





Goleta Apr. 14-22 (PL, BS): there are only three previous
records for the region. Black-legged Kittiwakes became
common along the coast during March and April with some
still remaining at the end of the period: 500 were present
in King Harbor. Los Angeles Co., Apr. 4 (BBr) giving an
example of the numbers involved. Sabine’s Gulls were
more scarce than usual with four off San Diego May 14
(GMcC) and 40 off Ventura June 5 (KG) being the only
ones reported.

A Gull-billed Tern at S.E.S.S., Mar. 24 (DVT) indicates
the normal spring arrival date for the species to the Salton
Sea. Again Arctic Terns were seen in S. California waters
with three off San Diego May 14 (GMcC) and 15 off Ventura
June § (KG): it is now clear small numbers of these birds
move N along the West Coast during late May and early June.

ALCIDS-——Common Murres appear to be increasing in
numbers along the S. California coast and 266 seen from
Goleta Pt. during the period (PL) would help to substantiate
this impression. An Ancient Murrelet off Goleta Pt.. Mar. 31
(PL. J1}) was the only one reported. A breeding-plumaged
Tufted Puffin was near Santa Barbara I.. June 5 (SC): this
species is rare in S. California waters.

PIGEONS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS—Two Band-
tailed Pigeons in the New York Mts., San Bernardino Co.,
May 30 (SC) were e. of their normal range and one on San
Nicholas 1.. June 5 (LJ) was w. of its normal range. Small
numbers of White-winged Doves were found throughout San
Bernardino County during May with up to three May 20-June
4, as far north as F.C.R. A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was at
Ft. Piute in the Piute Mts.. San Bernardino Co.. May 25-28
(SF&KLB, DM): this is as early as the species ever reaches
California. Most interesting was the finding of two migrant
Flammulated Owls. with one at Deep Springs May 18 (KG)
and the other at the base of Cottonwood Creek near Oasis
May 26-27 (PU): there are virtually no previous records of
migrants for California. A Com. Nighthawk at Mesquite
Springs in Death Valley May 28 (EC) and another at F.C.R.,
May 29 (PL) were both clearly migrants, and indicate the
normal arrival date for this species in California. A few Black
Swifts were reported from along the coast during the overcast
weather of May, but two over the Saline Valley, Inyo Co.,
May 7 (TH) were most unusual. Calliope Hummingbirds
were more numerous than usual along the coast with at least
ten found in San Diego County Apr. 10-23 (PU, EC);
in addition the species was seen in Imperial County during
April (WTE) and in Inyo County during May.

WOODPECKERS —A ? "*Gilded Flicker™™ was near Cima,
San Bernardino Co.. May 20 (SC) and another was found
there June 9 (SC): this form is becoming decidedly scarce
in California. A Lewis’ Woodpecker near Blythe Mar. 17
(KVR) was in an interesting locality. Totally unexpected
were a Downy Woodpecker at N.E.S.S., Apr. 4 (MZ) and
another in Afton Canyon Apr. 17 (EAC * §.B.C.M.}: both
localities are well to the east of the species’ normal range
in California and it will be interesting to learn the racial
identification of the collected bird.

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS—An E. Kingbird at
F.C.R., May 27-30 (SF&KLB) and another at Oasis June 5
(H&PB) were the only two reported: small numbers occur
in e. California every spring. Unprecedented were three
Tropical Kingbirds, with one in Goleta Apr. 17 (LRB),
another in San Pedro May 15 (JM), and the third at Afton
Canyon May 1 (SC):. whether these were southbound
from more northerly wintering localities or spring overshoots
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is subject to speculation. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, rare
at any time of the year in California, was at Qasis May 31
(JS). A Wied's Crested Flycatcher was near Needles Apr.
30 (DE) and another was in Morongo Valley May 1 (KG)
indicating arrival dates for this year. A Least Flycatcher
was well seen and heard at Scotty’s Castle in Death Valley
May 24 (PL. DRoj: this species is now being found annually
in California and there is an ever-increasing number of
observers familiar with the finer points of Empidonax
flycatcher identification. A & Vermilion Flycatcher near
Santa Barbara Apr. 7-9 (fide GH) was n.w. of its normal
range. A 3 Purple Martin in Afton Canyon May 9 (EAC)
and two males over the Saline Valley May 7 (TH) were all
in an area for which few records exist.

THRASHERS, THRUSHES., WAXWINGS, KINGLETS
—A Gray Catbird was at Scotty’s Castle May 26 (PU):
this species is proving to be regular in very limited numbers
along the e. border of the region in late May and early June.
A Brown Thrasher, rare in spring, was at Oasis June 8
(DDeS). A Bendire’s Thrusher at F.C.R., May 28 (KG) and
another at Mesquite Springs May 23 (GMcC) were both
north of their normal range. A Veery was well studied at
Oasis May 29 (BDP): there is but one previous record for
the region and that was during the fall of 1974. A Golden-
crowned Kinglet was found in the New York Mts., Apr. §
(VR) and a late individual was seen on Pt. Loma Apr. 14
(EC). A flock of 12 Bohemian Waxwings was found in San
Bernardino Mar. 30 (EAC. SC).

VIREOS. WARBL.LERS—A Hutton's Vireo at Butterbread
Springs, Kern Co., Apr. 24 (LJ) and another near Big Pine
May 4 (TH) were both outside the species normal range. A
d Yellow-throated Vireo was in Morongo Valley Apr. 30-
May 1 (R&MW, KG) and another male was there June 13
(SCy: this species is an exceptionally rare straggler to
California. The only Red-eyed Vireo found this spring was one
at Deep Springs May 28 (BDP). More than 20 Black-and-
white Warblers were found May 2-June § with the vast
majority occurring along the e. edge of the region May 20-30.
Two & Prothonotary Warblers were found with one near
Imperial Beach June 1-8 (GMcC) and the other at Oasis
June 11 (TH). A Worm-eating Warbler, extremely rare at any
time in California, was at Yucca Valley. San Bernardino Co.,
May 14-16 (E&AM, EC). A ¢ Golden-winged Warbler was at
Qasis May 31 (VR, JM) and another male was on San
Nicholas I.. June 4 (LJ): this species appears to be on the
increase as a straggler to California. A & Blue-winged
Warbler at Ft. Piute May 28 (VR) was only the third ever
found in spring here in California. As is now expected a few
Tennessee Warblers passed through the region with almost 30
seen May 10-June 7. Five migrant Virginia's Warblers were
seen at desert oases in the n.e. part of the region May 19-28.
Nine N. Parulas were reported with a male near Blythe
May 28 (KVR), a female at Kelso May 29 (EAC, SC), a male
at F.C.R.. May 29-30 (KG). a female at Mesquite Springs
May 22-26 (TH) and five around Qasis May 27-June 5: this
species occurs in similar numbers every spring.

Unexpected were three Cape May Warblers with a male
at F.C.R., May 30 (LRB). a female on Pt. Loma June 1-3
(EC) and a male there June 9 (PU). A < Black-throated
Green Warbler. very rare in spring. was at Deep Springs
May 29 (PL). Most exciting was a 3 Grace's Warbler, the
fifth ever seen in California. singing on Clark Mt.. San
Bernardino Co., May 21 (VR, SC). Five Chestnut-sided
Warblers were reported with a male at F.C.R., May 26 (PL).
a male at Deep Springs May 27 (CH), a female at Oasis May 30
(JM), another female there June 5 (H&PB) and the fifth on
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Pt. Loma June 5 (D&LD): this would appear to be an average
number for the spring period. Three Bay-breasted Warblers
were reported with a male at Morongo Valley June 3 (SC),
another male at F.C.R., May 28 (VR) and a female on Santa
Barbara I., June 5 (KG). A £ Blackpoll Warbler. still con-
sidered rare in spring, was on Clark Mt.. May 20 (JK),
another male was at Deep Springs May 27-28 (DP, BDP)
and a third male was at Oasis May 30-31 (DRo). One of
the wintering Palm Warblers in Goleta remained to Apr. 24
(PL) and another wintering bird was seen there Mar. 16 (PL):
a Palm Warbler at F.C.R., May 28 (DM) was clearly a spring
vagrant.

The Ovenbird that wintered in Riverside was last seen
Apr. 9 (SC). Ten Ovenbirds were found May 15-June 5.
which may be slightly more than average for the spring period.
Over 15 N. Waterthrushes were seen in the e. part of the
region May 1-29. A ? Kentucky Warbler was well seen at
Ft. Piute May 27 (VR. SC) and a singing male was found at
Oasis June 8 (DDeS): there are only two previous records
of the species for the region. A 3 Mourning Warbler was
well studied at Mesquite Springs in Death Valley June 4
(KVV): there are only three previous records of the species
for the region. Unprecedented was a ¢ Red-faced Warbler
on Pt. Loma May 21-24 (JB. ph. S.D.N.H.M.) and a male at
Morongo Vallev June 4 (CBl. DM). Normally one or two
Hooded Warblers are found each year so eight comes as a
surprise with two males at Iron Mt. Pump Station. San
Bernardino Co.. May 2 (MY). a male in Kelso Apr. 15 (SC).
a female at Deep Springs May 29 (GMcC), a male there June
8 (DDeS). a male at Oasis May 23 (DRo). another male there
May 29 (EC) and a male in La Jolla. San Diego Co.. May 20
(JTM). About 60 Am. Redstarts were found this spring.
with most in the n.e. part of the region May 20-31.

BLACKBIRDS. ORIOLES, TANAGERS — As usual a few
Bobolinks moved through the n.e. part of the region with
about 20 seen at F.C.R., May 20-June 4 and a male at Oasis
June 5 (KVV): a male near Imperial Beach June 3 (fide PU)
was the only one seen along the coast. A £ “*Baltimore™
Oriole in Imperial Beach Apr. 7 (GMcC) and another male in
Goleta Feb. 7-Apr. 23 (PL) probably wintered locally. but a
male in the Saline Valley May 7 (TH) and another male at
Essex, San Bernardino Co.. May 23 (SF&KLB) were spring
vagrants. A % Rusty Blackbird was found in Goleta on the
late date of Apr. 12 (RJ, ph. S.D.N.H.M.). A Com. Grackle.
still decidedly rare in California, was at Scotty’s Castle in
Death Valley May 28 (JM. DP) and another was at Deep
Springs May 30-June 8 (BDP, DDeS). Great-tailed Grackles
continue to expand their range in California with a pair at
F.C.R. from May 18 to the end of the period (D&BH)
and a female near Lucerne Valley Apr. 30 (GNV) marking
the n. and w. limits of the records this spring. A ¥ Bronzed
Cowbird at Kelso May 25 (SF&KLB) gives us the northern-
most record to date. There were four Hepatic Tanagers found
at desert oases this spring with a male in Morongo Valley
Apr. 19 (R&MW), two females at Ft. Piute May 27 (VR.SC)
and another female at F.C.R.. May 28 (KG). Eight Summer
Tanagers found in the n.e. part of the region May 21-June §
along with five on the coast May 29-June & were all
probably birds of the nominate race that had strayed too far W.

FINCHES. SPARROWS, LONGSPURS—Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were more numerous than usual with nearly 40
reported May I1-June 13. Similarly Indigo Buntings were
relatively numerous with 35 seen Apr. 24-June 13. A &
Purple Finch on San Nicholas I.. June § (LJ) was certainly
lost. The only Evening Grosbeaks reported were two on
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Clark Mt., May 21 (DRo). one at F.C.R., May 23 (VR) and
another in Big Pine May 13 (TH). Up to four Lark Buntings.
a scarce bird in California. were near Campo. San Diego
Co.. Apr. 4-29 (GSS. LRB). A Le Conte's Sparrow at
F.C.R.. May 21-24 (GMcC) was the first to be found in
California during the spring. A Gray-headed Junco at Cima.
San Bernardino Co., Apr. 16 (SC) was probably a migrant.
A Harris® Sparrow in Morongo Valley May 7 (R&MW) and
another in Redlands May 11 (SC) were the latest reported
this year. Wintering White-throated Sparrows were reported
through April. with one remaining in Julian. San Diego Co.,
to May 11 (LT): one at Scotty's Castle May 23 (PU) and
another at Deep Springs May 25-June § (GMcC. H&PB)
were exceptionally late. A Clay-colored Sparrow. rare in
spring. was in Long Beach May 28 (RS). The only Swamp
Sparrow reported was one in Kelso Apr. 22 (SC).
Totally unexpected was a ¥ Lapland Longspur in Kelso
June 9 (SC. * S.B.C.M.): this must be one of the latest
records for the contiguous states.
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