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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Guy McCaskie

The winter season was rather uneventful, with no
major influxes of more northerly species into the Re-
gion, or mountain species into the lowlands.
Red-breasted Nuthatches were unreported, and many
other regular wintering species for the Region
were in smaller-than-normal numbers.

A fair number and variety of species, normally con-
sidered summer visitors, were present including more
than the normal number of flycatchers and warblers.
Unexpected finds included a Trumpeter Swan and Ruff
in Los Angeles, a Magnolia Warbler on the Colorado
R., two Black-throated Blue Warblers on the coast, and
a Sharp-tailed Sparrow inland.
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LOONS, GREBES — Common Loons are rarely
found inland during the winter in s. California, hence
one on L. Hodges, San Diego Co., Jan. 5 (AF) is of
interest. A Red-necked Grebe, rare anywhere in s.
California, was in Santa Barbara Jan. 5 (BB) and
another was at nearby Goleta Jan. 13 (PL). The only.
Horned Grebes found away from the coast was one on
L. Perris, Riverside Co. Feb. 2(EAC,SC),and another
on L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara Co. Feb. 14 (AH).
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FULMARS., SHEARWATERS. STORM-PE-
TRELS — A Fulmar near Catalina [. Dec. 22 (SS) and
another off Huntington Beach. Orange Co. Feb. 1 (fide
GSS) were the only two reported, indicating that the
species was scarce in s. California waters this winter. A
flock of over 1000 Manx Shearwaters off La Jolla. San
Diego Co. Dec. 19 contained a partial albino individual
with a white head (JD). An Ashy Storm-Petrel near
Santa Barbara 1. Dec. 20 (JA) is interesting. since
winter records are virtually non-existent.

HERONS, IBISES — The ad. Little Blue Heron
found at Bolsa Chica. Orange Co. Nov. 17 was still
present Mar. 27 (DRo). and another adult was seen off
and on at the south end of the Salton Sea (hereafter
S.E.S.S.) Dec. 7 - Feb. 8 (KEM, DVT): there are only
three previous records for the Salton Sea. Over 60
Cattle Egrets were reported from along the coast be-
tween Santa Barbara and the Mexican border including
four on San Clemente 1. Mar. 28 (LT); twelve near
Blythe on the Colorado R. Dec. 10 (JHS) were the only
ones found elsewhere away from the Salton Sea. A
Louisiana Heron found at Bolsa Chica in late No-
vember was still present Feb. 18 {J & SL) and appears to
be the only one in s. California this winter. As usual a
few Least Bitterns were present around the Salton Sea
all winter. but one near San Diego Dec. 30 (DRa) was
the only one reported from along the coast. One or two
White-faced Ibis around Oceanside. San Diego Co.
throughout the period (AF) appear to be the only ones
wintering along the coast: this species used to be more
common, occurring regularly in Orange and San Diego
counties.

SWANS, GEESE. DUCKS — Three Whistling
Swans on Morro Bay Feb. 22 (RBH). one in nearby San
Luis Obispo Jan. 26 - Feb. 4 (FRT), and another near
Santa Barbara Dec. 21 (S.B.A.S.) were the only ones
reported away from the Owens Valley. where they
occur regularly each winter. An ad. Trumpeter Swan on
Legg L. in San Gabriel Jan. | - Feb. 17(GSS er al.). and
what was probably the same bird was present in nearby
Covina, Los Angeles Co. Mar. 13-15 (EAC. SC): four
togetherin Ventura Co. late last fall (Am. Birds, 29:120.
1975) represented the second modern day sighting in s.
California. A Canada Goose on Santa Barbaral. Jan. 18
(LJ) was an unusual locality. An ad. Brant was associat-
ing with Black Brant on San Diego Bay Feb. 15 - Mar. 2
(GMcC. ID ¢1 al.): one or two are found almost every
year in coastal s. California and must be considered
regular in limited numbers. Snow Geese were scarcer
than usual at S.E.S.S. reaching a maximum of only 9000
of which but 1 per cent was imm. birds: interesting w as
the presence of seven birds marked in Wrangel I. last
summer. Up to 30 Ross” Geese at S.E.S.S. during the
winter was normal, but one near Big Pine in the Owens
Valley Jan. 11 (TH) and another near Oceanside Jan. {2
(JD) were both at unusual localities for the species.

A flock of 15 Fulvous Tree Ducks at S.E.S.S. Feb 10
(JHS) was unexpected since the species is rare any-
where in California during the winter. A Z Eurasian
Green-winged Teal was well seen in San Luis Obispo
Feb. 2 (FRT) and another was at Legg L. in San Gabrie!
Mar. 23 - Apr. 2 (DWF ¢r al.): only a few records exist
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for this form in s. California. As usual a few Blue-
winged Teal were present along the coast throughout
the period with up to five males at Goleta, Santa Bar-
bara Co. all winter: numbersincreased in February, and
more than 30 males were reported in the Region during
March. An unmistakable & Blue-winged x Cinnamon
Teal was found in San Diego Feb. 22 (GMcC, JD): this
hybrid is found somewhat frequently so cannot be con-
sidered rare. A & Garganey in Long Beach Mar. 19
(GSS er «l.) is undoubtedly the same individual seen
here a year ago and also on Mar. 15, 1972 (Am. Birds
28:851). This may be the most migratory of all the
northern hemisphere ducks. moving well into the
tropics of Asia and Africa each winter. even stragghng
to Australia on at least one occasion. In recent years it
has been found in the west Aleutians (A ud. Field Notes
24:634. Am. Birds 25:785. 28:838 and 935) so natural
wandering south along the west coast of North America
is plausible. The only Eur. Wigeon reported was a male
near Oceanside Jan. 12-16 (JD. PU) and another male
near Chino, Riverside Co. Feb. 28 (DWF). A handful of
Wood Ducks was found scattered throughout the Re-
gion with one in Puma Valley. San Diego Co. Feb. 19
(AF) being the farthest south. The & Tufted Duck on L.
Sherwood. Ventura Co. was last seen Jan. 12(FH). An
imm. & Barrow's Goldeneye on San Diego Bay Feb.
15-20(GMcC. JD ¢t al.) is only the third ever found in
the Region. An Oldsquaw near Cambria. San Luis
Obispo Co. Dec. 20 - Jan. 30(EV]). one at Ventura Jan.
31 -Mar. 4(S.B.A.S.). another nearby at the mouth of
the Santa Clara R. Jan. § (GSS) and two on San Diego
Bay Jan. 1 - Feb. 18 (JD. PU) gave us an average
number for s. California. Two 2 Harlequin Ducks were
near San Simeon. San Luis Obispo Co. Jan. 2
(S.B.A.S.) where they are undoubtedly regular in win-
ter. and the male that has been at Playa del Rey, Los
Angeles. Co. since 1972 was still there Mar. 31 (JAJ).

White-winged Scoters were exceptionally scarce this
winter, and a 8 Black Scoter off Goleta Mar. 2(PL.) was
the only individual of that species reported: a poor vear
forall scotersin s. Catifornia. Hooded Mergunsers were
more numerous and widespread than normal with two
in Goleta Feb. S-Mar. [9(PL. S.B.A.S.). one at Malibu
Jan. 8 - Feb. 28 (GSS). three on L. Casitas Dec. 26 (SF),
up to six near Glendora Nov. 1 - Feb. 7(DG et «l.). one
in Riverside Feb. 15 - Mar. 15(RGW,EAC). and two in
nearby Redlands all winter (EAC. SC): more interesting
was one near Rasor, San Bernardino Co. Dec. 2 (JS).
another on the Colorado R. near Earp Dec. 29(JD. KG)
and one more near Niland at S.E.S.S. Jan 25 (EAC.
SC).

KITES. HAWKS. OSPREY. FALCONS — A
White-tailed Kite near Thermal, Riverside Co. Dec. 27
(EAC. SC). two at the north end of the Salton Sea Jan.
25 (JD) and another at Brawley. Imperial Co. Jan. 25§
(JD) were all east of their normal range. and numbers
continue to increase within the species’ normal range.
Most unusual was an ad. Goshawk in Pt. Mugu S.P.,
Ventura Co. Dec. 7 - Jan. 3(SW. GSS ¢r al.). A ""Har-
lan’s Hawk™ was well seen near Santa Maria, Santa
Barbara Co. Jan. 12 (PL, FH): this dark form of Red-
tailed Hawk has been reported on only four previous
occasions in this Region. About 25 Rough-legged

741



Hawks were reported with most in the Owens Valley,
however some did reach extreme s. California with one
near Escondido, San Diego Co. Feb. 6 (AF), two at L.
Henshaw. San Diego Co. Dec. 13 (JD)and one or two at
S.E.S.S. Dec. 15 - Apr. 2 (DVT e¢1 «l.). Ferruginous
Hawks continue to hold their own with over 30 indi-
viduals found during the period. An ad. Bald Eagle was
near Big Pine in the Owens Valley Jan. 3 (TH) and an
imm. was at nearby Bishop Feb. 2 (TH): farther south
two orthree(2ad. | imm.) were on the ColoradoR. near
Needles Dec. 29 - Jan. 15 (JD. JHS). and three imm.
were above Imperial Dam Jan. 15 (JHS): elsewhere one
to four (2 ad.. 2 imm.) were on L. Cachuma, Santa
Barbara Co. Dec. 27 - Jan. 22 (S.B.A.S.), an adult was
at nearby Refugio Pass Jan. S(S.B.A.S.). an imm. was
over Newport Bay Jan. 12 (JD). five imm. were at L.
Mathews, Riverside Co. Mar. 23 (EAC, SC). and up to
nine (2 ad. 7 imm.) were at .. Henshaw Dec. 23 - Mar.
16 (BS, ID); these birds all probably come from the
Pacific Northwest since none are known to nest in the
Region. A few Ospreys were present along the entire
coast as well as one at the Salton Sea and two around
Imperial Dam on the Colorado R. all winter. The only
Peregrine Falcon reported was an adult on Santa Rosa
I.Mar. 1-3(LJ). Only eight Merlins were found, indicat-
ing a drastic decline in numbers in recent vears.

CRANES., RAILS — A flock of 82 Sandhill Cranes
was near Brawley in the Imperial Valley Dec. 4 (DVT),
the only locality away from the Carrizo Plain that regu-
larly holds cranes in s. California: one near Big Pine in
the Owens Valley Jan. 12-24 (TH). and another at L.
Casitas, Ventura Co. Dec. 26-27 (SF) were unusual. A
Black Rail was flushed from a marsh at S.E.S.S. Feb. 9
(DVT) giving us another record for that area.

OYSTERCATCHERS, PLOVERS, SANDPIPERS
— Up to four Black Oystercatchers present at Playa del
Rey Jan. 6 - Mar. 8 (HF, JL ¢ «l.) were some distance
from an area of regular occurrence. Two Snowy Plovers
at Owens L. Jan. 3 (TH) were unexpected. since winter
records are unknown from interior localities other than
at the Salton Sea. Mountain Plovers winter regularly
along the west side of the San Joaquin Valley. through-
out the Imperial Valley and in suitable habitat in the
coastal lowlands south of Los Angeles: this winter 25
were seen near Santa Maria Jan. 19 (PL) and about 10
near Pt. Mugu Dec. 24 - Mar. 5 (JD. HF). The only Am.
Golden Plovers reported were four at Playa del Rey
Feb. 12 - Mar. 13 (HF ¢r «l.) and three on Upper New-
port Bay Jan. 28 (GSS). Asusual a few Lesser Yellow-
legs were present on the coast and at the Salton Sea.
Some 35 Stilt Sand pipers were around S.E.S.S. all win-
ter (GMcC ¢t «/.). This species regularly winters in w.
Mexico and the Salton Sea appears to be the northern
limit of normal occurrence. A Ruff found at Playa del
Rey Jan. 6 (HF) was picked up dead Jan. IS5
(*L.A.C.M.). Two Wilson's Phalaropes were present at
Imperial Beach, San Diego Co. during much of De-
cember (GMcC). one was there Mar. 8(GMcC) and four
were seen at S.E.S.S. Feb. 16-17 (J & SL)); this species
is rare anywhere in California during the winter. As
usual a flock of about 50 N. Phalarope spent the period
at Imperial Beach (GMcC) the only locality in Califor-
nia where phalaropes regularly winter. A Red
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Phalarope at Goleta Dec. 12 (PL) was likely a fall mi-
grant.

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS. SKIMMERS — The
presence of six Pomarine Jaegers off Long Beach Dec.
20 (JA). four off Oxnard Jan. 18 (DG, LJ), and at least
twelve others at various points off the coast during the
period documents the species’ presence in s. California
waters during the winter. About ten Parasitic Jaegers
were reported from coastal localities between Santa
Barbara and San Diego during the period: this species is
invariably found close to shore whereas the Pomarine
Jaeger dominates the offshore waters.

The only Glaucous Gulls in the Region were a first
year bird at Goleta, Santa Barbara Co. Dec. 9 (PL),
another at Playadel Rey Jan. 10(LJ. KG) and a third on
Newport Bay. Orange Co. Mar. 15(EAC, SC). Animm.
Glaucous-winged Gull was at S.E.S.S. Dec. 14 (EAC,
SC) and another was seen on the e. shore of the Salton
Sea Jan. 25 (JD); this species is rare inland. Single imm.
Thayer’s Gulls were seen intand on the Salton Sea Dec.
14 (EAC. SC) and Jan. 25 (JD): this species is probably
regular in limited numbers on the Salton Sea and should
be looked for on other large inland bodies of water
attractive to gulls. Black-legged Kittiwakes were fairly
common in s. California waters this winter as indicated
by counts of 50 off Oxnard Jan. 18 (DG) and 15 off San
Diego Mar. 15 (GMcC): small numbers were also pres-
ent along the shore with reports of up to 10 individuals
together being seen at ten different localities.

Common Terns are not normally present in California
during the winter so a flock of 10-15 on San Diego Bay
throughout the period (JD ¢r al.} was of extreme inter-
est. A Black Tern was at Goleta Dec. 17 (LRB) and
another was present on San Diego Bay Dec. 6 - Jan. 18
(JD, PU er al.): there are very few winter records of this
species for California. For the second winter in a row
Black Skimmers spent the winter on San Diego Bay with
two present Dec. 14 to Mar. 27 (JD ¢t «l.).

MURRES. AUKLETS — The only Com. Murres
reported was one off Oxnard. Ventura Co. Jan. 3 (JA)
and six there Jan. 18 (DG); exceptionally few for s.
California. Five Pigeon Guillemots at Santa Rosa I.
Mar. 2 (LJ) were the first noted returning to known
breeding localities; this species completely moves away
from the Channel Is. in winter. and is very rarely seen
anywhere in s. California waters at that time of the year.
Cassin’s Auklets were scarcer than usual. and 100
Rhinoceros Auklets between Oxnard and Santa Bar-
bara 1. Jan. 18 (DG. LJ) was the only concentration of
that species reported.

DOVES, OWLS, SWIFTS — Two White-winged
Doves near Santa Barbara Feb. 18 (GH) one at Pt.
Mugu S.P. Dec. 26 (ERA) and another near Imperial
Beach Feb. 28 (JD)} were all at coastal localities outside
the species’ normal range at any time of the vear: one or
two at Agua Caliente Springs in e. San Diego Co.
throughout the winter (GMc¢C) and two at nearby Yaqui
Wells Mar. 2 (GSS) support the theory that a few indi-
viduals regularly winter in s.e. California. At least six
Short-eared Owls were on tiny Santa Barbara L. in
January (LJ) but were exceptionally scarce elsewhere
in the Region. A flock of 10-15 Vaux's Swifts was near
Oceanside Jan. 10-12 (AF er al.) and eleven were seen
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(JD. PU), were attempting to winter locally or were just
very late fall stragglers is anyone’s guess. Three or four
Nashville Warblers were found along the coast during
December and another was in San Diego Jan. 25 (PU):
this species is fairly rare in California during winter.
Unexpected was a Virginia's Warbler in Riverside all
winter (EAC. SC) for very few valid winter records
exist for California. Three Yellow Warblers near Impe-
rial Dam on the Colorado R. Dec. 28 (JD) were the only
ones reported. Exceptional was a & Magnolia Warbler
in Earp on the Colorado R. Mar. 26-27 (DE. TS); the
bird is believed to have wintered locally and there is no
previous winter record for California. Also unpre-
cedented was a & Black-throated Blue Warbler near
Morro Bay Dec. 16-20(EVJ)and another male near San
Diego Dec. 25 - Jan. 5 (DRa er al.), however both may
have been exceptionally late fall migrants. The only
Black-throated Gray Warblers reported were one in
Riverside Dec. 22 (EAC. SC) and another on Santa
Cruzl. Feb. 1(LJ). Hermit Warblers are always scarce
in s. California during the winter so one in San Diego
Dec. 6-16 (JD) and another near San Diego Jan. 1-2(JD,
DRa) are of interest. Five Palm Warblers were reported
with one at Morro Bay Jan. 16-20 {FRT), one on San
Clemente 1. Mar. 26 (LJ). one near Pt. Mugu Feb. 28
(GSS. JAJ). another in San Pedro Dec. 4 (JDM) and the
fifth infand at Morongo Valley Mar. 30(FH): one or two
are now found in California every winter. A. N. Water-
thrush was near Pt. Mugu Feb. 28 (GSS. JAJ) and
another was at San Elijo Lagoon Dec. 18 (SS) support-
ing the idea that a few regularly winter in s. California.
A MacGillivray's Warbler, very rare in winter, was in
San Diego Dec. 6-14 (JD). The only Wilson's Warbler
reported was one in Redlands Jan. 18 - Mar. 27 (EAC.,
SC). At least eight Am. Redstarts were found around
S.E.S.S. during the period. and single birds were seen
along the lower Colorado R. near Imperial Dam Dec. 28
(JD) & Jan. 9 (SS): this species regularly winters in
these areas. An Am. Redstart in Lompoc. Santa Bar-
bara Co. Jan. 12 (S.B.A.S.) and another in Redlands,
San Bernardino Co. Feb. 7 (EAC. SC) were more un-
usual.

ORIOLES. BLACKBIRDS. TANAGERS — The
only Hooded Orioles reported were two at a feeder in
San Diego all winter (PU) and one in Goleta Jan. 8
(S.B.A.S.): this species is always much rarer than the
N. Oriole in winter. A £ Scott’s Oriole near Redlands
Dec. 21 (EAC. SC) was unexpected since there are few
winter records for this species. At least 15 N. Orioles
were found wintering along the coast between Santa
Barbara and San Diego including three " Baltimore™
Orioles in San Diego. A “"Bullock’s™ Oriole in Shan-
don. San Luis Obispo Co. Feb. 8(RBH. KFH) was atan
unusual locality. Totally unexpected was a Rusty
Blackbird at Goleta Dec. 20 - Mar. 4 (PL. BS). two at
Malibu Jan. 8 - Feb. 8 (GSS. BB) and another at
Morongo Valley, San Bernardino Co. Mar. 28 (BDP):
there are only two previous winter records for s.
California. A Great-tailed Grackle remained around
S.E.S.S. most of the winter (DVT) und another was at
nearby Ramer L. Feb. 28 (EAC. SC); this species is
now established as a permanent resident along the
lower Colorado R. Valley, but contines to be rare in the
Imperial Valley.
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At least ten W. Tanagers were found wintering
around Los Angeles and San Diego. which is normal. A
Hepatic Tanager found near Parker Dam on the Col-
orado R. Mar. 27 (DE, TS) was still present Apr. 12
(JD). indicating it had wintered locally, and another was
seen further south near Imperial Dam Dec. 28 (JD. KG);
a few probably now winter regularly in s. California. A
Summer Tanager in San Diego Dec. 14 - Feb. 18 (JD,
ABA) was the only one reported.

FINCHES. SPARROWS — Up to four Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks were present in Long Beach Dec.
4-7 (J & DM, FH) and single males were in San Luis
Obispo Jan. 27 - Feb. 4 (FRT) and in San Diego Jan. 3
(JD. PU); this species is rare in California at any time of
the year. A 3 Black-headed Grosbeak, rarer than the
previous species in winter, was present in San Diego
Dec. 4 - Jan. 9 (JD). A minor influx of Purple Finches
was evident alongthe coast in late February and March,
however. one near Bard on the Colorado R. Dec. 28
(JD) was in an area for which few records exist. A
Cassin’s Finch at Brock Ranch Feb. 17 (PU) was unex-
pected. As is probably normal, flocks of 200-300 Gray-
crowned Rosy Finches were present in Westguard Pass
of the White Mts. all winter (TH). and 125 were found at
6000 ft. near Bishop Mar. 26 (PL). Some Pine Siskins
were present along with the Purple Finches on the coast
in the latter part of the winter.

The Sharp-tailed Sparrow found on Newport Bay
Nov. 29 was still present Jan. 28 (GSS): one well seen
near Imperial Dam Mar. 29 (FH) represents the first
inland record for California. At least ten Vesper Spar-
rows were noted on the Channel Is. during the winter
(LJ), which appears unusual. **Slate-colored™ Juncos
appeared more numerous than usual among flocks of
Dark-eyed Juncos with up toten individuals in one flock
of juncos in San Diego. Ten Gray-headed Juncos were
reported with one as far north as Furnace Creek Ranch
in Death Valley Mar. 26-27 (DG). and single birds west
to Santa Catalina I. Dec. 29 (L)) and San Clemente [.
Mar. 27 (L]). Most unusual was a Clay-colored Spar-
row on Pt. Loma in San Diego Dec. 15-16 (JD, GMcC);
only two winter records are known for the Region. Two
or three Black-chinned Sparrows. very rare in winter,
were at Pt. Mugu S.P. Dec. 26 - Jan. 11 (ERA,FH). The
only Harris® Sparrows reported this winter were one on
Pt. Loma Dec. 14 - Mar. 1 (JD. ABA) and another at
Qasis. Mono Co. Mar. 8 (DRo). Nine White-throated
Sparrows were found with seven being along the coast
and the other two in the s.e. corner of the Region;
probably a normal number for s. California. Swamp
Sparrows were more numerous and widespread than
normal with single birds present at Furnace Creek
Ranch Mar. 25 (PL). Redlands Feb. 1 (EAC. SC),
Goleta Jan. 23 - Feb. 8 (PL), near Malibu Jan. 23 (EM),
in Long Beach Dec. 8 - Apr. 2 (HB. J & DM) at Upper
Newport Bay Jan. 25 (JAJ) and near San Diego Dec. 14
(GMcC). and two together near Imperial Beach Dec. 14
- Feb. 15(JD). A Song Sparrow on Santa Catalina I. Jan.
I (LJ) was at an interesting locality.

CORRIGENDA — In AB:29, the wording ‘*Many

Shearwaters . . . ."" on page 120 should be changed to
“Manx Shearwaters . . .."" and the dates for Blackbur-
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nian Warblers on page 123 should be changed from
‘.. .Sept. 5and Oct. 28. . .”" to *‘. . .Sept. 5 and Nov.
2.7
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