


SHOREBIRDS — A Black Oystercatcher in Ventura Feb. 11
(REW)and six togetherin Long Beach Dec. 4 (LRH) were away from
areas of regular occurrence. A Snowy Plover near Lancaster. Los
Angeles Co.. throughout the period (KLG) and ten on L. Elsinore
Jan. 30 (REW) were of interest since very few have ever been found
wintering inland away from the Salton Sea. As usual small numbers of
Am. Golden Plovers. all believed to be of Eurasian torm fulva.
wintered along the coast with S5 = reported between Santa Barbara
and the Mexican border including a group of 40 = near Sunta Maria
(PEL).one at S.E.S.S.. Jan. 12-Mar. 6 (PDV) was the second to have
been found inland at this time of the vear. A Ruddy Turnstone at
S.E.S.S.. Feb. 7 (REW) was the first to have been found inland in
winter. A Pectoral Sandpiper at S.E.S.S.. Feb. 20-Mar. 6 (EAC.
GMcC) established the first true winter record for California and w as
evidently one of very few ever found in North America at this time of
the year: one found near Lancaster Dec. 19 (Lancaster CBC) was the
latest for a fall migrant in California. Two or three Stilt Sandpipers
around S.E.S.S.. throughout the period were in an area where small
numbers regularly winter: however. one at Bolsa Chicua Feb. 2-Mar. |
(RZ) and another on San Elijo Lagoon Feb. 21-22 (TMe) are the 2nd
and 3rd ever found on the coast in winter. A Ruff was present near
Santa Maria Dec. 19-Jan. 10 (PEL): one or two are now found along
the coast every winter. As usual a small number of N. Phalaropes
wintered at the s. end of San Diego Bay with 15 present Jan. 17
(GMcC) and a Wilson's Phalarope. considerably rarer at this time of
the year. was found there Jan. 11 (PDV).

GULLS. TERNS — A first-winter Glaucous Gull, rare in
s. California. was near Oxnard. Ventura Co..Jan. 9 (BWK). two were
at the Santa Clara R. mouth Feb. 19 (REW). one was at Huntington
Beach. Orange Co.. Dec. 25(R & MW). another was at the upper end
of Newport Bay. Orange Co.. Dec. 27-Mar. I35 (DRW)and up to two
were at Otay. San Diego Co.. Jan. 24+ (GMcC). A first-winter
Glaucous-winged Gull was at Salton City on the Salton Sea Feb. 7
(EC) and single birds were at S.E.S.S.. Feb. 21 (JO) and Feb. 24
(RLMcK): this species is a very rare stray to the true interior but
regularly wanders far into the coastal lowlands as indicated by 5 in
Corona. Riverside Co.. Jan. 30 (REW). A few W. (Yellow-tooted)
Gulls again wintered on the Salton Sea with a high count of eight at
S.E.S.S.. Jan. 12 (PDV). Two Thaver's Gulls. rare in the true
interior. were at S.E.S.S.. Dec. 10 (REW). another was there Feb. 7
(EC) and a fourth was at Salton City the same day (GMcC). A first-
winter Mew Gull near Chino Jan. 30 (REW) and another on L. Elsi-
nore the same day (JO) were inan area where the species is scarce. An
ad. Black-headed Gull in Huntington Beach Dec. 13 (REW) was only
the fourth to have been found in the Region. Upto five Laughing Gulis
on Finney L.. near S.E.S.S.. Jan. 2+ (REW) were totally unex-
pected. there being only one previous winter record for the area of the
Salton Sea. A first-winter Laughing Gull on Laguna L.. in San Luis
Obispo Dec. 6-10 (JSR. ph.. S.D.N.H.M.) and another on Mission
Bay in San Diego Feb. 3 (BC) were both along the coast where the
species is considered casual. A Franklin's Gull in San Luis Obispo
Nov. 29-Dec. 10 (JSR. ph.. S.D.N.H.M.) was a late tull straggler but
2-3 on L. Elsinore Dec. 11-Jan. 30 (DRW) were evidently wintering.
A Bonaparte’s Gull near Lancaster Jan. 1 (JLD) was unexpected. as
no winter records exist from inland localities away from the Salton
Sea. Black-legged Kittiwakes were quite common offshore as indi-
cated by 22 off Morro Bay Jan. 30 (JSR) and 30 off San Diego Jun. 9
(GMcC) with smaller numbers in harbors and about fishing piers
along the entire coast. One or two Com. Terns in San Diego all winter
(REW) were the only ones known to be present.

ALCIDS — Common Murres appeared to be more numerous than
normal with 150 off Dana Pt.. Orange Co.. Feb. 13(BSc) and 60 as tar
s. as San Diego Jan. 9 (GMcC). Up to nine Marbled Murrelets at
Cayucos all winter (JSR) and two off Vandenberg A.F.B.. Santa
Barbara Co.. were at the . limit of the species’ normal winter range
but one at Pt. Mugu Feb. 27 (NSC) was appreciably . of that range.
Ancient Murrelets were found s. to Pt. Mugu (eight there Feb. 7—
SR).

PIGEONS THROUGH NIGHTHAWKS — A White-winged
Dove at Yaqui Wells. San Diego Co.. Jan. 23 (BW)and 12 = at nearby
Agua Caliente Springs throughout the period (GMcC) were in the
only area of California where this species regularly winters. Up to
nine Com. Ground Doves near Camarillo all winter (VB) were in an
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area where the species has been present for at least 2 vears. this
evidently being an isolated population well to the n. of species” known
range in the coastal lowlands. A Screech Owl at Stovepipe Wells in
Death Valley Dec. | (LLN) was away trom anyv area of normal
occurrence. Two Pvgmy Owls around Piru. Ventura Co.. during
December and January (RAH) and another near Switzer Camp in the
San Gabriel Mts.. Jan. 11 (BD) were in areas where the species is
probably resident. but muchis vet to be learned about the distribution
of this bird in s. California. The Spotted Owl found in Santa Barbara
Nov. 15 remained to at least Dec. 18(CG). A Long-eared Owl found
dead at F.C.R.. Jan. 21 (LLN) and another in Goleta Jan. 10-Feb. 13
(DW) were both outside areas of regular occurrence. Two Saw-whet
Owls in Cambria. San Luis Obispo Co.. Jan. 23+ (JSR) were calling
asifon territory: this area marks the s, limit of nesting along the coast.
A Lesser Nighthawk near San Diego Jan. 8-Feb. 6 (GMcC)was one of
verv few ever found along the coast in winter.

SWIFTS THROUGH WOODPECKERS — A Vaux's Swift at Pt.
Mugu Dec. 27 (LRB) was the only one reported. A Black-chinned
Hummingbird was in Sunta Barbara Jan. 2-Feb. 20 (KLG). another
was in Long Beach Jan. 11-12 (BD). one returned to spend its third
winter in San Diego (EC) and a fourth was on Pt. Loma Feb. 6+
(GMcC):until recently there was but one winter record for California.
A 4 Costa’s Hummingbird near Shandon. San Luis Obispo Co.. Dec.
21-29 (EMcM) was quite far n. for this time of the vear. The £ Broad-
billed Hummingbird found in Blvthe Oct. 4 remained through Feb. 13
(1A). Animm. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (S. v. varius), a rare strag-
gler to California. was in Fillmore. Ventura Co.. Dec. 28-30 (PEL.).
another was at Finnev L.. Feb. 7 (EC) and a male in Silverado
Canyon. Orange Co.. throughout the period (SJR) was undoubtedly
the same bird present there last winter. A Yellow-bellied (Red-naped)
Sapsucker near Ventura Feb. [4(SR) was in an area where few have
been found. A Williamson's Sapsucker. exceptionally rare in the
coastal lowlands. was in West Los Angeles Feb. 21 (KLG). A Downy
Woodpecker in San Pedro Jan. 28 (JLLD) and another along the San
Diego R..in San Diego Dec. 25-Feb. 6 (JO) were both outside areas of
normal occurrence.

FLYCATCHERS. SWALLOWS — A Tropical Kingbird. very
rare in winter. was near Chino Jan. 9-Feb. 2(HEC): thisis one of very
few ever found in the interior of California. A W. Kingbird in Mission
Viejo. Orange Co.. Feb. [0-15 (BSc)was only the second ever to have
been found in winter. Small numbers of Cassin’s Kingbirds were
present along the coast. as usual, with two near Los Osos. San Luis
Obispo Co.. throughout the period (JSR) and eight in Shandon Feb.
12(S & KB) being relatively far n. An Ash-throated Flvcatcher. very
rare in winter. was in Santa Barbara Dec. 4-Mar. 14 (PEL). An
E. Phoebe in Ventura Dec. 19-Feb. 28 (VB). one in Huntington Beach
Nov. 13-Feb. 7(SJR). another at nearby Villa Park Dam Dec. 5-Feb. 3
(DRW) and a fourth in San Diego Dec. 14-Mar. 13 (DR) gave us a near
average number for winter. A Least Flycatcher in Huntington Beach
Nov. 13-Mar. 1 (SJR) was only the third known to have wintered in
California. A Hammond's Flycatcher in Long Beach Mar. [3-18 (JAJ)
was believed to have wintered locally: there is no previous docu-
mented record of this species in California at this time of the year.
One at Pt. Mugu Dec. 30 (REW) could have been a very late fall
migrant. Five Gray Flycatchers were found in the s.w. part of the
Region where small numbers regularly winter. Single W. Flycatchers
were in Arroyo Grande. San Luis Obispo Co.. Feb. 20 (MB) and Los
Osos Jan. 14(DS). four were in the Santa Barbara area during January
and February (PEL) and a seventh was in Escondido. San Diego Co..
Dec. 24 (KW) for an above-average number for winter. A Coues’
Flycatcher in Griftith P. of Los Angeles Jan. 13-Feb. 20 (KLG) wax
undoubtediy the same bird present here during the fast 2 winters. A <
Vermilion Flycatcher near Los Osos Jan. 17+ (KH) was exception-
ally far n.. there being only 2 occurrences known trom n. of San Luis
Obispo County: a male in Ventura Dec. 1-Jan. 17 (VB) and another in
Pasadena Dec. 28-Feb. 2 (CMu) were the only others found along the
coast outside San Diego County. A Clift Swallow at Harper Dry L..
San Bernardino Co.. Jan. 30 (EAC) is best considered a very early
spring migrant.

CROWS THROUGH THRUSHES — A flock of 25 Com. Crows
near Palo Verde. Imperial Co.. Nov. 29-Dec. 10 (REW) probably
wintered locally: numbers appear to be sporadic along the Colorado
R. valley. A Verdin at Ming L.. near Bakersfield Jan. 22 (MH) was
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Dec. 13 (NSC) and single individuals in Goleta Jan. 2-Mar. 8 (KB) &
Feb. 13+ (LB) being the only ones found. Some 25 + White-throated
Sparrows was about average. A Swamp Sparrow in Santa Barbara
Dec. 6-Jan. 20 (RAH) and 1-3 on Vandenberg Air Force Base Dec. 5-
Feb. 28 (PEL) was well below average. The two McCown's
Longspurs found at Pt. Mugu Nov. 15 were still present Mar. 21
(PEL); this was only the second known occurrence of this species
wintering along the coast of California. A flock of 40+ Chestnut-
collared Longspurs near Blythe Dec. 10 (REW) and up to six present
near Lancaster Nov. 22-Feb. 15 (LCB) wre the only ones found this
winter.
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