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SOUTHWEST REGION
/Janet Witzeman, John P. Hubbard
and Kenn Kaufman

In the warmer western sectors of the
Region, where the two preceding mild winters
had lulled us into a false sense of complacency,
winter arrived dramatically the first week of
December. The major storm that hit then was
felt most intensively in southeast Arizona,
where sub-zero temperatures numbed areas as
low as Nogales. Heavy snowfall on December 7
forced the closing of Interstate 10 between
Tucson and the New Mexico state line; and on
the following morning, the desert landscape
— with snow shrouding the saguaros and oco-
tillos — made an unforgettable sight. Tem-
peratures remained colder than normal until
early February, and another major wind and
snowfall hit Arizona at the end of January.

By coincidence, KK birded the San Rafael
Grasslands of southeast Arizona both just
before and just after the December 7 snowfall.
Three days before the storm he found
Sprague’s Pipits and Savannah, Baird’s and
Grasshopper sparrows to be present in near-
normal numbers. Returning three days after
the storm. he tramped for miles across the
snowy wastes without flushing a single spar-
row of any kind; the only remaining passer-
ines were ravens, Horned Larks, meadowlarks
and Chestnut-collared Longspurs, and this
picture remained unchanged on subsequent
visits through the end of the period.
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invasion, including in the southernmost parts
of the valleys of the Rio Grande (TM et al.)
and Pecos rivers (SW et al.).

MIMIDS THROUGH WAXWINGS — A
Bendire’s Thrasher, rare in the L.C.R., win-
tered just n.e. of Yuma (VH et al.). American

*Robins were nearly absent over most of Ari-
zona during early winter. However, about Feb.
1, large numbers appeared almost simulta-
neously at Tucson, Globe, Phoenix, Flagstaf¥,
and in the L.C.R., the reasons for (and the
sources of) this truly massive invasion are

.unknown. The species was also numerous in
February in e. New Mexico, e.g., Portales
(JPH) and Hobbs (HS). The season’s only Var-
ied Thrush was a female s. of Ehrenberg,
Ariz., Dec. 19 (MH). Good numbers of all
three bluebird species, especially Westerns,
were present locally in s. Arizona foothills early
in the winter; their spread into more low-lying
and n. areas coincided with the robin move-
ment in early February. Westerns and Moun-
tains also invaded s. New Mexico, especially
the latter species which reached the Mexican
boundary area and also the e. plains near Tuc-
umari. Easterns were evident in the lower val-
leys of the Pecos and Rio Grande rivers plus n.
to Albuquerque — with three there Jan. 12 JP
etal.).

Most records of the rare occurrences of
Bohemian Waxwings in Arizona have been in
n. Arizona. A new location for the species in
the state was in the n.e., at Ganado Feb. 18,
when a flock of 40+ was seen feeding in cot-
tonwoods there (WL). Another individual was
seen at Flagstaff Feb. 9 (C. LaRue, fide IC).
The only ones reported in New Mexico were
flocks in the Farmington area Dec. 14 and
later (AN), except for an exceptional vagrant
at Silver City Jan. 31 (M. Zimmerman, fide
RAP).

SHRIKES THROUGH TANAGERS —
Northern Shrikes were present in lower num-
bers in New Mexico than in the past two win-
ters, but notable records included singles near
Melrose Feb. 20 (JPH), and in Dona Afia
County near El Paso Dec. 9 (KZ). A Cape May
Warbler, representing Arizona’s third record
for this century, survived the winter at the

Boyce Thompson Arboretum, which was also

Cape May Warbler, Boyce Thompson Arbor-
etum, Ariz., Jan. 6, 1979. Photo/Ken V.
Rosenberg.
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the site of the second record, in Spring 1977.
Found Nov. 17 (ST,RG,GR), it was seen by
many into March. Photos JW,KVR et al.)
provided the first acceptable documentation
of the species’ occurrence in the state; a 19th-
century ‘“‘Arizona’” specimen lacks a precise
date or locality.

Other notable winter warblers not on
Christmas Bird Counts, included a Hermit
Warbler Jan. 11 on the Kofa Game Range,
Ariz. (L. Anderson), and a Wilson’s Warbler
n. of Nogales Jan. 7-21 (DSz,BD et al.). For
the first time in several years, Scott’s Hooded
and Northern orioles all wintered at feeders
near Tucson; this used to be a regular occur-
rence in the late 1960s (fide DSz). An ad. &
Scott's again wintered at Silver City (fide
RAF), probably the same bird that has done
so over three previous winters. Two W. Tan-
agers, quite rare in winter, were found in
Phoenix Feb. 6 (SRD,HL).

FRINGILLIDS — The biggest news in this
family was the scarcity of most species
throughout s. Arizona (which is usually the
wintering fringillid capital of the United
States). Erratic visitors such as Lawrence’s
Goldfinch and Pine Siskin were virtually
absent, but in addition most wintering spar-
rows (Savannah, Vespers, Grasshoppers, Spi-
zellas, Lincoln's, White-crowneds) were in
very low numbers. Exceptions to the general
paucity were Rufous-winged and Black-
throated sparrows (which evidently enjoyed
excellent breeding success in 1978) and
Rufous-sided Towhees.

Single d Cardinals at Silver City Jan. 2
(Mary Granger, fide RAF) and s. of Hachita,
N. Mex., Jan. 21 (BJH) were out-of-range.
Among the few Evening Grosbeaks reported
in Arizona were up to 12 at Ganado Jan. 1 -
Feb. 19 (HR,WL); the species’ winter status
with us is still poorly understood. A 9 Purple
Finch was at Portal Dec. 1-3 (ph., W&SS);
almost all Arizona specimens are of the race
californicus, which must arrive from the w., so
it is odd that the species should occur so fre-
quently at Portal, in the s.e. corner of the
state. Unusual for Los Alamos, N. Mex., were
200 rosy finches Feb. 15 and earlier (Burt
Lewis et al.), these being mainly Brown-
capped with a few Gray-crowneds including at
least one littoralis (Hepburn's). A Grasshop-
per Sparrow was found Jan. 11 near Poston,
Ariz. (JD; *Arizona St. Univ.); the species is
extremely rare in the L.C.R.

Absolutely unprecedented was the down-
slope movement of Yellow-eyed Juncos in s.
Arizona. The species appeared in numbers in
areas where never recorded before: at least
four around Tucson (GG,KK et al.), several in
the Baboquivari, Atascosa, and Patagonia
Mts. (fide DSz, BH et al.), and two in Bisbee
(DD); in addition, unusually large numbers
occurred at low elevation in the Huachuca and
Chiricahua Mts. (DD,W&SS).

An imm. Golden-crowned Sparrow at Santa
Fe from Dec. 9 - Feb. 28+ (JPH, ph.) was
perhaps the 12th specific record for New Mex-
ico. A flood-damaged, unharvested sorghum
field near Phoenix produced a bonanza for
observers, with 20+ Chestnut-collared
Longspurs (quintupling the previous Mari-
copa County record) and the county’s first
McCown’s Longspur record Feb. 6+ (ST, ph.,
KVR et al.), as well as at least 10,000 each of
House Finch and Savannah Sparrow!

CONTRIBUTORS (area compilers in bold-
face) — Bertin Anderson, Dave Baker, John
D. Bean, George Beringer, Robert Bradley
(RBr), Dan Cohan, Elaine Cook, John Coons
(Flagstaff), Doug Danforth (Huachuca Mts.),
William Davis, Salome R. Demaree, Robert
Dummer, John Egbert, Ralph A. Fisher,
Agnes & Harold Gaither, Sharon Goldwasser,
Grace Gregg, Bill Harrison (Nogales), Bruce J.
Hayward, Alton Higgins, Valerie Hink, Bill
Howe, Charles A. Hundertmark, Mary Hunni-
cutt, Chuck Hunter, Catherine Irwin, Betty
Jackson, Chuck Kangas, Andy Laurenzi,
Diane Laush, Nyle & Carol Leatham, Wes
Loder, Helen Longstreth, Randall Madding
(RMa), Tom Marr, Robert McKernan, Doris
Miller, Gale Monson (consultant on Arizona
record), Robert Morse, Alan P. Nelson, Susan
Parker, E. Patterson, Joanne Phillips, Harris
Richard, Gwen & Dick Robinson (Yuma), Bill
Roe, Gary H. Rosenberg, Ken V. Rosenberg,
Robert Scholes, Hart Schwarz, Sally Spofford
(Portal), Walter Spofford, David Stejskal (DS;j),
William Stone (WSt), Douglas Stotz (DSz,
Tucson), Scott Terrill, Ross L. Teuber, Dick
Todd, Carl S. Tomoff (Prescott), Steve West,
Bret M. Whitney (L.C.R.), Richard Wilt,
Robert A. Witzeman, Kevin Zimmer.

Abbreviations: 1, written details on file with
New Mexico Ornithological Society
(N.M.O0.S.) or with Arizona Bird Committee
(A.B.C.); * specimen; ph., photo on file with
N.M.O.S. or with A.B.C.; L.C.R., Lower Col-
orado River. — JANET WITZEMAN, 4619
E. Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, Ariz. 85018; JOHN
P. HUBBARD, 2016 Valle Rio, Santa Fe, N.
Mex. 87501; KENN KAUFMAN, 1411 E.
Adams, Tucson, Ariz. 85719.
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