


Apr. 25-26 (tDoris Miller), to provide what
appears to be the first reliable state record.
The locality (near Truth or Consequences) is
surprisingly far from Guadalupe Canyon, the
point in New Mexico where the species is most
to be expected. Lucifers are still quite irreg-
ular in Arizona; a probable female was seen at
Sabino Canyon. above Tucson, May 6 (SS): at
Portal, one of the species” more usual locales,
a male was present Apr. 2 and then Apr. 27
through the first week of May. Anna's Hum-
mingbird is quite unexpected in New Mexico
in spring; a male was noted at Mogollon May
27(B&DM).

Normally we see spring migrant Rufous
Hummingbirds only in s.w. Arizona, but there
were sightings of one or more ad. males at
Portal in Mid-March and May 1-4(SSp er ul.).
North of normal limits, a d Rivoli’'s Hum-
mingbird visited a Flagstaff feeder Apr. 25-26
(fide JC). A & White-eared Hummingbird
turned up remarkably early at Ramsey Can-
yon on Mar. 9, and disappeared by around
May 15 (R&CH et ul.); farther e. at Portal. a
female was seen Apr. 8 (also quite early) and a
male was present May 26-31(SSp er al.).

Broad-billed Hummingbirds were found
outside their usual Arizona range at Quitoba-
quito Mar. 24 (RMcK) and at Portal from
Apr. S through most of May (SSp). In New
Mexico the species occurs regularly only in
Guadalupe Canyon; the fourth “‘extralimital”
record was provided by a male at Rattlesnake
Springs May 13 (tSW).

A Coppery-tailed Trogon was heard and
glimpsed June 6 in the Animas Mts., s.w. New
Mexico (S. Dobrott), perhaps lending cre-
dence to an as yet undocumented report from
the nearby Big Hatchet Mts., Apr. 26 (D. Han-
sen et al ).

BECARDS THROUGH SWALLOWS —
In Sycamore Canyon, Ariz.. where the Rose-
throated Becard was first found nesting last
year, one nest-building pair and another
single bird were found May 19 (DSz.BR.GBk).
Another surprising locality for the species was
Madera Canyon. where a pair was seen May
18 but not subsequently (m.ob.).

A Thick-billed Kingbird in Sycamore Can-
yon May 19 (DSz) was also notable, since the
species is rare and irregular in the Atascosas
region. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher s. of Poston
May 22 (WHJFD,VH) provided Arizona's only
report this spring. The Buff-breasted Fly-
catcher population in the Huachuca Mts., was
reportedly doing very well (GB).

S.A.

A Least Flycatcher was studied near
Springerville May 26 (tKK.GR.EC); Ari-
zona has few reliable records. A couple of
other less definite reports were received.
We shouid point out that it is not enough
simply to say that a purported Least was
singing, because some other Empidonaces
can make sounds approximating ‘‘che-
beck." Details of structure. plumage. and
behavior continue to be important, and of
course thorough familiarity with all west-
ern Empidonax species is an essential
prerequisite.

A first state record, and perhaps the most
remarkable bird of the season, was a Cave
Swallow found associating with Cliff Swallows
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on the University of Arizona campus in Tuc-
son May 11 (DSz). Remaining at least through
June 7. it was seen by many and photographed
for confirmation (Doug Cook). Details will be
published elsewhere.

JAYS THROUGH THRASHERS — Scrub
Jays from the winter's lowland invasion lin-
gered into late April at Alameda, N. Mex. (JP).
and in the L.C.V., where the last records were
Apr. 18 at B. W. Delta and Apr. 19 at Cibola
N.W.R. {fide SG); singles in s.e. New Mexico
were noted in March at Hobbs (HS) and Apr.
18 at Otis (SW). Six Steller's Jays from the
same incursion were seen near Roosevelt L.,
Ariz., Apr. 25 (KVR), and five near Cliff on
the exceptionally late date of May 26 (RAF).

After nearly a decade on New Mexico's
hypothetical list (first reported in December
1970), the Short-billed Marsh Wren was con-
firmed as occurring in the state on the basis of
photographs obtained Apr. 22 at Bitter Lake
N.W.R. (DH); this is the locality where the
species has been reported as wintering repeatedly.

A Gray Catbird at Pipe Springs May 31
(KK) was well to the n. and w. of any known
Arizona breeding locality. Single Brown
Thrashers, rare stragglers to Arizona, were at
Nogales in late March (RN), at Patagonia
Mar. 31 JH.RTS,RB). at Tucson Apr. 9 (L.
Jones). at Tubac Apr. 28 (fide GG) and
Phoenix May 1| (GR).

THRUSHES THROUGH VIREOS — Last
winter produced no Varied Thrush invasion
here, so we were surprised by reports of an
individual near Portal May 14 (+D. Charles, F.
& D. Gillette). A Wood Thrush at Hobbs May
6 (tHS) produced apparently the fifth record
for New Mexico.

Two Sprague’s Pipits at L. McMillan, s.e.
New Mexico, May 5 (TRW,SW) were rather
late. The last of the winter’s Bohemian Wax-
wings at Farmington were seen Mar. 3, except
for a remarkably late individual there May 9
(APN). Phainopeplas are very rare and irreg-
ular in s.e. New Mexico, so one at Hobbs Mar.
2-3(HS) was notable.

A White-eyed Vireo was well-described from
Rattlesnake Springs May 4 (tRW) for a fifth
New Mexico record. Single Yellow-throated
Vireos near Kayenta May 30 (tKK,GR.JW)
and near Portal June 13 (tB. & M. Schaugency)
provided about the 10th and 11th records for
Arizona. A Gray Vireo was banded on the early
date of Mar. 28 (PW) at Tucson, whence there
are few records of migrants.

WARBLERS — As more observers join the
search for vagrant warblers, the numbers and
variety recorded each season are steadily
increasing. For example, in Arizona this
spring we heard of about five Tennessee
Warblers and roughly ten each of N. Parula
and Am. Redstart: the latter two are becom-
ing so regular that some observers no longer
bother to report them (we would still like to
hear about them, however).

Several species of uncommon interest were
recorded. Single Worm-eating Warblers at
Hobbs Apr. 18 & May 20 (HS) provided 7th
and 8th sightings for New Mexico; the species
is still undocumented in the state. A Magnolia
Warbler at Tucson May 20 (DSz,SP.GG) was
about Arizona's 11th. A @ Hermit Warbler
reported at Rattlesnake Springs Apr. 25
(TRW) was exceptionally far e. for a spring

migrant; the species is generally a rare fall
migrant in s.w. New Mexico. Single Chestnut-
sided Warblers s. of Grants. N. Mex., May 13
(KS) and at Round Rock, Ariz., June 1 (DSz)
were far w. for spring strays. Notable were a @
Bay-breasted Warbler at Rattlesnake Springs
May 16 (KJZ) and a & Blackpoll Warbler at
Santa Fe May 28 (K. Giezentanner); a Palm
Warbler at Nogales Apr. 27 (tDG.CC) was
about the 12th for Arizona. A Hooded War-
bler in Sabino Canyon near Tucson May 23-26
(B. Yelke et ul.) fit the established pattern for
this species, but one at Littlefield, n.w.
Arizona, May 18 (M. Riffey. fide SH) was most
unusual.

A few warbler species remain exceptionally
rare despite the increased coverage, and this
spring produced three such birds. A singing &
Cerulean Warbler was present May 18-20 in
Madera Canyon ($CC er al.); photos (GM)
made this the first documented Arizona rec-
ord, although there had been one previous
sighting. A Yellow-throated Warbler was
found on the Verde R., n.e. of Phoenix Apr. 14
(KVR) for about the fourth Arizona record.
And at Rattlesnake Springs. a Canada War-
bler was well-described May 25 (1RW), for
New Mexico's third record.

ICTERIDS. TANAGERS — An E.
Meadowlark, associating with a group of
Westerns, was found Mar. 17, n. of Ehrenberg
(RD; * to A.S.U.). This was the first record for
the L.C.V.. although we suspect that a few,
overlooked among the numerous Westerns,
must winter there regularly; the E. Meadow-
lark remains unrecorded on the California
side of the river. An ad. & Orchard Oriole
near Yuma May 20 (ST) was the only one
reported in Arizona this season.

Both grackle species in the Region continue
to expand their ranges. At Santa Fe, where a
small colony of Com. Grackles is present, the
first nest was confirmed in May (JPH). Com-
mons are still scarce in some peripheral areas
in New Mexico, so one at Rattlesnake Springs
during the period (RW) and six at Farmington
May 13-15 (H.H. Lesperance, fide APN) were
notable; amazingly, Arizona still lacks a rec-
ord of the species. At Springerville, n. Ari-
zona, where individual Great-tailed Grackles
have been recorded only since 1976, at least
one pair was present this spring; one bird
turned up May 19 at Fredonia, extreme n.w.
Arizona (B. Lunceford). At Flagstaff, where
the species was rare as little as five years ago,
it is now seen commonly (JC).

A J Scarlet Tanager at Santa Fe May 12 (C.
Thomas) was the first to be recorded locally
but New Mexico’s 11th May record.

FRINGILLIDS — After being almost unre-
corded in the Region during the winter,
Lawrence’s Goldfinches turned up in the
L.C.V., in early April. A pair in the B. W.
Delta was observed building a nest Apr. 18
(JDB,AL), and the birds were feeding three
young by May 12; very few definite nestings
have been recorded in Arizona or the L.C.V.
the Verde R., in ¢. Arizona (where the spe-
cies attempted breeding in 1978, 1977, and
perhaps in previous years), two or three pairs
were present at least into June, but no nest was
found (GR,KVR.ST).

The Golden-crowned Sparrow at Santa Fe
(about New Mexico’s 12th) mentioned pre-
viously lingered until Apr. 29 (JPH), while two
more were discovered at Corrales, near Albu-
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querque, Mar. 9-13 (JND et al.). Chestnut-
collared Longspurs, formerly considered very
rare in the L.C.V., were noted there again this
spring: about 15 (in breeding plumage, some
singing) were near Poston Mar. 16 (SG,
BMW), with five seen in the vicinity as late as
Apr. 1. A single Lapland Longspur heard and
seen flying over at Laguna Dam Mar. 4 (ST)
provided the only definite record of the 1978-79
winter season.

CONTRIBUTORS — (Area compilers in
boldface) — Gary Baker (GBk), Russell P.
Balda, John D. Bean, George Beringer
(Huachuca Mts.), Rick Bowers, Robert Brad-
ley (RBr), Tim Brush, Bonnie Burch, Steve
Cardiff (SCa), Clarence Clark, Sue Clark,
Elaine Cook, John Coons (Flagstaff), M. & M.
Crutcher, Doug Danforth, William Davis,
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Salome R. Demaree, John Disano, Jeff F.
Drake, Robert Dummer, John N. Durrie,
Ralph A. Fisher, Agnes & Harold Gaither,
Don Garver, Sharon Goldwasser (L.C.V.),
Grace Gregg, W. W. H. Gunn, Murray Han-
sen, Bill Harrison (Nogales), Steve Hedges,
Rick & Connie Hewitt, Randy Hill, Vallerie
Hink, Steve Hoffman, John Hoover, William
Howe, Mary Hunnicutt, Chuck Hunter, Robin
Hunter, Dustin Huntington, Betty Jackson,
Betty Jones, Chuck Kangas, Andy Laurenzi,
Diane Laush, Helen Longstreth, Robert
McKernan, Barbara & Dan McKnight,
Chuck McMoran, Neal Middlebrook, Scott
Mills, Gale Monson (consultant on Arizona
records), Robert Morse, Alan P. Nelson, Phil
Norton, Robert Norton, Susan Parker, Carroll
& Joan Peabody, Joanne Phillips, D. Randall
Pinkston, Gwen & Dick Robinson, Bill Roe,

Gary Rosenberg, Ken V. Rosenberg, Steve
Sabo, Bert & Millie Schaughency, Hart
Schwarz, Robert T. Smith, Sally Spofford
(SSp, Portal), Walter Spofford, Ken Stinnett,
Douglas Stotz (DSz, Tucson), Scott Terrill,
Ross L. Teuber, Dick Todd, Carl S. Tomoff
(Prescott), Dick & Gloria Wachtler, Phil Wal-
ters, Steve West, Bret M. Whitney, Rick Wilt,
Robert A. Witzeman, James R. Wolf, Barry R.
Zimmer, Kevin J. Zimmer, Dale A. Zimmer-
man. Abbreviations: t, written details on file
with New Mexico Ornithological Society or
with Arizona Bird Committee; * specimen;
B.W. Delta, Bill Williams Delta; L.C.V.,
Lower Colorado Valley; m.ob., many observ-
ers. — JANET WITZEMAN, 4619 E. Arcadia
Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85018; JOHN P. HUB-
BARD, 2016 Valle Rio, Santa Fe, NM 87501;
KENN KAUFMAN, Tucson, AZ.
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