SOUTHWEST REGION
ARIZONA
/Janet Witzeman

A rather lackluster fall was brightened by a family group of
Golden-winged Warblers, the first Blue-winged Warbler since 1952
and Eared Trogons that continued to tantalize.

Although there were a few nuthatches and chickadees and several
Golden-crowned Kinglets found in the lowlands, no major movement
of montane and/or northern species materialized.

In the following report, the names of Elfrida, McNeal and
Bis-bee/Douglas sewage ponds appear frequently. These are areas
south of Willcox in southeast Arizona that have received increased
cover-age during the past year, and any records from that previously
little covered area help to plug up the holes in our knowledge of the
state's avifauna.

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS — Loons recorded away
from the Lower Colorado R. (hereafter, L.C.R.) were two Com.
Loons at Upper L. Mary Nov. 3 (J. Shipley), and an Arctic Loon at
Prescott Oct. 19, which provided only the second recent record for
that area (CT). A total of one Arctic and five Commons was recorded
on the L.C.R., during the period (CH ez al.). Horned Grebes were
found in two areas: one at Phoenix Oct. 2-12 (DSj) and one at Nogales
Nov. 19 (JBo). A W. Grebe at Becker L., on the late date of Nov. 26
was of the dark phase(DDa,JBe), the only form recorded so far in the
northeast.

White Pelicans continued to be numerous and widespread. Several
scattered flocks were on L. Havasu during August and early
Septem-ber and 300+ were counted on Cibola N.W.R., Oct. 2 (DL
et al.). Five were observed at Prescott Oct. 15 with one remaining
until Nov. 11 (H & AG, CT), four at Tucson Nov. 25-30 JD et al.) and
additional individuals were at Alamo L., Aug. 17-18 (P. Glinski, TS),
Phoenix October-December (TG er al.) and w. of McNeal Oct. 6-12
and Nov. 10 (AM). As usual, Brown Pelicans wandered N late
July to mid-September: individuals were recorded at Tonapah, w.
of Phoenix (DK), Picacho Res. (DSj), San Carlos Res. (B. Thomas)
and St. David (T. Heatley), as well as five to six at Painted Rock
Dam (hereafter, P.R.D.) (PB et al.). The Picacho Res. bird was an
adult; one of the very few ever recorded inland in the southwest.

A Double-crested Cormorant, a scarce transient in the northeast,
was at Becker L., Nov. 26 (DDa, JBe). Olivaceous Cormorants at
Patagonia L. increased from seven in mid-September to at least 15 in
mid-November (PN, DDe er al.). One of the bizarre records of the fall
was of the discovery of an imm. frigatebird perched in a eucalyptus
tree in a Tucson yard at night, on the late date of Oct. 7 (GG, PN,
m.ob.). All of the previous records have occurred from late June to
mid-September.

HERONS, IBISES — The third and fourth Louisiana Herons of
the year was recorded at San Simon Cienaga, e..of Portal, Sept. 13
(R.T. Scholes, F.P. Smith) and Gillespie Dam, w. of Phoenix Oct.
31+ (CB er al.). The individual recorded at Tucson in June remained
until Aug. 22 (DSj, SG er al.). Records of Cattle Egrets in the
southeast (where formerly rare) continued to multiply. From one to
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six were seen n. of Elfrida Sept. 24-Nov. 22, four were w. of McNeal
Oct. 2 (AM) and one was at Willcox Oct. 9 (S. King). More unusual
was one at Prescott Oct. 31 (CT). Four at Tucson Sept. 26 (B. Pollock)
and four at Phoenix Nov. 13 (RBr) were the only other ones reported
during the fall. Individual Great Egrets, uncommon in the southeast,
were present n. of Elfrida Sept. 24-Oct. 6 and w. of McNeal Oct. 8
(AM).

White-face Ibises were found in good numbers w. of McNeal
through September with a high of 90 Sept. 28 (AM). A late individual
was at Benson Nov. 27-28 (PN, JBo). Surprising were two probable
White Ibises seen flying N of Ehrenberg, L.C.R., Oct. 7 (tLL). There
were only 4 previous state records.

WATERFOWL — In addition to the White-fronted Geese on the
L.C.R.—I5 on L. Havasu Sept. 22 (GM) and 11 at Cibola N.W.R.,
Sept. 24 (DK, LL)—two were at Tucson Oct. 20 into December (JD,
GG et al.), one w. of Phoenix Sept. 23-30 (J. Burton), and more
unusual were one to five during October and November near McNeal
(AM, TD, DDa). Snow Geese were more widespread and numerous
than usual away from the L.C.R., in November; notable were up to 20
at McNeal (AM, PN) three at Bisbee/Douglas sewage ponds (AM),
up to three at Tucson (PN, GG, WD) and individuals at Sierra Vista,
Willcox, Nogales, Phoenix; and a blue morph at Kayenta Nov. 29
(C. LaRue). Two Ross’ Geese were at Poston and a high of 20 were
with the 500 Snow Geese at Topock, L.C.R., in November (CH), plus
individuals were near McNeal (ph. AM), Sierra Vista, Willcox (PN)
and Tucson (WD, GG).

Black-bellied Whistling Ducks were found nesting in 2 areas—at
the Benson sewage ponds for the first time—a pair with nine young
were observed Sept. 14 (BB, DDe), and at the Nogales sewage pond,
a pair with 13 young during October (JBo ez al.). In addition 14 were at
Marana, n. of Tucson Aug. 22 (S. Suter) and up to seven at Tucson
during August (JBo, SG). A ? Greater Scaup, an uncommon migrant,
especially away from the L.C.R., was observed at Tucson Nov. 21

American Birds, March-April 1983











