SOUTHWEST REGION
/Janet Witzeman, John P. Hubbard
and Kenn Kaufman

In autumn, following the breeding season,
bird populations are at their highest point of
the year; and so many young birds.
malfunc-tioning navigators, are likely to
stray  oft-course that the observer may
reasonably hope to see rarities on every trip
afield. But the same tactors which make the
season so excit-ing also render it difticult to
predict. detect, analyze or extrapolate
patterns of occurrence. This is one reason why
the gradually increas-ing field coverage in
the Southwest has con-tinued to yield
surprises every autumn.

Birding coverage was particularly good in
New Mexico this autumn. with many of the
more  productive spots checked repeatedly
during the season. Arizona also received
extensive and widespread coverage, to a
degree unheard of here just a few years ago.
Many rarities were found: but the geographic
pattern of the discoveries was quite uneven.

Inspired by the autumn 1978 discoveries in
northeastern Arizona. Alan Nelson visited
oasis situations in adjacent northwestern New
Mexico. but his efforts met with mixed success
and few vagrants. Arizona observers who
jour-neyed to their “northeastern oases’ this
year were similarly jolted by the lack of
eastern strays. But by contrast in
south-central Ari-zona it was perhaps the
best season ever for eastern warblers. and
parts of New Mexico were also remarkably
productive, The uneven productivity of
difference areas suggests that (even though
eastern vagrants are bound to appear in the
West annually, regardless of any external
influences) some tactor such as local weather
patterns must play a part in concen-trating the
vagrants in certain localities.

LOONS THROUGH IBISES — A
remark-ably early Com. Loon in tull breeding
plumage was on Ashurst L., near Flagstaff
Sept. 14 JC.DRP). Arctic Loons. rare away
from the L.C.V.. were seen at Upper L. Mary
near Flag-staff (one, Nov, 12-17 — 1CH et
al.) and at Painted Rock Dam (two. Nov. 20+
— RBret
al.).

Occurrence of the Cattle Egret in this
Region is still erratic and patchy. Moderate
numbers were present September - November
in the Carlsbad and Socorro area of New Mex-
ico, while in sw. Arizona a notable
concentra-tion of 250 was reported from the
Dome Val-ley Sept. 21-23 (SG er al.). A few
were noted in s.e. Arizona (DD), where
tormerly rare; new localities for the species
were Chama., N. Mex .. where one was
captured Nov. 27 (L. Gallegos, ph.. JPH). and
Mammoth, Ariz., where up to 25 were present

Oct, 20-27 (KVR et al.). Four
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Aug. 26 (GR et al.), for one of Arizona’s few
records.

At the outposts of the Com. Grackle’s
expanding range, at least ten, including imma-
tures, were seen at Farmington Aug. 15-16,
after several possible females were present
during June-July (APN); one in Socorro Oct.
29 (ME) was somewhat s. of usual limits in the
Rio Grande Valley. A Scarlet Tanager was
discovered in suburban Phoenix Nov. 27-28
(ph., KVR et al.), for aboutthe ninth Arizona
record.

FRINGILLIDS — The distribution of the
Brown-capped Rosy-Finch in the Sangre de
Cristo Mts., N. Mex., is only sketchily known.
In the period Aug. 3-10, the species was found
on Latir, Wheeler, Jacarilla, and Pecos Baldy
(Clait Braun). An individual of the easily-
overlooked Grasshopper Sparrow was noted at
Burnham, N. Mex., Sept. 29 (APN). In Ari-
zona, one at Phoenix Nov. 8 (GRKK) provided
the first documented record for that well-
worked area, and one near the Bill Williams
Delta Nov. 25 (KVR) was one of the few ever
noted in the L.C.V. Two McCown'’s Longspurs
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were photographed near Encino, N. Mex,,
Oct. 13 (D&SH), providing a first local record
for a species whose status in the Region is still
poorly understood. A Chestnut-collared Long-
spur near Burnham Oct. 14 (tAPN) was evi-
dently the first ever recorded in extreme n.w.
New Mexico.

CONTRIBUTORS (area compilers in bold-
face) — Bert Anderson, Judy Andrews,
Miriam Axelrod, Don W. Bailey, Andy Baker,
Pat Basham, Jon Bealer, Craig Benkman,
George Beringer, Ed Bessler, Robert Bradley
(RBr), Bryan Brown, Tim Brush, Scott Burge,
Elaine Cook, John Coons (Flagstaff), M. & M.
Crutcher, Doug Danforth (Huachuca Mts.),
William Davis, Linda Delaney, Salome R.
Demaree, Jeff F. Drake, Robert Dummer,
Miles Earney, John Egbert, Erik Ferry, Ralph
A. Fisher, Sharon Goldwasser (Lower Col-
orado Valley), Grace Gregg, Robert S. Hall,
Bill Harrison (Nogales), Rick & Connie
Hewitt, Alton E. Higgins, Valerie Hink,
William Howe (WHo), Chuck Hunter, Dustin
& Sue Huntington, Betty Jackson (BJa), Betty

Jones, Chuck Kangas, Mike Lange, Andy
Laurenzi, Diane Laush, W. Burton Lewis,
Helen Longstreth, Arch McCallum (AMc),
Paul McKneely, Chuck McMoran, G. Scott
Mills, Gale Monson (consultant on Arizona
records), A. Morehouse, Robert Morse, Alan
P. Nelson, Robert Norton, Susan Parker, D.
Randall Pinkston, William Principe, Paul
Ramsower, Judy Reynolds, Gwen Robinson
(GRb), Bill Roe, Gary Rosenberg, Kenneth V.
Rosenberg, Allan Schmierer, Hart Schwarz,
Sally Spofford (SSp, Portal), Walter Spofford,
David Stejskal (DSj), Douglas Stetz (DSz,
Tucson), Scott Terrill, Ross L. Teuber, Dick
Todd, Jolan Truan, Steve West, Rick Wilt
(RW1), Robert A. Witzeman. Abbreviations:
1, written details on file with New Mexico Orni-
thological Society or with Arizona Bird Com-
mittee; ph., photo; *, specimen; U.N.M.,
University of New Mexico; L.C.R., Lower Col-
orado River; L.C.V., Lower Colorado Valley;
m.ob., many observers. — JANET WITZE-
MAN, 4619 E. Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, AZ
85018; JOHN P. HUBBARD, 2016 Valle Rio,
Santa Fe, NM 87501; KENN KAUFMAN,
Tucson, AZ.

American Birds, March 1980



