SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/ Guy McCaskie

The mild weather of the winter continued on into the spring with
only a few fronts from the north during March and April. Migrants
appeared either on time or a little late and no large concentrations of
migrant landbirds were encountered along the coast or at desert
oases.

892

ABBREVIATIONS — F.C.R. = Furnace Creek Ranch in Death
Valley National Monument: L.A.C.M. = Los Angeles County
Museum: N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea. Riverside Co.;
S.B.M.N.H. = Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History;
S.D.N.H.M. = San Diego Natural History Museum: S.E.S.S. =
south end of the Salton Sea. Imperial County. As virtually all rarities
found in s. California are now seen by numerous observers only the
observer initially identifying the bird is listed. Documentation is on
file for all rarities listed in the report.
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for today. The ad. Zone-tailed Hawk that appeared on Mt. Palomar,
San Diego Co., Feb. 28 was seen sporadically through Mar. 25 (RHi)
and another was at Corn Springs. Riverside Co., Apr. 23 (HC). A
Rough-legged Hawk near L. Henshaw Mar. 27 (REW) and another
near Delano, Kern Co., Apr. 25 (MOC) were both somewhat late for
this far s. A Peregrine Falconat N.E.S.S. Apr. 10-17 (GMcC) was the
only one reported away from known nesting localities. A Merlin near
Twenty-nine Palms, San Bernardino Co., Apr. 16 (CGE) was late.

SHOREBIRDS — A Black Oystercatcher at Imperial Beach May |
(EAC) was far from any rocky coastline or man-made jetty, and in an
area where few have been recorded. Wintering Am. Golden Plovers
remained into April with two still present near Santa Maria, Santa
Barbara Co., May 18 (JLD): one at N.E.S.S., Apr. 10 (GMcQ),
another there Apr. 24-May 1 (GMcC) and two more there May 15
(REW) were the only spring migrants found. A flock of 100 + Black-
bellied Plovers near Lancaster Mar. 28 (HMcG) was an exceptional
concentration for an inland location away from the Salton Sea and
30= in flight over Mt. Palomar Apr. 16 (RHi) were at an unusual
locality. About 1000 Whimbrel near Lancaster Apr. 24-May 2 (JLD)
indicate just how numerous this species can be in the Antelope Valley
in spring; sixty-five in the Cuyama Valley, Ventura Co., Apr. 14
(JMG) were at an interesting locality. Seven Solitary Sandpipers
found Apr. 6-May 1 were more than normally encountered in spring.
Two Wandering Tattlers, casual stragglers to the interior, were at
Salton City on the Salton Sea May 15 (REW): 50 + on the Long Beach
breakwater May 2 (NBB) was an exceptional concentration. Ruddy
Turnstones were found on the Salton Sea May 1-8 with an amazing 75
together at N.E.S.S., May 8 (REW). A Surfbird near Lancaster May
8 (REW) established the fourth occurrence of this species inland, and
the first away from the Salton Sea. Red Knots were continuously
presentinland on the Salton Sea Apr. 3-May 15, with a peak of 90 Apr.
17 (GMcC). The only Sanderlings found inland away from the Salton
Sea were seven seen around Lancaster May 8-28 (REW, DRW). As
now expected, a few Semipalmated Sandpipers were found among
the migrant W. Sandpipers with single birds at N.E.S.S.. Apr. 24
(GMcC) & May 8 (REW), three there May 15 (REW) and another near
Santa Maria May 9-10 (LB). A Baird’s Sandpiper, rare in spring, was
at Salton City May 8 (RHi). Totally unexpected was a Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper near Lancaster May 5-9 (JLD). this being the first found
anywhere along the West Coast s. of Alaska in spring. A Pectoral
Sandpiper, exceedingly rare in spring, was near Santa Maria Apr. 24
(PEL). A Red Phalarope at Harper Dry L.. San Bernardino Co.. May
28 (ASE) was inland but occurred at the same time small numbers
were being found along the coast. Nine hundred N. Phalaropes near
Lancaster May 12 (JLD) was a large concentration for an inland
location away from the Salton Sea.

SKUAS, GULLS. TERNS. SKIMMER — An early S. Polar Skua
near Catalina 1., May 5 (EAC) was the only one reported. Three
différent Glaucous-winged Gulls were found at various locations
around the Salton Sea during April and afourth was at N.E.S.S.. May
1+ (GMcC); this species is rare inland. A first-winter Herring Gull
near Lancaster Mar. 26 (JLD) was one of fewer than half a dozen
found in the interior away from the Salton Sea and Colorado R.
Valley. A first-winter Thayer's Gull was inland at N.E.S.S.. Apr. 3
(REW). An ad. Laughing Gull at N.E.S.S., Apr. 17 (GMcC) was
unexpected, this species being unrecorded on the Salton Sea in recent
years before mid-May: two near Lancaster May 13 (NLS) established
the second occurrence of this species inland away from the Salton
Sea. Fifteen Franklin's Gulls were found during April and May
including six at Weldon, Kern Co.. Apr. 24-25 (MOC) and a group of
five together near Lancaster Apr. 24 (JLD): this species continues to
be a rare transient through California. A flock of 400 + Bonaparte's
Gulls on L. Henshaw Apr. 2 (RHi) was a large concentration for an
inland location away from the Salton Sea. An imm. Little Gull in
Goleta May 10 (PEL) was the latest of nine recorded to date in
s. California. A Sabine’s Gull was found on shore near Pt. Mugu May
23(LB). A Com. Tern on L. Palmdale in the Antelope Valley May 12
(JLD) was the first found inland away from the Salton Sea in spring.
An elusive Sandwich Tern around San Diego May 15+ (FAH) was
only the second found in California but could well be the same bird
present two years ago (Am. Birds 34:816. 1980). A Black Skimmer in
Goleta May 20 (TW) was exceptionally far n.

ALCIDS — Two breeding-plumaged Pigeon Guillemots at Pt.
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Dume were s. of the species’ normal range along the coast. A Marbled
Murrelet at Pt. Mugu May 8 (LB) was well to the s. of the species’
range. Two Ancient Murrelets at Pt. Mugu May 30 (LB) were
unexpected, there being fewer than ten occurrences between Apr. 30
and Oct. 1in s. California waters.

PIGEONS THROUGH WOODPECKERS — Band-tailed Pigeons
wandered widely as indicated by reports of nine individuals along the
coast of Los Angeles and San Diego Cos., along with reports of four
more individuals from the high desert area of e. California during
May. A White-winged Dove at Deep Springs, Inyo Co., May 22-29
(GMcC) was n. of the species’ normal range, and single birds at
Piedras Blancas, San Luis Obispo Co., May 24 + (RJ), in Goleta May
16-17 (WA) and at Pt. Mugu May 23 (LB). along with four seen on Pt.
Loma Apr. 30-May 24 (REW, DPa) were along the coast w. of the
species’ range. A Lesser Nighthawk in West Los Angeles Mar. 8
(JLD) had probably wintered locally. the date being some two weeks
earlier than when the first migrants could be expected in s.e. Califor-
nia. A Black Swift near Cambria, San Luis Obispo Co.. Apr. 30 (GPS)
was quite early; six seen in the Mt. Palomar/L. Henshaw area May 3
(RHi). two over Snow Creek Village. Riverside Co., May 11 (TG) and
one at Cajon Pass, San Bernardino Co., May 24 (DHo) were inland
and away from known nesting localities. Calliope Hummingbirds
appeared to be more numerous along the coast than normal during
April and early May with 20+ found around San Diego alone: a male
near Imperial Beach May 24 (TMx) was exceptionally late. A &
Broad-billed Hummingbird. a casual straggler to California, was at
Agua Caliente Springs. San Diego Co.. Mar. 15-21 (DD). A
Woodpecker at Whitewater, Riverside Co.. Apr. 28 (DI |
another at Barker Dam in Joshua Tree N.M.. Apr. 23-27 (SFB) had
strayed into the desert, and single birds on Pt. Loma May 4 (REW) &
21 (REW) were w. of the species” range. Five Lewis’ Woodpeckers
on Mt. Palomar May 3 (RH) were alittle late for this far s. A wintering
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (5.v. varius) in Silverado Canyon, Orange
Co.. remained through Mar. 15 (DRW). A Yellow-bellied (Red-
breasted) Sapsucker in Santa Barbara Apr. 15 (TW) and another on
Pt. Loma May S (REW) were both late for along the coast.

FLYCATCHERS — An E. Kingbird at Qasis. Mono Co., May 25
(JML) was the only one found this spring. A Scissor-tailed Fly-
catcher. a casual stray to California, was at Pt. Piedras Blancas May
3-10 (FRT) and what could have been the same bird was seen at
nearby Hearst's Castle May 18 (GPS). A Wied's Crested Flycatcher
at F.C.R.. May 29-30 (JSR) and another at nearby Panamint Springs
May 31 (HC) were n.w. of the species’ range. being on'y the second
and third ever found in Inyo County. A Least Flycatcher, a rare but
regular vagrant to California, was at Scotty's Castle in Death Valley
N.M.. May 23 (GMcC) and another was along Cottonwood Creek.
adjacent to Oasis, May 29 (JLD). Single Dusky Flycatchers. very rare
along the coast in spring, were seen on Pt. Loma Apr. 22 (REW) &
May 3 (REW). Seven Gray Flycatchers found along the coast be-
tween Apr. 18 and May 13 would appear about average for spring.

JAYS THROUGH SOLITAIRES — A Steller's Jay at Pt. Fermin.
Los Angeles Co.. May 27 (JAJ) and another in Hollywood May 30
(RL) were both in the coastal lowlands where rare at any time of the
year. Two Com. Ravens in Goleta Mar. 30 (WA) and two more there
May 18 (PEL) were in an area where only one has been recorded in
recent years: the ranges of the Com. Raven and Com. Crow along the
coast of California appear complex and deserve study, the one
species replacing the other at various points with no apparent change
in habitat. A Gray Catbird near Santa Maria Apr. 25 (JD) was
appreciably earlier than any of the previous eight spring occurrences
indicating it may have wintered locally: and was the first found along
the coast at this season; one at Deep Springs May 14-15 (J. Mawby.
fide DR) was in keeping with previous spring records. A Brown
Thrasher in Santa Barbara Mar. 10 (JLe) had probably wintered
locally but one at F.C.R.. May 21 (JL) was one of very few ever found
during the traditional period for eastern vagrants—late May to early
June. A Bendire's Thrasher in San Luis Obispo May 1 (FRT) would
appear to be the second ever found along the coast in spring. A Varied
Thrush in Sierra Madre. Los Angeles Co.. May 27 (B & EG) was
exceptionally late. A Townsend's Solitaire on Pt. Loma Apr. I8
(REW) was unexpected. as very few are found along the immediate
coast in spring.
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