


A & Oldsquaw seen on San Diego Bay June 16 was
probably summering locally. A & Harlequin Duck at
Playa del Rey, L.A. Co. well into July was clearly
summering. A few White-winged Scoters were re-
ported with the summering Surf Scoters along the
coast, and as many as four Surf Scoters were found at
Salton City on the Salton Sea during July (BB, GSS er
al.). As usual a few Red-breasted Mergansers remained
through the summer on the Salton Sea: all very
bedraggled-looking by late July.

HAWKS—A pair of White-tailed Kites nesting near
Lancaster, L.A. Co.. in April (AS) was east of the
species’ normal range. Of 12 Red-tailed Hawk nests
found in San Diego Co. ten were successful, one being
robbed by man and the other abandoned (AF). How-
ever, only four Red-shouldered Hawk nests out of
eleven found in the same area were successful, most
failures resulting from land-clearing and tree cutting
operations: a nest near Victorville, San Bernardino Co.
May 10 (RS) was at an interesting locality. One or two
Swainson’s Hawks near Big Pine in the Owens Valley
during July were the only ones reported. A few Ospreys
were evidently present on the coast of Orange and San
Diego Cos. throughout the summer as well as one at
N.E.S.S. and another around Imperial Dam on the
Colorado R. Most encouraging were the reports of a
pair nesting on L. Casitas in Santa Barbara Co.
(S.B.A.S). and another pair nesting on Tinnemaha Res.
near Big Pine (TH).

RAILS—BIlack Rails are evidently more widespread
in s.e. California than previously suspected, for besides
being relatively common around Imperial Dam on the
lower Colorado R. one was heard calling from the
marshes at the mouth of the Whitewater R. at N.E.S.S.
Apr. 27 (GLB). another was heard near Calipatria May
31(DVT). and about six were calling from a small marsh
in Anza Borego Desert S.P. June 8 (JB).

SHOREBIRDS—Two Black Oystercatchers at
Goleta, Santa Barbara Co. June 24 (S.B.A.S.) were at
an unusual locality. Three juv. Snowy Plovers at L.
Elsinor. Riverside Co. Apr. 23 (AF) are proof that the
species breeds at this inland lake. A Ruddy Tumstone
at Furnace Creek Ranch May 30 (RW) was the first
found in Death Valley. A Red Knot at S.E.S.S. July 13
was the only one found away from the coast. A Dunlin
spent the entire summer at the N.E.S.S.. most unusual
in June and July. Seven Stilt Sandpipers at S.E.S.S.
July 27 (GSS et al.) were the first reported for the fall.
Three N. Phalaropes had returned to the Salton Sea by
June 17: it is amazing how early fall migrant phalaropes
appearin s. California with both Northern and Wilson's
present in the ‘‘hundreds’” by July 1.

JAEGERS, GULLS., TERNS, SKIMMERS—The
only jaegers reported were a single Pomarine near Pt.
Fermine July 9 and another near San Clemente 1. two
days later. Western Gulls (yellow-legged) arrived on
the Salton Sea in late June, with 20 counted on June 22,
and built up to around 50 by the end of the period: these
are regular post-breeding wanderers from the Gulf of
California. Juvenile California and Ring-billed Gulls
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arrived in s. California in late July, with both species
noted on the Salton Sea July 27. Laughing Gulls were
first noted on the Salton Sea June 22 and increased to
about 50 by the end of the period. Four Franklin’s Gulls
at N.E.S.S. June 22 (GMcC) and another there July 8
(HK)were the only ones found this summer. On June 17
an ad. Heermann's Gull was seen at N.E.S.S. (VR),
then three were found at Salton City June 20 (GSS), and
another at S.E.S.S. June 22 (GMcC); this species is a
casual straggler to the Salton Sea. and five individuals
in this short a period are unexpected. Three or four
summering Black-legged Kittiwakes were at Santa
Barbara and Malibu throughout June and July. Most
unusual was a Sabine’s Gull at Imperial Dam on the
Colorado R. June 22-23 (GMcC).

Gull-billed Terns evidently nested at both ends of the
Salton Sea with 25-30 pairs at S.E.S.S. and 5-10 pairs at
N.E.S.S. a number of juveniles being noted in both
areas during July. Fall migrant Com. Terns were first
seen on the Salton Sea July 13, and the species was
common on the coast by the end of the month. Least
Terns continue to nest in San Diego Co., with 145 nests
on Camp Pendleton, 12 at San Elijo Lagoon, 40 on
Mission Bay, and 80 at the s. end of San Diego Bay.
Some 200 pairs of Elegant Terns successfully nested on
San Diego Bay, the only such nesting colony in the U.S.

Up to 20 Black Skimmers were present on the Salton
Sea throughout the period; three active nests were
found at the mouth of the New R. at the S.E.S.S. July 27
(GMcC(), the same day two flying young were seen
begging food from adults at the mouth of the White-
water R. at the N.E.S.S.

CUCKOOS, DOVES. OWLS GOATSUCKERS,
SWIFTS—Yellow-billed Cuckoos, now quite rare and
very local in California, were found in small numbers
(5-6) around Laguna Dam on the Colorado R. in June
and July, the only locality in this Region where the
species is regularly found; one at Finney L. in the
Imperial Valley July 5 (LCB) was the first seen in that
area in over 15 years. A Band-tailed Pigeon in Morongo
Valley July 8 (HK) was somewhat out of range. A
Ground Dove nest with two young in Valley Center,
San Diego Co. Aug. 17 (AF) proved the first breeding
record for that area.

Remarkable was the report of 100+ Barn Owl nests
found on Camp Pendleton (AF). Many Pygmy Owls
were sighted in the Santa Barbara area during the sum-
mer (S.B.A.S.) suggesting nesting locally. Spotted
Owls were found nesting in the Los Padres National
Forest near San Luis Obispo (FT), an adult was seen
with two juveniles in the San Jacinto Mts., June 15
(VR), two young were photographed in the Santa Ana
Mts., June 10-11(CS). and two young were seen withan
adult in the Laguna Mts., July 13 (GMcC). Single
Long-eared Owls were seen near China L., Inyo Co.,
May 18 (R&KH), at Wildrose in the Panamint Mts.,
May 25 (RS), and on Santa Barbaral., July 5(LJ);anest
was found at Oasis, Mono Co.. in late May (VR), two
nests were seen in Morongo Valley during May (EAC),
and another nest was located at Yaqui Wells in Anza
Borego Desert S.P. in early June (JB). A nesting Saw-
whet Owl was sound in Cerro Alto Campground near
San Luis Obispo (FT). and the species is believed to
have nested on Santa Cruz I. (LJ).
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A calling Whip-poor-will was heard off and on
throughout the period at L. Fulmor in the San Jacinto
Mts. (LCB, VR, LJ) where nesting is suspected; two
more were heard on Clark Mt. in e. San Bernardino Co.
June 22-23 (KG, BP). Two Lesser Nighthawks were
seen at Goleta in June (S.B.A.S.); this species is un-
usual on the coast this far north. Two Black Swifts over
Big Pine in the Owens Valley June 22 were probably on
afeeding forage from a nesting site in the nearby Sierra
Nevada, but ten there on July 30 were more likely to
have been migrants; two pairs were found nesting at
Santa Anita Falls above Pasadena in July (GSS). Unex-
pected was a Chimney Swift flying with Cliff Swallows
at Laguna Dam on the Colorado R. June 23 (GMc(C).

HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS—BIlack-
chinned Hummingbirds were found nesting by mid-
April, with a pair seen nest-building on the Palos Ver-
des Pen. Apr. 12 ( J & DM); one female was seen
building a third nest after having fledged two broods.
Interesting was the sighting of two females battling for
the possession of a newly-built nest Apr. 15 & 16, with
both birds seen on the nest on the 15th. Costa's Hum-
mingbirds were nest-building in Los Angeles Co., as
early as Jan. 5, with young flying by Feb. 18. Anna’s
Hummingbirds were nesting in late November and
young were still to be found in a nest on May 15; a nest
at Agua Caliente Springs in e. San Diego Co. May 6
(AF) was at an unusual locality. The Allen’s Humming-
bird population on the Palos Verdes Pen. was seen
gathering nesting material as early as Nov. 10, and 46
nests by some 15 females produced 25-30 young prior to
July 19; two females were known to have nested three
times (SW, J&DM).

Far out of normal range was an Acorn Woodpecker
on Clark Mt., May 5 (A. Driscoll, fide SC), however,
others appeared to wander into e. California this spring.

CHICKADEES THROUGH KINGLETS—Chest-
nut-backed Chickadees are now nesting as far south as
Dumes L. on the coast, where a pair with four young
was observed (S.B.A.S.). A pair of Red-breasted
Nuthatches nested at Running Springs in the San Ber-
nardino Mts., and the species may also have nested on
Clark Mt.. in the e. part of the county. A Gray Catbird
was studied at Furnace Creek Ranch May 30 (RW); the
species is extremely rare in California, but another was
seen in the same general area this spring. Two pairs of
Bendire's Thrashers were found nesting around Yucca
Valley in April (AS, GSS), two pairs were seen near
Twenty-nine Palms Apr. 25 (GLB), and in Joshua Tree
National Monument a male was seen singing on terri-
tory at Salton View Apr. 13 (JM), a pair with three
young was observed in Hidden Valley Camp Ground
May 28 (RR), and another pair with four young was
found on Ryan Mt., June 1 (RR); this is more than the
average number of reports away from e. San Bernar-
dino County. American Robins appeared to be common
around much of Los Angeles all summer, and the
species is no doubt increasing as a breeding bird in the
coastal lowlands of s. California, thanks to the suitabil-
ity of well-watered suburban communities. Unex-
pected was the discovery of two or three singing 33
Hermit Thrushes in Trabuco Canyon of the Santa Ana
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Mts., June 10 (CS). A singing 3 Ruby-crowned Kinglet
in the Laguna Mts., May 30 (GMcC) was a little south of
the species’ known breeding range.

FLYCATCHERS—Two or three Cassin's Kingbirds
were seen on the lower portions of Clark Mt., June
22-23 (KG, BP); previously unreported in this area of
California, but known to nest in areas both north and
south of the locality. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was
collected near Blythe, Riverside Co., June 13 (Bertin
Anderson, fide JHS); this is a rare straggler to Califor-
nia. Wied’s Crested Flycatchers were relatively com-
mon along the Colorado R., where large trees still
remain, but two pairs at Morongo Valley were the only
ones found to the west of the river. A Dusky Flycatcher
nest in the Laguna Mts. of San Diego Co.. July 13
(GMcC) establishes a new southernmost breeding lo-
cality, the species not previously known to nest south
of the Santa Rosa Mts. Away from the Colorado R., the
only breeding Vermilion Flycatchers were birds of a
pair in Morongo Valley; since the land at Morongo
Valley has been allowed to go from irrigated alfalfa
back to desert scrub, Vermilion Flycatchers have
steadily declined at that locality.

Again Barn Swallows nested at S.E.S.S. with young
from a second nesting still in the nest Aug. 13. Purple
Martins are steadily declining in this Region, the total
number of birds reported being 2-3 in the Santa Ynez
Valley after Mar. 15 (early) and 10-15 at Nojoqui Falls,
Santa Barbara Co.. in April and May (S.B.A.S.), six in
the Santa Ana Mts. in early June (CS).twoat L. Fulmor
in the San Jacinto Mts. in May and June (GSS). and two
pairs nesting in Pine Valley, San Diego Co. in June
(GMcC); this species was formerly common through-
out the mountains of s. California, even nesting down
into some of the residential areas of the coastal
lowlands.

VIREOS, WARBLERS—Bell's Vireos continue to
decline, but were found in small numbers at Morongo
Valley (one pair). around Azusa, L.A. Co. (three pairs),
at Imperial Dam on the Colorado R. (one pair), and
around San Diego (three pairs); predation by Brown-
headed Cowbirds is suspected of being a major factor
affecting the vireo’s numbers. Gray Vireos appeared to
be holding their own in the e. portions of the San Ber-
nardino Mts., with up to three adults seen in a day
during May and June, and two juveniles in July; a pair
on Clark Mt., June 22 were the only birds reported
away from the San Bernardinos. A Red-eyed Vireo at
Deep Springs May 30 (RW) should have been included
in the spring report.

A singing Black-and-white Warbler in Tepusquet
Canyon near Santa Barbara July 7 (AH) must have been
a straggler left over from spring. The Nashville Warbler
has not yet been found nesting south of the Sierra
Nevada in California, however, each summerindividu-
als are reported in the higher mountains of this Region;
the summer at least six singing females were located in
the San Bernardino Mts. during early June (SW). Two
or three Virginia’s Warblers were seen on Clark Mt. in
e. San Bernardino Co. June 23-30 (KG, BP, GMcC(C)
where they are known to nest. A & Magnolia Warbler
hit a window on the Palos Verdes Pen., June 20 (SW
—Cal. State Univ., Long Beach). Three (2 singing 3 3
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