SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST
REGION
/Guy McCaskie

Wet weather persisted through most of the
period with rain in the desert in late May.
Many of the unusual species discovered dur-
ing the winter remained well into the spring
while additional wintering birds were still be-
ing found in March and April. Waterbirds
dominated the season as shorebird migration
brought some noteworthy rarities, and the
variety of gulls and terns proved particularly
interesting. On the other hand, those birders
searching for landbird vagrants in late May
were disappointed, since the variety and num-
ber of passerine rarities were far below recent
levels.

The early arrival dates for some of our key
migrants were: Wilson’s Phalarope Apr. I,
San Jacinto L.; N. Phalarope Apr. 11, Los
Angeles; Com. Tern Apr. 17, Los Angeles;
Least Tern Apr. 11, San Diego; Elegant Tern
Mar. 15, San Diego; Black Tern Apr. 30,
Lancaster; Lesser Nighthawk Mar. 22, Los
Angeles; Vaux’s Swift Apr. 7, e. of Lancaster
(early); Black-chinned Hummingbird Apr. 6,
Los Angeles; W. Kingbird Mar. 15, Goleta;
Ash-throated Flycatcher Apr. 6, Los Ange-
les; Willow Flycatcher May 16, San Diego
and e. of Lancaster; Hammond’s Flycatcher
Apr. 10, San Diego; W. Flycatcher Mar. 15,
Ventura; W. Wood Pewee Apr. 8, Los
Angeles (early); Olive-sided Flycatcher Apr.
11, Morro Bay; Swainson’s Thrush Apr. 24,
Morongo Valley; Bell’s Vireo Mar. 30, San
Diego, Solitary Vireo Mar. 31, Anaheim;
Warbling Vireo Mar. 9, Ventura; Nashville
Warbler Apr. 5, Anaheim; Yellow Warbler
Apr. 12, San Diego; Black-throated Gray
Warbler Apr. 7, Costa Mesa; Hermit
Warbler Apr. 12, San Diego; MacGillivray’s
Warbler Apr. 7, Los Angeles; Yellow-
breasted Chat Apr. 14, San Diego; Wilson's
Warbler Mar. 13, Los Angeles; Hooded Or-
iole Mar. 3, San Diego; N. Oriole Mar. IS5,
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Goleta; W. Tanager
Apr. 12, San Diego;
Black-headed Grosbeak
Mar. 31, Anaheim; Blue
Grosbeak Apr. 17, San
Diego; Lazuli Bunting
Apr. 4, Santa Ana;
Black-chinned Sparrow
Apr. 24, Morongo
Valley.

LOONS, GREBES—
An Arctic Loon, rare
anywhere away from the
coast, was on L.
Cachuma, Santa Bar-
bara Co., Apr. 10 (PL);
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another was at Little L.,

Inyo Co., May 27

(JD)anda third was at Whalen L., San Diego
Co., Apr. 17 (DPa). A Red-throated Loon on
L. Cachuma Mar. 10 (PL) was also inland,
but, as small numbers of this species occur on
lakes close to the coast, it was not as unusual
as the Arctic Loon at this locality. The Red-
necked Grebe found in Ventura last winter re-
mained to May 2 (REW). Two Horned
Grebes on L. Cuyamaca Mar. 1 (CGE) were
inland.

ALBATROSSES, SHEARWATERS,
STORM-PETRELS—A few Black-footed
Albatrosses were in s. California waters this
spring, with 40 at the Davidson Seamount off
Morro Bay Mar. 8 (GMcC), four near San
Miguel I. May 18 (REW), single birds in the
Catalina Channel May 4 (FH) & May 11 (JD)
and 25 s. of San Clemente 1., Apr. 29-30
(JPK). Three Laysan Albatrosses were seen at

the Davidson Seamount Mar. 8 (GMcC);
though rarely recorded in this Region, this
species may prove to be regular over the
deeper waters off San Luis Obispo County. A
very late Short-tailed Shearwater was found
off San Diego Apr. 20 (EC). Two Manx
Shearwaters off Ventura Apr. 23 (REW) and
another in the Catalina Channel May 11 (JD)
were late for that area, but 25 were still pre-
sent off Oceanside May 15 (FWH). An Ashy
Storm-Petrel at the Davidson Seamount Mar.
8 (GMcC), three off Pt. Dume Mar. 25 (KG)
and 35 between Santa Barbara and San
Miguel I. May 18 (JD) were the only ones
reported.

BOOBIES, FRIGATEBIRDS—A Blue-
footed Booby close to shore near Oceanside
Mar. 16 (FWH) was most unusual since few
are recorded along the coast and most occur
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tle May 24-25 (SS) and a third at Deep
Springs May 25-27 (JD). A wintering N.
Waterthrush near Imperial Beach remained
to Mar. 8 (DPa) and the other nearby was last
seen May 4 (GMcC); 11 migrants were found
in the n.e. portion of the Region May 14-31.
A Q@ Hooded Warbler at F.C.R., May 29
(REW) was the only one found. A o Canada
Warbler at Oasis May 30 (BD) established the
fourth regional spring record. As usual a few
Am. Redstarts passed through the n.e. por-
tion of the Region with 30 seen during the last
half of May; one on Pt. Loma May 22 (BCor)
and another there June 2 (EC) were the only
ones reported from along the coast. A
Painted Redstart in Del Mar, San Diego Co.,
Mar. 1-16 (DPa) has spent the past two
winters in the neighborhood according to
local residents; one at Scotty’s Castle May 16
(SJ,JL) was n. of its usual range.

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES, TANA-
GERS—Bobolinks were scarcerthan usual in
the n.e. portion of the Region with two or
three seen at Oasis May 23-27 (REW) and on-
ly four at F.C.R. May 26-31 (REW). A @ Or-
chard Oriole was near Imperial Beach Mar.
22 (GMcC), a male was there May 22 (DPa)
and a third was near Malibu Apr. 23-29
(B&TC). A Scott’s Oriole in Santa Barbara
Mar. 16 (LBev) and another on Pt. Loma
May 16 (CGE) were both along the coast.
Nine N. (Baltimore) Orioles were reported,
an indication that small numbers reached
California this spring, as usual. A @ Rusty
Blackbird, rare in spring, was at Tecopa Apr.
10 (JT). A Great-tailed Grackle at Scotty’s
Castle May 14 (B&TC) was a little to the n. of
its known range in e. California, and one at
L. Cachuma near Santa Barbara May 6+
(LRB) was well to the w. of its established
range. Two Com. Grackles were found in In-
yo County with one at Deep Springs May 21
(REW) and the other at F.C.R. May 24-26
(REW); this species is now being recorded an-
nually in California, particularly in late
spring. A o Hepatic Tanager in Blythe Apr.
2-5 (1A) had probably wintered in that area,
since the date is too early for the appearance
of a spring migrant. Breeding Summer
Tanagers arrived at Morongo Valley Apr. 26
(R&MW), and territorial males were present
at three other localities in that general area in
May (BW) along with a male near Borrego
Springs May 9-31 (AM) that may have been
on territory. In the n.e. part of the Region
single birds were found at F.C.R., May 14
(B&TC) & May 21 (REW) and another was
near Oasis May 31-June | (EC); along the
coast a male was found at Montana de Oro
S.P., near Morro Bay June 1 (FRT) and
another was near Piru May 8 (REW).

FINCHES, SPARROWS, LONG-
SPURS—Three Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in
Santa Barbara Mar. 17 (NC) had undoubted-
ly wintered locally, but 15 found scattered
throughout the Region in May were all
vagrants wandering a little to the w. of the
species’ normal migration route. About 20
Indigo Buntings were found during May in-
cluding a male on territory at Morongo
Valley May 15+ (EAC), an indication that
some remain within the Region to nest. A
flock of up to ten Red Crossbills was feeding
on ornamental pines on the Yucca Valley golf
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course Apr. 4-May 31; this species is rare in
the desert. A o Lark Bunting was in Agoura
Apr. 21-May 3 (KC) and another was in San
Bernardino May 11 (SG); the number of these
birds varies from year to year. A ‘‘Pink-
sided’’ Junco at Scotty’s Castle May 31 (BD)
was exceptionally late for a desert locality. A
wintering Clay-colored Sparrow near Irvine
remained to Apr. 12 (DW) and another near
Imperial Beach was last seen Mar. 22 (DPa);
one on Pt. Loma May 19 (EC) was a spring
vagrant. Harris’ Sparrows appeared in Yucca
Valley Mar. 31 (RLM); at Montana de Oro
S.P., Apr. 11-26 (EVJ); in Ventura Mar.
25-Apr. 29 (JOg); and at Pt. Mugu May 5
(REW). The wintering bird in Goleta re-
mained to May | (PL) and the other in Santa
Barbara was last seen Apr. 13 (PL). The
latest White-throated Sparrow was one near
Ventura Apr. 19-26 (FD). Two Swamp Spar-
rows near Oceanside Mar. 15 (EC) had un-
doubtedly wintered there. A Lapland
Longspur at F.C.R., Mar. 26 (SJR) was very
late.

CORRIGENDA—In AB 34:201 the Fer-
ruginous Hawk near Santa Maria should
have been reported as having been seen Sept.
18, not Sept. 10. The range of dates for the 12
coastal Black-throated Green Warblers noted
in AB 34:203 should have been Sept. 7-Nov.
10 not Oct. 3-Nov. 10. A line was omitted
from the comments concerning Lark Bunt-
ings in AB 34:203 and should read: Single
coastal Lark Buntings were in Goleta Sept.
3-5 (PL) and Sept. 19 (LB), near Pt. Mugu
Sept. 23 (TC) and near Imperial Beach Sept.
16 (EC)....
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