SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST
REGION
/Guy McCaskie

A few fronts from the north during
March and April gave us some rain but we
entered the dry season in early May with
a below-average rainfall for the year. Most
observers felt that migration was early.
Large numbers of migrant landbirds passed
through desert oases during mid-April with
Warbling Vireos and Nashville Warblers
being exceptionally numerous. Along the
coast migrant landbirds were most
conspicuous during the latter half of April,
with Townsend’s Warblers more common
than usual. The influx of vagrants during
late May not only included a larger-
than-usual number of birds normally found
in the southeastern United States but also in-
cluded a great variety of wood warblers, re-
sulting in the recording of 34 species during
the period!

The early arrival dates for some of our
key migrants were: Wilson’s Phalarope
Apr. 5, Salton Sea; N. Phalarope Apr. §,
Salton Sea; Com. Tern Apr. 23, Ventura;
Least Tern Apr. 13, San Diego; Elegant
Tern Mar. 14, San Diego; Black Tern Apr.
18, Antelope Valley; Lesser Nighthawk
Mar. 25, Ventura County; Vaux’s Swift
Apr. 4, San Diego; Black-chinned
Hummingbird Mar. 22, Los Angeles; W.
Kingbird Mar. 5, Orange Coun-ty; Ash-
throated Flycatcher Mar. 31, Orange
County; Willow Flycatcher May 2, San
Diego; Hammond’s Flycatcher Mar. 27, San
Diego; W. Flycatcher Mar. 10, Los Angeles;
W. Wood Pewee Apr. 10, San Diego; Olive-
sided Flycatcher Apr. 10, Orange and San
Luis Obispo counties; Swainson’s Thrush
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Apr. 18, San Diego; Bell’s Vireo Mar. 22,
San Diego; Solitary Vireo Mar. 24, Orange
County; Warbling Vireo Mar. 10, Santa Bar-
bara; Nashville Warbler Mar. 27, Whitewater
Canyon; Yellow Warbler Mar. 29, Ventura
County; Black-throated Gray Warbler Mar.
21, San Diego; Hermit Warbler Apr. 7
(early), Santa Barbara and Apr. 18, San
Diego and Orange counties; MacGillivray’s
Warbler Mar. 26, Ventura County; Yellow-
breasted Chat Apr. 8, San Diego; Wilson’s
Warbler Mar. 15, Palm Springs and Ventura
County; Hooded Oriole Feb. 27, San Diego;
N. (Bullock’s) Oriole Mar. 11, San Diego; W.
Tanager Apr. 11, San Diego; Black-headed
Grosbeak Mar. 24, Orange County; Blue
Grosbeak Apr. 17, Antelope Valley; Lazuli
Bunting Apr. 1, Orange County; Black-
chinned Sparrow Apr. 1, San Jacinto Mts.

LOONS, GREBES—A flock of 93 Com.
Loons on L. Henshaw
in the mountains of San
Diego County Apr. 18
(GMcC) was an excep-
tionally large concentra-
tion for an inland locali-
ty; one at Little Lake,
Inyo Co., May 22 (PEL)
and another at Oasis,
Mono Co., May 23-25
(PEL) were in areas
where few are recorded.
An Arctic Loon on L.
Henshaw Apr. 8 (RH)
was unexpected since
few are recorded inland
away from the immed-
iate vicinity of the coast.
A Red-necked Grebe in
Santa Monica May 23-
26 (KLG) was excep-
tionally late. A Horned
Grebe at the north end
of the Salton Sea (here-

after, N.E.S.S.) Apr. 5 (RMcK) was the only
one found in the e. part of the Region.

ALBATROSSES, SHEARWATERS,
STORM-PETRELS—A Black-footed Alba-
tross one mi off Pacific Beach, San Diego
Co., May 16 (EC) was exceptionally close to
shore. AN. Fulmar found dead in Santa
Bar-bara Mar. 19 (LRB) was the only
one re-ported. A Flesh-footed Shearwater,
rare off California, was 3 mi off Goleta,
Santa Bar-bara Co., May 29 (JA) and two
were seen off San Diego May 16 (EC). Six
Ashy Storm-Pet-rels off San Diego May 16
(EC) were in an area where few are
recorded.

HERONS—The wintering imm. Little
Blue Heron in San Diego remained through
Mar. 17 (GMcC); an adult in Santa
Barbara/Gol-eta May 6-14 (LRB), another
in Ojai, Ven-tura Co., May 1 (JG) and a
third at N.E.S.S.,
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one in Manhattan Beach Mar. 29 (KLG)
could all have wintered locally, considering
that a male near Malibu May 17 (HB) was be-
lieved to be the same bird seen there through-
out the winter. A Great-tailed Grackle on Pt.
Fermin, Los Angeles Co., Apr. 15 (J. Ivanov,
fide GSS) was along the coast, and a male at
Oasis May 29-30 (JML) was relatively far n.
A o Scarlet Tanager, a casual straggler to
California in spring, was at Deep Springs
May 25 (BB). A o Hepatic Tanager on Clark
Mt., May 23 (DRW) and a pair near Baldwin
L., in the San Bernardino Mts., May 31
(RMCcK) were in areas where nesting has oc-
curred. Wintering Summer Tanagers lingered
to Mar. 28 in Carpinteria (PEL) and to Mar.
9 in Orange (DRW); a male was on breeding
territory near Palm Springs on the early date
of Apr. 4 (RMcK), and a total of eight va-
grants was found in the n.e. corner of the Re-
gion during the last week of May along with
four around San Diego May 10-June 2.

FINCHES, SPARROWS—Fifteen Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks reported during May
would appear average but 30 Indigo Buntings
during May were more than usually reported.
A Q Dickcissel, quite rare in spring, was at
F.C.R., May 25 (AS). Four Red Crossbills at
Yucca Valley, Apr. 18 (RMcK) were atan un-
usual locality. A Le Conte’s Sparrow at
F.C.R., May 24-25 (TW, ph., S.D.N.H.M.)
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was only the fifth to be found in this Region,
with all but one having occurred at this oasis.
A Sage Sparrow on the Palos Verdes Pen.,
Mar. 23 (JA) was in an area where few have
been recorded. A Gray-headed Junco on Pt.
Loma May 2-3 (EC) was quite late, as winter-
ing birds normally depart in March. A Brew-
er’s Sparrow at S.C.R.E., Apr. 30 (REW)
was unexpected asthere appear to be no prev-
ious spring records for that area. A Harris
Sparrow, scarce in s.w. California, was in
Garden Grove, Orange Co., Mar. 27-Apr. 2
(SJR). A White-throated Sparrow in Goleta
through Apr. 22 (KB) was the last of the win-
tering birds to depart; an exceptionally late
migrant was at Deep Springs May 23
(GMcC). A Swamp Sparrow at F.C.R., Mar.
17 (LN) had probably wintered locally but
another there May 23 (JO) was an excep-
tionally late migrant. A @ Chestnut-collared
Longspur on San Clemente 1., Apr. 15-22
(EC,WTE) was late and one of only a few
ever found in California during spring migra-
tion.
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