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MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Rich Stallcup, Dave DeSante and
Russell Greenberg

Locally mild, calm and dry weather made for very
pleasant field trips and, perhaps, the late departures of
some of our local breeding species, but more wide-
spread weather influences were no doubt responsible
for the most phenomenal ornithological autumn on rec-
ord (See under Wood Warblers). Not only were four
new species (all documented with photographs) added
to the list of one of the most thoroughly birded regions
in the nation, but for some of our *‘regular vagrant’’ and
‘‘rare vagrant’ birds, numbers of individuals nearly
equalled or actually surpassed the combined totals of all
previous years.
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Owing to dry conditions in the southern parts of the
region and mild temperatures in the Malheur, Honey,
Tule and Klamath Lake refuges, waterfowl were again
late in arriving in the Central Valleys (below C.V.) and
thus, hunters’ bags through mid-October there, were
light or empty. By Oct. 23, California Department of
Fish and Game (below C.F.G.) aerial surveys indicated
that ducks were up 40 per cent and geese up 45 per cent
over this time last year (another very dry year). By this
date, most rice in the C.V. and com in the Delta had
been harvested and water was being spread on the
fields. By Nov. 20 duck populations were down 15 per
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TABLE 1. Summary of the occurrences of vagrant wood warblers during the fall migration period (Aug. 1 - Nov. 30)
1974 fall occurrences
Species Inclusive dates N. coast SE. S. coast Interior Total
Hum- Sonoma, Farallon S.F..S. Cruz, No. of occur- Total no. of
boldt, Marin San  Mon- rences in pre- previous fall
Del Mateo terey vious best fall occurrences
Norte
Black-and-white Sep 4-Nov 29 3 6 2 2 3 17 10 (1972) 69
Prothonotary Sep 28 I 1(1967.69) 2
Golden-winged Sep 14-16 1 1 0 0
Tennessee Sep 2-Nov 25 2 10 20 5 4 2 43 13 (1972) 93
Virginia's Aug 16-Oct 26 4 3 3 1 1T 6(1972) 18
Lucy’s Nov 29 | 1 2(1970) S
Parula Sep 19-Oct 13 5 1 6 2(1972) 7
Magnolia Sep 1-Oct 30 3 10 15 2 1 31 9(1972) KX)
Cape May Sep 21-Oct 12 2 3 1 1 7 3(1968) 9
Black-thr. Blue Sep 29-Nov 25 5 S 5 2 5 22 8(1972) 42
Black-thr. Green Sep. 29-Oct 25 2 2 2(1970,72) 6
Blackburnian Sep 15-Nov 19 3 4 5 2 14 4(1970.72) 19
Yellow-throated Sep 16-24 1 1 2 1(1969) 1
Chestnut-sided  Sep 2-Oct 19 4 10 20 1 1 36 6(1973) 31
Bay-breasted Sep 18-Oct 24 1 1 7 1 10 1(1964,68,71) 3
Blackpoll Sep 7-Nov 12 19 43 69 8 39 178 63 (1971) 308
Pine Oct 19 I 1 1(1970,73) 2
Prairie Sep 16-Oct 16 1 2 4 1 8 7(1972) 19
Palm Sep 20-Nov 23 14 50 53 7 41 1 166 57 (1972) 288
Ovenbird Sep 15-Oct 25 9 9 10 (1972) 26
N. Waterthrush Sep 16-Nov 17 1 2 2 1 6 8(1971,72) 58
Connecticut Sep 11-29 2 3 5  2(1968) 3
Mourning Sep 17-26 5 5 1(1973) 1
Hooded Oct 5-30 1 1 2 21971 5
Canada Sep 15-Oct 27 1 6 1 1 9 5(1972) 7
Am. Redstart Aug 12-Nov 4 8 22 21 4 3 1 59 38 (1972) 199
TOTAL 65 178 252 39 103 15 652 246 (1972) 1254

Warblers, Ovenbirds and Am. Redstarts, for some un-
known reason were present in numbers that were only
2-3 times average while the N. Waterthrush was only
1.1 times average. Interestingly, all four of these
species breed regularly in British Columbia and winter
regularly in w. Mexico, perhaps indicating that most of
this fall's vagrants initiated from areas farther east.
Even more exciting than the exceptional numbers of
our ‘‘regular’’ vagrants was the amazing variety of truly
rare vagrant warblers found this season. A & Pro-
thonatory Warbler, the third fall record for the Region,
was at Neary's Lagoon. Santa Cruz Co., Sept. 28
(RMt,MW). Anad. 8 Golden-winged Warbler. the first
fall record was on the F.1. Sept. 14-16 when it was found
dead (*California Academy of Sciences). A Lucy’s
Warbler. the sixth fall record for the Region. was at the
Carmel R. mouth Nov. 29 (L & FN¥). An amazing six
Northern Parulas were recorded. Three were near
Bodega Bay Sept. 19-27 (DE*, TS, GLB ez al.), two
were on Pt. Reyes Sept. 26-30 (TS, JM, DE* er al.) and
one was at the Carmel R. mouth Oct. 13(RS, BMeral.).
Seven Cape May Warblers this fall included three on Pt.
Reyes between Sept. 21 and 30 (RST,J & SLt, PMt, BS
el al.), one on a boat, 40 mi. w. of the Humboldt-Del
Norte Co. line Sept. 25 (GF), one at Fairhaven Sept.
25-27 (DEt, TS et al.), one at Ano Nuevo Oct. 9 (PM,
BS) and one at the Carmel R. mouth Oct. 13 (KH*,
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DW). Two Black-throated Green Warblers were on the
F.1.. Sept. 29 & Oct. 25. The second and third fall
Yellow-throated Warblers (both albilora race) were,
one on the F.1. Sept. 16-19 (P.R.B.O.%) and one at the
Samoa Coast Guard Station Sept. 24 (RLeV.GFeral.).
An incredible /0 Bay-breasted Warblers were found.
Seven were on the F.1., six from Sept. 18-28 and one
Oct. 24, one at Pt. Reyes Sept. 23-26 (DE+, TS, EM),
one at the Mad R. mouth Sept. 29 (TS, BR, DE?) and
one at Sharp Park Golf Course. San Mateo Co. Oct. 16
(PM*. BS). A Pine Warbler, the third fall record, was
photographed on the F.I. Oct. 19 (P.R.B.O.¥). At least
three Connecticut Warblers, two of them banded and
photographed were on the F.I. Sept. 11-29 while two
more were described from Pt. Reyes, one Sept. 26 (TS,
DE+) and one Sept. 29 (PMt. AE et al.). Five Mourning
Warblers, four of them banded and photographed, were
on the F.I. between Sept. 17 and 26. These are the first
substantiated records for the Region although one was
previously described from Bolinas Sept. 16, 1973
(DDeSt). Details of all of these birds will be published
elsewhere. A & Hooded Warbler was at Santa Cruz
Oct. 5,6 (PMT,RS, LCBeral.)and another male was at
Moss Beach Oct. 27-30 (BS, PMT e al.). At least 9
Canada Warblers were recorded, 6, from the F.I. Sept.
15 - Oct. 27, one was on Pt. Reyes Sept. 26 (DEt, TS)
another was at Ano Nuevo Sept. 27 (BY+) and one was
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in Pacific Grove in early November (Reese, fide RS).

The pattern of occurrences of the various species this
fall fits, in general, the pattern they have exhibited in
past years, as demonstrated by DeSante (Ph.D. disser-
tation, Stanford, 1973) to support the hypothesis of
**Mirror Image Misorientation.’’ The question remains,
however, why were these birds so abundant this year?
Part of the explanation may be found by examining
weather patterns during the fall. The stage for this ex-
traordinary fall could have been set as early as the first
third of August when high pressure areas became suc-
cessively “‘trapped.’ first over s.-¢c. Canada and then
over Ontario resulting in NE winds coincident with the
initiation of migration of many ‘‘eastern’ warblers.
During the period Aug. 25 - Sept. 2, a high pressure area
moved north out of the Pacific into the Gulf of Alaska
and then eastward across British Columbia. The
clockwise northeasterly winds associated with this high
could have brought large numbers of vagrants, already
moving under the influence of the early August north-
easterlies, into staging areas in the Great Basin, the n.
Rocky Mts. and the Great Plains. Wind, however, in n.
California during this entire period remained westerly
because of the action of another high overs. California.
Few vagrants were recorded in California before Sept.
12. On that date, however, a major change occurred
when another high began moving into s. British Colum-
bia and became ‘‘trapped’’ by the action of a low over
the southwest. This resulted in a **weather funnel’” with
prevailing winds out of the NE all the way from s. c.
Canada, across the northern plains, the Rockies and the
Great Basin, directly to c¢. coastal California. This
rather unusual weather system remained more or less
stable for 14 days until Sept. 28 and during that time the
most amazing assortment of vagrant warblers, de-
lineated above, inundated our Region. This weather
pattern was followed by a long series of weak, unstable
weather fronts, often bringing E and S winds which
continued until Nov. 5 at which time a stable system of
westerlies prevailed until the end of the period.
(Weather data gathered from records of the U.S.
Weather Bureau.)

The prevalence of westerly winds in coastal Califor-
nia until mid-September brought smaller than usual
numbers of western warblers to the coast during this
time. Approximately normal migration occurred
through the C.V. and Sierra during this period when
most of our western warblers passed through the state.
Only fair numbers of our rarer, interior western war-
blers occurred during late September and October but
three records of single Yellow-breasted Chats along the
coast were noteworthy: Sept. 5, F.I., Sept. 30 - Oct. 2,
Arcata (Hewston, fide DE) and Oct. 30, L. Lucerne,
San Mateo Co. (JM). The lack of strong weather fronts
during October and November brought fewer-than-
usual Yellow-rumped Warblers into the Region. Myrtle
Warblers, for example, did not reach the S.F. Bay Area
until Oct. 24 (DDeS) and both Yellow-rumped forms
were still in reduced numbers at the end of November.

ICTERIDS THROUGH TANAGERS — A few
Bobolinks were present almost continuously on the F.1.
during late September. which is normal, with six pres-
ent Sept. 22. One was in Arcata Sept. 26-28 (GC, BDP)
and two were at the surprising C.V. locality of Jelly's
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Ferry Rd. Tehama Co. Sept. 21-27 (SA). A Yellow-
headed Blackbird, a rare coastal visitor, was in the
Arcata bottoms Sept. 22 (fide DE. TS). A Tricolored
Blackbird, rare in Humboldt County, was seen in Bear
R. Valley Oct. 12 (DS). An ad. & Orchard Oriole at
Mono L. Aug. 28 (MB). is the first regional record east
of the Sierra. Females were identified this fall at Samoa
Oct. 11 (DE, TS et al.) and on the F.I. Oct. 25-27. A &
N. Oriole (galbula race) was on Pt. Reyes Oct. 27
(BDP, LCB). A 3 Summer Tanager remained near
Santa Rosa from Sept. 11 through the end of the period
(GLB).

FINCHES — The only Rose-breasted Grosbeaks re-
ported were on the F.I. where at least four were re-
corded during September and October. Indigo Buntings
were reported from the following four locations: Pt.
Reyes Sept. 24-29 (WMP, PM), near Santa Rosa Sept.
24 (LWQ), the F.I. late September and Pacific Grove
Oct. 6(J & SL, RS, LCB). High elevation House Finch
reports include one near Hilton L. Mono Co. (9800 ft.)
Aug. 17, eight near Saddlebag L. Aug. 27 (10,500 ft.)
(DDeS, JF) and 10-15 at L. Tahoe Oct. 5 (WS). A &
Dickcissel was on the F.I. Oct. 14, 15. Lawrence's
Goldfinches were reported from three coastal localities
including one on the F.I. Oct. 18-22. Lark Buntings
were on the F.I. Sept. 12 - Oct. 11 with up to six present
in late September. A Savannah Sparrow was at the high
elevation of 10,500 ft. near Saddlebag L. Aug. 27
(DDeS, JF). Three Grasshopper Sparrows were pres-
ent on the F.1. in late September and October. The
second regional Le Conte’s Sparrow was photographed
() on Pt. Pinos Oct. 19 (B & CYT, EM*, RB). Vesper
Sparrows were reported from seven coastal localities
which is normal. Black-throated Sparrows were seen at
two unusual coastal localities: one at Belmont Oct. 3
(RM*), one on the F.I. Aug. 31 and one there Sept. 16 -
Oct. 5.

There were seven coastal reports of Tree Sparrows
this fall, which is half the previous all-time total for the
coast. Late Chipping Sparrows were reported Nov.
8-10 at Belmont (FN), Nov. 17 in Ukiah (OJK) and
Nov. 3 in Coyote Hills Pk. (EM). The usual number of
Clay-colored Sparrows were seen. Individuals were at
Pt. Reyes Oct. 9-13 (RS, JM, SFB), Samoa. Sept. 25-29
(fide DE, TS), on the F.1.. September-November with
three on a day in late September and Westhaven, Oct.
22 (RLeV, DE, TS). Brewer's Sparrows were present
in September and October on the F.I. with up to ten in
one day in late September and one was at Bodega Head
in late September (GLB, RLeV, MLR). There was a
record number of White-throated Sparrows reported
with 28 mainland records, and individuals present al-
most continuously from Sept. 24 on the F.I. A “‘rusty”
Fox Sparrow and an individual of intermediate charac-
teristics were at an Oakland feeder from Nov. 13 on(J &
SL). Usually rare, there was an invasion of Swamp
Sparrows to the c. coast this fall. Thirty were reported
from Marin County, with 22 in Olema Marsh alone (JM
et al.)! They were also on the F.1. with up totwo present
during October and November. There was an unprec-
edented invasion of longspurs to the coast. As many as
50 Laplands and 60 Chestnut-collareds were reported
from one field on Pt. Reyes during October and
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November; up to 100 Laplands and 20 Chestnut-
collareds were in the Arcata Bottoms in October with
some still at each of these localities at the end of the
period; and up to 120 Laplands and 20 Chestnut-
collareds at L. Talawa, Del Norte Co. in mid-October.
While these were the major concentrations, small
flocks and individuals were reported from other areas
of Marin and Humboldt Cos. and the F.I. A most un-
usual report was that of a Chestnut-collared Longspur
seen from a boat 5'mi. off Moss Landing Oct. 5 (RS,
GMct, C.F.0.). Fifty-five Chestnut-collareds, six
McCown’s and only three Laplands were found at
Honey L. Ref., Oct. 10 (RS, BM). Up to three Snow
Buntings were present Oct. 19 - Nov. 16 on the F.I.
where there is only one previous fall record.

CORRIGENDA — In AB: 28, 689 the Tropical King-
bird should be credited to AP not PM. On 28: 848, under
Alcids, the statement beginning ““Two Xantus ... "’

should be corrected to read, *‘Two murrelets, Xantus’ -

or Craveri’s were seen . . . *’ and on p. 850 add Joseph
Morlan to the list of contributors. The name Peter Me-
tropulos (correct) has been spelled wrong in several
issues.

CONTRIBUTORS — David Ainley (DAi), David
Anderson, Susan Anderson, Garth Alton, Maurine
Armour, Steven F. Bailey, David Bochman, Gordon L.
Bolander, Laurence C. Binford, George Bing, William
Bousman, Ned Boyajian, Mike Brady, Ron Branson,
Greg Butcher, California Field Ornithologists, Ted &
Zoe Chandik, Glen Clifton, Alan M. Craig, Byron
Davies, Richard Dean, Richard DeCoster, Bruce Deuel
(BED), DonnaDittman, Bob Dyer (BD), Art Edwards,
Bruce G. Elliott, Dick Erickson, Jules Evans, Janet
Farness, Lynn Farrar, Fresno Audubon Society, Gary
Friedrichsen, David A. Gaines, Robert Gill (RGi),
Golden Gate Audubon Society, L.W. Gralapp, Keith
Hansen, Rob Hansen, Tom Hiendel, Richard L. Hill,
Joel H. Hornstein, Lee Jensen, Margaret Keith, Betty
Kimball, Oliver J. Kolkmann, Steven Laymon, Ron
LeValley, Ruth & Bob Loveless, John & Susanne
Luther, Eugene Makishima, Bill Manolis, Georgianne
Manolis, Brian J. McCaffery, Guy McCaskie (GMc),
Alice Mericort, Peter Metropulos, Joseph Morlan, Jim
Morris (JiM), Randall Morgan, Tom Meyer, Woody
Nackley, Leroy & Fran Nelson, Point Reyes Bird Ob-
servatory, Benjamin D. Parmeter, Carmen Patterson,
William M. Pursell, Van Remsen, John Reinoehl, Wil-
liam Reese, Jean Richmond, Don Roberson, Bob Rod-
riguez, Mary Louise Rosegay, Barry Sauppe, Don
Schmoldt, Linda Schiesman, Tom Schulenberg, Doris
M. Shanks, John Silvas, Paul Springer, Nick Story,
Steve Summers, Wally Summer, Kris Tyner, John &
Ricky Warriner, Marilyn Watson, Peter White, Dave
Winkler, Jon Winter, Bob & Carol Yutzy, Mark Zum-
steg. — RICH STALLCUP 4409 44th Ave., Sacramento,
California 95824, DAVE DeSANTE Dept. of Biological
Sciences, Stanford Univ., Palo Alto and Point Reyes Bird
Observatory, Bolinas, California 94924 and RUSSELL
GREENBERG 270 Kellogg Ave., Palo Alte, Caiifornia
94301.
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