SOUTHWEST REGION
Arizona, Sonora
/ Janet Witzeman

Winter in central and southern Arizona was mild with above
average rainfall except in the Lower Colorado Valley where rainfall
was below normal. Northern Arizona had snow and the coldest
temperatures in three years so that “the lakes. usually causing the
only winter excitement, were frozen early and were just beginning to
open up at the end of the period.™ (JC).
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Weather does explain the absence of birds in the northern part of
the state but does not explain the comparatively low number of
passerines in the riparian areas of the lowlands.

While reading through the winter reports for the state covering the
past ten years. it seemed the statements we were making about
patterns that were developing or the status of sparse winter visitants
were reasonable and safe conclusions. However, this winter, many of
the birds themselves seemed to “fly in the face" of these conclusions,
and much of this report deals with the contradicting of “labels” we
have tried to pin on them.

It was a perverse season. Species which we had come to expect in
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FRINGILLIDS — A Pyrrhuloxia wandered farther N than usual to
Skull Valley (4500') west of Prescott Jan. 17-19 (H & AG). Up to 90
Evening Grosbeaks plus smaller flocks were in the Prescott area
during the period (CT) and five were at Payson since at least early
February (fide SD). A ? Pine Grosbeak that wandered to Rustler P.,
in the Chiricahuas (where it has been recorded once before) was
found Jan. 1 (RM). Lawrence’s Goldfinches continued to be seen at
scattered localities around Prescott, Wickenburg and Tucson (CT,
SG et al.). There were only about one third as many as there have
been in the past at Nogales (BH), but 40+ at Cibola N.W.R., was a
new high for the L.C.V. (HW, JJ, RH, CH) plus scattered singles
were present at the other areas in the L.C.V. during the period (MK).

The only Baird’s Sparrow found was one in Gardner Canyon Feb.
13 (SG, JBa). A Clay-colored Sparrow, another sparse winter resi-
dent, was found s. of Tucson Feb. 6 (GM, WD). A Black-chinned
Sparrow in Guadalupe Canyon all period into March when it was
singing, was farther e. and s. than the species has been found
previously in the state (DD, AMo).

CONTRIBUTORS (Area compilers in boldface) — B. Anderson,
J. Bates (JBa), P. Beall, E. Bessler, J. Bock (JBo), R. Bowers (RBo),
R. Bradley (RBr), J. Coons (Flagstaff), D. Danforth (Sierra Vista),
W. Davis (Tucson), D. Deifik (DDe), S. Demaree, J. Dunning,
R. Ferguson, H. & A. Gaither, A. Gast, T. Gatz, S. Goldwasser
(Tucson), G. Gregg, B. Harrison (Nogales), R. Haywood, C. Hunter,
C. Irwin, B. Jackson (Globe), J. Jackson, M. Jakel, C. Kangas,
A. Kasprzyk, M. Kasprzyk (LCV), K. Kaufman, C. LaRue,
D. Leford, H. Longstreth, A. Michaels (AMi), G. Monson,
A. Moorehouse (AMo), R. Morse, V. Mowbray, P. Norton, R. Os-
trander, G. Porter, C. Romano, G. Rosenberg, K. Rosenberg,
J. Saba, T. Sodergast, S. & W. Spofford (Portal), D. Stejskal,
D. Todd, C. Tomoff (Prescott), R. Witzeman, H. Wood: Abbrevia-
tions: twritten details on file with Arizona Bird Committee (ABC);
ph., photo on file with ABC; B.W Delta, Bill Williams Delta; L.C.R.,
Lower Colorado River; L.C.V., Lower Colorado Valley; CBC,
Christmas Bird Count; m.ob., many observers. —JANET WITZE-
MAN 4619 E. Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, Ariz. 85018
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