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SOUTHWEST REGION
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Kenn Kaufman

Temperatures over most of the Region remained
mild throughout the fall, markedly so in some areas. In
Phoenix, to cite one case, the mean monthly
temperatures set new all time highs four months in a
row, September through December; and temperatures
were broken or approached in many other localities.

This mild weather was accompanied by a lingering
of migrants, particularly at middle elevations. For
example, at Willcox. Arizona on November 20 and 26
—by which dates the local shorebird population is
normally reduced to a few Killdeer and Least Sand-
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PIGEONS THROUGH SWIFTS — A lone Band-
tailed Pigeon was seen at B.W. Delta Oct. 28 (KVR);
the species is an extremely rare straggler to the L.C.V.
At Alamogordo, N. Mex., where the White-winged
Dove is apparently a recent colonizer, the last bird of
the fall was seen Oct. 9 (LM). An Inca Dove near
Socorro Nov. 7 - 8 (PB) was north of the usual range.
A Groove-billed Ani, a casual wanderer to the Region,
was seen near Roswell Oct. 20 (P. White, MW) and
Nov. 14 (JPH).

A Pygmy Owl at Kirtland, N. Mex., Nov. 21 (CS)
was far from its normal habitat in the mountains.
Feathers of a Spotted Owl were found Oct. 16 in a
canyon on Mt. Taylor n.e. of Grants, N. Mex.,
establishing the first record for the area.

Five Black Swifts were seen over L. Peak near
Santa Fe Aug. 5 (JPH er al.); the species is rather
rarely observed in New Mexico.

HUMMINGBIRDS — The 3 Lucifer Hummingbird
at Portal noted in our previous report was last seen
Sept. 9, but a female was present there Aug. 31 — Oct.
8 (SSpf): an imm. male was at Ramsey Canyon Aug.
25 - 26 (BY). and a female visited Bisbee Oct. 6 - 9
(tDD). These records bring the Arizona total for 1977
up to a minimum of eight individuals, indicating the
species’ rapid increase here.

The expanding Anna’s Hummingbird occurred again
in New Mexico. On the e. side of the Sandia Mts., one
male was present probably from September — Dec. 10
(Mrs. R. Girard) and another Oct. 21 - Nov. 18 (MH);
another was in the Las Cruces area during the period
(fide W. Baltosser). Very unusual, as to both area and
season, were two Rivoli's Hummingbirds on the e.
side of the Sandias Oct. 30 into December (MH er al.).

TROGONS, WOODPECKERS —

S.A

The event of the season (if not of the decade)
was the invasion of Eared Trogons (Eupiilotis
neoxenus) to s.e. Arizona. Although this Mexi-
can endemic occurs north to within 100 mi of
the U.S. border in n.w. Chihuahua, it has been
considered both sedentary and scarce: so
ornithologists were astounded to learn of the
discovery of an ad. male in Cave Creek
Canyon, Chiricahuas Oct. 23 (Rick Taylor).
This bird was seen sporadically through Oct. 31
and almost continuously from Nov. 9 on (ph.
AC,BS). Rumors of a second individual were
confirmed when a female was seen accompany-
ing the male Nov. 16. By late November there
were probably four birds in Cave Creek
Canyon; three were seen together Nov. 30, but
all disappeared promptly thereafter, with the
last sighting of two Dec. 2. Amazingly, another
ad. male was found 75 mi away in Ramsey
Canyon, Huachuca Mts., Dec. 1-3(Bloetal.).
It would be interesting to know if these occur-
rences were related to habitat and food supply
changes in Mexico. The birds appeared to be
feeding principally on madrone berries. See
also p. 135-139.
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The second report of Pileated Woodpecker in New
Mexico was of one at Bandelier Nat’'l Mon., from early
in the period (date uncertain) until early December (R.
Wauer ef al.).

FLYCATCHERS — An E. Kingbird was s. of
Parker Sept. 7-8 (PDM): the species is extremely rare
in the L.C.V. (*A.S.U.). A Great Crested Flycatcher
was banded Sept. 7 (JPH) at Bell L., s.e. N. Mex.,
where it is rare but probably regular. Six Least Fly-
catchers mist-netted in the same locality Sept. 6 - 8
(JPH) added further support to last year's discovery
that the species migrates in numbers through the
Staked Plains of e. New Mexico.

WRENS THROUGH PHAINOPEPLA — Five or
six Cactus Wrens seen Sept. 4 in the Ladron Mts.
(O.&L. Van Buskirk) established a new northemmost
record for New Mexico.

Near Springerville. at the site of Arizona's best-
known Gray Catbird colony, late individuals were
seen Oct. 16 (ST, KVR) and Nov. 24 (DD). Brown
Thrasher records in Arizona this fall were singles at
Teec Nos Pos Oct. 15 (ST,AG.GR.KVR) and Tucson
Oct. 27 (CC).

One or more Varied Thrushes were seen spora-
dically from Oct. 23 on in Cave Creek Canyon,
Chiricahuas (fide SSpt). five were tound Nov. 19-20 in
B.W. Delta (tKK.KVR ef al.}. and one at Grand
Canyon Nat'i Mon.. Nov. 30 (Mary Beth Rittey er al.}:
Arizona had less than 20 previous records.

A @ Phainopepla seen Aug. 3 at Socorro (PB) estab-
lished a new northernmost record for New Mexico.

SHRIKES, VIREOS — For the second consecutive
year New Mexico received a major invasion of N.
Shrikes, with at least ten records by the end of the
period; southern occurrences were at Bitter Lake
N.W.R., Oct. 14 and later (WS), at Bosque del Apache
Nov. 20 (RLT), and at Luna Nov. 25 (GM,LS). The
movement was less noticeable in Arizona (with few
observers in appropriate areas), but a remarkable
report was received of one in the L.C.V., s. of Parker
Nov. 21 (TB et al.): one was collected in the same area
sometime in December (*A.S.U.).

A migrant Gray Vireo, rare in the L.C.V., was seen
n. of Ehrenberg Oct. 1 (PDM). A Solitary Vireo
collected Sept. 8 at Bell L. (JPH) was New Mexico's
first specimen of the e. race V. s. solitarius (fide A.R.
Phillips). A Red-eyed Vireo at Farmington, N. Mex.,
Oct. 22 - 23 (APN) was rare for the area and unusually
late. A Philadelphia Vireo was at Phoenix Oct. 6 - 7
(ST,"GR et ul.); Arizona had about six previous
records.

WARBLERS — The fall warbler migration in
Arizona was considered lacklustre in some areas, and
“‘simply terrible’* (DSz) at Tucson, with most species
present in low numbers and few vagrants found
despite increased coverage.

Genuine vagrants recorded in the Region this season
included the following: Golden-winged Warbler, one at
Bandelier Nat'l Mon., N. Mex., Aug. 21 (R.F. Rudell);
one 3 Black-throated Blue Warbler at Wupatki Nat’]
Mon., Ariz., Oct. 18 (fPS,NS) and another at
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Patagonia Nov. 9 (1JB et al.). one ¢ Magnolia Warbler
at Bell L., Sept. 7 (JPH); and a Chestnut-sided
Warbler at Tucson Sept. 13 (DSz,EC).

No fewer than four Black-throated Green Warblers
were found in Arizona: two at different locations near
Phoenix Oct. 6 (tGR,ST), one on the San Pedro R.,
Oct. 22 (ST,KVR), and one s.w. of Phoenix Nov. 3
(tGR). Single Ovenbirds were found in different areas
of B.W. Delta Sept. S (DSz) and Sept. 14 (LC), and an
amazing five were at Teec Nos Pos Oct. 15
(KVR,ST,GR,AG)—bringing the total found in
Arizona this year up to 13. The species may well be a
regular rare migrant here. A Kentucky Warbler at
Phoenix Nov. 3 - 5 (tGR er al.) provided the first con-
firmable fall record for the state, and only the second
record away from s.e. Arizona, where the species
occurs casually in spring.

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS — Two ‘‘Baltimore’
Orioles were netted Sept. 7 at Bell L. (JPH), for the
first Lea County records of a form which is quite rare
in New Mexico. A 3 Scott’s Oriole near Silver City
Nov. 26 (RAF) may have been the same bird that has
wintered there for three consecutive years. Two
Summer Tanagers seen Sept. 14 at Alamogordo (LM)
provided a first record for this locality. which is in the
hiatus between the lower Pecos and Rio Grande
Valleys; one at Pleasanton, N. Mex., Oct. 29 (JPH)
was quite late.

FRINGILLIDS — A ? Painted Bunting seen Aug.
25 near Portal (tD. Wolf) was one of the few recent
reports for s.e. Arizona. Single Dickcissels, rare tran-
sients in Arizona, were noted Sept. 10 at Tucson
(DSz.KK.RN) and Sept. 12 at Lakeside (GM). The
only Purple Finches recorded this fall were two in
B.W. Delta Oct. 31 (KVR) and one there Nov. 19 - 20
(KK,PDM).

Baird’s Sparrows are currently considered rare in
New Mexico, so 10+ seen in the Animas Valley Sept.
25 (JPH, Greg Schmitt) were noteworthy, as was one
seen and well-described at Cochiti L. near Santa Fe
Oct. 9 (B. Isaacs et al.). A road-killed individual of this
species picked up Oct. 31 in Tucson (B. Henry) was
the only recent record for the area.
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