales
May 6 (BFW), and 2 were seen in Tucson on
May 8 (PN). Many species of ducks lingered

American Birds, August 1971






throated Swifts were counted May 23 near Win-
kleman (CT, MM, RAW).

HuMMINGBIRDS—There were 3 reports of Luci-
fer Hummingbirds, none definitely verified. A ?
was seen between Nogales and Patagonia May 2
(IL, PN); 1 was in Florida Canyon, Santa Rita
Mts. near Tucson Apr. 27 (fide BFW); and a pair
was in Cave Creek Canyon, Chiricahua Mts. May
8-10 (fide SR). A ¢ Costa’s Hummingbird was
seen near St. George, Utah May 7 (GK). Usually
nesting from January to March, an Anna’s Hum-
mingbird nest in Phoenix Apr. 6-May 4 was very
late (SD). A rare spring migrant was a & Cal-
liope Hummingbird in Silver City May 21 (MZ).
A 3 Rivoli's Hummingbird was photographed in
Madera Canyon, Santa Rita Mts., May 3-4 (CL).
Another was in Phoenix May 27 for the second
Maricopa Co. record (BB). The first Violet-
crowned Hummingibrd appeared near Nogales on
the early date of May 2 (BFW). The White-
eared Hummingbird, now quite regular in Ram-
sey Canyon, first arrived May 1 (JP, FS).

TrocoN, KINGFISHERS — The  Coppery-tailed
Trogon was apparently very late in returning.
Only one report came in: May 22 in Cave Creek
Canyon (RF). A Belted Kingfisher was seen at
8000 ft. at Rose Canyon L. on Mt. Lemmon,
Santa Catalina Mts. near Tucson Apr. 16 (JA,
DL). The sighting of a Ringed Kingfisher at
Amado, Santa Cruz Co., Ariz. Apr. 15 (JA) was
unconfirmed. It has only been reported in recent
years from the Lower Rio Grande in Texas.

WOODPECKERS, Brcarp—Late for the lowlands
were a Lewis’” Woodpecker north of Phoenix May
12 (ER) and 1 on the Desert Game Range May
11 (CL). Also late were a Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker at Patagonia May 2 (WM) and 1 in Guad-
alupe Canyon, Cochise Co., Ariz. May 29 (CFL).
A ? Williamson’s Sapsucker was on Mt. Lem-
mon April 30 (AR). A Downy Woodpecker, which
stayed at Bitter Lake Refuge all winter, was last
seen Apr. 8 (JCC, LK). An Arizona Woodpecker
was in Garden Canyon, Huachuca Mts.. Apr. 14
(JA). The first Rose-throated Becard returned to
Patagonia on the late date of May 22 (BH).

FLycaTcHERS—A Tropical Kingbird at Amado
on May 1 was early (PN). The Thick-billed King-
bird arrived late to Patagonia May 9 (BH); while
1 was seen in Big Bend Park May 25. It may be
the same one that wintered in a different locality
(RW). Probably owing to the lack of insects,
Wied’s Crested Flycatchers were observed eating
hummingbirds in both Cave Crcek and Ramsey
Canyons (fide PN). A very emaciated one died
soon after it was caught by hand in Cave Creek
Canyon May 9 (SR). Most species were late in
arriving. A Traill’s Flycatcher was still at Kino
Bay, Sonora, Mexico at the end of May and had
not yet migrated (SR). A W. Flycatcher (race
difficilis) was at Komatke, Maricopa Co., Ariz.
June 6 (AR). Has the Buff-breasted Flycatcher
been overlooked or are its numbers on the in-
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crease? It was again found in Scotia Canyon,
Huachuca Mts., arriving Apr. 8 (FS) with §
counted Apr. 11 (JA, FS). It was also reported
from Cave Creek Canyon May 9 (fide SR), and
1 was singing June 1 at Bear Canyon on Mt.
Lemmon tor the first Pima Co. record in a long
time (BBa, CM). A Coues’ Flycatcher was seen
in the Pinal Mts. south of Globe, Ariz. May 6
(SH, BJ). Several W. Wood Pcwees of the dark
northern race saturatus were collected near Las
Cruces May 19-21 (AR). There were more than
usual reports of Olive-sided Flycatchers with
“very many” near Las Cruces May 19-21 (AR)
and more than usual present along the Gila R.
(DZ). A Vermilion Flycatcher was seen on the
Desert Game Range Apr. 14 (MVM); 1 was at
El Paso May 8 (E.P.A.S.); 1 was near Roswell
Apr. 12 (ED); and 2 were on Bitter Lake Refuge
in late April and early May (DB, N.M.).

SwarLrLows—There was a very good flight of
Violet-green Swallows, with over 1000 at Caballo
L., Sierra Co., N. Mex. May 7 (MM, JR); num-
bers at Corrales, Bernalillo Co., N. Mex. May 9
(JD); and at least 823 on the Gila R., N. Mex. in
a count May 8 east from the Arizona line (RF,
DZ, et al.). Rare in Arizona was a Bank Swal-
low seen near Nogales May 2 (BBa). Purple
Martins were seen at Ruidoso May 7 (TF, RR);
several were seen Apr. 16 over Juniper Tank,
San Carlos Indian Reservation, Graham Co.,
Ariz. (BJ); some were reported Apr. 28 at Dixon
(JW); 5 were seen over Fenton L., Jemez Mts.
May 9 (MS). and 12 were counted at 9000 feet
in the Apache Nat'l Forest, Apache Co., Ariz.
May 19 (GK).

CorviDs—The Blue Jay which wintered in Los
Alamos remained until Apr. 26 (LH). Scrub Jays
which came into the lowlands last winter have
stayed. One was seen in Tucson Apr. 29 (PN), 2
were at Nogales May 2 (fide BH), 2 were at
Phoenix May 18 (SD, ZB, HL). 2 were near Las
Cruces May 19-21 (AR), and 2 were on Bitter L.
Refuge May 8 (DB). Twenty Mexican Jays were
seen in the Apache Nat’l Forest on May 18
(GK). Six Com. Crows counted near Cliff May 8
(DZ, et al.) suggest a continued spread into the
Gila Valley. Six Clark’s Nutcrackers were found
May 8 at Rustler Park. Chiricahua Mts. (SR).

TiTMICE, NUTHA1CH, CREEPER—A Plain Tit-
mouse was seen May 15 south of Globe (SH),
and it was also seen near the Mexican border in
the Peloncillo Mts. May 29 (PH). A Com. Bush-
tit was building a nest along the Santa Cruz R.
just inside Sonora on May 2 in cottonwood forest
—a low altitude habitat (BH). The only reports
of Red-breasted Nuthatches were 4 at Phoenix
Apr. 8 (AA, CC);, in the Apache Nat'l Forest
May 19 (GK): and present at Las Vegas, N. Mex.
all spring (ES). A Brown Creeper was building a
nest ncar Patagonia Apr. 15 (JA).

WREN, THRASHERS—A Long-billed Marsh Wren
at Nogales May 2 was late (GG). A Catbird col-
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Apr. 20 (SD) in Phoenix; with 2-8 present at
Globe Apr. 13 through May (SH, BJ). Pine Siskins
were in unusually large numbers in the lowlands.
Am. Goldfinches may be spreading southward.
They were reported at Tucson and Nogales (PN),
Globe (SH, BJ), El Paso (E.P.A.S.), Albuquerque
(JD), Las Vegas, N. Mex. (WH, ES), Conchas
L., San Miguel Co., N. Mex. (WH), Silver City
(CS), and Bitter L. Refuge (DN, JCC, LK). Over
300 Lesser Goldfinches were found in Phoenix
Apr. 1-6 (SD).

SpParRrROWS—Juncos lingered much later than
usual. Golden-crowned Sparrow reports were: 1
near Las Vegas Apr. 23 (MVM); 1 near Phoenix
Apr. 27 (BB, BL, DM); 1 in Silver City Apr. 28
(DZ, CD, BE); and 1 in Las Vegas, N. Mex.
Apr. 21-May 15 (WH). Chipping and White-
crowned Sparrows were migrating in good num-
bers, but later than usual. A Fox Sparrow was
reported near Phoenix Apr. 27 (BB, BL, DM). A
38 Lapland Longspur was seen Apr. 30 with a
flock of Lark Sparrows at Roosevelt L., Gila Co,,
Ariz, (BJ, EJ).
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