


(Robert Blumenthal) giving hope of nesting at
that location.

Thousands of White-winged Scoters were
seen streaming past Bodega Head daily Oct.
31 - Nov. 8 {BJM). One at Grant Res., Mono
Co.. Nov. 15-19 (DAG) was the only report
from inland. Surf Scoters were found inland at
Grant Res., Oct. 11 (DAG), Tule Lake
N.W.R.. Oct. 18 (BED), and Chico Oxidation
Ponds Oct. 27 {(KVV) and Nov. 2 JS). Four @
Red-breasted Mergansers were at L. Shastina
Nov. 8-9 (RE.MR) and two were still there
Nov. 13(BED) for the only inland sighting.

RAPTORS THROUGH RAILS — The
first Regional California Condor in two vears
was an adult at Porterville, Tulare Co.. Sept.
14 (MEM). Encouraging numbers of White-
tailed Kites were reported with 25 near Pt.
Reyes Station Sept. 12 (Sue Peaslee). up to 40
at a roost in Livermore. Alameda Co.. Oct. 13
(AE) and 32 n. of Davis, Yolo Co., Nov. 20
(DS.CH). Three days of hawkwatching at Pt.
Diablo, Marin Co. (RS.SFB) showed Sharp-
shinned Hawks constituted 57% of Accipiters
passing instead of the normal 66% {(Bintord
1979 West. Birds 10:1). The feeling among
several observers was that Cooper’s Hawks
were up in numbers rather than Sharpies being
down.

Large numbers of raptors lingered on outer
Pt. Reyes owing to the continued microtus
outbreak. Peak numbers of Red-tailed Hawks
were 64 Oct. 10 (RSYand 57 Nov. 11 JE). The
only Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawk was one near
Cottonwood, Shasta Co., Nov. 21 (SAL.DS).
Broad-winged Hawks were reported from Pt.
Diablo in good numbers with 19 seen Sept. 20 -
Oct. 6 (m.ob.). Two additional birds were seen
on Pt. Reyes Oct. 18 & 28 JM.DDeS). Swain-
son’s Hawks made news with “old time™ num-
bers, with 30-50 near Galt, Sacramento Co.,
Sept. 19 (AMC) and 260 in a flock near River-
dale, 20 mi s. of Fresno Oct. 15-16 (RH).
Although normally very rare on the coast
singles reported were: Ferndale Sept. 17-30
(RLeV). Pt. Diablo Sept. 23 (RS), Cape Men-
docino Sept. 29 (BC). Monterey Sept. 30
(LCB) and Pt. Reyes Oct. 10 (RS). A well-
described late Swainson’s was at Empire
Tract, San Joaquin Co.. Nov. 20 (tDED.

Rough-legged Hawks were seen in average
numbers. Ferruginous Hawks were reported
in record numbers with 45 seen Sept. 15 - Nov.
30+ which almost doubles the previous high.
Nine on outer Pt. Reyes Oct. 31 (RS.JE) were
remarkable. and Marsh Hawks were noted
there in unusual concentrations with 16 on
Oct. 10 (RS) and at n. Livermore with 50 in
October and November (AE). Many more than
usual Prairie Falcons were on the outer coast.
The first was at Abbott’s Lagoon Aug. 21 JE)
and four were on outer Pt. Reyes by the end of
September (RS). Seven additional birds were
reported from coastal areas away from the
point. Peregrine Falcons appeared in normal
numbers and Merlins were again reported as
high, equaling 1978's figures.

Twenty Sage Grouse walking around the
ghost town of Bodie, Mono Co., Aug. 18 M)
produced an unusual sight. Observers noted
unusually high concentrations of California
Quail from Great Basin, mountain, valley and
coastal locations, indicating an excellent
nesting season. Clapper Rail numbers were
still on the increase in the Alameda s. shore
area with ten there Nov. 3 (fide ERo). One was
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reported from Moss Landing Oct. 27-28 (BSa.
RS). A Black Rail. rarely seen in the Region,
was tlushed from the sa/icorniu on Limantour
Nov. 27 JE). Six Com. Gallinules were found
at coastal locations in late October and
November which was more than normal. Nine
were at a pond near Anderson. Shasta Co..
Nov. 21 (SAL.DS) at the extreme n. edge of
their breeding range.

SHOREBIRDS — A Black Opystercatcher
at Alviso, s. S.F. Bay Nov. 11 (fide WBo) was
out of its normal range and habitat. Four
Semipalmated Plovers at L. Shastina Oct. 15
(RE) were late for an inland location. Single
out-of-range Snowy Plovers were reported at
Vallejo Aug. 15 and Sears Point Rd., Napa
Co. (KVV). A Mountain Plover was at Pajaro
Dunes. Santa Cruz Co.. Nov. 6 J&RW) and
up to 100 were found n. of Woodland. Yolo
Co.. Nov. 13-24 (AEn er al.). American Golden
Plovers were tound in very high numbers with
a minimum 75 reported from coastal loca-
tions. The only inland sighting was of two at
White Slough Sewage Ponds. San Joaquin
Co., Oet. 9(DEI).

Rare inland in fall. Whimbrels were found
as follows: one Mono L., Aug. 8 - Sept. 2 (Dan
Taylor, DE). 13 Lower Klamath N.-W.R.. Aug.
28 (SAL et ul.) and one Davis Oct. 21 (AEn).
Lesser Yellowlegs were tound in normal num-
bers, but 28 at Laguna L.. Sept. 7(DS) was of
interest as were late records of four at Lower
Klamath N.W.R.. Nov. 17 (RE.MR) and 22 at
Dumbarton Bridge Nov. 20 (SFB). Eight Sol-
itary Sandpipers were reported Aug. 27 - Sept.
16. Willets made a good showing inland with
15 at Grand I.. Sacramento Co.. Aug. 10
(DED. three at Clovis, Fresno Co.. Aug. 16
(Gary Potter) and one each at . Wilhur Flood
Area and Corcoran Sewer Ponds. Kings Co..
Oct. 6 {JR). Three Wandering Tattlers were at
the e. end of the Dumbarton Bridge Aug. 1-9
and one remained to Nov. 30 (SFB). Inland
single Ruddy Turnstones were at n. Evapora-
tor Ponds. Kings Co.. Sept. 16 (JR) and Cor-
coran Irrigation District Sept. 29 (R).
Twenty-one Black Turnstones at the e. end of
Dumbarton Bridge Aug. 22 (SFB) was an
unusually high number away from the outer
coast,

Late N. Phalaropes were found along the
coast, with four November sightings. the latest
being one at Moss Landing Nov. 24 (RSJE).
Red Phalaropes invaded the coastal estuaries
this fall starting in late September, with the
peak occurring Nov. 3-15. Many died and
those examined had severely depleted fat
reserves (DS). Some peak numbers were 280 at
Bodega Bay Nov. 9 JE). 400 at Fremont Salt
Ponds Nov. 14 (CSw). 500 at Pescadero Marsh
the same dayv (PM) and thousands on the San
Mateo coast Nov. 17 (JRi). The only inland
sighting was of three at Lava Lakes, Siski:
Co.. Nov. 18 (RE er al.). Twenty Short-billed
Dowitchers were found inland, with ten at
White Slough Sewage Plant Oct. 9 (DE)) being
the most notable. The only Red Knot inland
was a flock of nine at Tule Lake N.W.R., Sept.
28 (B&CY). A census along 59 mi of beach
trom Bodega Bay to Monterey Bay Sept. 20-28
tallied 5457 Sanderlings (BIM er al.). Inland
sightings included one at Indian Creek Res.,
Alpine Co.. Aug. 17 (JH). one at Stockton
Sewage Ponds Sept. 1 (DE) and two on the s.
stiore of Mono L., Sept. 2 (DE).

Twelve Semipalmated Sandpipers were

found in coastal locations Aug. 8 - Sept. 12
(m.ob.), the most notable being six at the
Arcata Oxidation Ponds Aug. 17-24 (RLeV).
Baird's Sandpipers were found in normal
numbers while Pectoral Sandpipers set all
time high records, with a minimum of 410
reported Aug. 4 - Nov. 15, Peak counts were
58 at the Woodland Sugar Ponds Oct. 6. 30
Arcata Bottoms Sept. 29 (both CH). and 25 at
Borax L.. Lake Co.. Sept. 19 UMa). Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers were at Moss Landing Oct.
27 - Nov. 5 (BSa. m.ob.), Mendosa Ranch,
P.R.N.S.. Oct. 31 (RSJE), two at Dumbarton
Narrows Nov. 5 (CSw), F.I.. Nov. 7 (P.R.B.O.)
and two at Bodega Bay Nov. 23 (KVV.IP). A
very early Duriin in breeding plumage was at
Sears Point Rd.. Aug. 15 (KVV .BDP). The only
Stilt Sandpipers were two at Black Butte Res..
Glenn Co.. Aug. 25 (JS). There arc few
regional inland records. Buff-brcasted Sand-
pipers were found for the fourth consecutive
fall with four at three sites near Arcata Aug.
25 - Sept. 12 (RLeV), two Bodega Bay Sept.
11-16 (DS, m.ob.) and one Hall Ranch.
P.R.N.S.. Sept. 22-23 (BDP). Single Rufts
were at Watsonville Sewage Ponds Sept. 8-17
(Steven Atkinson, m.ob.). Zmudowski S.P..
Sept. 25 - Oct. 11 (DRo,LCB) and Arcata Bot-
toms Sept. 21 - Oct. 8 John Brack, RLeV).

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS — Single
Long-tailed Jaegers were seen on pelagic trips
Aug. 26 (DHE) and Sept. 29 JLu). on Mon-
terey Bay and one oft Humboldt Bay Oct. 6
(RLeV). An unprecedented 10-12 were tound
20 mi s.w. of Pt. Pinos Sept. 17 (RS et al.).
Very unusual was one at Crowley L., Mono
Co.. Sept. 2 (Keith Axelson).

Two first-year Thayer's Gulls were at Oro-
ville Nov. 22 (SAL.DS). With the demise of the
Mono L., breeding colony of California Gulls
and the spraving of their eggs with oil in Utah.
it is not surprising that very few first-year
birds were seen this fall. Only 2% of 625 at
Martinez Dump, Contra Costa Co., and 5% of
6000 at Stockton Sept. 1 were immatures
(DE). A first year Mew Gull was at Oroville
Nov. 22 (SAL.DS). They are very rare inland
away trom the delta region. Five coastal
Franklin's Gulls were found Sept. 3 - Nov. 3
(m.ob.). A mass S migration of hundreds of
Heermann's Gulls was noted along the Bodega
coast Nov. 1 (BIM). Two different Sabine's
Gulls were found inland at Mono L.. Sept. 15
& 27 respectively (DAG). Four late Forster's
Terns were at Tule Lake N.W.R., Oct. 27-28
(BED). Seven out-of-range Black Terns were
along the coast Aug. 4 - Oct. 15, and one was
at Clear L., Aug. 3(SAL.KC).

One Xantus' Murrelet was found 25 mi s.w.
of Pt. Pinos Sept. 17 (RS) and two were in
Monterey Bay Sept. 22 (L.A.A.S.). Two Craveri's
Murrelets were on Monterey Bay Aug. 26
(DHE). and Sept. 29 UM). The latter were with
two unidentified Endormychuras. Fifteen Crave-
ri's and ten unidentified were 25 mi s.w. of Pt.
Pinos Sept. 17 (RS). Hundreds of Ancient
Murrelets were found along the coast late
October - Nov. 30+ including 200+ along the
San Mateo coast Nov. 17 (JRD); indicative of a
massive movement. Many were found dead
including seven on Dillon Beach, Marin Co.,
Nov. 19 (DS). They may have been reacting to
the same stimuli that brought in the Red Phal-
aropes. An ad. Rhinoceros Auklet at Arch
Rock. Sonoma Co.. Aug. 4 (BDP.LCB) sug-
gested a possible nesting at that location.
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Male Hepatic Tanager, s.e. Farallon I.,
Calif., Nov. 11, 1979. Photo/Phil Henderson.

marin Oct. 15 (tDDeS et al.). An ad. d Sum-
mer Tanager frequented Lands End. S.F.,
Aug. 29- Sept. 28 (AH er al.).

FRINGILLIDS — Twelve Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were seen coastally Aug. 2 - Oct. 13
(m.ob.); this is above average for fall. Single
out-of-place Blue Grosbeaks were at F.IL.,
Aug. 22 and Sept. S. and more notably at the
Mad R.. Humboldt Co., Sept. 25 (RLeV).
Coastally six Indigo Buntings were observed
Aug. 16 - Oct. 31 (m.ob.) and a singing male
was near Hamilton City, Butte Co.. Aug. 10 &
16 (SAL); this is well above average for fall. A
Lazuli Bunting Sept. 13 at H.N.A. (BE) was
well above it's normal altitudinal range. An
ad. Q Painted Bunting in very worn plumage
was banded and photographed at F.I., Sept.
28 (tPH.tDS). This was only the second
regional record. A Dickcissel was at F.I., Aug.
29.

Evening Grosbeaks staged a minor invasion
into interior and coastal lowlands this fall
(m.ob.). Purple Finches were noted in good
numbers coastally, and a female in Lee Vin-
ing. Mono Co., Nov. 13 (DAG) provided one
of very few Great Basin records. Three Pine
Grosbeaks at Lassen Volcano N.P., Tehema
Co., Oct. 31 (SAL.KC) were n. of their expected
range. Pine Siskins were generally reported in
moderate numbers. American Goldfinches
were considered numerous with flocks of up to
20 in the Mono Basin during October and
November (DAG); this too may prove to be
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regular, but has not previously been doc-
umented. Single Lesser Goldfinches at
H.N.A.. Aug. 2 & Sept. 6 were at a very high
elevation (DDeS.BE). A Q@ Lawrence’s Gold-
finch feeding a juvenile Aug. 9 at Salmon Cr.,
Sonoma Co.(JP,KVV)was of interest and four
encounters of this species at Palomarin Sept.
26 - Oct. 26 was surprising as no other sight-
ings were reported in the area despite massive
coverage. Red Crossbills were seen in moder-
ate numbers coastally. Four Brown Towhees
were near Tule Lake N.W.R.. Sept. 14 (SS);
this species’ status e. of the Shasta Valley is
poorly known. Single Lark Buntings visited
F.I., Sept. 20 & 24-25 and the Pt. Reyes
Lighthouse Oct. 6 (RS). High elevation Savan-
nah Sparrows were one at Gardisky L., Mono
Co., at 10,500 ft. Aug. 10 (BE) and seven at
H.N.A., Sept. 14-27 (BE). A late Grasshopper
Sparrow was at F.I., Nov, 29. A Vesper Spar-
row Sept. 24 at H.N.A. (BE) was at a very high
elevation but a Lark Sparrow was more out of
place there Aug. 23 (DDeS). Three Black-
throated Sparrows were at F.I., Sept. 11- Nov.
22,

A Sage Sparrow was at the Pt. Reyes Light-
house Sept. 27-29 (RS et al.); sightings on the
immediate coast are very rare. Coastal Tree
Sparrows were seen at Nunes Ranch Oct. 20
(RS), at F.I., Nov. 8, and the “'Road Forks
Pool,” Pt. Reyes Nov. 15 (RS.JE). A late Chip-
ping Sparrow was at Auburn, Placer Co., Nov.
4 (MA). It was a banner fall for Clay-colored
Sparrows with 13 coastally Sept. 20 - Nov. 22
(m.ob.) in addition to 16 at F.L, Aug. 31 - Nov.
14. Five Brewer’s Sparrows were seen along
the coast Sept. S - Oct. 16 (m.ob.) and an
interesting migrant was at Castle Crags S.P.,
Siskiyou Co., Aug. 17 (DM). The only Harris’
Sparrow reported was at Nunes Ranch Oct. 5
(CH,DRu). Twenty-two White-throated Spar-
rows were reported Sept. 27 - Nov. 18 (m.ob.).
A Fox Sparrow at Land's End Sept. 4 (JRi)
was early as was a Lincoln’s Sparrow at Dog
I.. Aug. 29 (SAL.KC). Eight Swamp Sparrows
were recorded at four coastal sites Sept. 28 -
Nov. 14 (m.ob.) and one was at Honey L., Oct.
6 (KVV.SAL.KC). Single Song Sparrows Aug.
9, 23, and 27 at H.N.A., were well above their
usual haunts (DDeS.BE). Lapland Longspurs

occurred in moderate numbers on the coast
and in the Great Basin with peaks of 15 on Pt.
Reyes Oct. 28-31 UM,RS), 20 flying over Arcata
Oct. 11 (RLeV), and 40-50 at Honey L., Nov.
23 (SAL.DS.KC). However one at Mono L.,
Oct. 30 provided a first record for the Mono
Basin (DAG, Dean Taylor). Groups of two-six
Chestnut-collared Longspurs were at the Hall
Ranch, P.R.N.S., Oct. 14-31 (m.ob.); Salmon
Cr., Sonoma Co., Nov. 2-5 (BIM.BDP.JM);
and Mono L., Oct. 12-30 (DAG. Dean Taylor).
The only Snow Bunting reported was at F.I.,
Oct. 22 & 25.
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