
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Guy McCaskie 

An interesting spring with an influx of Fork-tailed 
Storm-Petrels and a recurrence of Horned Puffins 
offshore, and an exciting variety of vagrant landbird 
species found onshore. The weather wa_s relatively stable, 
with only one or two storms moving south along the coast 
into the Region, and no massive pile-ups of our normal 
West Coast migrants reported. The most outstanding 
occurrence was a Laysan Albatross over the open desert. 

The early arrival dates for some of our key migrants 
were: Wilson's Phalarope, Apr. 24, Salton Sea; Gull­
billed Tern, Apr. 3, Salton Sea; Common Tern, Apr. 25, 
San Diego; Least Tern, Apr. 11, San Diego; Elegant 
Tern, Mar 19, San Diego; Black Tern, Apr. 24, Salton 
Sea; White-winged Dove, Mar. 22, Salton Sea; Com. 
Nighthawk, May 26, Deep Springs; Lesser Nighthawk, 
Apr. 24, Salton Sea; Vaux's Swift, Apr. 11, San Diego; 
Black-chinned Hummingbird, Mar. 17, San Diego; W. 
Kingbird, Mar. 9, San Diego; Ash-throated Flycatcher, 
Mar. 27, Colorado R. Valley; Willow Flycatcher, May 
20, Desert Center; Hammond's Flycatcher, Apr. 10, San 
Diego; W. Flycatcher, Mar. 20, San Diego; W. Wood 
Pewee, Apr. 24, San Diego; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Apr. 

886 

9, Santa Barbara; Swainson's Thrush, May I, San Diego; 
Bell's Vireo, Mar. 14, e. San Diego Co.; Solitary Vireo, 
Mar. 26, Palos Verdes Pen.; Warbling Vireo, Mar. 13, 
San Diego; Nashville Warbler, Mar. 26, San Diego; 
Yellow Warbler, Mar. 26, San Diego; Black-throated 
Gray Warbler, Mar. I I, Salton Sea (early) and Mar. 20, 
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We don't ridicule those birders whose interests differ 
"'h from ours. If others prefer less birding, later starts, ,,r-·- -

more shopping, sightseeing and leisure on tours, we 
don't find fault with them. Consequently, we were 
somewhat surprised to see another leading agency's 
brochure ridicule tours designed to see the maximum 
number of birds as "maniacal endurance tests ." That 
agency used to advertise that their tours saw the most 
birds . Perhaps they are distressed that in every area 
where we run tours, we now find far more birds than L 
they. The best proof of how good our tours are, is the l~ 

fact that almost every birder who has ever taken one, 
has registered for another in less than a year. Not only 
did they find the birding phenomenal, but as one of f 
our participants said, "It was the greatest vacation I've _ ~ I 
ever had." Don't worry! If you like long bird lists, -
BIRD BONANZAS will keep on offering them to you. 
Our 1977 tours include Venezuela, Southeast Asia, 
Colombia , Costa Rica. India-Nepal, Alaska, Arizona, 
Nicaragua, Peru, Zambia, Dominican Republic, Pan-
ama and others. For additional information write: 
BIRD BONANZAS, INC. 
12660 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 601 • North Miami, Florida 33181 

BIRD BONANZAS is pleased to announce a 
new series of low-cost short tours to Vene­
zuela. This land is extremely rich in birds, 
with over 1300 species. It has good roads, 
comfortable hotels, and spectacular national 
parks, some of which are included in the 
areas visited by our tour series. 

Almost every person who has taken a BIRD 
BONANZAS' tour has registered for another 
within less than a year. Consequently, these 
tours are being offered at the lowest possible 
price in the hopes that once birders are at­
tracted to them, they will become regular 
participants on our other tours. 

Each tour includes 2 - 3 days in Caracas, and 
the remainder of the time at the other area 
you select - Maracay, Canaima or Maracaibo. 
You will have your choice of four of BIRD 
BONANZAS' most experienced leaders in the 
neotropics: Steven Hilty, Ted Parker, Jaime 
Pujals and Dora Weyer. 

Costs are as low as $695. Departures almost 
every week starting November 10, 1976. 

For additional information write: 
BIRD BONANZAS, INC. 
12550 Biscayne Boulevard, North Miami, Florida 33181 
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San Diego; Hermit Warbler, Apr. 24, Orange Co.; 
MacGillivray's Warbler, Apr. 3, Santa Barbara; Yellow­
breasted Chat, Apr. 24, San Diego; Wilson's Warbler, 
Mar. 18, Oceanside; Hooded Oriole, Mar. 20, San Diego; 
Scott's Oriole, Apr. 3, Cima; N. Oriole, Mar. 19, Salton 
Sea ; W. Tanager, Apr. 7, Orange Co. (early) and Apr. 18 , 
San Diego; Black-headed Grosbeak, Mar 26, San Diego; 
Blue Grosbeak, Apr. 11 , Dana Pt .; Lazuli Bunting, Apr. 
3, San Diego; Black-chinned Sparrow, Apr. 7, San 
Diego. 

LOONS - Paul Lehman spent 83 hours (most in two 
hour periods during afternoons) surveying seabirds flying 
past Goleta Pt. Santa Barbara Co. between early March 
and early June. During that time he recorded 1800 Com. 
Loons, 30,000 Arctic Loons and 3200 Red-throated 
Loons; these numbers well indicate the relative abun­
dance of the three species in s. California waters. A 
winter-plumaged Yellow-billed Loon was at Pt. Mugu, 
Ventura Co. May 5-9 (AK , JMi er al.) ; this is the first to be 
reported ins. California, but a specimen was taken to the 
south in northern Baja California (Western Birds 6: 7-20, 
1975). 

ALBATROSSES, SHEARWATERS, STORM­
PETRELS - A few Black-footed Albatrosses were off s. 
California as evidenced by reports of 14 individuals seen 
in the Santa Barbara Channel and around San Clemente 
I. during May. Astounding was a Laysan Albatross seen 
flying westward across barren desert , into strong winds, 
near Desert Hot Springs, Riverside Co., May 5 (JD , PU) ; 

in all probability the bird became"trapped" in the Gulf of 
California when moving northward in thee. Pacific, and 
the urge to continue northward overruled any fear of 
overland flight when it reached the head of the Gulf, 
taking it over the Salton Sea and through the San 
Gorgonio Pass. 

A freshly dead Scaled Petrel was found on the beach at 
Cayucos , San Luis Obispo Co. , Feb. 28 (EJ 
*S.D.N.H.M.) and another decomposed bird was picked 
up at nea rby Cambria Mar. 31 (FRT *P.R.B.O.); this 
species was unrecorded in California prior to this year, 
but records exist for Oregon, Washington, British 
Columbia and Alaska, so was to be expected. N. Fulmars 
were still relatively common offshore at the end of May 
with 35 seen in the Santa Barbara Channel June 3 (JD). A 
Flesh-footed Shearwater, rare anywhere off California, 
was well seen eight mi. w. of Santa Barbara I. May 24 
(RLP). A few Manx Shearwaters remained in extremes. 
California waters through April with five seen off La 
Jolla , San Diego Co. , Apr. 25 (JD) and one more off San 
Diego May 8 (YR). 

Unexpected was a rash of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel 
sightings during May. One was found off San Diego May 
8 (G McC, YR), at least 28 were seen in the Santa Barbara 
Channel May 17-30 (RLP, KG , JA) including 18 on May 
24 (SC), one was seen from Goleta Pt., May 20 (PL) and 
another was found at Morro Bay May IO (fide FRT); 
recent records of this species in s. California waters are 
few and far between . The only Leach's Storm-Petre!' 
reported was one near Santa Barbara I. May 25 (RLP). 

ALASKA, CHURCHILL, BRITAIN, 
CANADIAN ISLANDS, MONHEGAN 
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WITH DAVIS FINCH AND WILL RUSSELL 
Preview of 1977 Trips 

ALASKA (17 days, June 1-17): from Seattle; Gambell, St. Lawrence Island, Nome, Pribilofs, 
Mt. McKinley, Homer-Kodiak-Seward Ferry. 

CHURCHILL, Manitoba (7 days, July 6-12). 

BRITAIN (12 days, August 29-September 9). 

CANADIAN ISLANDS (11 days, September 12-22): from Bangor; Deer Island, Grand Man an 
Archipelago, Mach ias Seal Island, Brier Island, "Bluenose" ferry. 

MONHEGAN ISLAND, Maine (8 days, September 28-October 5). 

All trips 8-10 participants, two leaders 

WRITE: NORTHEAST BIRDING, c/o Maude Russell, 
Seal Harbor, Maine 04675 Telephone: (207) 276-3963 
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As hy Storm-Petrels were the commonest storm-petrel in 
the Santa Barbara Channel in May wi th up to 50 a day 
noted (SC, KG, JA) and three were found off San Diego 
May 8 (V R); little is known abou t the status and 
distribu tion of this species in s. California waters. 

F RI GATEB IR DS An ad 9 Magnificent 
Friga tebird a t San Miguel I. Apr. 6 (RLP) was 
unexpected since only two other records exist for the 
period between November I and June 13, and only one 
o ther record exists for the offshore islands ( Calif. Birds I: 
117-142. 1970). 

H ERO NS, STOR KS, SPOONBILLS - An ad. Little 
Blue Heron was on Morro Bay May 23 (FRT) and 
a nother adult was a t Furnace Creek Ranch in Death 
Valley (hereafter F.C. R.) May 8 (M & NP); there are only 
a handful of records for coas tal s. California and two or 
th ree sightings from the Sal ton Sea. A few Cattle Egrets 
were found along the coast with one a t Goleta May 2-9 
(P L). another near ewport Apr. 30 (M P), eight near 
Laguna Beach May 5 (MP) and eight more near Imperial 
Beac h May 3 (RS); this species is known to nest at the 
Sa lton Sea and nest ing activities should be watched for in 
other areas. A Louis iana Heron at Seal Beach, Orange 
Co .. May 2 (RS) was probably o ne of the birds that 
winte red there. a nd had linge red la ter than usual. A Least 
Bittern at F.C. R. May 27 (C H et al.) and another at 
Kelso, San Bernardino Co., May 29 (EAC) were both at 
oasis in an area of extensive desert and were clearly 
migrants pass ing through the area. Eleven Wood Storks 
a t the sou th end of the Salton Sea (hereafter S. E.S.S.) 
May 15 ( DVT) were very early; these post breed ing 
visi tors do no t norma lly appear until late June or early 
Ju ly. Most unusual was an imm. Roseate Spoonbill at the 
north end of the Salton Sea (hereafter .E.S .S.) May 5 
( RS): this rare straggler normally appears later in the 
summer with the previous early record being May 22 
( Condor 29: 253.1927). 

GEESE, DUC KS - As expec ted a few Black Brant 
were noted on the Salton Sea with a high count of 21 at 
N.E.S.S. Mar. 28 (VR, JD) and a few st ragglers still 
present at the end of the period; this is the only inland 
locality where this sea goose occurs regularly . The Black 
Brant on Tinnemaha Res., Inyo Co ., remained until May 
8 (TH). Along the coast Black Brant were seen moving 
north from late March to mid-May with 20.000 seen from 
Goleta Pt. during the period ( 11 ,000 in four hours on Apr. 
11 ). Blue-winged Teal were reported throughout the 
Region in small numbers and it is now evident that this 
species will occur anywhere migrant Cinnamon Teal 
appear. A late Oldsquaw was found at Del Mar, San 
Diego Co .. Apr. 19 (G. Hightower,fide PU); this species 
is a rare winter visitor to s. California normally departing 
in March. A pair of Harlequin Ducks in Cuyler Harbor, 
San Miguel I.. Apr. 6 (RLP) was a real surprise since the 
species is most unusual south of San Luis Obispo Co. and 
previously unrecorded around the offshore is lands. The 
only scoters found inland were one or two SurfScote rsat 
Salton City on the Salton Sea after May4 ( RS, JD). On ly 
31 White-winged Scoters and two Black Scoters (Apr. 17) 
we re seen among the 16.500 Surf Scoters seen moving N 
past Goleta Pt. this spring. indicating the ratio of the 
three species in s. California last winter. A number of 
Red-breasted Merga nsers were found inland with small 
numbers on the Salton Sea throughout the period, one at 
Tecopa. Inyo Co .. May 26 (J T) and one or two seen 
regularly at F.C. R. from Apr. 23 to the end of the pe riod 
(JA. WS. DE): early literature indicated thi s species was 
scarce away from the coast. 

K !TES. HAWKS - An ad. Mississippi Kite at F.C. R. 
May 25-26 (DR et al .. p. S.D .. H.M .) represents the 
sixth record fo r Ca li forn ia but was a lso the third spring 
record for this loca lity. An ad. Broad-winged Hawk at 
F.C.R. May 25-26 (WS er al.) was one of the very few to 
be seen on spring migration in California although fall 
migrants and wintering individuals are now of annual 
occurrence. A flock of 25 Swainson's Hawks at Borrego 

BIRDING TOURS TO EXCITING PLACES 
WEST ME XICO! Dec 27- J an 9. Dr JACK TYLER 
From Guadalajara $595. Best Birding west coaat 
areast Colima, San Blas, Patzcuara, Uruapant 

OAXACA-CHIAPAS-YUCATAN 1Jan 10-21. Annette 
Cretien-Norm Carter. From Mex City.$795.Viait 
Zapotec,Olmec, Maya ruins with archeologiatt 
Bird among ruins in concentrated bird areaat 
Monte Alban,Sumidero Canyon,Palenque •• Moret 
OPTIONAL! Three days Mex City. Jan 7. $250 
Pyramids, Anthro Museum, Desert of Lion■ ! 

EAST-COAST-YUCATAN ! T.Ben Feltner• Ro Wauer 
Jan 21-31 from Merida $795.ends Vera Cruz. 
Chichen Itza,Uxmal,Palenque, Catemacol 300? 

COSTA RICAI Feb 10-25.Dr.Alexander F Skutch 
From San Jose. $895. Bird at stns of O. T.S. 
La Selva, Palo Verde,Las Cruces, Volcan Irazu 

Small groups. Kindred spirilS. Tour director Annelle C. Cre11en and 1ocat experts. Wr ile tor deta ils. 

aoo3aannea natr:112e tou12s 3820 bonoueu 3allas texas 75225 
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From the shores of Gitche-gumee ... 

MINNEHAHA 
WILD RICE 

Longfellow 's legend of Hiawatha and 
Minnehaha is a poetic classic of the Sioux 
and Chippewa. Long before Longfellow, these 
Indians had found wild rice, mahnomonee, 
and made it the basic vegetable in their diet. 

Minnehaha's people considered wild rice 
a perfect food: highly nutritious and richly 
delicious. They were right: 100% natural 
wild rice has five times the iron of white rice, 
twice the potassium and protein , and 
ten times the vitamins B-1 and B-2. 

Once, wild rice grew from the Gulf of 
Mexico to Hudson's Bay, from the Atlantic to 
the Rockies. Today, it grows only along the 
Minnesota-Canada border. 

Minnehaha Wild Rice is the finest 
quality of this rarest of grains. Enjoy it with 
fowl and game, fish and beef . . . the perfect 
touch at any meal. 

We have held the price of our wi ld rice for 
three years: $5.90 per pound, in five-pound 
shipments, postpaid. 

Each pound is poly-sealed and placed 
in its own distinctive muslin bag, with our 
recipe brochure. 

So fine a food makes a grand gift. 
Free gift card and mailing-attach signature 
instructions and address list to your order. r---------------~ MINNEHAHA WILD RICE. INC. 

WCCO Rad io Building- Su ite 420-D 
Minneapoli s, Minn. 55402 
Please send. postage paid : 

_Five 1- lb. bags@$29.50,sh1pment $ __ 
(Singly boxed pounds. add $1 per shipment) 

__ One- four lb. sh1pments@$6.85i lb. $ __ 

My check 1s enclosed for total: $ __ _ 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City ____________ _ 

State ______ Z1p _____ _ 
(Remember enclose gift malling instructions) 

L--------------.J 

Mississippi Kite, Furnace Creek Ranch, Death Valley, 
May 26, 1976. Photo/ Van Remsen. 

Springs in e. San Diego Co., Apr. 10 (CGE) was the 
largest concentration noted this spring though one or two 
were reported from five localities east of the coastal 
mountains Mar. 27-Apr. 24 (PL, EAC, DE, KG); a late 
individual was at Desert Center May 30 (KG) and one 
was along the coast in Oceanside Mar. 29 (GSS). A sub­
adult Zone-tailed Hawk was well seen at Ft. Piute in e. 
San Bernardino Co. , May 22 (S & KB); this species rarely 
reaches California and the majority of the few records are 
for the fall migration period . The only Peregrine Falcons 
reported were one on San Miguel I. May 22 (PU) and 
another at S.E.S.S. May 2 (GMcC) . 

OYSTERCATCHERS, PLOVERS, SANDPIPERS 
- Two Am. Oysterca•chers were seen at Frazier Pt. on 
Santa Cruz I., May 23 (SC); one or two of these birds 
appear to be resident on Santa Cruz I. along with the one 
on Anacapa I. Ten Semipalmated Plovers on Baldwin L. 
in the San Bernardino Mts. May 8 (MP) were of interest 
since the locality is high in the mountains. Two 
Semipalmated Plovers in the Saline Valley Apr. 24 (TH), 
one at Tecopa Apr. 30 (JT), and another at F.C.R. May 
15 (JL) supply three additional records for the n.e . 
portion of the Region where few are recorded. A few 
Snowy Plovers were found in the n.e. section of the 
Region as is now expected with a high count of nine in 
Tecopa Apr. 29 (JT). The only Am. Golden Plovers 
reported this spring were one on San Nicholas I. May 19 
(LJ) and single individuals at Goleta Apr. 5 (PL) and Apr. 
18-May I (PL). 

An Upland Sandpiper was at F.C.R. May 15 (RS,JL); 
there are four other records for the Region, two in May 
and the other two in September. Four Solitary Sand­
pipers, always scarce in spring, were reported, with one at 
Yucca Valley Apr. 24 (H & PB), one at Tecopa Apr. 29 
(JT), one at F.C.R. May 6-9 (RS , WS) and another there 
May 29 (TH). Ten Ruddy Turnstones were at N.E.S .S. 
May 3 (KG) with five still present May 5 (RS); this species 
occurs regularly in small numbers on the Salton Sea but is 
exceptionally rare elsewhere in California away from the 
coast. Red Phalaropes were numero us along the coast 
this spring being blown to the shore during the mid-April 
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storm; 30,500 were seen from Goleta Pt. , in April and 
May including 6500 on Apr. 17 and 10,000 on May 18 
(PL). Some 39,500 N. Phalaropes passed Goleta Pt. in 
April and May with a high count of 25,000 on May JO 
(PL). As usual Red Knots passed through the Salton Sea 
during early May with a high count of 85 at Salton City 
May 8 (JD); elsewhere in inland California the species is 
exceptionally rare. The only Sanderlings found away 
from the coast were on the Salton Sea where small 
numbers were seen including 25 at Salton City on May 20 
(JD et al.). Three Semipalmated Sandpipers were found 
at S.E.S.S. with one on May 16 (RS), another on May 20 
(JD, PU) and a rather late one on June 6 (VR); this 
species is recorded on the Salton Sea every May. Time 
and patience on the part of an observer sorting through 
the many breeding plumaged W. Sandpipers at the Salton 
Sea in May will eventually result in the finding of a 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, and I do not consider the 
identification of this species any real challenge in spring 
plumage . As usual Stilt Sandpipers were present at S.E. 
S.S . with a high count of 40 made on May 2 (GMcC). 

SKUAS, GULLS , TER S, SKIMMERS - Five 
sightings of South Polar Skuas were made in the waters 
between Ventura and Santa Barbara I. on four dates 
between May 23 and June3 (RLP, JD); this may prove to 
be one of the better times of the year to see this species ins. 
California waters. A very late Glaucous Gull was seen on 

ewport Bay Apr. 8 (GSS) and May 9 (SC). An imm. 
yellow-legged W. Gull at S. E.S.S. May 9 (VR) was 
unexpected since this distinct looking race (species?) is 
normally absent from the Salton Sea between early 
September and late June. A late Mew Gull was still 
present in San Diego Apr. 25 (PL); this species normally 
leaves s. California in mid-March. An ad. Laughing Gull 
was seen at N.E.S.S. May 16 (RS, JL); post-breeding 
birds are not norma lly present until June, but the species 
formerly nested on the Sal ton Sea and may occasionally 
attempt nesting today. As usual a few Franklin's Gulls 
were reported with four seen at the Salton Sea May 1-9 
(EAC, KG, VR), one in Big Pine May 6-7 (TH), one to 
three in Santa Barbara May 15-24 (GH , PL), one at Pt. 
Mugu May 27 (GSG), one near Sa n Miguel I., May 21 
(RLP), one on Santa Barbara I. , May 21 (RLP) and two 

more near there June 3 (JD, KG) ; the island sightings 
were of special interest since few off shore records exist. A 
Bonaparte' Gull in Bishop May 29 (PU) a nd another at 
Deep Springs May 30 (DE) were of interest since few 
records are known fo r this area of California. A few 
Sabine' Gulls were off the coast in May with a high count 
of 35 made off San Diego May 8 (VR) and 14 seen from 
Goleta Pt. May 18 (PL). 

ALCIDS - The o nly Com. Murres reported were 13 
seen flying past Goleta Pt. Apr. I-May 27 (PL), two off 
Ventura May 16 (DE) and eight off Newport May 25 
(RLP). Somewhat startling was an Ancient Murrelet off 
Ventura June 3 (KG); this is south of the species' normal 
winter range and far from where it should have been in 
June. A few Horned Puffins were evidently off our coast 
in late May, for 24 individuals were seen around San 
Miguel , Santa Cruz and Santa Barbara Is. May 21 &22 
(RLP) , and a dead individ ual was found on the beach a 
little north of San Diego May 12(p. S . D.N . H. M .); itis 
conceivable that this species winters south to these 
latitudes. but rema ins far out in the Pacific a nd wanders 
eastward tot he continental shelf when moving northward 
to its breeding grounds in Alaska. A lone Tufted Puffin 5 
mi. s. of San Miguel I. Apr. 6 (RLP) was the only one 
reported . 

DOVES, CUCKOOS, OWLS, GOATSUCKERS -
A Band-tailed Pigeon on Pt. Loma in San Diego May 17 
(JD) was away from normal habitat as were single 
individuals on San icholas I. (hereafter S . N. I.) May 4 
and June 13 (LJ). Seventeen White-winged Doves were 
reported from e. San Bernardino County in May, one was 
at F .C.R. May 23 (PL, IM), and another was at Oasis 
May 31 (HK); these are all north of the species' normal 
breeding range . A White-winged Dove in Ventura Apr. 9 
(PL), another near Newhall May 8 (fide GSS) and single 
individuals on S. N. I . Apr. 22 & 29 (LJ) were all west of 
the species' normal range. Interesting were single Yellow­
billed Cuckoos at F.C.R . on May 29 (TH) and June 13 
(VR); this species is on the decline in California and 
records of migrants away from known nesting localities 
are few indeed . A Barn Owl at Oasis May 29 (JD) and 
a nother at F. C . R. May 26(VR) were of interest because 

MASSACHUSETTS AUDUBON'S 
~ NATURAL HISTORY 

7<=routs 
FOR DETAILS AN D AN ITI NERARY WRITE: 

DIRECTOR, NHS TOURS 
MASSACHUSETTS AUDUBON SOCIETY 
S. GREAT RD. 
LINCOLN, MASS. 01773 
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few have been found in the n.e. portion of the Region. A 
Flammulated Owl was calling on Clark Mt. in e. San 
Bernardino County May 15 (D R); whether this was a 
migrant passing through or a nesting bird could not be 
determined. A pair of Elf Owls was feeding large young in 
a nest hole near Needles on the Colorado R. on the early 
date of Apr. IO (Y R); a single bird at Corn Springs Apr. 
23 (MD) and 25 (WS) was the only other individual 
reported. Whip-poor-wills were on Clark Mt. May 8 and 
proba bly nested. 

SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS, WOODPECKERS ­
Six Black Swifts passing over Mt. Pinos May 29 (KG) 
and four over Encino June 9 (JD, PU) were the only ones 
reported. Two Chimney Swifts were over Encino June 9-
10 (JD, GSS) and four were seen descending chimneys in 
Ventura June 13 (JBo); this species is now recorded 
annually in California, primarily along the coast in late 
spring, and it would appear the species is expanding its 
range into the Southwest. A c' Ca lliope Hummingbird in 
San Diego Mar. 5 (JD) was exceptionally early and 
another male at F. C. R. May 7 (RS) was at an interesting 
locality. An Acorn Woodpecker on the Palos Verdes 
Pen. , May 6-14 (J & DM) was outside its normal range. 
Most unusual was a o Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (S. v. 
varius) on S. N. I. June 13 (LJ); this race (species?) is a 
casual straggler to California and mid-June is hardly the 
time to be looking for one. 

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS - An E. Kingbird 
was at F .C . R. May 26 (DR, YR) and another was on 
S. N. I. June I 5 (LJ); one or two are fou nd every spring. 
A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in Ventura Apr. 4-8 (DS) was 
exceptionally early for a vagrant. The first Wied's Crested 
Flycatcher was noted at Morongo Valley, where the 
species nests every year, on Apr. 30 (SC). A Least 
Flycatcher, the second to found in s. California during 
spring, was carefu lly identified at Oasis, Mono Co., May 
28 (J M et al. ). A o Vermilion Flycatcher at Deep Springs 
May 24-25 (PL, JD) was farthe r north than previously 
recorded in e. California. Six Purple Martins in thee. part 
of the Region during May were unexpected ; one was at 
Desert Center May 30 (KG), one was at Kelso May 6 
(RS) , two were at F. C . R. May 29-30 (DE) and single 
birds were at Oasis May 24 (PL) and 31 (JD) . 

JAYS, THRASHERS, VIREOS - A Scrub Jay in 
Tecopa May 1-27 (JT) was outside its normal range. A 
Brown Thrasher, a rare wanderer to California, was at 
F. C. R. May 8 (M & P) . A Bendire's Thrasher a t 
Granite Mt. in e. San Bernardino Co ., Mar 24 (Y R) was 
believed to be a spring migrant returning to this area , 
where the species regularly nests. Sage Thrashers were 
moving through e. San Bernardino County Mar. 3-25 
with 24 seen Mar. 3 a lone (YR). A singing c Bell's Vireo at 
6200 ft. in the New York Mts. , Vay 18 (Y R) was certainly 
out of normal habitat; one in Kelso Apr. 24 (EAC), 
another at F. C.R. during much of early May(WS et al.) 
and a third near Big Pine May 24 (TH) were al! significant 
since few have been fo und in th is area of California in 
recent years. Unexpected was a o Yellow-throated Vireo 
at Morongo Valley Maq 5-9 (H & PB e1 al.) and another 
male at Deep Springs May 23-26 (FB, HK et al.); there are 
only four previous records for the Region. A Solitary 
Vireo of the nominate form ( Vs. solitarius) was carefully 
studied near Westmorland May 20 (JD, PU); this race is a 
rare straggler to California not previously recorded in 
spring. Single individuals of the gray "Plumbeous" Vireo 
( Vs. plumbeus) were on S . N. I . , May 26 (LJ) and June 3 
(LJ); this race is very rare west to the coast. A Red-eyed 
Vireo, a rare wanderer to s. California , was at Scotty's 
Castle May 30 (fide DR), another was at nearby 
Shoshone May 27 (D & BH) and a third was at Desert 
Center May 30 (KG). Unprecedented were three 
Philadelphia Vireos, with one at Oasis May 24-25 (JD, 
YR), another at at Scotty's Castle May 26-27 (DR) and 
the third at F. C.R. May 27-30 (D & BH); there is only 
one previous spring record for Cali fornia . 

WOOD WARBLERS - Thirteen Black-and-white 
Warblers were found in the e. part of the Region May 4-
29, and an additiona l eight were seen along the coast and 
on the offshore islands May 2-June 2; an average number 
for this time of the year. A Worm-eating Warbler on 
S. N. I. May 16 (LJ) represents s. California's first spring 
record. Tennessee Warblers were relatively numerous, 
with thirteen seen in the e. part of the Region May 9 - 28, 
and six more on the offshore islands May 20 - June 14. 
Nine N. Parulas were reported with a male in Westwood 
May 12 (JT), seven individuals fou nd at Oasis / Deep 
Springs/ Scotty's Castle May 14 - 29 (JL, CH, DR et al .) 
and a male on S. N. I. May 22-25 (LJ); this is more than 
normally found at this time of the year. Three Magnolia 
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Warblers were reported with a male at Oasis May 24-25 
(PL, YR), another male at Deep Springs May 29 (DR) 
and the third on S. N. I. May 26 (LJ). A o Cape May 
Warbler, extremely rare in spring, was on Santa Barbara 
I. . May 16 (DE. HK). and a female was on S.N. l. June I 5-
16 (LJ). California's first believable spring Black­
throated Blue Warbler was a singing male on S.N.1.. June 
15-1 7 ( LJ). An except ionally late "Myrtle" Warbler 
was on S.N.1. June I 5-17 (LJ). A 'i' Black-throated Green 
Warbler, only the second to be found in s. California 
during the spring, was at Oasis May 22 (PL, JD). 
Unexpected were three Blackburnian Warblers with a 
female at Oasis May 26 (IM), another male at Deep 
Springs May 31 (HK), and a beautiful male on S.N.1. 
June 17 (LJ); the first spring record for s. California was 
obtained last year. Three Chestnut-sided Warblers were 
found in the n.e. part of the Region with a male at Kelso 
May 21 (YR), another male at Oasis May 26 (CH, D & 
BH) and a female at Deep Springs May 30 (DR); this may 
be slightly less than normal. A d' Bay-breasted Warbler 
was at Tollhouse Springs in the White Mts .. May 30-31 
(YR) and a female was on S. . I. May 26 (LJ); one or 
two of these birds are now being reported every spring. A 
Blackpoll Warbler, still a rare find in California during 
spring migration, was at Oasis May 28 (CH. JM.) , a male 
was at Scotty's Castle May 30 (DR), and another male 
was at Kelso May 20 (YR). Most unusual was a :! Prairie 
Warbler at F. C.R. May 29 (H & PB); this is not only 
California's first spring record , but is also the first to be 
seen away from the coast and offshore islands. Only four 
Ovenbirds were reported, with one at Ft. Piute May 19 
(YR), a singing male at Oasis May 26-30 (JM, PL), and 
single individuals on S. .I. , May 26-27 (LJ) and June 13 
(LJ). An early . Waterthrush was near San Diego Apr. 
17 (JD) and twelve were found in the n.e. portion of the 
Region May 9 - 31. A singing o Mourning Warbler at 
F . C . R. May 29 (H & PB er al.) was only the third to be 
found ins. California. A 'i' Hooded Warbler, rare at any 
time of the yea r in California, was in Kelso June 8 (RS). 
Thirty Am. Redstarts were reported May6-June 10 with 
most being found in the n.e.portion of the Region. A 
Painted Redstart was in Kelso Apr. 24-25 (EAC, SC) and 
another was on Clark Mt., May 8-15 (YR er al.); this 
species now occurs annually in California. 

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, TANAGERS - A c 
Bobolink was at Deep Springs May 29 (YR), thirteen 
individuals were found at F. C.R. between May 15 and 
30 (RS. DR), a female was in Kelso May 29 (EAC) and a 
male was at Morongo Valley May 23 (EAC); this species 
appears to move through e. California in small numbers 
every spring. A o Scott's Oriole at Mesquite Springs in 
Death Valley May 30 (DE) was at an interesting locality. 
Four different "Baltimore" Orioles were seen inn. Inyo 
Co. May 22-June 6 (DR, RS) . A 'i' Rusty Blackbird in 
Kelso Apr. 27-28 (YR, AS, p. S. D . N. H. M) is by far the 
latest ever seen in California . A Com. Grackle was found 
in Morongo Valley Apr. 30 (RD, p. S.D .. H.M.) ; this is 
the fourth to be recorded in California , a specimen 
(mislabeled as Brewer's Blackbird) that had been 
collected in El Cajon, San Diego Co., Nov. 20,1969 , was 
recently found at San Diego State University (PU) and 
now constitutes the first record for the state. A o Bronzed 
Cowbird at Jacumba , San Diego Co., May 3 (RS) and 
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another at Brock Ranch, Imperial Co., May 10 (HK) 
were both away from areas of regular occurrence. 

A O Hepatic Tanager at F.C.R. May 15 (JL, RS) was 
most interesting since very few are found away from the 
restricted breeding areas of Clark Mt. , and a small area in 
the San Bernardino Mts. Summer Tanagers were back at 
Morongo Valley, where they regularly nest, May I (EAC, 
SC) and single males at nearby Yucca Valley May 15 
(EAC, SC), and near Palmdale May 18 (JT) may have 
been looking for suitable nest sites. However, eight 
Summer Tanagers in the n.e. portion of the Region May 
7-June 10, one at Desert Center May 20 (JD), a male at 
Butterbread Springs in Kern Co., May 9 (KAA), a female 
at McGrath S.P. in Ventura Co. May 31 (GSS) and a 
male on S. N. I. May 28 (LJ) were all probably vagrants 
from eastward . 

Interesting were three Grasshopper Sparrows on the 
offshore islands with one on Santa Barbara I. , May 9 
(LJ), one on Anacapa I., May 17 (KG) and the other on 
S. N. I. May I 9 (LJ). Totally unexpected was a Sharp­
tailed Sparrow at Oasis May 26 (CH, JD) and another at 
F. C.R. May 27-29 (D & BH); the only other inland 
record for the entire Southwest was one seen along the 
lower Colorado R. in 1975 (Am. Birds 29:744). A singing 
d Cassin's Sparrow was near El Cajon May 8-11 (MO, 
SO); the previous four published records for California 
are all from the Farallon Is. , however, the Oberbauers 
tape-recorded a singing bird at the very same locality near 
El Cajon May 15-30, 1970 (taped song verified- JD) . A 
Clay-colored Sparrow, rare in spring, was on S. N. I., 
May 25 (LJ). A wintering Harris' Sparrow remained in 
Goleta to Apr. 28 (PL), another was near San Diego to 
May 10 (JD) and two were still in Big Pine May 5 (TH); 
one on S.N.I., Apr. 28 (LJ) was a migrant. A wintering 
White-throated Sparrow lingered in Big Pine to May 15 
(TH) and a migrant was seen near Santa Barbara Apr. 21 
(G H). A Swamp Sparrow was seen on Santa Cruz I., Mar 
29 (J A) and a late straggler was at Stove Pipe Wells in 
Death Valley May 16 (WS). 
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FINCHES. SPARROWS Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks were more numerous than usual with 26 in the 
e. part of the Region and 11 more along the coast and on
the offshore islands May I 5 - June 17. Indigo Buntings
were also quite numerous with 20 seen in thee. part of the
Region and five more along the coast and on the offshore
islands May 9-June 11. A ,' Dickcissel, quite rare in
spring. was on Santa Barbara I .. May 9 (DG. LJ). The
only Red Crossbills reported were 24 in Santa Barbara
Apr. 12 (fide G H) and one at Cuyamaca S. P .. San Diego
Co .. Apr. 28 (DS).
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