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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 

/ Guy McCaskie 

The weather this spring was unusual in that no major 
storm fronts pushed south along the coast to this Re­
gion, as is normal. Instead we had day after day of warm 
sunny weather. and by the end of the period the 
country­side was showing the results of the small 
amount of rain so far received. 

The major movement of migrants occurred during the 
last two weeks of April and the first week of May, with 
impressive numbers of most species encountered during 
the weekend of Apr. 29-30. By the end of May virtually 
all our regular West Coast migrants had passed through. 
although species such as W. Wood Pewee. Traill's Fly­
catcher, Yellow Warbler and Wilson's Warbler were 
still to be found. Observers afield, especially in the 
eastern portion of the Region. were rewarded with an 
impressive number and variety of stragglers from far-
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ther east during late May and early June. One has only 
to count the number of vagrants reported during the 
Memorial Day weekend, and guess at what was present 
but not found, to figure the numbers of these stragglers 
reaching California this spring. This late spring influx 
of stragglers is a normal phenomenon in the West, but 
it takes knowledgeable observers specifically looking for 
vagrants to prove it. 

The early arrival dates for some of our key migrants 
were: Lesser Nighthawk, Mar. 18 at the Salton Sea: 
Vaux's Swift, Apr. 11 at Encino, Los Angeles Co.: W. 
Kingbird. Mar. 11 at Valley Center. San Diego Co.: 
Ash-throated Flycatcher. Mar. 4 at Corn Springs. 
Riverside Co. (possibly a wintering bird). A pr. 4 at 
Santa Barbara and Apr. 5 near Victorville. San 
Bernardino Co.: Traill's Flycatcher. Apr. 22 in 
Morongo Valley. San Bernardino Co. and Apr. 23 at the 
Salton Sea: W. Flycatcher, Mar. 12 in San Diego and 
near Solvang. Santa Barbara Co.: W. Wood Pewee. 
Apr. 22 near Holtville. Imperial Co.: Olive-sided Fly. 
catcher. Apr. 29 at the Salton Sea and in Morongo 
Valley: Swainson's Thrush. Apr. 14 near Azusa, Los 
Angeles Co. (a little early) and Apr. 26 in Santa 
Barbara: Bell's Vireo, Mar. 19 near San Diego: Solitary 
Vireo. Apr. 8 at the Salton Sea: Warbling Vireo Mar. 4 
at Corn Springs (quite early). Mar. 10 in W. Los Ange­
les and Mar. 12 in four other localities: Nashville War­
bler. Mar. 25 in Placerito Canyon. Los Angeles Co. and 
Mar. 26 in Morongo Valley: Yellow Warbler, Mar. 24 
near San Diego: Black-throated Gray Warbler, Mar. 18 
near Pt. Mugu, Ventura Co. (quite early) and Mar. 25 
in Placerito Canyon: Hermit Warbler, Apr. 16 in Santa 
Barbara and Apr. 17 in Tuna Canyon. Los Angeles Co.: 
MacGillivray's Warbler. Mar. 18 near Morro Bay, San 
Luis Obispo Co. (early). Apr. 8 at the Salton Sea and 
Apr. IO in Tuna Canyon: Yellow-breasted Chat, Apr. 14 
in Santa Barbara and Apr. 15 near San Diego: Wilson's 
Warbler, Mar. 12 near San Diego and Mar. 18 at the 
Salton Sea: Hooded Oriole. Mar. 13 in San Diego and 
in Escondido, San Diego Co.: Bullock's Oriole. Mar. 12 
in San Diego and Escondido: W. Tanager. Apr. 7 in 
Tuna Canyon (quite early). Apr. 10 (still early) and 
Apr. 14 in Santa Barbara: Black-headed Grosbeak, 
Mar. 27 at the Salton Sea and Mar. 29 in Santa Bar­
bara: Blue Grosbeak. Apr. 15 near San Diego: Lazuli 
Bunting, Apr. 7 on the Palos Verdes Peninsula. Los 
Angeles Co. (quite early) and Apr. 14 in Santa Barbara: 
Black-chinned Sparrow, Mar. 20 in Sespe Canyon. Ven­
tura Co .. 

LOONS. ALBATROSSES. SHEARWATERS, 
PETRELS - Common Loons are relatively scarce 
away from the coast in this Region, but about 10 indi­
viduals were found around the Salton Sea Apr. 23-May 
7. Two Red-throated Loons, a species previously un­
recorded away from the coast in . this .Region. were 
found on Baldwin L. in the San Bernardino Mts. May 27
(LRB). A Black-footed Albatross seen near Santa
Barbara I. June 3 was the only one reported. Sooty
Shearwaters were abundant along the shore of Ventura
and Santa Barbara Cos. during May with counts of
15,000 and 45,000 made from shore May 14 & 20 re­
spectively. A Manx Shearwater off Santa Barbara May 
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20 was unusual since the species normally occurs only 
during the fall and winter in California waters. A Fut­
mar near Santa Barbara I. June 3 was very late, but the 
record follows a winter during which numbers occurred 
off s. California. Some 150 Black Petrels and 2 Leach's 
Petrels were seen during a boat trip from San Diego to 
San Clemente I. June 3. but no petrels were found on 
other birding boat trips this spring. 

HERONS - A Reddish Egret in full breeding plum­
age was seen near Imperial Beach, San Diego Co. Apr. 
15-16 (EAC. GMcCJ: this species is very rare in Cali­
fornia. normally appearing during the fall and occas­
sionally remaining to winter: records of birds in breeding
condition during the spring are few indeed. 

GEESE. DUCKS - Black Brant were first noted at 

the Salton Sea as spring migrants in 1963, and have been 
found annually since. although numbers have varied 
from year to year. This year there appear to have been 
two distinct periods of movement for Black Brant 
through the Salton Sea: Mar. 12-27 and Apr. 29-May 13 
with peak numbers of 17 on Mar. 12 and 15 on May 6. 
In addition a single bird was seen at Scissors Crossing 
in e. San Diego Co. Mar. 19. Fulvous Tree Ducks ap­
peared to arrive in the Imperial Valley during late 
March. with 4 noted Mar. 24 and 12 three days later: 
this is a normal date for the first spring migrants. Seven 
ad. r!r! Blue-winged Teal were reported seen during 
April and the first half of May, with most coming from 
the area of the Salton Sea: a few of these birds are regu­
larly found with Cinnamon Teal migrating through the 
Region. Each spring a few Surf Scoters appear on the 
Salton Sea. undoubtedly birds moving north from win­
tering grounds in the Gulf of California: this spring 
one was at Salton City Apr. 8. 1-2 were there May 7-
29, and one was at the north end of the sea May 19. 

HAWKS - Away from the extreme n.e. portion of 
the Region. where a few Swainson's Hawks still nest, 
there were only two reports of migrants-one over 
Riverside, Riverside Co. Apr. 15 and one near San Juan 
Capistrano Apr. 22. Numbers of these birds migrating 
through s. California have declined drastically during 
the past ten years. A badly decomposed Harris' Hawk 
was found near Ramer I. in the Imperial Valley Apr. 
29 (SC): this species formerly nested in the area, but has 
not been seen there since 1952. A single Peregrine Fal­
con seen at the s. end of the Salton Sea Apr. 23 had 
probably wandered north from the Gulf of California. 

QUAIL. RAILS - A Mountain Quail was heard in 
Tuna Canyon of the Santa Monica Mts. May 6: this 
species was formerly unrecorded here, but has been 
noted 2 or 3 times in the past four years. Single Clapper 
Rails were noted around Morro Bay during April and 
May indicating it may still nest there: recent surveys 
suggest the species might have been extripated around 
the bay. 

SHOREBIRDS - The Piping Plo�er that wintered 
around Goleta. Santa Barbara Co. was present until at 
least Apr. 22 (RW et al.): this bird has now been seen 
by virtually all the active birders of California, and 
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none question its identity, and many are going as far as 
identifying it as a bird of the western race circumcinc­
tus. It was frequentl y possible to compare the bird di­
rectly with the Snowy and Semipalrnated Plovers also 
present, though it frequently remained alone. A single 
Am. Golden at the mouth of the Santa Clara R., Ven­
tura Co . May 14 was the only one reported: the species 
is rare in spring, but we normally have more than one 
sighting. Each spring a few Ruddy Turnstones are noted 
around the Salton Sea and this year was no exception 
with one at the south end of the sea Apr . 23, twelve at 
the north end of the sea Apr. 29 and four there May 6: 
this species is much more numerous along the coast. A 
nock of over 100 Lesser Yellowlegs present near Cali­
patria, Imperial Co. Apr. 22 illustrates how numerous 
this species really is in s. California. A Solitary Sand­
piper, always rare during the spring, was seen at Tuna 
Canyon in the Santa Monica Mts. Apr. IO. A Wandering 
Tattler, a casual straggler away from the Pacific coast, 
was studied at Salton City on the west shore of the Sal­
ton Sea May 7 (GMcC). Knots were found regularly on 
the Salton Sea Apr. 8-May 19 with a high count of 300 
at the north end of the sea May 6; along the coast com­
parable numbers can only be found around San Diego, 
the species being quite scarce elsewhere. A most un­
usual report was that of a Pectoral Sandpiper at New­
port, Orange Co. Apr. 29 (JAJ); there are only a hand­
ful of verified spring reports for California. Stilt Sand­
pipers were present at the south end of the Salton Sea 
as usual, with 3 or 4 noted regularly between Apr. 8 and 
May 6. A Sanderling at Furnace Creek Ranch in Death 
Valley was unusual, but they are now considered regular 
migrants at the Salton Sea and must undoubtedly occur 
elsewhere away from the coast. Red Phalaropes were 
extremely scarce along the coast this spring, but a c! 
in breeding plumage was well studied at the north end of 
the Salton Sea May 29 where the species is casual. 

GULLS, TER S, SKIMMERS-Two second-year 
W. Gulls (L. occidentalis livens) at Salton City May I 3 
were early wanderers from the Gulf of California. 
Franklin's Gulls are now found regularl y in California, 
although it was not too long ago that the species was 
considered accidental. This spring 2 were near West­
morland, Imperial Co. Apr. 8, 4 were near Calipatria, 
Imperial Co. Apr. 29, 5 were at the north end of the 
Salton Sea Apr. 30, and 6 were at the south end May 
20; most interesting was the discovery of a nock of at 
least IO adults on Baldwin L. in the San Bernardino 
Mts. May 7 with 3 still present at the end of the period. 
An ad. Heermann's Gull in Desert Center, Rivers ide 
Co. May 21 (JD et al.) was certainly out of habitat , and 
represents one of the very few records of the species 
away from the coast. Four Gull-billed Terns at the south 
end of the Salton Sea Mar. 25 were the earliest reported, 
but this is a normal arrival date. There appears to be no 
documented record of an Arctic Tern from California 
during the spring, although it has previously been report­
ed; on June 3 six terns believed to be of this species were 
seen between Long Beach and Santa Barbara I., and 
three more were seen between San Diego and San Cle­
mente I. on the same day; adults with short red bills, 
gray extending well up into the face, and having the sil-
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houette of Arctic Terns were included in the sightings. A 
Black S kimmer at Playa Del Rey, Los Angeles Co. Apr. 
24 (H B et al.) is the fourth found along the coast of this 
Region: two at the north end of the Salton Sea A pr. 30 
(EAC et al. ) were still present at the end of the period. 
Black Skimmers have been found annually on the Salton 
Sea since I 968. 

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS - White­
winged Doves are common breeders of the low desert 
regions of s. California, but are scarce to the north ; this 
spring individuals were found at Scotty's Castle (one, 
May 28) and Furnace Creek Ranch (two, May 27), at 
Kelso , San Bernardino Co. (two, May 28), and at Corn 
Springs (two, Apr. 29). Whip-poor-wills had returned 
to the area of L. Fulmor in the San Jacinto Mts. by 
Apr. 28 where they are suspected of nesting: in addition 
the species was heard along Strawberry Creek, some 
5 mi. to the southeast. in late May, and around nearby 
Humber Park on June 5. A Chimney Swift was identified 
at Oasis, Mono Co . May 20 (GSS et al.), one was 
studied at the north end of the Salton Sea May 20 
(RLeV et al. ), and another was seen Oying over Encino 
Rese rvoir, Los Angeles Co. May 26 (JD & R W); this 
species apparently reaches s. California regularly in 
limited numbers, but positive identification is most 
difficult. A nock of 50 Black Swifts over Goleta May 4 
was the only large gathering reported this spring. Note­
worthy was the discovery of a calling Elf Owl at Corn 
Springs Mar. 18, and the verifying of a pair present into 
May: this species formerly nested at nearby Cotton­
wood Springs, but that locality was the only place the 
species occurred west of the Colorado R. Valley. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbirds are known to nest in the 
White, Panamint, Clark and New York Mts. along the 
eastern border of California, but a re virtua lly unknown 
from elsewhere in the State; this spri ng a J was found 
near Big Pine in the Owens Valley May 28 (TH) and 
another was noted only Arrestre Creek in the San Ber­
nardino Mts. May 13 (KG). Calliope Hummingbirds 
were exceptionally numerous throughout the Region, 
being reported commonly along the coast and in the 
Imperial Valley, and were even noted in Death Valley. 
An Acorn Woodpecker at Yucca Valley, San Bernard­
ino Co. May 16 was little to the east of its normal range, 
and another at Westguard Pass in the White Mts. May 8 
was a long way from home. Lewis' Woodpeckers re­
mained late after last winter's innux with two noted in 
the Imperial Valley Apr. 29 and one still at Furnace 
Creek Ranch May 28. 

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS-An E. Kingbird 
was seen at 10,000 ft. in the White Mts. M-ay 28, one was 
found at Mesquite Springs in Death Valley May 27, and 
a singing bird was discovered in Morongo Valley June 
4; a few E. Kingbirds appear to migrate regularly along 
the eastern border of California, but all records are 
worth reporting. A Scissor-ta iled Flycatcher, a casual 
straggler to California, was carefully studied in Moron­
go Valley May 28 (ST, LJ et al.). A Wied 's Crested 
Flycatcher banded in Morongo Valley Apr. 3 I was the 
first noted there this spring; one or two pairs regularly 
nest at this isolated outpost at the northwestern ex-
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__ _Jl' FOR BIRD LOVERS c� : ,. You enjoy the birds more be­
: cause they'll enjoy your Bower Bird Feeder more. Select the model that's best for your location. Get our 1,1111 brochure. We ship postpaid. 
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FOR YOUR PLEASURE 

We offer these 

exciting tours 

NICARAGUA November 6 • 14, 1972 WESI' AFRICA Nov. 13 • Dec. 10, 1972 HARBOUR ISLAND November 22 • 27, 1972 
Put an Adventure in Your Life call or write 

Florida Audubon Society Tours Division AB P. O. Box "Q" Kissimmee, Florida 32741 Telephone (305) 847-7426 

treme of its range. A Purple Martin seen flying with other swallows at Oasis May 27 was in an area where few, if any, records exist. 
WRENS, THRASHERS - A singing Cactus Wren was observed near Teakettle Junction at the northern end of Death Valley May 11; this species is sparse in the northern portion of its range, and is previously un­recorded north of the Argus Mts. of s. Inyo Co. A sing­ing Bendire's Thrasher was found at the Brock Experi­mental Ranch bear Holtville Apr. 30; this locality is outside the bird's normal range and habitat. 
VIREOS, WARBLERS-A Hutton's Vireo, a seden­tary species with minor dispersal movements in the f-all, was studied at Deep Springs, Inyo Co. May I 3, a local­ity well to the east of its normal range. Eleven Black­and-white Warblers reported were more than usual; virtually all were found during May, and all were in the eastern portion of the Region-Deep Springs, May 14; Scotty's Castle, May 9 & 26; Mesquite Springs, May 26-27; Furnace Creek Ranch, June 2; Wild Rose in thePanamint Mts. May 27; Yucca Valley, May 13 & 31;Morongo Valley, May I and 14-21; Finney L. in theImperial Valley, Apr. 29. A � Golden-winged Warblerwas carefully identified at Deep Springs June S (RS);there are only three previous reports (two specimens)of this species from California, but one of these was forthe spring period (May 26, 1963). Four Tennessee War­blers, normally very scarce or absent in the spring, werefound in the eastern portion of the Region in late May­I Deep Springs, May 21: 2 Furnace Creek Ranch, May20; I Morongo Valley, May 28. Single migrant Virgin­ia's Warblers were noted at Finney L. May 7, MorongoValley Apr. 29, and Tecopa Hot Springs, Inyo Co.Apr. 15 & May 8; careful searching in recent years hasshown a few of these birds regularly occur along theeastern border of California. In addition single birdswere seen around Westguard Pass in the White Mts.May 26 & 29: this species is known to be a rare breederin the White Mts.The only Paruta Warbler reported this spring was a � at Morongo Valley May 19 (RS & RLeV): unlike most other vagrant warblers to California, this species occurs more often in spring than fall, and is now being recorded annually. A � Magnolia Warbler, a somewhat regular spring and fall straggler to California, was present at Deep Springs May 25-26 (DDeS) being netted and photographed. Most unusual was a � Cape May War­

bler at Oasis, Inyo Co. May 27 (GMcC, U et al.); this is an extremely scarce straggler to California with only one other spring record (June 30-July 2, 1971 ). Another real rarity was a singing cl Bay-breasted Warbler at Oasis May 28 (RS, DDeS et al.), apparently the fourth spring record for California. Normally a few Oven­birds are found each spring but one picked up dead in Goleta June 6 (WA) was the only one reported. This spring five N. Waterthrushes were found in the eastern portion of the Region-Deep Springs, May 24-27; Ben­nett's Wells in Death Valley, June 3; Yucca Valley, May 11-16; Morongo Valley, Apr. 29-May 3 and May 19. This species is apparently regular through this areaeach May in small numbers, there now being many
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WHY ARE TWICE AS MANY BIRDERS 
TAKING OUR TOURS THIS YEAR? 

More bi,:ders have taken BIRD BONANZAS' tours in the first half of 1972 than 
in all of 1971. Why? We think the reasons are these: 

Our itineraries are worked out very carefully and thoroughly in advance, so 
that all travel arrangements proceed very smoothly during the tour. 

We don't use a small set of leaders for the whole world, but try to select the 
best individual for every area we tour. 
We keep our groups small - usually 
about a half dozen people, and we 
encourage only enthusiastic birders. 
As a result we get tre-
mendous numbers 
of birds. 

Some of our 

Most of the people who have taken 
one of our tours ha,ve repeated within 
a year, and they have recommended 

us so highly that some of their 
friends have come along. 

forthcoming tours include: November 25, 1972 

COLOMBIA ------------------------------------------------------·---------------- to December 5, 1972 
BRITISH HONDURAS ---- -------------------------------------- January 4 to March 6, 1973 
BURMA, THAILAND & MALAYA ----------·-------------- February 4 to March 6, 1973 
INDIA - NEPAL ----------------------------------------------------- March 10 to April 1, 1973 
COSTA RICA ---------------·--- -------------------------------------- March 31 to April 7, 1973 
GUATEMALA -------------------------------------------------------·------------------ April 8 to 15, 1973 
BRITISH HONDURAS -----------·------------------- -- -------------------------- April 16 to 22, 1973 
HONG KONG, TAIWAN & JAPA~ ______________________ ___ April 21 to May 20, 1973 
SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA --·------------------------·------------------- May 18 to 27, 1973 
EAST AFRICA ------------------------------------------------------------ May 29 to June 18, 1973 
ALASKA -----------------------------------·-----------------·---------------- -------- June 3 to 17, 1973 
GALAPAGOS & ECUADOR -----·--·--·---· -------------------------------- June 9 to 17, 1973 
NORTHERN EUROPE ------------------------------- ------------------- June 16 to July 8, 1973 

1973 FEATURE TOUR. Each year we select one tour as the high point of our 
annual program and spare no effort to make it the finest ornithological tour in 
the entire world that year. In 1970 we recorded 663 species of birds (and 60 
mammals) in East Africa. This spring we recorded 540 species in Burma, Thailand 
and Malaya. Our 1973 feature tour will span the entire continent of AUSTRALIA 
from September 15 to October 20, and if our previous feature tours are a prec­
edent, we may shatter records for the number of birds seen on a single tour of 
Australia. How would you like to be along when we do? 

For additional information on any of the above tours write: 

183;,d J83onanzas, Inc. 
Ornifhologica/ Tours 

6630 Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, Florida 33138 

"We Show People Birds" 
PHOTOGRAPH BY WILLIAM HICKOCK 

Volume26, umber4 811 



Bird Lovers! Read &Enjoy! 
The Complete Book of 
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 
by Russ Kinne 

An outstanding book 
by a man who is both 
a skilled professional 
photographer AND a 
working naturalist. 
Sets down in simple 
language, methods, 
equipment and tech­
nical "know-how." 
Over 160 black-and­
w h i t  e a n d  c o l o r  

photos. In addition to 
birds, book covers photog­

raphy of plants and flowers, reptiles and 
amphibians, ·marine life, etc. Famed natu­
ralist Roger Tory Peterson says, "This is a 
book I will take with me to the ends of the 
earth on future expeditions." $8.95 

PHOTOGRAPHING GARDEN 

BIRDS by C.H.S. Tupholme 

Admirably clear text 
• and diagrams tell how 

to attract birds to a gar­
den and how to photo­
graph them ... in flight, 
eating, mating, bath­
ing. A superb book for 
people who prefer to 
p h o t o g r a p h  w i t h  a 
minimum of fuss and a 

maximum of comfort and enjoyment. $5.95 

BOTH BOOKS for only $12.95 ... a saving of $1.95 

r--------------------7

I AMPHOTO, Dept. AB872 

I 915 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10010 

I 
l 
I 
I 

Please rush me □ The Complete Book ot Nature 
Photography @ SB.95 D Photographing Garden Birds 
@ $5.95 0 Send BOTH books @ $12.95. Enclosed Is 
my check or M.O. 

I Name ______________ _ 

I Address _____________ _ 

I 
I C1ty _______ ,State ___ �1p __ _ 
I ____________________ J
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records. A i Hooded Warbler was carefully studied at 
Deep Springs June 10 (GMcC); this species is a very rare 
straggler to California, but at least seven previous spring 
records exist. At least 19 Am. Redstarts were noted in 
the eastern portion of the Region during the last half 
of May and the first week of June, with most occurring 
in the Death Valley area and northward during May 20-
June 10 period, as is normal. An ad. ,! Am. Redstart 
near Goleta Apr. 22 was probably the same bird found 
there in December, having successfully wintered. 

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, TANAGERS - In re­
cent years Bobolinks have been found regularly in the 
northeastern portion of this Region in late May and 
early June; a i at Furnace Creek Ranch in Death Valley 
May 20 was joined by a second the following day, and 
another c! was at Deep Springs May 27. A first year� 
Orchard Oriole was carefully studied at Deep Springs 
May 21 (JW et al.); this is a relatively carce straggler 
to California, but is proving to be more common than 
formerly suspected. A Scott's Oriole in San Diego Mar. 
20 was a little west of its normal range, and another 
near Westguard Pass in the White Mts. May 21 was 
near the northern limit of its range in California. Single 
i Boat-tailed Grackles were seen at two localities along 

the southern shore of the Salton Sea during April-one 
at Rock Hill, Apr. 8-23 and one at Red Hill, Apr. 23. 
This species reached the lower Colorado R. Valley in 
1964 and was nesting by 1%9, but has been much slower 
in establishing itself in the Imperial Valley. Two or 
three pairs of Hepatic Tanagers were found along Arres­
tre Creek in the San Bernardino Mts. May 11 (GSS), 
and at least one pair has been present since; there are 
three previous spring and summer records for this local­
ity and nesting should be watched for. Summer Tana­
gers nest in a few localities of s.e. California, and were 
back on territory by the first of May. Away from these 
nesting localities Summer Tanagers are scarce, and it is 
likely many of the records pertain to birds of the eastern 
race rubra. This spring produced a r! seen in Arcadia, 
Los Angeles Co. May 22, and six individuals seen north 
of the bird's known breeding range-a ,! at Deep 
Springs, May 13-14 and June 10; a J at Furnace Creek 
Ranch May 27 and June 10; a i at Clark Mt. May 28; 
a t at Yucca Valley, June 4. 

FINCHES, SPARROWS -Two or three reports of 
c! Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are normally received each 

spring but six l t were found this year, all being in the 
eastern portion of the Region-one at Deep Springs, 
May 24-26; one at Furnace Creek Ranch May 20-21 
and 2 there June 2; one at Kelso, May 28; one near 
Desert Center, May 20. Four birds believed to be ?? 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were also reported from the 
same area, but field identification of females is subject 
to error, although no doubt an equal number of females 
are to be expected. A minimum of 14 Indigo Buntings 
were reported from the high desert portions of the Re­
gion May 20-June 10, with half being found during 
the May 26-28 period; this species is found regularly at 
the oases of e. California each spring and early summer, 
and nesting should be watched for. A " ? plumaged" 
Painted Bunting was carefully studied in Morongo Valley 
May 4 (JF); there are only six previous records of ap-
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The Hasselblad 500 ELIM. It brings the concept of 
"Film Director" to 2¼ /photography. 

The Hasselblad 500 EL/ M is the 
only electrically-driven 2¼ " cam­
era. After you take a picture, the 
500 EL/ M advances the film and 
cocks the shutter, readying itself 
for the next shot automatically. 
This allows the photographer to 
concentrate less on the mechan­
ics of the camera and more on 
composition. And because it can 
be triggered remotely in a variety 
of ways, the 500 ELI M opens 
some interesting possibilities. It 
lets you get out from behind the 
camera and work with your sub­
ject. In a sense, it permits you 
to become more a director than 
a cameraman. 
Picture this. 

SCENE ONE 
You 're an advertising photogra­
pher and you have to shoot a 
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group of kids. You take your Has­
selblad 500 EL/ M, snap on a 70-
exposure film magazine and a 

-

Zeiss Planar 80mm 
f2.8 lens. You slide 
off the waist-level 
viewing hood and 
slip on an eye-level 
prism finder with 

through the lens metering sys­
tem. Now you set up the camera 
on its tripod and attach a 100-
foot release cord, wound on a 
cord reel. You focus, set your 
speed and aperture, then walk 
away from the camera to work 
with your subject. You shoot as 
you work, no distracting the kids 
by the presence of the camera. 

SCENE TWO 
You're a medical photographer 
filming an operation. You set up 

two Hasselblad 500 EL/ Ms on tri­
pod mounts, each covering a dif­
ferent angle. Again you use a 
70-exposure magazine on each 
camera with different film , but 
this time you change to Zeiss 
Sonnar ~ 50mm f4 lenses, with ap­
propriate filters . You preset the 
controls, then plug the two cam­
eras into a single command unit 
(this unit can handle four Hassel­
blads at once). 

You attach a release cord to the 
command unit , and you're ready 
to trigger both cameras simulta­
neously throughout the operation. 

SCEN E THREE 
You're an industrial photographer 
and your assignment is to photo­
graph instrument readings at 
pre-determined intervals over a 
period of time. You change to a 
Zeiss Oistagon 500mm f4 lens. 
Then you connect the Hassel­
blad to its timer and set the 
timer to trigger the camera at the 
desired intervals. You pre-set the 
camera, start the timer, and leave. 

When the time 
comes, the in­
tervalometer 
will trigger the 
camera. It op­
erates off the 
same recharge­

able batteries that will automati­
cally ready the camera for the 
next shot. There 's no need for 
the two of you to hang around 
wai ting. Only the camera. 

SCENE FOUR 
You're a wildlife photographer 
and you're out to get pictures of 
an animal that would just as soon 
eat you as pose for you. So in­
stead of going after the animal 
with your Hasselblad, you ar­
range to have the animal come 

to you. And not find you 
. there when he arrives. Only 
. your Hasselblad . To do that 

I 
you set up your 500 ELIM 
near the water hole, pre-set 
the controls, equip the cam­
era with a remote radio con­
trol unit, and put distance 

between yourself and 
■ your Hasselblad. You 

watch through bin­
oculars, and when 
the animal appears, 
you trigger the cam­
era by radio signal, 

shooting up to 70 exposures, with­
out a scratch. 
Of course, a good many photog­
raphers simply don ' t have the 
occasion to use the 500 EL/ M re­
motely. They use it hand-held or 
tripod-mounted . Or, like the Amer­
ican Astronauts, attached to their 
chest packs. 
The 500 EL/ M, as remarkable as 
it is, is only one camera of the 
Hasselblad System. For informa­
ti on on the other Hasse lblads 
and their extensive accessories, 
write for our free catalog. Paillard 
Incorporated , ,SQQ Lower Road, 
Linden , N.J. 07036. Other prod­
ucts : Bolex movie equipment, 
Hermes typewriters and figuring 
machines. 
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parently wild birds from California, and all were in 
" � plumage" during the fall. In addition an ad. J was 
seen at a feeder in Imperial Beach Apr. 18, and another 
was at a feeder in Santa Monica May 22-23, but both 
are best treated as escapes; records of ad. J Jin Cali­
fornia form no pattern, being scattered randomly 
throughout the year, and some have shown obvious 
signs of having been in captivity. Two Dickcissels were 
seen together at Furnace Creek Ranch May 27 (RS, 
DDeS et al.); this is an extremely rare spring straggler 
to California with only two previous records for the 
Region. The Lark Bunting reported wintering on the 
Palos Verdes Pen. was last seen Apr. 19. A Slate­
colored Junco in Morongo Valley May 6 was somewhat 
late. A singing J Black-chinned Sparrow at Brock 
Ranch near Holtville Apr. 22 and another at Finney L. 
near Calipatria May 13 appear to be the first records 
for the Imperial Valley. A Harris' Sparrow appeared 
at a feeder in Pasadena Apr. 19, and an exceptionally 
late individual was found near Westguard Pass in the 
White Mis. May 28. A wintering White-throated Spar­
row was present at a feeder in San Pedro until at least 
Apr. 19, and another was seen at Furnace Creek Ranch 
Apr. 6. 
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