


were near Weed Dec. 16 and three were near
Grenada, Siskiyou Co.. Jan. 2 (fide MT). This
is an unusual winter location. The only Black
Rail reported was one calling at Kehoe Marsh.
Marin Co., Dec. 16 (RS). At least 13 Com.
Gallinules were found in the Clear L. Basin
where they were previously thought to be rare
(SAL). and one was at L. Hennessey, Napa
Co., Dec. 9 - Jan. 19, where they are unusual
(WS.BDP.JP). Estimated reduction of coots at
Bolinas Lagoon was approximately 90% of
pre-drought numbers (GP); the same percen-
tage reduction was also noted on the Sacra-
mento R.. at Red Bluff (SAL).

SHOREBIRDS — Black-necked Stilt win-
tering populations have been increasing at
coastal locations over the past 10 years, but
this winter they reached an all time high with
400+ at the e. end of Dumbarton Bridge Dec.
11 (SFB.DE); 210 at old Alameda Cr.. Dec. 23
(HLQC): one at Pt. Reyes Dec. 18 JEeral.); and
up to six at Bodega Bay Jan. 1-6 (WS.DS. S.
Yaninck et al). Up to three Semipalmated
Plovers were at Stafford L., Marin Co., Dec.
12 - Jan. 3 (DS). The species is rare away from
coastal mud flats in winter. Mountain Plovers
made news this winter with two near Drakes
Beach, Pt. Reyes Dec. 16-29 (tDE,RS et al.),
and one at Pajaro Dunes. Monterey Co., Dec.
23-25 J&RW). These seem to be the first win-
ter records for the coast. Fifty at Arbuckle,
Colusa Co., Jan. 27 were n. of their normal
winter range in the C.V. Three to four Am.
Golden Plovers wintered on Pt. Reyes (m.ob.);
one seen there Jan. 28 was noted as very yellow
in color, and may have been of the Siberian
race, fulva (AE).

Marbled Godwits were considered unusually
common in the Vallejo-Martinez area (DE.FKB).
but on the Hayward shore a maximum of
1100+ was found Feb. 2, where 4000+ were
regular 12 vears ago (HLC). A late January
and February movement of Lesser Yellowlegs
was noted in the C.V., with four at Holland
Tract. Contra Costa Co., Jan. 18 (DE.DW);
five at Merced N.W R.. Feb. 4 (RH.KH et al.):
and four at Sacramento N.W.R., Feb. 11
(KVV) being the largest groups.

Up to three N. Phalaropes. including a
breeding-plumaged female were at the Fre-
mont Salt Ponds Jan. 10 - Feb. 7 (+SFB,DE).
There are very few winter records for the
Region and most are from salt dehydrator
ponds. The only Red Phalaropes reported
were 15 on the Cordelle Banks Jan. 21
(W.F.0.), and 30 at Pt. Pinos Jan. 19 (RS et
al.). Red Knots were found in high numbers in
S.F. Bay with 300+ at Coyote Pt., Dec. 28
(PM), and 162 at Hayward Landing Jan. 31
(CS). One was at Napa Jan. 2 (KVV) where
they are rare. A Ruff was at Bodega Head
Dec. 18 (L. Stenzel et al.).

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS — Seven
Parasitic Jaeger reports were again higher
than normal for the period (m.ob.). Ten Glau-
cous Gulls were reported, nine from coastal
locations and, most notable, an adult at Vie-
toria 1., San Joaquin Co., Jan. 30 (DE et al.).
Mew Gull was the most common gull at Stock-
ton Feb. 8 (DE) with 325+ present. An imma-
ture was at Oroville Jan. 1 (SAL) providing only
the third Butte County record. An imm.
Laughing Gull was at Moss Landing Jan. 22 -
Feb. 19 (L. Spear, tm.ob.). This represents the
first Regional winter record and the first
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immature ever reported in the Region. A
Franklin’s Gull was at Pajaro Dunes Jan. 10
(J&RW). An incredible concentration of
1500+ Bonapartc's Gulls wintered on Clear L.
(SAL). One imm. Sabine’s Gull seen sevcral
miles off Humboldt Bay Jan. 4-5 (B. Sizoo)
and another in Monterey Bay Feb. 18 (S. Ter-
rill, GMcC) provided two of very few winter
records.

Elegant Terns at the Pajaro R., Dec. 6-18
(J&RW) were very late. More Marbled Murre-
lets were recorded than is normal. with 88 seen
from Humboldt Bay to Santa Cruz. Most
intriguing were ten birds flying over Big Basin
S.P., at dawn on three January dates (DP).
indicating that this species may roost inland
throughout the vear. Xantus' Murrelets were
again found on Monterey Bay with a max-
imum of two on Feb. 18 (LCB). Exceptional
concentrations of Cassin’s Auklets were found.
A raft of 5000+ on Monterey Bay Jan. 6 and
3500+ at Cordelle Banks Jan. 13 & 21 (W.F.O0.}
are noteworthy. Rhinoccros Auklets were
reported as abundant with 5000x on Mon-
terev Bay Feb. 18 (W.F.0O.} and 1000+ on the
Cordelle Banks Jan. 21 (W.F.O.). One ad. Tufted
Puffin was at the Cordelle Banks Jan. 21
(W.F.0.) and another at Pt. Pinos Dec. 28 (RS.
BSa).

PIGEONS THROUGH OWLS — The sur-
prising scarcity of Band-tailed Pigeons
throughout the period was widely noted. The
population dynamics of this species are, at
times, most unusual, especially in view of the
large numbers of birds seen last winter. The
presence of a Great Horned Owl in late Feb-
ruary at the Hall Natural Area, (hereafter.
H.N.A.). Mono Co., at 10,000 ft provides one
with some food for thought about adaptability
and prey availability under such conditions
(DDeS). Eighteen Pygmy Owls, reported mostly
from inland locations, was about normal for
this species in winter. Eight Spotted Owls were
reported from the coast which. Christmas Bird
Counts (hereafter, CBC) notwithstanding, is a
better-than-average number. A single Burrow-
ing Owl wintered just s. of St. Helena, Napa
Co., and was the only one reported (KVV.BDP
et al.). A wintering Long-eared Owl present
Dec. 14-26 apparently succumbed to a Great
Horned Owl in Muddy Hollow, Marin Co. (JE,
DS et al.). Some 15 wintering Saw-whet Owls,
all reported from the coast, was a much
better-than-average showing.

GOATSUCKERS THROUGH FLY-
CATCHERS — A single @ Selasphorus hum-
mingbird (possibly Allen’s) was found trying
to winter Dec. 23 - Jan. 16 at Bodega Bay (m.ob.).
An ad. d Costa’'s Hummingbird was observed
Jan. 15 in Sacramento (fide BK), and a female
was at Cape Mendocino Dec. 28 (fide DE), but
no details were submitted.

Nine Pileated Woodpecker reports (one
inland from Alpine County) mostly from the
coast was normal. Lewis’ Woodpeckers
appeared in several coastal areas over the
period, but the largest concentration was
found on the Peace Valley CBC, Dec. 29 where
148 were tallied (BED). A @ Williamson's Sap-
sucker was found at Del Valle Regional P.,
Alamada Co., Jan. 20 - Feb. | (AE,DEJM, m.ob.)
was most unusual as it is rarely found away
from montane habitat. Finding a Hairy
Woodpecker at 10,000 ft on the H.N.A_, Jan. |
was most surprising (DDeS). It appears that a

number of Sierran species winter at rather
high elevations in spite of the harsh conditions.

Two Black Phoebes were found wintering in
Siskivou County where they are exceptional at
this time of vear (fide MT). Say’s Phoebe
numbers were noted by many observers as
being conspicuously low.

S.A.

On Dcc. 16 Dick Erickson found a
strange bird among a large flock of Horned
Larks in a cattle pasture at Point Reyes.
After much initial confusion L. C. Binford
finally proved that it was a species of lark.
A consensus among many observers is that
it was a Skylark, Alauda arvensis. It was
last seen Feb. 19. Many photographs were
taken by A. Ghiorso et al. These have been
sent to authorities in Victoria, B.C., for
comparison with their introduced popula-
tion of Skvlarks, A. a. arvensis and to the
British Museum.

A preliminary comparison of photos of
this bird and British Columbia Skylarks
indicate that the Point Reyes Skylark was
much more brightly colored with a some-
what smaller bill. These photographs were
also compared directly with series of
specimens of various asiatic races at the
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology in Berke-
lev. The Point Reves bird differed in sev-
eral ways from the specimens of 4. a. peki-
nensis; e.g., all the specimens of that race
showed heavily streaked throats while the
Point Reyes individual had an unstreaked
throat. The specimens of A. a. kiborti
more closely resembled the photographs,
but no specimen of any race showed the
rich rusty coloration of the Point Reyes
bird. Individual rather than taxonomic
variation may account for much of this,
and it would be very dangerous to assign
this bird to any distant race regardless of
its resemblance.

Some observers feel that the Oriental
Skylark, A. gulgula, has not been com-
pletely eliminated. Only one race of Orien-
tal Skylark is considered migratory, A. g.
inopinata. from the Himalayas. There is
virtually no chance that this species could
occur naturally in California. Deliberate
introduction is a possibility, but importa-
tion of Skylarks is expressly forbidden by
state law and no exceptions have been
authorized within the last five years. Our
Skylark differed from specimens of A. gul-
gula in several respects but the signif-
icance of these differences is disputed and
we await opinion from authorities at the
British Museum.

—Joe Morlan

LARKS THROUGH THRUSHES — A
single Horned Lark found atop the Trinity
Dam on the Lewiston CBC, Dec. 29 (PD,DA)
was quite unexpected and may have been the
first recorded in Trinity County. A surprising
number of swallows was found throughout the
Region this winter. Some 300 Tree Swallows
were found at the Pajaro R. mouth Jan. 21
(J&RW DP) and another 125 were at Elkhorn
Slough Dec. 31 - Jan. 1 (EM). A Rough-
winged Swallow was seen here Jan. 2 (TB.PM).
A Cliff Swallow found at P.R.B.O.-Palomarin
Dec. 12 was the first recorded in the Region
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