





returning to the Region with February's warm weather.
First arrivals came to Monte Vista N.W.R. Feb. 15
where the migration peaked at 4058 on Mar. 10. The mi-
gration moved north with birds noted in March at many
locations. Am. Coot peaked at Klamath with 40,500
birds on Mar. 26. Virginia Rails stayed late in the Re-
gion, with single birds Dec. 5 and 16 in the Zion Nat’]
Park region: 1 Dec. 19 at Grand Junction; and 1 Jan. 2
at Pocatello.

PLOVERS., SANDPIPERS, GULLS — Killdeer re-
turned to Camas N.W.R. Mar. 6, 22 days earlier than
last year, and to the high country early with 3 at Estes
Park, Colo. Mar. 13 (RD). A Black-bellied Plover which
struck a fence at Lower Klamath Refuge provided a
late Dec. 10 record. Com. Snipe had begun their mating
flight by Mar. 16 at the Alturas, Calif. airport. Long-
billed Curlew began arriving early: Mono Co., Calif,,
had its first ones Feb. 7, and they arrived at Nampa
Mar. 17, Malheur Mar. 23; and Boardman, Ore. Mar.
26 (ODS). A few Greater Yellowlegs, Long-billed Do-
witchers, Am. Avocets, and California Gulls arrived in
the Region in March. At Fish Springs N.W.R., Dug-
way, Utah, an 80-year-old trapper. James P. Harrison,
picked up a fresh carcass of a Black-legged Kittiwake
Mar. 2. This specimen, first for Utah, reposes now at
the Univ. of Utah (fide MM). At Provo, Utah, 16
Franklin's Gulls were seen Feb. 29 (WWB).

PIGEONS, OWLS — The flock of 300-500 Band-
tailed Pigeons in the Washoe Range near Reno from
Mar. 8-31 constituted possibly the largest flock ever
reported from Nevada. The birds have now spread into
the Virginia City area. In Colorado Band-tailed Pigeons
appeared 2 weeks earlier than usual. Numerous Barn
Owl reports came in, including 12 known roosts near
Rupert, Ida.. and Camas N.W.R.’s first record, found
dead Mar. 3. Single Snowy Owls appeared at L. [sabel,
near Pueblo, Colo., Dec. 24 (DBr); at Sheridan, Wyo.
from Dec. 30-Jan. 19; at Reno with several reports,
including 1 on Jan. 27 (CSL). A Great Gray Owl win-
tered in farmland near Pocatello for a month before
“making contact with a car.” After recovery he will be
released to return to his nesting grounds, possibly at
Yellowstone N.P. Short-eared Owls reportedly have
declined in the Region, with only a few winter reports,
the most being 15 from Stillwater N.W.R., with 58 use
days.

SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS
— White-throated Swifts arrived a week early—Mar. 11
—at the Garden of the Gods near Colorado Springs, and
Springdale’s first 20 arrived Mar. 25. Hummingbirds
came early to the Zion country, with the first Black-
chinned seen at Virgin, Utah, Mar. 12; both Black-
chinned and Broad-tailed at Springdale Mar. 18 (10
days early), and a o" Calliope there Mar. 25. Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers, usually fairly common in winter at
Springdale, were absent. A Williamson's Sapsucker
arrived at Crater L. Mar. 7—an early upward move-
ment. White-headed Woodpeckers were reported from
Crater L. Feb. 3 and Mammoth Lakes, Mono Co.,
Calif., Mar. 15(JD).

FLYCATCHERS, LARKS, SWALLOWS, JAYS
— A surprising 4 species of flycatchers had arrived in
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the I " n by M 31, most of them =~-ly. " ~
King...w. had co  to Virgin, Utah by .24, w0
Malheur Mar. 23 a month earlier than the previous first
of the season. Mar. | found the first Black Phoebe at
Springdale, and Say's Phoebes wintered at Virgin and
arrived throughout the Region as usual in March. A W.
Wood Pewee at L. Isabel Mar. 29 was likewise very
early (DBr). Several groups of Horned Larks arrived
above timberline at Guanella Pass, Colo., in February,
a month earlier than usual (CEB). Early swallows, es-
pecially Tree, appeared everywhere during March,
carlier than usual. At Ruby L. Barn Swallows came
Mar. 3. Violet-green on Mar. 4. At Malheur 10 Violet-
greens appeared Mar. 23 and 2 Rough-winged arrived
Mar. 30, both 2 weeks earlier than ever; the first flock
of Tree Swallows appeared at Malheur Mar. 5, with
6000 there by Mar. 1 2—the large flocks arriving 1 month
earlier than 1971. Com. Crows enjoyed a good winter in
the Region: 300 wintered at Ruby L. and several small
groups stayed at Seedskadee N.W.R., neither a normal
winter haunt for the crow. One lingered until Dec. 6 at
Alturas, and a rare one visited Virgin Mar. 2. Clark’s
Nutcrackers seemed scarce in the RMNP area (fide
AC). while 2 appeared low down at a foothills feeder
on the Denver CBC and they were more numerous at
Nat'l Elk Refuge.

NUTHATCHES, WRENS, THRASHERS,
THRUSHES — Pygmy Nuthatches visited feeders at
Durango for the first time in several years, but were
scarce or absent at feeders in the Denver foothills. Red-
breasted Nuthatches made scattered appearances: com-
mon at Crater L. and RMNP, with good numbers on n.
Colorado CBCs: only a few at Sheridan, Salmon, Dur-
ango, and Colo. Spgs.. and none at Pueblo, Salt Lake
City, and Rupert. A Brown Thrasher stayed in January
at a Golden, Colo. feeder (GS), and Malheur recorded
its first winter Sage Thrasher. on Jan. 8. First spring
birds arrived there and at Snowville, Utah (LRP) on
Mar. 20. After last year's scarcity, Robins returned for
high counts on the CBCs and wintered commonly in
many locations such as RMNP (almost to timberline,
RD), McCoy, Colo., Sheridan, Salmon, and Malheur
(a record CBC total of 1500). Spring arrivals began in
mid-March at places like Jackson, Wyo., Nampa. and
Crater L. even with [2 ft. of snow on the ground. Jan.
13-14 an inexplicable Veery fed on berries in a Salt Lake
City park (GLK). Small numbers of W. Bluebirds win-
tered at Zion and perhaps at Cortez, Colo. (WWB).
Mountain Bluebirds returned in large numbers in March
throughout the Region, with scattered reports during
the winter coming from southern parts of the Region.
Like the Robin, Townsend’s Solitaires returned to the
Region this winter, with Denver noting a record 144
on the CBC.

KINGLETS, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES, WAR-
BLERS — Ruby-crowned Kinglets were observed Dec.
23-Jan. | at Alturas, twice in January at Zion, Feb. 15
at Matheur, and frequently there after Mar. 19. Water
Pipits included 1 on Dec. 5 at Eureka, Nev.; | on Dec.
6 at Dubois; 160 at Bear R. N.W.R. Feb. 21 (MRC). 2
at Malheur Feb. 35, the earliest record there (average
arrival date Mar. 15). Bohemian Waxwings failed to live
up to the fall’s promised invasion. They occurred com-
monly in Sheridan, Rexburg. Ida. (DH), Rupert, and
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Pocatetlo (MRC), south to Salt Lake City. and a flock
of 14 provided Ruby Lake’s first record. But in the
Wyoming and Colorado mountains observers found few
flocks: Nat'l Elk Refuge, Golden (D.F.O.), Evergreen
Feb. 20 (fide TM), Gunnison, and possibly farther south.
Audubon’s Warblers were abundant on the Nampa CBC
—34 counted—but scarce at Springdale—only 10 on
Dec. 31 and 1 on Feb. 15. One observed Mar. 26 at
Evergreen was early (D.F.O.). In RMNP a Yellow-
throat sat exhausted, on Mar. 4 in the middle of a road
surrounded by snowbanks (IS): the previous early Colo-
rado record was April 18 from the plains.

BLACKBIRDS — Hundreds of W. Meadowlarks
wintered in s. Idaho (WHS), and they may have win-
tered near Burns, Ore. (SF). The first week in March
found the first arrivals at Ruby L. and Dubois. A Yel-
low-headed Blackbird was out of place Jan. 6 with Red-
winged Blackbirds at Grand Junction: first migrant
Yellow-headeds arrived at Bear R. Mar. 14 (WWB),
Malheur Mar. 19 (R.V.A.S)), Ruby L. Mar. 26, and
Modoc N.W.R. Mar. 27, early by 3 weeks. At Camas
N.W.R., only 100 Red-wingeds wintered compared with
1000 last year.

FINCHES — Evening Grosbeaks were scarce, with
only Estes Park reporting them regularly. Observers
saw few Cassin’s Finches: only at Crater L. were they
present in normal numbers. Rosy finches occurred com-
monly in mountain towns, largest flocks reported being
2000 at Estes Park Jan. 18 (MP), 1000 at Gunnison
Mar. 23 (ASH). and 600 at Westcliffe all winter. Of
interest was a flock of about 20 at Tonopah, Nev. Jan.
25-27 (CSL). A few Com. Redpolls penetrated the Re-
gion, regular reports coming from Estes Park (AC) and
Salmon: a few at Sheridan, Dubois, and Nampa. Pine
Siskins, like many other winter finches, were scarce in
Salt Lake City (WS, EG) and Colorado Springs. but
abundant at Crater L. Red Crossbills flocked commonly
in the Colorado Rockies south to Denver foothills and
Westcliffe, but not to the Pikes Peak area. Good cone
crops. as they often do, induced mid-winter nesting:
at Evergreen | found on CBC Dec. 19 failed. blown
down by extremely high winds: another at Estes Park
failed, having 3 eggs on Feb. 15 and empty Feb. 27
(WR), but a third successfully fledged 3 young Mar. 23
at Evergreen (DSt). Outside of Colorado the only cross-
bill reports were of 3 birds at Crater L. and 2 at Nat'l
Elk Refuge. Six White-winged Crossbills were courting
and singing at Evergreen Feb. 13-19. Observers describ-
ed wintering Rufous-sided Towhees as scarce at Ogden,
Utah (MLK), Malheur. Zion, Denver: yvet on Mar. 9
Camas N.W_.R. had its first refuge record.

SPARROWS — Vesper Sparrows came to Malheur,
3 weeks earlier than average, on Mar. 12. RMNP re-
corded its second Sage Sparrow at a feeder Mar. 18-21
(AC). Juncos, like towhees, were unusually scarce: one-
third the usual numbers at Ogden (MLK). reduced in
the Denver foothills, Grand Junction (WAD), Sheridan,
Zion (record low on CBC). Tree Sparrows were un-

usually scarce at Rexburg (only 1 on the CBC—DH),

but | appeared at a feeder surrounded by deep snow in
Summit Co., Colo. (HEK) Feb. 20-27. Brewer's Spar-
rows—15 of them—arrived at Malheur Mar. 23, 3
weeks earlier than the previous early record and way
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ahead of the average arrival date of May 5. They had
arrived at Curlew Valley, Ida., Mar. 26 (LRP). The
usual scattered reports of Harris® Sparrows came in.
White-crowned Sparrows continued scarce this winter,
according to observers at Pueblo, Colorado Springs,
Denver, Salt Lake City, Alturas, and Zion. A Golden-
crowned Sparrow appeared Mar. 19 at Malheur, a
month earlier than the previous early record and almost
S0 days earlier than the average arrival date of May 6.
Fox Sparrows occurred in March at Colorado Springs,
Westcliffe, and Gunnison (ASH). The Honey L. flock of
longspurs built up to 300 for the CBC—the largest mix-
ed flock ever recorded in California. Snow Buntings
were scarce, but single birds occurred as far south as
Moffat Co.. Colo. Feb. 19 (BA) and Gunnison in De-
cember (ASH).

ADDENDA — At Lyons, Colo.. banders caught a
Pine Warbler on Nov. 26 (PW). A Hooded Warbler,
first for w. Colorado, visited Great Sand Dunes Nat'l
Mon., Oct. 21-22 (RAW).

CORRIGENDUM — Hummingbirds eat voracious-
ly. but not as greedily as described in Am. Birds 26:97.
The Springdale birds consumed 5 quarts a day—not 300.

ABBREVIATIONS — CBC: Christmas Bird Count;
RMNP: Rocky Mtn. Nat’l Park.

AREA CONTRIBUTORS — Alturas and Modoc
N.W.R., Calif: R. E. Moore; Antero Res., Colo.:
Blaine M. Marshman; Arapaho N.W.R.. Colo., and
Hutton L. and Pathfinder N.W.R.. Wyo.: Rodney F.
Krey; Camas N.W R., Ida.: Clifferd R. Himmel; Colo-
rado Springs. Colo.: Mahlon Speers; Crater L. Nat’l
Park: Einar L. Johnson; Dubois. Wyo.: Mary Back;
Durango. Colo.: Richard Stransky (RSy): Eureka, Nev.:
Arthur Biale; Evergreen, Colo.: W. W. Brockner; Farm-
ington Bay Waterfowl Mgt. Area, Utah: Reuben H.
Dietz; Grand Junction, Colo.: Lorna Gustafson; Kla-
math Basin N.W R, Calif. and Ore.: Edward J. O"Neill;
Malheur N.W.R., Ore.: Eldon McLaury and Sean
Furniss; Mono Co.. Calif.: John M. Finkbeiner; Monte
Vista N.W.R.: Charles R. Bryant; Nampa, Ida.: Mrs.
H. E. Shaw; Nat'l Elk Ref.: Don E. Redfearn; Nevada,
5. and w.. C. S. Lawson; Pocatello, Ida.: Charles H.
Trost; Pueblo and Westcliffe, Colo.: David A. Griffiths;
Ruby L. N.W_R.: Lowell L. Napier; Rupert, Ida.: W, H.
Shillington; Salmon (Lemhi and Custer Cos.), Ida.
Hadley B. Roberts; Seedskadee N.W.R., Wyo.: Merle
O. Bennett; Sheridan. Wyo.: Tom Kessinger and Platt
Hall; Stillwater Wildlife Mgt. Area. Nev.: Larry Napi-
er; Zion Nat’l Park area, including Springdale and Vir-
gin, Utah: Jerome L. Gifford.

OBSERVERS — Aiken Audubon Society. Denver
Field Ornithologists, Ft. Collins Bird Club, Pueblo
Audubon Club, Rogue Valley Audubon Society. Dave
Anderson. Bobbie Ausfahl, David Binns. Fred Black-
burn. Richard L. Bottorff. Natasha Boyd, Clait E.
Braun. Donna Breganser (DBr). Mark R. Collie, Alle-
gra Collister, Gerald Craig, Mrs. Lewis A. Cummings,
William A. Davis, E. Decker. Ruth Deffenbaugh. John
Derby. Lucy Ela, Margaret Ewing, Elsie Geoghagen,
Joseph H. Hicks, Donnell Hunter, A. S. Hyde. Gleb L.
Kashin. Merlin L. Killpack, Kenneth A. Mackenzie.
Thompson Marsh, Guy McCaskie, Malcolm McDonald,
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Doris McLaughlin, Baron A. McLean, Marian Patter-
son, Leon R. Powers, William M. Pursell, Oppie
Reames, Warner Reeser, Ira Sanders, Michael P. &
Lois Schultz, George Shier, Dave Silverman, Rich Stall-
cup (RSt), William Stone, Doug Stotz (DSt), Mrs.
S. O. Swartz, Otis D. Swisher, Elizabeth Walker, Peg
Whitney, Richard A. Wilt, Vim Wright. — HUGH E.
KINGERY, 10 Emerson #503, Denver, Colo. 80218.
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