SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST
REGION
/Guy McCaskie

This winter was wet and mild, with exten-
sive flooding along the coast. The heavy rains
appeared to have had no adverse effects on
birdlife, and certainly had a beneficial effect
on some species; with reservoirs filling and
wetlands flourishing, waterfowl and other
such species had no shortage of habitat.
Warm weather throughout the period made it
possible for many species not normally ex-
pected to winter in the United States, to sur-
vive through the period. This is well-illus-
trated by the presence of 14 species of fly-
catchers and 24 species of wood warblers (a
record number for both families), along with
large numbers of orioles and tanagers. Avian
visitors from northward were scarce, and few
montane species moved down to the coastal
lowlands. A movement of Marbled and An-
cient murrelets down the coast in December
highlighted the non-passerine birding, and
the presence of such rarities to California as
the Olivaceous Flycatcher and Grace’s War-
bler added spice to an already exciting array
of landbirds.

GREBES — A Red-necked Grebe, rare in
s. California, was in Ventura Jan. 20 - Mar. 6
(REW), another was at Santa Monica Dec.
21-23 (AHo) and a third was in Redondo
Beach Jan. 1-4 (H&NS).

SHEARWATERS — A few N. Fulmars
were present offshore as indicated by 20 off
Morro Bay Jan. 6 (BB), two around Ventura
Dec. 17 - Jan. 6 (REW), one at Huntington
Beach Dec. 5 (R&MW) and up to nine a day
off La Jolla during December (DPo). Two
Short-tailed Shearwaters off Morro Bay Jan.
26 (H&NS), one at Pt. Mugu Jan. 5 (REW)
and another captured on Pt. Loma Feb. 26
(SD,*S.D.N.H.M.) were the only ones re-
ported this winter. Manx Shearwaters were
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common off the s.
portion of the Region
during December and
January, with 7000 of f
Laguna Beach,
Orange Co., Dec.
23-25 (JAJ) and 1500
off Pt. Mugu Jan. §
(REW) being the larg-
est concentrations,
and 200 off Morro
Bay Jan. 6 (BB) being
relatively far n.

PELICANS, FRI-
GATEBIRDS — A
Brown Pelican near
Lakeview, Riverside
Co., Dec. 27 (DMM)
was inland, and had
probably arrived in
that area during the
fall. A Q@ Magnificent
Frigatebird at Redon-
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do Beach Jan. 4 (H&NS, ph S.D.N.H.M. )
was unexpected, there being fewer than six
winter records of this species in California.

HERONS, STORKS — An imm. Little
Blue Heron, a rare visitor to California, was

Easy and hard flight. An ad. Q Maganificent
Frigatebird soaring over King Harbour,
Redondo Beach, Jan. 4, 1980. Photo/ Hal
Spear.

in Goleta, Santa Barbara Co., Feb. 8 (EG),
another was at McGrath Stale Beach, Ven-
tura Co., Jan. 1-29 (JM) and a third was near
Imperial Beach, San Diego Co., Dec. 14
(EC). Cattle Egrets continue to increase, with
small flocks present along the entire coast

An ad. Q@ Magnificent Frigatebird perched
atop a sailboat mast, King Harbour, Redon-
do Beach, Jan. 4, 1980. Photo/Hal Spear.
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at a feeder in Goleta Dec. 8 - Feb. 29+ (PL).
A Bendire’s Thrasher in San Pedro Dec. 24-
27 (HF) gave us another coastal record of this
species. A Curve-billed Thrasher, a casual
straggler to s.e. California, was at S.E.S.S.,
Dec. 20 - Feb. 4 (GMcC). A Sage Thrasher in
San Luis Obispo Feb. 14 (FRT), one in Santa
Barbara Feb. 17 (DE) and a third in Arcadia
Jan. 27 (CH) were all in the coastal lowlands
where now considered quite rare. Only three
Varied Thrushes were reported, indicating
that very few reached s. California this
winter. A Swainson’s Thrush in Coronado
Dec. 15-16 (GMcC) was the latest ever re-
corded in California, but it was missing one
foot and had a damaged wing indicating that
it many not have been capable of long-dis-
tance flight.

KINGLETS, WAXWINGS, VIREOS —
Ten Golden-crowned Kinglets on Mt. Palo-
mar all winter (RH) and five on Cuyamaca
Mt., Dec. 31 (CGE) were quite far s. consid-
ering how scarce the species was along the
coast. A Bohemian Waxwing in Long Beach
Jan. 14 (JA) had wandered s. More than the
average number of Solitary Vireos was found
this winter with one in Goleta Jan. 24 - Feb.
14 (REW), a gray bird of the plumbeus race
in Ventura Jan. 25 (REW), another of the
same race near Encino Feb. 28 (KC), one in
Riverside Dec. 20 (DW), another in Vista
Dec. 19 (MT), a gray bird near Escondido
Dec. 29 - Jan. 5 (KW), single birds at widely
separated localities in San Diego Jan. 17
(DPa) and Feb. 24-26 (CGE) and a ninth in
National City Dec. 16 - Feb. 3 (EC) along
with about ten reported on CBCs. A War-
bling Vireo in San Diego Nov. 28 - Dec. 14
(PU) and two in San Luis Obispo Jan. 5-6
(FRT) could all have been very late fall mi-
grants since they could not be relocated later
in the winter.

WOOD WARBLERS — A Black-and-
white Warbler in Santa Barbara Dec. 25 -Jan.
12 (REW) and another in Carpinteria Jan. 20
- Feb. 29+ (PL) were the only ones found
this winter. As now appears normal, a few
Tennessee Warblers remained to winter along
the coast with one in Goleta Feb. 14 (PL),
another in Carpinteria Feb. 17 - Feb. 29+
(KVYV), one in Ventura Jan. 19 - Mar. 4 (JM)
with additional birds present there Jan. 23
(REW) and Feb. 1 (REW). Some 25 Nashville
Warblers scattered along the coast were more
than expected. Most unusual was a Virginia’'s
Warbler in San Luis Obispo Jan. 5-6 (FRT),
another in Fillmore Jan. 15 - Feb. 6 (REW)
and a third near Imperial Beach Feb. 17 (JO)
since very few have ever been found in
California during the winter months. Re-
markable were four Lucy’s Warblers with
one in Ventura Dec. 22 - Jan. 22 (LB), an-
other in San Pedro throughout the period
(MH), one in Coronado Dec. 15-20 (REW)
and the fourth near Imperial Beach Dec.
15-25 (GMcC) since winter records are vir-
tually nonexistent. A N. Parula in Niland
near S.E.S.S., Dec. 20 - Jan. 16 (DLD) gave
us another winter record for this vagrant to
California.

At least 23 Yellow Warblers were found
along the coast with one near Santa Maria
Jan. 5 (PL) being the farthest n. Unexpected
was a Cape May Warbler in Goleta Dec. 29
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-Feb. 29+ (MP) and another on Pt. Loma
Nov. 10 - Jan. 6 (JO), there being only one
previous winter record for the Region. Black-
throated Gray Warblers were more numerous
than usual with 30 + reported during the sea-
son. A @ Black-throated Green Warbler near
Imperial Beach Jan. 26 (DPa) is believed to
be the same individual present here a year ago
(AB 33:316,1979). The only Hermit Warblers
reported were three around Santa Barbara all
winter (PL) and one near Ventura Feb. 21
(REW). Remarkable was a Grace’s Warbler
in Santa Barbara Jan. 6 - Feb. 29+ (LB,ph.
S.D.N.H.M.) and another in nearby Car-
pinteria Feb. 24 - 29 + (PL) for there are only
4 previous records for the coast of California
(all fall), and there may be no documented
winter record for anywhere n. of Mexico. A
Chestnut-sided Warbler at S.E.S.S., Dec. 20 -
Feb. 28 (KG) was the first to have remained
through the winter in California, although
there are four late December sightings. A
Prairie Warbler, a rare fall vagrant to
California, was near L. Cachuma Dec. 2-§
(PH) and another was in Coronado Dec. 15 -
Jan. 6 (REW,*S.D.N.H.M.). About 20 Palm
Warblers were reported from along the coast,
but most were during December and early
January, with one in Carpinteria Feb. 24
(PL), one in Oxnard Jan. 21 - Feb. 2 (DLD),
two at Pt. Mugu Jan. 26 - Feb. 1 (REW), one
in Oceanside Feb. 10 (JD) and two near Im-
perial Beach through March (PU) being the
only ones found later. A warbler at McGrath
State Beach Jan. 5 (KC) and another near Im-
perial Beach Jan. 6 (EC) were both brightly-
colored Yeliow Palm Warblers (Dendroica
palmarum hypochrysea), an accidental strag-
gler to California.

A N. Waterthrush near Imperial Beach
Jan. 26 - Feb. 29 + (DPa) and another nearby
through March (DPa) were the only two
found wintering. A o MacGillivray’s
Warbler, very rare in winter, was in Goleta
Dec. 28 - Feb. 29+ (REW). As usual a few
Wilson’s Warblers remained to winter along
the coast with 30+ reported. Three or four
Am. Redstarts around S.E.S.S., all winter
(GMcC) along with one near Vidal on the
Colorado R., Jan. 12 (DPa) were in areas of
normal occurrence in winter, but one in
Goleta Jan. 23 (PL) was on the coast where
rare at this time of the year. A Painted
Redstart, an exciting bird to find in Califor-
nia, was in San Diego Dec. 2-16 (GMcC).

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, TANAGERS
— A O Tricolored Blackbird near Calexico
Mar. 3 (EC) was only the second to be found
in the Imperial Valley. A @ Orchard Oriole
was in Santa Barbara Jan. 27 (BS), a male
was in Carpinteria Jan. 20 - Feb. 27 (PL), an-
other male was in Ventura Jan. 21 (REW),
one more male was at a feeder in Santa Mon-
ica Jan. 23-25 (JD) giving us four during the
winter period. Hooded Orioles are scarce in
winter, one in Santa Barbara Feb. 27 (PL)
and two more in Carpinteria Feb. 11 - Feb.
29 + (NC) being the only true wintering birds
reported, four found in December being con-
sidered late fall stragglers. Four Scott’s
Orioles seen around San Diego in early De-
cember were of interest, being along the
coast, but were probably late fall stragglers
rather than wintering individuals. Nine N.
(Baltimore) Orioles were found along the

coast along with 100+ N. (Bullock’s)
Orioles; introduced flowering eucalyptus sup-
port small flocks of these birds every winter.
A Rusty Blackbird was in Goleta Jan. 4 (EG),
another was in Carpinteria Jan. 13 - Feb. 17
(PL), a third was at Pt. Mugu Jan. 29 - Feb.
15 (LB) with another there Feb. 17 (REW);
this species was formerly regarded as a casual
fall straggler to the coast of s. California, but
is now being found here each winter.

Western Tanagers were more numerous
than usual with 35+ reported along the
coast; like N. Orioles, these birds frequent
flowering eucalyptus at this time of the year.
A o Hepatic Tanager in Oceanside Feb. 9-24
(EC) was undoubtedly the same bird present
here last winter. A Summer Tanager was in
Santa Barbara Jan. 6 (LRB), one was near
QOceanside Jan. 23 (MT), another remained in
San Diego Dec. 7 - Feb. 21 (CGE), one was
on Pt. Loma Feb. 8-11 (CGE) and one more
was seen in Coronado Dec. 20 (EC) giving us
five for the season.

FINCHES, SPARROWS, LONGSPURS
— Five Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were re-
ported with one at a feeder in Los Osos, San
Luis Obispo Co., all winter (FRT), one in Del
Mar Feb. 8-21 was joined by a second on Feb.
14 (BCM), another was in San Diego Dec. 2
(PU) and an ad. male was in National City
Nov. 24 - Dec. 21 (EC). Black-headed Gros-
beaks are normally scarcer than Rose-
breasteds at this time of the year, hence three
in Santa Barbara Jan. 7 - Feb. 29+ (NC) and
one in San Diego Jan. 1 (DPa) are of interest.
A Blue Grosbeak in National City Dec. 12
(CGE) was certainly out of season, only three
having been recorded in this Region during
the winter period. An Indigo Bunting in Long
Beach Jan. 2 - Feb. 29+ (BD) would appear
to be only the fourth recorded in this Region
in winter. The only Evening Grosbeaks to be
reported were four in Santa Barbara Dec.
5-25 (PL) with additional individuals there on
Jan. 27 (LB) and Feb. 24 (PL), five at Bald-
win L., Jan. 18 (KG) and one on Mt. Palo-
mar Jan. 15 (RH). Eight Red Crossbills on
Mt. Pinos Jan. 15 (REW) and 25 around Big
Bear L., during December and January (KG)
indicates a few were in the higher mountains
of s. California; one in Santa Barbara Jan. 7
(PL) was on the coast.

As usual a few Green-tailed Towhees win-
tered in the s.e. corner of the Region and
along the coast s. of Los Angeles, with one at
Valyermo, Los Angeles Co., Feb. 23 (KG)
and another in Ventura Dec. 26 - Feb. 17
(REW) being at the n. limit of the winter
range. Twelve Gray-headed Juncos were re-
ported, all being in the s. portion of the Re-
gion as expected. A Pink-sided Junco near
Burbank Feb. 21 (JDu) was of interest, since
few are recorded along the coast. An unprec-
edented number of Clay-colored Sparrows
was found wintering, with one at Pt. Mugu
Nov. 22 - Dec. 30 (REW), one in Arcadia
Nov. 23 - Mar. 1 (BCoh), another in Long
Beach Nov. 25 - Feb. 29+ (DPa). Harris’
Sparrows were exceptionally scarce with two
at Furnace Cr. Ranch in Death Valley Dec. 9
(LLN), one in Goleta all winter (PL) and an-
other in Santa Barbara Jan. 19 - Feb. 29t
(LB) being the only four reported. The num-
ber of White-throated Sparrows (10 reported)
appeared low. Swamp Sparrows were rela-
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tively numerous with 25+ found during the
period. The McCown’s Longspur found near
Santa Maria Nov. 30 remained through Feb.
18 (PL) to give us the first winter record for
coastal California. A Lapland Longspur was
found on the Carrizo Plain Feb. 10 (EMcM),
one was near Santa Maria Dec. 2-8 (LB), and
single birds were at Pt. Mugu Dec. 22 - Jan.
27 (REW) and Jan. 12 - Feb. 10 (REW); this
species is much rarer in s. California in winter
than in fall. Six Chestnut-collared Longspurs
at Baldwin L., Dec. |1 - Jan. 20 (KG) ap-
peared to be wintering locally until the area
was covered by heavy snow.

CORRIGENDUM — To avoid unneces-
sary duplication, all birds seen and reported
only on Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) have
been omitted. This should not detract from
the validity of those records, but is meant to
conserve space for records other than those
on CBCs.

CONTRIBUTORS — Walter Anderson,

Jon Atwood, Larry R. Ballard, Norma
Berry, Louis Bevier, Fred and Lynne Bolding
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(F&LB), Karen Bridgers, Bruce Broadbooks,
Kurt Campbell, Chuck Caniff, Eugene A.
Cardiff, Terry Clark, Jim Coatsworth, Eliza-
beth Copper (coordinator for San Diego
County), Barbara Cohen (BCoh), Bart Cord
(BCor), Nancy Crawford, Art and Jan Cup-
ples (A&JC), Brian Daniels, John Deacon
(JDe), John DeBeer (JDeB), Craig Denison,
Fred Dexter, Donna L. Dittmann, Shirley
Doole, Jon Dunn (JDu), Roger Dunstan,
Claude G. Edwards, Lila Eisberg, Dick
Erickson, Mike Evans, Hal Ferris, Larry and
Donna Fisher (L&DF), Mike Foertsch, Rose-
mary Ford, Alice Fries, Kimball Garrett (co-
ordinator for Los Angeles County), Eilean
Gray, Jim Greaves, Chuck Hamilton, Fred
and Sherri Hammer (F&SH), Fred Heath,
Mitch Heindel, Andreas Helbig (AHe),
Diana Herron, Roger Higson, Arthur Howe
(AHo), Eric V. Johnson, Jerome A. John-
son, Paul Jorgenson, Mary Kelley, Jack Kin-
sey, Paul Lehman (coordinator for Santa
Barbara County), Ruth Lohr, Richard Mar-
tin (coordinator for the Colorado River Val-
ley), Helen Matelson, Beverly Mclntosh
(BMcl), Eben McMillan (EMcM), Tom

Meixner, Barbara C. Moore, Jim Morris,
Douglas M. Morton, Larry L. Norris, Jerry
Oldeneltle, Dennis Parker (DPa), Robert and
Eleanor Parsons (R&EP), Michael A. Patten,
Arleta Patterson, Michael Perrone, Dave
Povey (DPo), Sylvia J. Ranney (coordinator
for Orange County), Phil and Jeri Reeder
(P&JR), Steve and Diane Ross (S&DR), Paul
Roush, Lawrence Sansone, Starr Saphir,
Brad Schram, Trudy Siptroth (TSi), Hal and
Nancy Spear (H&NS), Allan and Muriel
Stephens (A&MS), Ted Stephens (TSt), Don
Sterba, G. Shumway Suffel, Fern R. Tainter
(coordinator for San Luis Obispo County),
Jan Tarble, John and Katherine Thompson
(J&KT), Margaret Thornburgh, Gerald L.
Tohman, Phil Unitt, Ken Van Vuren, Stuart
L. Warter, Ken Weaver, Richard E. Webster
(coordinator for Ventura County), Richard I.
Whittemore, Doug Willick, Russell and Mar-
ion Wilson (R&MW), Susan Wise, J. Zim-
mer. Photograph on file (ph.), specimen (*),
San Diego Natural History Museum (S.D.N.
H.M.). GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natur-
al History Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box
1390, San Diego, California 92112.
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