SOUTHWEST REGION
Arizona
/Janet Witzeman

The heavy winter and spring rains, and subsequent flooding in some
areas, caused some habitat changes, especially along the Lower
Colora-do River where many study areas were flooded after the water
releases from Hoover Dam. In Prescott, flooded creeks and lakes that
backed up into surrounding woods created a good food base of frogs and
snakes for herons and a Black Hawk that took advantage of the
situation. Taking advantage of the situation—the habitat and conditions
that existed this summer in Arizona---<an be said to apply to most of
the species in the following report.

Besides the reports of species nesting in new areas, first nesting
records for the state were established for two species: Cave Swallow
and White-tailed Kite. It was, in fact, as Glinski put it, a very
“*kitey ' summer. The White-tailed Kites were found nesting in not just
one. but two areas, and a pair of Mississippi Kites was discovered
nesting in a new area '‘next door™' to one of the White-tailed Kite
territories.

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL — A loon (probably a Com.
Loon) was at Lower L. Mary June 25 (TS): there are few summer
records away from the Lower Colorado River (hereafter. L.C.R.).
White Pelicans are irregular visitors in summer away from the L.C.R.:
one was at Prescott June 6 for a first local record (CT) and one at Picacho
Res., July 30-31 (JS). An early imm. Brown Pelican was at Painted
Rock Dam June 14 (TC). Double-crested Cormorants nested again at
Painted Rock Dam where they were first found nesting in 1979 and
againin 1980: a nest with three young was observed there June 18 (RF).
A pair of adults plus imm. birds at Watson L., Prescott all summer was
an indication that the species probably nested there as well (CT): the
species was also present all summer at Roosevelt L.. e. of Phoenix (JP).

Great Blue Herons enjoyed a successful nesting season at 3 areas
around Prescott where 43 adults and young were counted during the
summer (CT). Once again Green Herons were found in the n.. with
singlese. of Tuba City June 11 (CLaR) and at Beaver Dam Wash June
24 (MK. BS): and there were more than usual at Prescott (CT). Wood
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Storks on and near the L.C.R.. where they are uncommon but regular,
were five immatures at Cibola N.W.R., June 9 (CH, G. Gould) and one
adult there July 9 (DK. LL). plus nine in Dome Valley June 24 (LL).
Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks nested successfully at Nogales, where
regular (KK er «l.) and summered again at Hereford (JB. AM. DDa).
One was at Phoenix July 29 (J. Everett) where the species is uncommon.
Three pairs of Gadwalls that produced 28 young at Willow L., Prescott
represented the first nesting record for that area (CT); the species breeds
on high mountain lakes in n. Arizona. A pair of Redheads, an uncom-
mon local breeder. raised a small brood at Patagonia L. (RS) for a first
local record: the species has nested elsewhere in the Arizona lowlands.

RAPTORS —
S.A.

White-tailed Kites were found nesting for the first time in the
state. In the pecan grove at Marana. n. of Tucson, where they
were first discovered a year ago. a pair at a nest seen July 12 (RG)
had produced three fledglings by July 25 (GM. BHa, RBa); at
least two young were with the pair there Aug. 12 (RG, GM). A
pair and two nests was also discovered at a new area s. of Casa
Grande July 29, and Aug. 5 two pairs were observed copulating
and carrying nesting material (MJ. TG). By Aug. 12 two adults
were seen in incubating posture on their respective nests 0.25 mi
apart in the tops of cottonwood trees there (RG, GM). Addition-
ally. two adults were photographed e. of Lochiel in the San
Rafael Valley July 2 (B. Wheeler).

Mississippi Kites were also found nesting in a new area where
one was spotted last August. At a pecan grove 0.25 mi from the
White-tailed Kites at Marana. a nest containing a week old young
was discovered July 12 (RG). However. the young was found
dead near the downed nest Aug. 12 after a severe wind storm
carlierin the week (RG. GM). Marana is s.w. of Winkelman, the
species’ traditional nesting site in the state.

It is interesting that both species of kites. having invaded the
state from opposite directions. should be nesting so close togeth-
er and in the same habitat. There was no record of either kite
species in the state before 1970. The Mississippi Kite was first
found nesting that year. and the first sight record of White-tailed
Kite was not until 1972.

Single Black Hawks summered again at Bill Williams Delta (hereaf-
ter. B.W. Delta) (m.ob.). and for the first time at Prescott where the
species has not been known to nest (CT). Swainson's Hawk is mainly
known as a migrant on the L.C.R.. so of interest was an adult at Cibola
N.W.R., June 30 (LL. JJ). A Harris’ Hawk observed on a nest in the
Sulphur Springs Valley July 6 represented one of the few breeding
records for extreme s.c. Arizona (AM. DDa er al.).

RAILS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS — A Clapper Rail was seen July
21 and Aug. 6 at Picacho Res.. where the species is found only intermit-
tently (GM). An ad. Purple Gallinule. a casual summer visitor in s.e.
Arizona, was photographed s. of Winkelman July 15 (ph. MO, KL).
farther n. than previously recorded.

There is water again at the ponds in Willcox. Among the migrating
shorebirds taking advantage of this were a Long-billed Curlew from at
least June 24 through the end of the period (m.ob.) and a second one
there June 29 (VM). a Marbled Godwit July 2 (JS) and up to 11 Stilt
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Blackbirds return very carly to s. Arizona lowlands: for example there
were 100 = ata pond in Kansas Settlement July 15 and 75 in Elfrida July
27 (AM. DDa).

Summer Tanager is suftering the same fate as the Yellow-billed
Cuckooon the L.C.R.: destruction of habitat—and worse. is even more
restricted in its habitat requirements. There were only about ten birds
present in known arcas of use this summer at Cibola N.W.R.. and B.W.
Delta (CH et al.).

A singing 4 Cardinal. uncommon on the L.C.R.. was present all
June n. of Ehrenberg (m.ob.). Indigo Bunting is a regular summer
resident in riparian arcas of s.e. Arizona: six males at the Muleshoe
Ranch Preserve July 6 was a good count (AM. DDa er al.). A singing
male was at Cibola N.-W.R.. June 10-12 (DK. KC. LL). The specics is
an uncommon and local summer resident on the L.C.R.

Red Crossbills. irregular residents in Arizona mountains. were pres-
ent in several arcas (RS, CT). including forests near Prescott where the
“birds will probably nest”™ (CT). Two pairs of Black-chinned Sparrows
with three young were found in July above Portal (RS. JD): the species is
only a local breeder in the Chiricahua Mts. . having been located at this
spot as recently as 1979.

CORRIGENDUM — Singing & Dusky Flycatchers in the Carrizo
Mts.. in June 1982 and July 1981 added another locality to the species’
summer range in n. and n.¢. Arizona (not n.w. Arizona). AB 36:1005
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