





be found on the mainland of s. California in
this century. Up to six Black Opystercatchers
were at Pt. Fermin all winter (BB) and one or
two were on Pt. Loma in San Diego during the
same period (CGE); this species is rare on the
mainland s. of San Luis Obispo County. The
only Am. Golden Plovers reported were a flock
of up to 21 near Santa Maria all winter (PL),
one in Goleta throughout the period (LRB)
and another at Playa del Rey all winter
(H&PB); small numbers are present each win-
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ter, but groups of more than five are excep-
tional. A group of 12+ Stilt Sandpipers at
S.E.S.S.. Feb. 27 - Mar. 3 (JD) had undoubt-
edly wintered locally. A Ruff, a rare straggler
to s. California, was at the Santa Maria R.
mouth Dec. 24 (PL). A few Red Phalaropes
were off the coast this winter as indicated by
five off San Diego Jan. 19 (EC), one at the Santa
Maria R. mouth Jan. 20 (REW), 100+ off
Avila Beach and Morro Bay Jan. 21 (EVI REW)
and one at Pt. Dume Feb. 8 (JD). Approx-
imately 20 N. Phalaropes were at Imperial
Beach all winter (GMcC); small numbers are
found on the salt evaporation ponds here each
winter.

GULLS, TERNS, SKIMMERS — Five
Glaucous Gulls were reported with two on San
Miguel 1., Mar. 15 (JR)), one at the Santa
Maria R. mouth Dec. 24 (PL)., another at
McGrath S.P., Feb. 5 (REW) and the fifth on
Newport Bay Feb. 16 (JAJ); small numbers
reach s. California every year. A Glaucous-
winged Gull, rare any distance inland, was at
Salton City Dec. 14 (JD). another was at
S.E.S.S., Feb. 18 - Mar. 3 (REW) and two
were in Colton near San Bernardino Feb. 3
(SC). Single vellow-legged W. Gulls were at
Saiton City Feb. 1 (GMcC) & 11 (JD); this
distinct form is now being found on the Salton
Sea every winter. Unexpected were a yellow-
legged W. Gull near Imperial Beach Dec. 7
(EC) and another, possibly the same bird Jan.
19 (EC): there is but one documented occur-
rence of this form for the coast of California.
Three or four Thayer’s Gulls in the San Ber-
nardino/Riverside area all winter (SC) were an
appreciable distance inland. Four Mew Gulls
were found in the vicinity of the Salton Sea
with two near Brawley Dec. 11 (BMW), one at
Salton City Dec. 14 (JD) and another at Finney
L..Jan. 27 (SC); two near Chino Feb. 3 (REW)
were also far inland. An imm. Laughing Gull
at N.E.S.S., Jan. 2 (ASE) was exceptionally
late; there are only two other January records
for the Salton Sea. A Franklin’s Gull on
Newport Bay Dec. 8 (JMcD) was probably a
fate fall migrant, but another at Pitas Pt..
Ventura Co., Feb. 11 (REW) must have been
wintering locally. A Sabine’s Gull at McGrath
S.P.. Dec. 2 (LS) establishes one of the latest
dates of occurrence in s. California.

Two Gull-billed Terns at N.E.S.S., Jan. 20
(LS) were either exceptionally late stragglers
or were attempting to winter locally: there is
no previous record of the species in California
during January and February. An Elegant

Tern at McGrath S.P., Jan. 13 (REW) was
unusual, the last of the fall stragglers are nor-
mally gone by late December. Up to 24 Black
Skimmers were on San Diego Bay throughout
the period (CGE) and it appears the species is
now established here as a permanent resident.

MURRELETS — Two Marbled Murrelets
off Avila Beach, San Luis Obispo Co., Jan. 21
(NS) establishes one of the few acceptable
records of this species in the Region, but it
may prove to be regular in this area since
nesting is suspected at Big Sur S.P., a short
distance n. The only Xantus' Murrelets
reported were three off Morro Bay Jan. 7 (ID);
the winter status/distribution is poorly known.
The only Ancient Murrelets reported were off
the coast of San Luis Obispo County with 15
off Morro Bay Jan. 7 (JD) and one off Avila
Beach Jan. 21 (EV)).

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS —
A flock of 1500+ Band-tailed Pigeons in
Riverside Jan. 2 (ASE) was a remarkable con-
centration for a lowland locality. As now
appears normal. small numbers of White-
winged Doves remain throughout the winter
at isolated springs in the Anza Borrego Desert
of e. San Diego County; one in Santa Barbara
Mar. 2 (PL) was the only one reported on the
coast. A ground dove at Bouquet Canyon Res.,
Dec. 16-26 (LLJ) appears to be only the third
found in Los Angeles County. A Lesser Night-
hawk was near Imperial Beach Jan. 6 (EC) and
another was at nearby Sweetwater Res.. Jan.
20 (CGE); winter records from along the coast
are few indeed. The presence of 12 Vaux's
Swifts near Oceanside Jan. 18 (EC) and 15
there Jan. 24 (AF) indicates this species once
again wintered in that area. A Costa's Hum-
mingbird in Santa Barbara Jan. 25-26 (JD)
was somewhat n. for this time of the year. The
¢ Broad-billed Hummingbird at a feeder in w.
Los Angeles remained to Dec. 30 (JD), another
was in Riverside Jan. 12+ (JDeB) and a third
appeared in Spring Valley near San Diego
Mar. 8-10 (MT); this species has become a
regular wanderer to California in recent years.

The presence of three Acorn Woodpeckers
at the Mt. Whitney Fish Hatchery near Big
Pine in the Owens Valley Feb. 7 (KG) is most
interesting. This locality is outside the species’
known range, but supports oak trees, and may
also support a small population of Acorn
Woodpeckers, considering the frequency of
reports from the area. A few resident Acorn
Woodpeckers near Honey L. (Condor 62:297,
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and another was in Newport Mar. S (D&BH).
A Black-chinned Sparrow at Camarillo, Ven-
tura Co., Feb. 25 (REW) was one of the very
few found in California in winter. The only
Harris’ Sparrows reported this winter were
one in Kelso Dec. 12 (SC) and another in
Goleta Dec. 25 - Feb. 2 (PL). White-throated
Sparrows were also scarce with but six
reported. Six Swamp Sparrows were found
along the coast, with up to three in Fillmore
all winter (REW), one at L. Sherwood Jan. 13
(REW) one in Malibu Dec. 3 - Jan. 14 (JD) and
the other at L. Hodges Mar. 3-10 (GMcC); in
addition one was in the mountains at L. Hen-
shaw Feb. 20 (RH). Two or three McCown’s
Longspurs were around S.E.S.S., Dec. 28 -
Feb. 18 JD,REW) where small numbers occa-
sionally winter, but five at Harper’s Dry Lake
near Barstow Dec. 26 (EAC) were the first to
be recorded from that area. The only Lapland
Longspurs reported were two on the Carrizo
Plain all winter (EMcM) and one was at
S.E.S.S., Feb. 18 (REW). Remarkable was a
Snow Bunting in Kelso Valley near Mojave
Dec. 23-27 (KA) since there are only two pre-
vious records of this species in s. California;
this establishes the southernmost occurrence
in California.

ADDENDUM and CORRIGENDUM — A
Prairie Warbler, exceptionally rare inland,
was in Rialto, San Bernardino Co., Oct. S,
1978 (SC). The Lawrence's Goldfinches (AB
32:1210, 1978) nested near Blythe, not Bard.
To avoid unnecessary duplication, all birds
seen and reported only on Christmas Bird
Counts have been omitted. This should not
detract from the validity of those records, but
is meant to conserve space for records other
than those on Christmas Bird Counts.
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Elizabeth Copper, Fay Dalton, Joan DeBus,
Ron Dow, Jon Dunn (coordinator for Los
Angeles County), Claude G. Edwards. A.
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A plus (+) following a date indicates that the
bird or birds were present from that date to

Volume 33, Number 3

the end of the period. — GUY McCASKIE,
San Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa
Park, P.0. Box 1390, San Diego, California
92112,

317



