SOUTHWEST REGION
/ Ted Parker

After an unusually late. cool and wet spring. the
region expericnced somewhat variable weather in
June and July. with generally dry and warm
conditions in southern Arizona, southwestern New
Mexico. and
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southern Nevada. and cooler. damper weather in most
of New Mexico. July rains were somewhat scattered
and below normal. Excellent nesting conditions. the
result of above-average winter and spring rains. pre-
vailed in nearly all areas. The abundant vegetation and
water conditions combined to produce especially op-
timum nesting conditions for many insectivorous
species (flycatchers enjoyed best nesting success in
several years). and granivorous species. especially
quail and fringillids. also fared well. Breeding was
somewhat delayed in the northern parts of the region.
and low densities of nesting species reported in the
mountains forests may have been the result of a more
evendistribution of birds through the greater amount of
suitable nesting habitat. As a direct result of the cold
and snow cover persisting in May. certain high altitude
species nested at relatively low elevations.
MacGillivray's Warblers. for example. were appar-
ently nesting below 6000 feet in the mountains near
Flagstaff. Arizona: the species is usually not found
much below 9000 feet. Lark Buntings and Cassin’s
Sparrows were found in areas where they were previ-
ously unrecorded in summer. These and possibly other
fringillids took advantage of suitable habitat by either
lingering in areas south and west of their usual breeding
range (Lark Bunting). or by pushing north into new
areas (Cassin's Sparrow). Such trends may also occur
among insectivorous species. Olivaceous Flycatchers.
for example. were found in the Pinal Mountains of
Arizona. far north of any previous nesting area. it will
be interesting to see whether the species is there next
summer. Included in this report is an unbelievable in-
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NIGHTJARS, SWIFTS—Two Whip-poor-wills
were heard July 12 in the Hualpai Mts. south of King-
man in extreme n.w. Arizona (EH); the species has
been recorded there since 1948. Nine probable Black
Swifts were observed and photographed over Albu-
querque June 4 (Pat Basham). White-throated Swifts
seen in June and July near Lake Pleasant, Maricopa
Co.. Ariz. may have been nesting nearby (SD).

HUMMINGBIRDS—AIlthough hummingbirds
were generally scarce at feeders in most areas (owing to
abundant natural food), several interesting reports
were received. An imm. 3 Lucifer Hummingbird was
identified in Ramsey Canyon, Huachuca Mts., July 8
(EH et al.) and a female remained in Guadalupe Can-
yon, Cochise Co.. Ariz. into early June (TP). A
3 Costa’s Hummingbird that frequented a Phoenix
feeder in June-July (Kitty Johnson) was only the second
summer record for that area. Anna’s Hummingbirds,
formerly unknown in summer. were noted during the
period in Tucson. w. of Nogales. and in Yuma. Finally,
a much-talked-about hummingbird that appeared at
several feeders in Cave Creek Canyon. Chiricahua
Mts. in June (RS, E & SC. Bob Yutzy) was probably a
hybrid Blue-throated X Anna’s or Broad-tailed. Hy-
bridization between the former species (Lampornis X
Calvpte) has occurred in the past.

TROGONS. WOODPECKERS—A Coppery-
tailed Trogon was seen in Guadalupe Canyon, Cochise
Co., Ariz. in early June (RS); there were two previous
records for the canyon. A Red-headed Woodpecker at
Bosque N.W.R., June 20 (GZ) was at the western limit
of its range. A Hairy Woodpecker at Camp Pioneer
near the Rio Grande north of El Paso June 6 (GW) was
quite unusual.

COTINGAS, FLYCATCHERS—Nests were lo-
cated for eight of nine pairs of Rose-throated Becards
present along Sonoita Creek. Santa Cruz Co.. Ariz. in
early June (TP. Steve Hanselmann). This is virtually
the entire U.S. population of this Mexican species. The
presence of E. Kingbirds in s. Nevada at Logandale.
Clark Co. (3)and in the Pahranagat Valley (2} on July 4
suggested the possibility of breeding (CL). At least 14
pairs of Thick-billed Kingbirds were counted in s.e.
Arizona and s.w. New Mexico (ten pairs in Guadalupe
Canyon, four of these in the New Mexico portion: and
four pairs (low) along Sonoita Creek (TP). A Tropical
Kingbird 20 mi. n.e. of Yuma June 10 (StL) was proba-
bly an early straggler from Mexico. An uncommon
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher appeared at Bisbee Jct..
Cochise Co., Ariz., July 16 (Mike Wihler). Very in-
teresting were several pairs of Olivaceous Flycatchers
found in the Pinal Mts., Pinal Co.. Ariz.. June 25 (E &
SC). These were well north of any previously known
breeding locality.

SWALLOWS., CORVIDS—Tree Swallow nests
were found near Kaibab Lodge. Coconino Co.. Ariz..
July 17 & 21 (R & MW). Adults were photographed at
nest holes for the first positive record of nesting in
Arizona. Fairly large colonies of Bank Swallows were
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locatedinr - New Mexico (RWa). This c=~~*~sis not
known to ..__. in Arizona. irk’s Nut rs lin-
gered in the lowland nd in mountains so.... of their
known breeding range through June, following the in-
vasion of the previous fall and winter.

MIMIDS, THRUSHES—~Three reports of Gray
Catbirds were received: one singing along the Little
Colorado R. near Springerville, Apache Co., Ariz.,
June 29 (E & SC), another on the Santa Clara Indian
Reservation, Rio Arriba Co.. N. Mex., June 22 (RWa),
and a singing bird in the Davis Mts., Jeff Davis Co..
Tex..June 29(PE.JMi). Three Am. Robins in Phoenix
June 13 (DS) were unusual summer records for that
area.

VIREOS, WARBLERS—A pair of Bell's Vir~~-
nested near Overton, Nev. (CL). An ad. ? Gol._ .
winged Warbler (third state record) seen four mi. s.w. of
Springerville. Ariz.,June 28 (E & SC) was very close to
the area where an ad. male was observed July 26, 1972
(Am. Birds 26:889). A N. Parula was observed singing
on the Santa Clara Indian Reservation June 22 (RWa),
anunusual summer record. Another unexpected record
was of an ad. < Black-throated Blue Warbler seen near
Rustler Park, Chiricahua Mts.,June 17 (Tom Heindel).
The somewhat frequent occurrence (12 records) of this
eastern species in Arizona is inexplicable since it is a
trans-Gulf of Mexico migrant and is rare even in coastal
Texas and e. Mexico in migration. Two Grace's War-
blers reported from the Hualpai Mts., n.w. Ariz., July
13 (EH) were at the n.w. limit of their range. Two
Red-faced Warblers at Horse Seep, Maricopa Co..
Ariz., June 9 (Robt. Bradley) were only the second
county records. Two records of ad. £ Hooded Warblers
were received: one below Rustler Park, Chiricahua
Mts.. June 30 (Randall Madding. RWe), and another in
Sycamore Canyon, Pajarito Mts.. Santa Cruz Co..
Ariz.. June 7 (HK): these represent the third and fourth
records of the species for Arizona. An Ovenbird (sixth
record for state) was seen in E. Tucson June 8
(Genevieve Oakes). and an imm. 3 Am. Redstart was
observed 15 mi. below Parker Dam on the California
side of the Colorado R., June 24 (GMc), an unusual
date.

S.A—

It should be mentioned here that several of the wood
warblers noted in this report (i.e.. N. Parula, Oven-
bird, Hooded Warbler) which are usually constdered
vagrants in the Southwest. winter in small numbers in
the lowlands of Sinaloa and Nayarit, Mexico (on the
west side of the Sierra Madre Occidental) less than 1000
miles south of Arizona and New Mexico. Some spring
(and fall?) records of these species could perhaps be
attributed to the closeness of these wintering popula-
tions. This would seem to be supported by the fact that
the Black-and-white Warbler. Northern Waterthrush,
and Am. Redstart. alluncommon to rare migrants in the
region, winter rather commonly in Sinaloa and Nayarit.
On the other hand, the Louisiana Waterthrush. a regu-
lar winter visitantin w. Mexico. has beenrecorded only
a few times in the Southwest.
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Five-striped Sparrow, Southeastern Arizona, Sept. 8, 1971. PhotolC.S. Lawson.

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS—Great-tailed Grackles
continue to increase in many parts of the region, and
400 young produced at Bosque N.W.R. were indicative
of this increase. Common Grackles were nesting in
increasing numbers at [sleta Swamp s. of Albuquerque
(JD). Bronzed Cowbirds also seem to be expanding
their range in parts of the region as demonstrated by the
following records: an ad. male at Bosque N.W.R., June
6 (GZ), several birds that may have been locally raised
in the Silver City, N. Mex. area in July (DZ), and large
numbers in the Davis Mts. of w. Texas (PE) where the
species was absent just a few years ago.

FINCHES—Indigo Buntings were reported from
many localities of the region; this species appears to be
a regular summer resident of riparian areas in Arizona
and New Mexico. A Painted Bunting (J) at Camp
Pioneer along the Rio Grande R. near El Paso June 6
(GW, Linda Jones) was unusual. Evening Grosbeaks
lingered in the lowlands of the region into June follow-
ing the invasion of the previous winter. Similarly, a pair
of Red Crossbills in n.w. Phoenix June 6 - 12 were ex-
tremely late (DS). A large flock of Lark Buntings was
reported from ten mi. s. of Pipe Spring Nat'l Monu-
ment. Mohave Co., Ariz., May 22 (RW), and three
were noted at Hachita, Grant Co., N. Mex., June 9
(Alan Nelson). No nest of this species has ever been
found in Arizona, but an unverified report of nesting in
the c. part of the state was received. Cassin's Sparrows
were reportedly common in several areas where they
had previously been unrecorded or scarce. At least 20
singing birds were noted in the grasslands east of Mt.
Triplet, San Carlos Apache Indian Reservation,
Graham Co., Ariz., July 14 (E & BJ). The species
apparently bred near Whitewater, Grant Co., N. Mex.
with 12 adults being seen July 21 (DZ).
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CORRIGENDUM—The Bald Eagle record for
Dec. 13 (Am Birds 27:647) should be omitted, and the
following record added: Anad. Bald Eagle was seen on
the Salt R., near the e. end of Roosevelt L., Gila Co.,
Ariz. Dec. 12, 1972 (Dick & Bea Smith).
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