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MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Dave DeSante and Van Remsen

Both readers and contributors should note that the
boundaries of our Region have been extended to
include all of northern California north of the line
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extending along the southern limits of Monterey,
Kings, Tulare and Inyo Cos. and west of a line formed
by Rt. 395 north to Bishop and Rt. 6 north from there
to the Nevada line. The map of our Region has also
been revised to indicate some of the current and more
often mentioned birding areas.

The extremely dry hot weather that has charac-
terized the central and southern parts of our Region
since February 1972 came to an abrupt end this fall.
Much of September was characterized by overcast
skies, comparatively unusual southerly winds along the
¢~ and several days of light rain. This pattern con-
ti  dthrough October with localized fairly heavy rain
C... 1-2 and Oct. 9-16 and through November with
steady heavy rain Nov. 4-17. This exceptionally rainy
fall weather broke many records such as a 47-year
old record in Monterey (AB) and produced more rain
in Stockton by Nov. 17 than occurred there during
the entire previous year (DMS). By mid-November

ood snowpack had already developed in the Sierra

). The weather in the northern part of the Region,

vever, was nearly the opposite of that in the central
...J southern parts: both Prairie Creek (MK) and the
Klamath Basin (EJO) reported mild, dry weather with
rainfall well below average.

Most observers commenting on the fall migration
co. " ‘ered the season to be excellent in both numbers
an. .uriety of birds. Many people made frequent use
of such superlatives as ‘‘best ever in this area’’, ‘‘best
= -ecorded history™’, *'I've never seen so many . . ."",

. Basically, three major events characterized the
fall period. The first was the exceptional number of
'~ - 'bird migrants found along the coast. The second
.= Laurence C. Binford's unparalleled discovery on
Sept. 21 of Pt. Diablo, a high open hill just n.w. of
the Golden Gate Bridge, Marin Co., as a concentration
point for observing diurnal migrants, particularly rap-
tors. The third was a massive invasion into the lowlands
and coast of our Region by nearly all of our characteris-
tic montane and northern invasion species. These three
phenomena are treated in detail in the following para-
graphs.

LANDBIRD MIGRATION ALONG THE
COAST—The landbird migration along our coast was
particularly well documented this fall, primarily by
Stallcup’s nearly daily coverage of Pt. Pinos and by
the veritable army of enthusiastic birders in the pre-
viously somewhat neglected Humboldt Bay area.
Unfortunately, Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory
(P.R.B.0.) did not submit complete data from S. Faral-
lon; what data were received, however, indicate that
it was an exceptional fall there as well. Substantial
migration of landbirds began along the coast about Aug.
18 and continued, with new birds arriving nearly every
day, virtually throughout September and October.

S.A.

The basic requirement for a good grounding of land-
birds along our coast in fall appears to be the disintegra-
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tion of the normal high pressure system that exists
over the ocean west of our Region and produces our
characteristic NW offshore wind. This disintegration
is usually associated with the appearance of a high
pressure system east of California often over the Great
Basin. Depending on the strength and location of this
continental high, the resulting winds along our coast
can vary from NE through E and S to SW but typically
are light. This situation often produces the low over-
cast, by now famous on S. Farallon and the coast as
a harbinger of eastern vagrants and large numbers of
landbirds. We had more than our share of such weather
this fall and, as would be expected, excellent number
of landbirds occurred on the coast including many east-
ern vagrants.

Despite the continual favorable weather for land-
birds on our coast, several waves were quite pro-
nounced. The first occurred Aug. 18-24 and was
characterized by good numbers of montane species
such as Wilson's and Hermit Warblers. Particulary
noteworthy was the passage of 1000+ warblers (80%
Wilson’s) through Angwin, Napa Co.. during this
period (WT). The second wave occurred Aug. 29-Sept.
3 and included the largest flight of W. Flycatchers ever
recorded at Palomarin Ranch. Bolinas, (P.R.B.O.) or
on outer Pt. Reyes (LCB, VR. RS) along with fair
numbers of most western warblers. A surprising
number of very early eastern vagrants were captured
on S. Farallon during this time (TM). The third major
wave occurred Sept. 15-17 with a ‘‘spillage of birds™
until Sept. 21 and, besides producing a spectacular
number of vagrants, saw another major flight of W.
Flycatchers (P.R.B.O.,J&SL et al.), as well as a major
movement of Warbling Vireos and Yellow and Town-
send's Warblers. The fourth major wave, Sept. 30-
Oct. 4, occurred in conjunction with the season’s first
storm and produced the largest landfall of passerine
migrants on S. Farallon to be recorded in five years
of continual censusing of the island. An estimated 7400-
9600 landbirds, mostly Zonotrichia, were present on
the island on the moming of Oct. 2 (P.R.B.0.)! The
fifth major wave occurred Oct. 20-25 and produced
surprisingly good numbers of vagrants as well as an
excellent flight of Townsend’s Warblers.

HAWK MIGRATION AT PT. DIABLO —
Perhaps more has been learned this fall concerning
hawk migration in our Region than in all the previous
falls combined, thanks to Binford’s Pt. Diablo hawk
watch. Hawks migrating through the coastal counties
are apparently funneled past Pt. Diablo before crossing
the Golden Gate. Actually, many did not cross the
short water gap and some turned around and came
back after flying half way across. On 28 partial days
of observation totalling 101 hours Sept. 21-Nov. 20,
4026 raptors were counted, giving an overall rate of
about one bird per 90 seconds. Species totals were
1652 Red-tailed Hawks, 823 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 597
Cooper’s Hawks, 463 Turkey Vultures, 242 unident.
Accipiters, 114 Sparrow Hawks, 70 Marsh Hawks, 23
Red-shouldered Hawks, 18 Broad-winged Hawks (1
dark phase), 8 White-tailed Kites, 6 Ospreys, 4 Golden
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Eagles, 2 Rough-legged Hawk$, 1 Ferruginous Hawk,
| probable imm. Goshawk, 1 unident. Buteo, and 1
unident. falcon. Noteworthy by their absence were
Peregrine Falcons and Pigeon Hawks; whether they
use a different migration route, are simply not detected
at this observation point, or are just extremely rare
has not been determined. Also noteworthy was the
documentation of the migratory nature of Red-
shouldered Hawks and White-tailed Kites, and that
Rough-legged Hawks, Ferruginous Hawks, and Gold-
en Eagles, while not uncommon as wintering birds
in Marin and Sonoma Cos., seldom move farther south
along the coast by this route. N. California had only
5-6 satisfactory records for Broad-winged Hawk prior
to this fall (first record in 1967); thus the 18 Broad-
wingeds recorded Sept. 21-Nov. 2 were amazing. The
most on a single day were 5 on Oct. 5. The question
as to whether this is an annual occurrence, previously
overlooked, or an exceptional year will be unanswered
until next fall.

INVASION OF MONTANE AND NORTHERN
SPECIES — One of the prominent features of the
fall was the outstanding invasion of most of our mon-
tane winter-invading species to the lowlands of our
Region. The large numbers of these species that
occurred along the coast in September and October
suggested that our Region was about to witness the
most massive invasion in recorded history. The influx,
however, seemed to diminish rapidly in late November
and we were left with an outstanding but not
unprecedented number of birds. Foremost among the
montane invaders were Evening Grosbeaks which
were recorded virtually throughout the lowlands of the
Region beginning in early and mid-September. The
major influx along the coast occurred between Sept.
27 and Oct. 14 when they were recorded in at least
14 locations between Humboldt Bay and Big Sur. No
less than 256 passed Pt. Diablo between Oct. 3 and
Nov. 20 with the major influx Oct. 3-7 accounting for
192 (LCB). One even reached S. Farallon for the first
island record on Oct. 3 (P.R.B.0.). A second major
influx occurred in the latter half of October, perhaps
peaking around Oct. 25, and brought more birds to
the coast, particularly to the Bay Area and Monterey,
but also supplied large numbers to the Central Valley
(C.V.) from Davis (DAG) and Sacramento (BK) to
Fresno (AC, R&KH). A third major influx to the
central coastand C.V. occurred Nov. 17-24. The origin
of these grosbeaks is, of course, an intriguing question.
The fact that numbers of these birds were recorded
moving in the Sierra during the fall and that most had
disappeared by late November indicates that substan-
tial numbers moved down from the Sierra. However,
good numbers were seen moving south in.the Cascades
between Alturas and Tule L. Nov. 26 (DDeS, RS,
et al.) indicating that a more northern origin is also
possible.

Clark’s Nutcrackers reached the coast in excep-
tional numbers during the early fall but were gone by
the end of the season. At least 47 individuals were
found at 17 locations between Prairie Creek (fide MK)
and Monterey Sept. 21-Oct. 27, including singles on
S. Farallon Oct. 5 and Oct. 27 (P.R.B.0.). As none
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or perish in the ocean? Red-breasted Nutha

a two-year absence, staged a large but n

invasion to the coast and lowlands. Interesungly, ine
arrivals of most individuals coincided with the major
landbird waves, indicating that the same weather fac-
tors may influence the flights of both invading

and long-distance migrants. Exceptional num
Golden-crowned Kinglets occurred both alo~~ <he
coast and in the C.V. from Oct. 6 to Novemt . At
least 50 were present in Caswell Park, San Joaquin
Co., in Oct. (MM), an unusually high count for the
C.V. The main flight reached the coast during t!

20-25 wave at which time they were the com t
migrant on Pt. Reyes (DDeS, VR, LCB).

A sizeable invasion of Purple Finches occurred al
the coast in early and mid-October. At least 100 w___
on Pt. Reyes Oct. 3 (RS, GM er al.) while 1228 passed
Pt. Diablo Oct. 5-Nov. 20 with a peak of 876 C -
13 (LCB). Better than average numbers were in
C.V. at Davis (DAG), Sacramento (BK) and Fre
(ACQ) after early October. Small flocks of Red Cr¢
bills were seen along the coast, primarily during late
October and early November — certainly not a major
invasion. Only 7 passed Pt. Diablo Oct. 23-Nov. 8
(LCB) but 2 were in Sacramento Nov. 1 (fide BK).
Pine Siskin numbers were greater than the past 2 falls,
both on the coast and in the C.V., but were certainly
not up to invasion standards: only 144 passed Pt.
Diablo (LCB). Similarly, most observers felt Am.
Goldfinches to be in slightly better than averagc ~~m-
bers, yet only 17 passed Pt. Diablo (LCB). ._..ser
Goldfinches were thought to be in average numt
179 passing Pt. Diablo may be normal fora © ™ (L¢

Smaller numbers of several other monte... spe...s
reached the coast or lowlands and were undoubtedly
part of the same invasion. A down-mountain movement
of Steller’s Jays was recorded along the w. slope of
the Sierra between Chico (TM) and Sacramento (BK).
Between Oct. 15 and Nov. 3 as many as 70 in a day
(Oct. 26) crossed an Auburn, Placer Co., hillside, an
elevation of only 1000 ft. (MA). Pifon Jays invaded
the crest and w. slope of the Sierra during the early
fall: 20 were near Parker Pass, Tulare Co., Sept. 7
(AC) and 20 were at the Wawona Tunnel, Yosemite,
on the same day (WB); 20 were at Saddlebag L., 10,056
ft.. Yosemite, Sept. 9 and several were heard near
Lion Pt., 35 mi. n.e. of Fresno, Oct. 6 & 13 (AC). A
long individual was at Pt. Diablo Oct. 7 (LCB, J&SL)
for what may be only the fifth coastal record for the
Region. Several Mountain Chickadees reached the
lowlands on both the e. and w. side of the Sierra.
Two Mountain Bluebirds reached the coast: 1 at Pt.
Pinos Oct. 21-22 (RS, AB) and 1 at Pt. Diablo Nov.
8 (LCB, BE). Likewise, 2 Townsend’s Solitaires
reached the coast: 1 in Tilden Park, Berkeley, Sept.
30 (AP) and 1 at Pt. Diablo Oct. 3 (LCB). A Cassin’s
Finch was present in Oakland Nov. 5 (DE) for one
of the very few coastal records.

Several other species of landbirds invaded the Re-
gion in good numbers this fall and, while they cannot
generally be considered to be part of our Sierran mon-
tane avifauna, they may | Tieen triggered b im”
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conditions. Band-tailed Pigeons returned to the Bay
Area in large numbers this fall. No less than 20,241
passed Pt. Diablo Sept. 28-Nov. 30 with a peak of
4471 Nov. 5 (LCB). The origin of these birds? D.F.G.
reported large numbers of pigeons leaving Oregon,
Washington and British Columbia early this year (S.F.
Chronicle, Sept. 24, 1972). The destination? D.F.G.
reported 25-30,000 present in the Santa Cruz and n.
Santa Lucia mts. by the end of Nov. (BE). Lewis’
Woodpeckers were present in unprecedented numbers
in the foothills surrounding the Sacramento Valley after
mid-September. Noteworthy concentrations included
at least 147 that passed over Auburn Sept. 13-17 (MA),
at least 70 along 3 mi. of Putah Creek, Yolo-Solano
Co., Sept. 19 (FB) and hundreds flycatching from the
foothill oaks e. of Sacramento Nov. 5§ (TM, DAG,
BW et al.). Despite these amazing numbers, compara-
tively few reached the coast, these mostly in the Bay
Area (JL, DDeS er al.). A massive invasion of Varied
Thrushes inundated nearly all parts of the Region this
fall, the first major influx occurring Oct. 1923.
Noteworthy records were 30 at a single location in
the Sierran foothills, Madera Co., and 50 along a small
stretch of the San Joaquin R. near Fresno (AC,
R&KH). A second influx in late November brought
even more to the coast, especially Monterey Co.,(AB)
and saw singles at Mammoth Lakes and Lee Vining,
Mono Co. (JF). Winter Wrens occurred in exceptional
numbers along the coast, arriving as early as Aug.
29 at Pt. Reyes and Rodeo Lagoon (RS, VR). A single
was along the Sacramento R. near Chico Nov. 4 where
they are rare (TM).

In contrast to the above species, Robins were present
in only fair-to-poor numbers throughout the fall until
la  November when the first large influx began.
Suuarly, Cedar Waxwings were present in below
average numbers during the fall, the only sizeable influx
occurring early-mid-October. Despite this scarcity of
Cedars, 2 Bohemian Waxwings were noted this fall,
the first very early, Sept. 18-19 at Inverness, Marin
Co. (G. Brady), the second Nov. 6 in Sacramento
(GM).

LOONS THROUGH PETRELS — Loon migra-
tion followed normal patterns, although 20 Arctics and
5 Commons at Pt. Reyes Nat’'l Seashore (P.R.N.S.)
Sept. 2 was a large number for so early (LCB, RS,
VR). An Arctic Loon, extremely rare inland, was at
L. Tahoe Nov. 25 (GMcC). Very early Red-necked
Grebes were at Rodeo Lagoon Aug. 29 (RS, VR,
WMP) and Limantour, P.R.N.S., Sept. 5 (WMP). A
Hormed Grebe at Abbott’s Lagoon, P.R.N.S., Sept.
2 (LCB. RS, VR) was also very early. An incredible
concentration of Eared Grebes covered Mono L. Sept.
14 — perhaps 100,000 birds! This seems unbelievable,
but a similar figure was arrived upon by a different
observer (JF) last year at this location (fide HK). One
thousand W. Grebes, a very large concentration, were
on Drake’s Bay, P.R.N.S., Oct. 22 (VR, LCB). Very
late-nesting Pied-billed Grebes (pair with recently
hatched young) were noted at Rodeo Lagoon Aug.
22 (WMP).

The only Black-footed Albatross noted s. of Hum-
boldt Co. was one near the Farallons Sept. 6 (TM);
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this species was virtually absent off the c. coast this
fall. Only very small numbers of Fulmars were
reported. After mid-Sept., Pink-footed Shearwaters
often outnumbered the normally more common Sooty
Shearwater on boat trips. The very rare Pale-footed
Shearwater was found off Monterey Aug. 20(G. Hunn,
LCB, et al.). New Zealand Shearwaters were scarce,
peaked early, and left the region early (RS er al.):
the largest sighting was 20 off Monterey Aug. 23 (RM)
and the latest were 4 off Bodega, Sonoma Co., Oct.
8 (BDP et al.). Five Manx Shearwaters were on Mon-
terey Bay Oct. 15 and 7 on Oct. 18 (RS, RLeV). One
or two Forked-tailed Petrels were found on Monterey
Bay Oct. 2, 18 and 21 J&RW, RS). The only Leach’s
Petrel was a white-rumped bird off Humboldt Co. Oct.
1 (RS, TC, er al.). Thirty-five Ashy Petrels off Hum-
boldt Co. Oct. 1 were very far north (LCB, RS, DDeS
et al.), as were 10 Black Petrels off Bodega Bay Oct.
8 (BDP, GB). The usual petrel flock off Moss Landing
in Monterey Bay comprised 4000 Ashy and 400 Black
Sept. 23; built up to 6000 Ashy and 1000 Black on
Oct. 8 and 4500 Ashy and 800 Black on Oct. 18; then
decreased to 250 Ashy and no Black by Nov. 22 (AB,
RS, J&RW ¢r al.). Present in this flock was a Wilson’s
Petrel Aug. 18-Oct. 18 (AB, LCB,RS, e al.); this
species has now been found there every fall since 1967.
Also in this flock were 1-3 Least Petrels Oct. 8 (AB)
and Oct. 18 (RS). Another was well-described off Hum-
boldt Co. Oct. 1 (DDeS. RS, RLeV et al); this is
the farthest north report on the Pacific Coast; however,
there is still no specimen for N. Calif.. although there
are at least 5 well-documented sight records.

PELICANS THROUGH HERONS — White Peli-
cans were reported in normal numbers with a maximum
of 800-900 in s. S.F. Bay Oct. 18-24 (HLC, BE).
Coastal and S.F.Bay censuses showed Brown Pelican
numbers were unchanged from last fall (D.F.G., BE).
The high percentage of first and second-year birds (50-
85%), as noted during the summer period, was evidence
of a successful breeding season in Mexico (AB et al.).
A Magnificent Frigatebird at Santa Cruz Oct. 20 (fide
RGr) was a leftover from this summer’s invasion.
Heron and egret populations all appeared normal. Cat-
tle Egrets invaded the Region this fall—reports were
received from virtually every locality. Six birds from
4 localities were reported in Oct., with the earliest
bird on the Farallons Oct. 12 (DAI); and then from
Nov. 17 to the end of the period, 25 individuals, mostly
imm., were found at 10 coastal and 3 inland localities.
An ad. Yellow-crowned Night Heron appeared at San
Rafael, Marin Co., Nov. 5 and is apparently wintering;
this is the same locality where an ad. has summered
for 5 consecutive years (ABu). There is no winter
record for this Region.

WATERFOWL — D.F.G. reports showed that
hunters at the wildlife refuges in the Region killed
86,484 ducks, 1,873 geese, and 2,833 coots this fall
through Nov. 26; this is less than 2% of the total refuge
populations. In the Tule L.-Lower Klamath refuges,
*‘dark geese’’ (Canada and White-fronted) peaked at
560,450 and *‘white geese’ (Snow and Ross’) peaked
at315,150allon Nov. 8 (D.F.G. aerial surveys). These
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lows were in good numbers on Pt. Reyes until Oct.
15 (" ~ eS) but a Barn Swallow at San Luis N.W.R.
Oct. o> (PM) and a probable Bank Swallow at Sac-
ramento N.W.R. Nov. 4 (TM) were very late. A Black-
billed Magpie, possibly a wild bird, was near Arcata
after Nov. 22 (TS, DE et al.). Another returned for
th econd straight winter near Napa (BDP). Black-
capped Chickadees may be spreading south into Hum-
boldt Co.: 2 were at Fairhaven Aug. 26-Oct. 10(RLeV,
DE, TS et al.) and 2 were at Gold Bluff Beach, Prairie
Creek Park, Nov. 12 (DE, RM). Three Chestnut-
backed Chickadees at the Wawona Tunnel, Yosemite,
Oct. 8 (S& KB) add another location to their known
Sierran range. A Rock Wren was at Pt. Pinos Sept.
15-26 (RS, DDeS er al.); they are rare on the coast
away from their breeding grounds.

MIMIDS THROUGH VIREOS — Four Sage
Thrashers were found w. of the Sierra this fall: singles
on S. Farallon Sept. 8-15 & Oct. 3 (BW, P.R.B.O.),
1 at Volta W.A., Merced Co., Sept. 12 (ROW) and
1 near Kneeland for the first Humboldt Co. record,
Oct. 24 (DE, TS et al.). Hermit Thrushes were
reported in much larger numbers this fall than last.
The latest Swainson’s Thrushes were 4 at Pt. Reyes
Oct. 15; with them was a Gray-cheeked Thrush, the
fourth fall individual in the Region (DDeS). Encourag-
ingly, good numbers of W. Bluebirds were reported
throughout the Region during the season. A Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher was at the mouth of Jacoby Creek on
Hum’ "It Bay after Nov. 7 for the Humboldt Co.
recoru ]M, DE, TS er al.). At least 10 N. Shrikes
from the Great Basin, 3 in the C.V. and at least 6
it ““umboldt Co., all after Oct. 20 and most in late
Mo ember, may be slightly above normal for the Re-
gion. The number of Starlings recorded in the Region,
including the number of flocks in the tens of thousands,
continues toincrease at an alarming rate, A Gray Vireo,
the first record for the Region, was carefully described
from Pt. Reyes Sept. 17 (DE, LS). A Red-eyed Vireo
was at Fairhaven Sept. 26-27 (RLeV, DE, TS et al.)
and “‘lots’’ (7) of Red-eyed Vireos were reported from
~ Tarallon in October (P.R.B.0O.). There may be only
. previous fall records for the Region.

WOOD WARBLERS — In marked contrast to last
fall, most of our western warblers were present along
the coast in better-than-average numbers. Both Yellow
and Townsend’s Warblers occurred in exceptional
numbers, not only on the coast but also in such interior
locations as Lafayette, Contra Costa Co., (LF). A
minimum of 26 Hermit, 25 Nashville and 21 Black-
throated Gray Warblers along the coast were many
more than the usual sprinkling. A high count of 8
Nashville Warblers along with 200 Yellows at the Car-
mel Rivermouth Sept. 12 was exceptional (RS). Late
Nashvilles were 4 around Humboldt Bay in November
including 2 at Eureka Nov. 21-22 (DE, TS et al.).
Late Black-throated Grays included 1 at Sacramento
Nov. 19 (RS, GM, TM) and 1 at Bodega Bay Nov.
25 (LWG). MacGillivray’s and Wilson’s Warblers, the
earliest warblers to leave our Region, were the only
species present in normal or less than normal numbers.
Only 13 MacGillivray’s were reported from the coast,
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the lastest being 1 at Belmont, San Mateo Co., Nov.
1 (FN). A Wilson’s Warbler at Lafayette Oct. 7 (LF)
was the only report after Sept. 29; they had become
very scarce on the outer coast by mid-September. The
only chat reported was 1 on S. Farallon, Sept. 3 (TM).

Four Audubon’s Warblers at the RCA Station, Pt.
Reyes, Sept. 2 (RS, LCB, VR) and 2 there Sept. 7-8
(DDeS) were exceptionally early. Substantial numbers
arrived on the coast Sept. 24-26 and during the Oct.
2-3 wave, but numbers did not arrive inland and in
the C.V. until mid-October (LF, BK, DMS). The ear-
liest Myrtle Warblers were 1 at Pt. Reyes Sept. 24
(LWG) and 1 at Pt. Pinos Sept. 26 (RS), but a massive
influx, during which time they greatly outnumbered
Audubon’s, occurred along the coast south to the Bay
Area Oct. 2-3 (RS, DDeS, MK). No further influx
occurred until Oct. 20, after which time numbers
increased steadily along the coast particularly in the
Bay Area and Monterey (DDeS, RS, AB ef al.). On
the whole, Audubon's were considered to be in better
numbers than last year but were still outnumbered by
Myrtles in many locations along the coast. A detailed
census in the Humboldt Bay Area Nov. 24-25 showed
Myrtles in many locations along the coast. A tally
in the Humboldt Bay Area Nov. 24-25 showed
were very scarce in the C.V. this fall: only 4 were
reported, all after Oct. 10.

No fewer than 21 species of vagrant warblers were
reported this fall, 3 more than the previous record set
in 1968 and 1971. As usual, Blackpoll Warblers pre-
dominated with at least 38 individuals on the mainland
coast, 27 at Pt. Pinos and 11 at Pt. Reyes, all between
Sept. 15 and Oct. 23. The major influx occurred Sept.
16-17 when at least 16 were seen, but substantial num-
bers also occurred rather late at Pt. Pinos where 8
were found on Oct. 16 (RS). Palm Warblers ‘were also
plentiful this fall with at least 24 individuals on the
mainland coast Oct. 4-Nov. 25, including at least 10
at Pt. Pinos Oct. 4-Nov. 5 and 7 in the Humboldt
Bay area Oct. 20-Nov. 25 (DE, TS et al.). “‘Gobs
and gobs’’ were reported from S. Farallon Sept. 16
mid-November (P.R.B.0O.). An excellent fall for Am.
Redstarts produced at least 17 along the coast from
Pt. Reyes to the Carmel Rivermouth, all between Aug.
24 and Oct. 15. At least 11 more were on S. Farallon
Aug. 27-Oct. 1 (P.R.B.O.). A banner fall for Black-
and-white Warblers saw 8 along the c. coast Sept. 14-
Oct. 20, 1 on S. Farallon Sept. 9 (P.R.B.O.) and 1
in Eureka Nov. 21-23 (TS. DE e al.). An average
or better-than-average fall for Tennessee Warblers pro-
duced at least 5 along the coast Sept. 3-Oct. 20 and
at least 5 more on S. Farallon Sept. 2-Oct. 11 (TM,
P.R.B.0O.). Similarly, at least 6 N. Waterthrushes on
the coast Aug. 20-Sept. 25 and 3 more on S. Farallon
(P.R.B.O.) were slightly more than average.

A Worm-eating Warbler, the third fall record for
the Region, was found in Pacific Grove in early
November at the exact spot where 1 occurred 3 years
ago (WR). Five Virginia’s Warblers were found this
fall: 1 at Rodeo Lagoon Aug. 23 (DR), 1 at Toro Park
near Salinas Sept. 10 (BG), 1 on Pt. Reyes Oct. 3
(RS), 1 at Pt. Pinos Oct. 4 (AW, RS) and 1 on S.
Farallon Oct. 5 (BW). There have now been 11
individuals recorded in the fall in our Region. A Lucy’s
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Warbler at Pt. Pinos Oct. 14 (RS, AW) was only the
fourth fall record for the Region. Two Parula Warblers
were found this fall, a ¢ at Pt. Pinos Sept. 18 (V.L.
Yadon fide RS) and a J at a different location on Pt.
Pinos Sept. 19-25 (RS, AB er al.). There are now 7
fall records for the Region. A Magnolia Warbler on
S. Farallon Sept. 15-18 (P.R.B.0.), 1 at Pt. Pinos Sept.
15-16 (RS, DDeS er al.) and 2 there on Sept. 17 (WR
et al.), 2 at Rodeo Lagoon Sept. 16 (WMP) with 1
remaining until Sept. 21 (LCB) and 1 at Pt. Reyes
Sept. 16 (RGr, J&SL et al.) illustrates the wave nature
of these vagrant occurrences. Another Magnolia was
on S. Farallon Aug. 27 (P.R.B.0.). A Cape May
Warbler was on S. Farallon Sept. 17 (P.R.B.0.), the
seventh fall record for the Region. A J Black-throated
Blue Warbler was at Fairhaven Sept. 30 (RLeV, DA
et al.), a ? was at L. Merced, San Francisco, Oct.
2 (NS), a d was at Davenport, Santa Cruz Co., Oct.
4 (RS), another 3 was at Tilden Park, Oct. 17 (VH
et al.) and singles were on S. Farallon Oct. 2 & 19
(BW, P.R.B.0.) — agood number for this rare vagrant
in our Region. A Black-throated Green Warbler, the
fourth fall record for the Region, was at Pt. Pinos
Oct. 20-21 (RS, AW et al.). A Blackbumnian Warbler
was on S. Farallon Sept. 3-5 (TM, P.R.B.0.), another
was there Oct. 26 (P.R.B.0.); 1 was on Pt. Reyes
Sept. 20 (fide ABu) and 1 was in Pacific Grove in
early November (WR). An imm. Chestnut-sided War-
bler was along Putah Creek near Davis Aug. 27 and
an identically plumaged bird was at the same spot Sept.
16 (DAG). The fact that none could be found on inter-
vening dates and that both dates were wave days on
the coast suggests that 2 birds were involved. Another
imm. was at Olema Marsh, Marin Co., Oct. 13 (JH).
Single Prairie Warblers were on S. Farallon Aug. 30,
Sept. 28 and Oct. 27 (TM, BW, P.R.B.0.), 1 was
on Pt. Reyes Sept. 6 (RS, GM, J&SL), 1 was at Pt.
Pinos Oct. 23 (WR) and 1 was at Eureka Nov. 21-23
(DE, TS et al.) — an amazing number for a single
fall. At least 7 Ovenbirds were present on S. Farallon
Sept. 3-Nov. 5(TM, P.R.B.0.). This secretive species
is apparently overlooked on the coast. A 3 Kentucky
Warbler was found in Eureka Nov. 21-22 (TS, DS
et al.) and was collected by Dr. Harris, Humboldt
State College, Nov. 23 for the first fall record for
California. A d Hooded Warbler, the fourth fall record
for the Region was at Tilden Park Aug. 22 (RS er
al.). Two Canada Warblers were on S. Farallon Sept.
1 with 1 remaining until Sept. 3 (TM, P.R.B.0O.)
another was there Sept. 16 (P.R.B.0O.) and 1 was at
Pt. Pinos Sept. 15-17 (RS, AW et al.). There are now
6 fall individuals for the Region.

ICTERIDS THROUGH SPARROWS — Five
Bobolinks were at the Spreckles Ponds near Salinas
Sept. 21 with 2 remaining until Sept. 24 (BG) and 2
were on S. Farallon Oct. 11 (BW). Singles were at
Pt. Pinos Sept. 22and Oct. 13 (RS er al.) and at Arcata
Sept. 27-28 (BED, DE, TS et al.). At least 5 Yellow-
headed Blackbirds were present on the coast where
they are rare while late singles were at Honey L. Nov.
24-25 (GMcC, TC er al.). Several Tricolored Black-
birds were seen around Humboldt Bay during the fall
(LCB, DE, TS er al.). They are virtually unknown
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from the n.w. coast of our Region. At least 6 Orchard
Orioles were present on S. Farallon Sept. 1-Oct. 24
(TM, P.R.B.O.) and a ? was at Pt. Pinos Sept. 20
(RS, WR, et al.), an amazing number for a single fall.
A Hooded Oriole on S. Farallon Sept. 2-3 (TM) was
a first fall record for the island. A Rusty Blackbird
was on S. Farallon Oct. 20-22 (P.R.B.0.), the first
island record. Another was near Eureka Nov. 16
(BED). There were only three previous records for
the Region. The second Regional record of Hepatic
Tanager was an imm. 3 at Carmel Highlands Sept.
9-10(D. Graham, AB, etal.). Five Rose-breasted Gros-
beaks were found this fall: Mammoth L. Aug. 15 (fide
JMF), Corte Madera, Marin Co., Aug. 17 (fide MAS),
Manila, Humboldt Co. Sept. 30 (RLeV) and singles
on S. Farallon Oct. 2 & S (BW). An imm. Blue Gros-
beak was at Pt. Pinos Oct. 13 (RS) only the second
Monterey Co. record. An Indigo Bunting was at the
Carmel Rivermouth (RS, GM er al.) Oct. 12. A
Dickclssel, the sixth fall record for the Region, was
in the Arcata Bottoms Nov. 12-17 (T. Osbom, DE,
TS et al.). Lawrence’s Goldfinches were nearly com-
mon at Pt. Pinos this fall: a maximum of 35 was present
Sept. 20 (RS).

A Green-tailed Towhee along Putah Creek, near
Davis, Aug. 27 (DAG), 1 photographed near Mill Val-
ley, Marin Co., Sept. 11 (fide MAS) and 1 seen at
Pt. Diablo Nov. 17 (LCB) were the only coastal
reports. The only Lark Bunting was 1 at Spreckles
Ponds near Salinas Sept. 21 (BG). The Sharp-tailed
Sparrow returned to the e. end of the Dumbarton
Bridge in November (BE). A Black-throated Sparrow
was captured at Palomarin Ranch Oct. 7 for the first
Marin Co.record (P.R.B.0O.). Singles were on S. Faral-
lon Aug. 18 and Sept. 4-16 (P.R.B.0O.). Two ad. Sage
Sparrows at Volta W.A. Sept. 19 (ROW) probably
represent the northern-most individuals of the race
breeding in the s. San Joaquin Valley. Oregon Juncos
were present in the lowlands in good numbers this
fall and at least 20 Slate-colored Juncos were found
with them. Single Tree Sparrows were on S. Farallon
Oct. 4&5 (BW, P.R.B.0.) and another was in Bayside,
Humboldt Co., Nov. 25 (fide DE). Four Clay-colored
Sparrows were at Pt. Pinos Sept. 17-28 (RS, LCB et
al.), several were on S. Farallon (BW) and 1 was
banded at Palomarin Ranch Nov. 5 (P.R.B.0.) while
another was seen in the Arcata Bottoms the same day
(fide DE). The first island record of Black-chinned
Sparrow was 1 present on S. Farallon Aug. 30-Sept.
4 (TM, P.R.B.O.).

The first White-crowned Sparrows arrived during
the Sept. 15-17 wave along with a very few Golden-
crowneds but the major influx both on the coast and
inthe C.V. of both species occurred during the massive
Sept. 30-Oct. 4 wave. Better than average numbers
of both Fox and Lincoln’s Sparrows were recorded
this fall, their movements also coinciding with the major
waves. Two Harris® Sparrows on the coast and 1 in
the C.V., all in November, were noteworthy but 17
found in the Surprise Valley-Honey L. area Nov. 24-25
(RS, DDeS, TC) indicate a massive invasion into the
Great Basin. At least 33 White-throated Sparrows were
recorded this fall, 10 more than last year’s record-
breakingnumber. Five Swamp Sparrows reported this
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fall included 1 at Dry Lagoon Nov. 12, the first Hum-
boldt Co. record (DE) and 1 at Honey L. Nov. 24,
the first Great Basin record for our Region (TC). One
or 2 Chestnut-collared Longspurs were with 50-75 Lap-
lands at Honey L. Nov. 24-25 (GMcC, DDeS et al.).
Lapland Longspurs were present on S. Farallon after
Oct. 7 (P.R.B.0.), 2 were near Manila Oct. 13 (DE),
1 was at Pt. Pinos Oct. 22 (RS) and 1 was near Wood-
land Dec. 3(DAG). Two Chestnut-collared Longspurs
on S. Farallon Oct. 19 and a Snow Bunting there Oct.
26 (P.R.B.0.) were first island records. Another Snow
Bunting was at the s. spit of Humboldt Bay Oct. 29
(RLeV) and, what may have been the same bird was
there Nov. 11 (DE, DS, RM).
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