SOUTHWEST REGION
/Janet Witzeman, John P. Hubbard and
Kenn Kaufman

Precipitation set records in the western parts of the
Region during late winter / early spring 1978; some
localities received amounts of rainfall exceeding their
normal annual averages before the first of March. As a
result, the Arizona deserts put on a wildflower display
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seldom rivaled in recent history, and the grasslands
turned lush and green months before the summer
rains. The most noticeable reaction to these conditions
was staged by the Cassin’s Sparrows (as detailed
below in the species accounts) but it was felt that most
spring breeders in the lowlands enjoyed successful
nesting seasons.

Many observers felt that the spring migration was
quite poor, with some normally common passerines
occurring in greatly reduced numbers. The abundance
of green vegetation probably contributed to this
impression: rather than concentrating in a few riparian’
‘*migrant traps,’’ the birds were able to disperse over
much wider areas.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS — Excellent photos
of a Red-throated Loon on L. Havasu Mar. 29 — Apr. 2
(KVR et al.) provided the first documentation of the
species’ occurrence in Arizona; there were two
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previous sight records for the Lower Colorado Valley,
(hereafter, L.C.V.).

Olivaceous Cormorants continued to occur in the
Region, with singles seen Apr. 21 at Las Cruces
(KJZ), and May 6 near Cliff, N. Mex., where rare
(MZ et al.); in Arizona, two were e. of Douglas
throughout March (fDD.JBl et al.), one was n. of
Douglas Apr. 14 (W&SS), and four were on L.
Patagonia May 4 and subsequently (KK,GR et al.).

There are two definite nesting areas of Great Blue
Heron in New Mexico: the Gila R. population
con-tinues to maintain itself (RAF), but the one
near Watrous had only one nesting pair in May
(WH). A Little Blue Heron near Alamogordo Apr.
29 and two there May 16 (K. Haenke et al.) provided
the first local records. Four Cattle Egrets seen e. of
Sonoita Mar. 22 (K. & J. Olson) added to the
growing number of records for s.e. Arizona where
the species was, until recently, considered rare.
Single Louisiana Herons, rare stragglers to the
Region, appeared at Bitter Lake N.W.R., May 8-9
(VLG) and at Willcox May 27 -June 3 (DD,tph.GB
et al.). At Martinez L., near Yuma, several Am.
Bitterns which were calling in May and remained at
least into June were strongly suspected of nesting
(KVR,SF); the species is not currently known to
breed in Arizona.

WATERFOWL, RAPTORS — A (Black) Brant was
found Apr. 14 on the Lower Colorado River n. of
Ehrenberg (ph., KVR); there are now about half a
dozen Arizona records. Another report of the species
in the L.C.V., previously unpublished, was of one at
Havasu N.W.R., Apr. 14, 1975 (B. Delaney, L.
Walters, fide KVR).

Aerial and ground surveys terminating in March
indicated that at least 358 Bald Eagles were present in
New Mexico during the winter of 1977-78. This was
the first statewide census ever undertaken here (JPH
et al.). The migration of Swainson’s Hawks through
Arizona occurs chiefly in April, so a flock of 67 s.e. of
Willcox May 28 (R&JW) was extremely late. Also
quite late was a ¢ Merlin apparently of the pale race
richardsoni which remained at Willcox until May 1
(KK.GR).

RAILS, SHOREBIRDS — Downy young Virginia
Rails found in the B.W. Delta March 29 represented
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Cassin's Sparrow continued to draw atten-
tion: the occurrences of this species seem more
closely linked to conditions of ground cover than
to any standard pattern of season or geography.
As noted inour last report (g.t.). the species was
present in exceptional numbers throughout s.e.
Arizona during the winter. Following the unusual
rains of late winter-early spring. with the grass-
lands in phenomenally lush condition for the
season, the male Cassin's began singing in
March. Every observer in s.e. Arizona
remarked on the abundance of the species
through mid-April, and some birds remained.
singing, through the end of May. They were
notably widespread: singing individuals were
observed near Glenwood. N. Mex.. Mar. 29
(first Catron County record — JPH). and near
CIliff, N. Mex.. Mar. 29 and May 6 (JPH.CA ¢/
al.). Near Globe, Ariz., the first local May
records were established by several singing
birds present May 20-30 (BJa). In late March
near Coolidge. Ariz.., supposedly outside the
Cassin’s winter/spring range, KK estimated
local concentrations of over S00 birds per square
kilometer! Notably. no singing birds were
located in e.c. New Mexico Mar. | — Apr. 2
(JPH). even though special attention was paid
for this species.

A Le Conte’s Sparrow was reported in New Mexico
across the Rio Grande from El Paso Mar. 4 (KJZ). being
well described by an observer familiar with the species:
this makes the second Rio Grande Valley record from
the state — the other being from Espanola. November
1963. The species is otherwise known only as a rare
local winterer in the Southeast.

A Clay-colored Sparrow at Santa Fe May S5-8 (B.
Chudd) was the second local spring occurrence. Seven
Golden-crowned Sparrow and ten White-throated
Sparrow reports from the L.C.V. and s.e. Arizona, plus
a Golden-crowned at Silver City May 6 (M&SO) were
in addition to those reported during the winter. The
number of Golden-crowneds was somewhat higher
than usual.

ADDENDUM — We would like to request again — if
a visitor to the Southwest finds a rare bird. that he or she
please telephone one of the editors or some local
observer as soon as possible. In this way the occur-
rence may be confirmed. and if necessary. documented
by a photograph. [t will also provide an opportunity for
the rarity to be seen by the local observers. We wish to
thank the visitors who have alerted us immediately
regarding their discoveries. We also wish to express our
appreciation to the increasing number of visitors as well
as local residents who have submitted carefully written
details of their rare sightings.
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