SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST
REGION
/Guy McCaskie

The summer was somewhat hotter than
usual with a prolonged warm spell in June
and virtually no rainfall during the entire
period. An increased interest in studying
shorebirds resulted in the discovery of a
number of unusual species during July, in-
cluding one new to California. The most
significant event, however, was the appear-
ance of the long-awaited Birds of Southern
California by Kimball Garrett and Jon Dunn
(published by Los Angeles Audubon Soci-
ety) which gives us a summary of the status
and distribution of all S00+ species occur-
ring in this Region through 1980.
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LOONS, GREBES — As expected all
three regularly occurring species of loons
were found summering along the coast with
the Arctic Loon being the most numerous
(163 between Pt. Sal and Pt. Arguello, Santa
Barbara Co., throughout the period—PEL).
Two or three Com. Loons on L. Cachuma,
Santa Barbara Co., during June and July
(PEL) were the only loons found inland. A
Red-necked Grebe at Pt. Mugu, Ventura
Co., July 9-25 (REW) was the first to be
found in s. California in summer. A Horned
Grebe in Goleta, Santa Barbara Co., April
through June 26 (JD) was one of very few to
remain into June. At least S0 young Eared
Grebes were near Lancaster, Los Angeles
Co., July 24 (JD), 500 pairs successfully
nested on Baldwin L., in the San Bernardino
Mts., and at least six pairs nested at the Santa

Clara R. estuary, Ventura Co. (hereafter,
S.C.R.E.) this summer.

SHEARWATERS, STORM-PETRELS
— A N. Fulmar found recently dead on a
beach at Morro Bay July 22 (GS) had
un-doubtedly lingered this far s. since
winter. Fifteen Pink-footed Shearwaters
visible from Pt. Mugu June 1 (REW) were
unusually close to shore. A Fork-tailed
Storm-Petrel 0.5 mi off Goleta July 10 (JA)
established the first summer record for s.
California.

PELICANS, CORMORANTS, FRIGATE-
BIRDS — Two Brown Pelicans at the n. end
of the Salton Sea (hereafter, N.E.S.S.) June
7 (DP) were the first to arrive at this inland
location this summer but no more than seven
were present at the end of the period. A small
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in Santa Barbara Co., this summer with 60
singing males and 120 offspring (JMG). A

territorial 8 Solitary Vireo along Big Rock
Cr., on the n. slope of the San Gabriel Mts.,
June 23 (KLG) and a pair building a nest on
Santa Rosa Mt., June 6 (EAC) were of the
gray race plumbeus, at the extreme w. limits

of this form’s expanding range. A & Red-
eyed Vireo at Oak Canyon Nature Center,
Orange Co., June 18 (DRW) wasa late spring
vagrant.

A Black-and-white Warbler at Oak Can-
yon Nature Center June 6 (DRW) was a late
spring straggler, another at 6800 ft in the San
Gabriel Mts., June 23 (KLG) may have been
only the second ever found in the mountains
and a third inGoleta June 8-Aug. 10(KB) was
one of very few recorded summering in the
Region. A Lucy’s Warbler near Imperial
Beach July 28-Aug. 3 (PU) was anexception-

ally early fall vagrant. A & N. Parula in Santa
Barbara Apr. 30-July 14 (LB) spent much
time displaying to a @ Yellow-throated
Warbler at the same location May 11+
(LRB); unfortunately, a lack of response by
the latter put an end to California’s best
chance for a Sutton’s Warbler! An Oven-
bird in Santa Barbara June 20 (JMG,
*S.B.M.N.H.) was a very late spring va-

grant. Two singing & MacGillivray’s Warb-
lers on Big Pine Mt., June 30-July 1 (JD)
indicated nesting at that location. A ¢
Hooded Warbler on Pt. Loma June 2 (CGE)
and a male at Coon Cr., adjacent to Morro
Bay June 17(JR, ph.,S.D.N.H.M.) were late
spring vagrants.

BLACKBIRDS, TANAGERS — A ¢
Great-tailed Grackle at Doheny Beach,
Orange Co., June 28 (BS) was one of very
few ever found on the coast of California. A

bright & Scarlet Tanager, only the seventh to
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be found in s. California in spring, was in Los
Osos, San Luis Obispo Co., June 34 (CJT,

HIB). A & Hepatic Tanager on Clark Mt.,
June 28 (RMcK) and a pair along Arrastre
Cr., in the San Bernardino Mts., May 31 &
June 21 (RMcK) were at known nesting
localities. A Summer Tanager in Carpinteria
June 6-7 (PEL) and another near there June 6
(PEL) were late stragglers; at least six pairs
along the s. fork of the Kern R., immediately
e. of Isabella Res., during June and July
(RAB) extend the species’ breeding range to
a new n.w. limit.

FINCHES, SPARROWS — A 3 Rose-
breasted Grosbeak at Morro Bay June 20
(JMcD), four in the Santa Barbara area May
25-July 26 JMG, NSC, KB) and a sixth at
Rincon Pt.,, Ventura Co., June 6 (PEL)
should all be treated as spring vagrants. A
pair of Indigo Buntings was attending a nest
with 3 eggs in Morongo Valley in early June
(EAC) and single males near Weldon May
18+ (RAB) and July 10 (RAB) could also
have been breeding. Unexpected were two
Evening Grosbeaks on Figueroa Mt., Santa
Barbara Co., June 17 (PEL) and four moreon
Big Pine Mt., July 1 (JD). A small number of
Purple Finches, including adults feeding
young, near Malibu, Los Angeles Co., ap-
pear to furnish the first evidence of nesting at
sea-level this far s. Two Cassin’s Finches on
Figueroa Mt., June 17 (PEL) were outside
the species’ known breeding range. The pres-
ence of Pine Siskins at 3 locations around
Morro Bay all summer suggested nesting in
that area; breeding is undocumented along
the coast s. of Monterey County. A singing
Sage Sparrow at Pt. Sal May 13 (PEL) was
believed to be on territory; this species is
uncommon and local along the immediate
coast. Nesting Dark-eyed Juncos in Topanga

Canyon, Los Angeles Co. (KLG) mark the s.
limit for breedingalong the coast. The finding
of 11 Fox Sparrows on Big Pine Mt., June 29-
July 1 JD) established another breeding lo-
cation for this species in s. California.
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