





opes made a very poor showing with no reports received of Reds on land
or of Northerns for the entire month of April (m.ob.).

JAEGERS THROUGH ALCIDS — Parasitic Jaegers were seen from
shore at Pigeon Pt., May 4 (PJM) and Pt. Lobos St. Reserve May 27
(JE). As expected, Pomarines far outnumbered Parasitics offshore with
only a single Parasitic reported: Monterey Bay May 14 (AB. DE). There
were no reports of Long-tailed Jaeger or S. Polar Skua.

An ad. Laughing Gull at Lower Klamath N.W.R., Apr. 24 (ph. S§)
was perhaps the season’s most unexpected find: all previous Regional
records are coastal. Three ad. Franklin's Gulls was a typical showing:
Mad R. estuary Apr. 23 (fide LD): Pajaro Dunes, Santa Cruz, May 24 (J
& RW); Pinos. Monterey. May 26 (TJE). The Stockton sewage ponds
continue to attract attention as a haven for small dark-headed gulls. The
ad. Black-headed Gull was last seen there Apr. 10 (fide SFB). As last
spring, the wintering ad. Little Gull was joined by a second adult Apr.
22-May 4: however, three Little Gulls there Apr. 26-30, established a
Regional and probably w. North American record count. The last single
bird was seen May 9 (all DY et al.).

A Glaucous-winged Gull was inland at the Stockton sewage ponds
Mar. 9 (DY) and single Glaucous Gulls at Princeton harbor Mar. 1 (fide
PJM) and Bodega Bay Apr. [4 (CH) were the only ones seen. An injured
Black-legged Kittiwake at Five Brooks pond. Marin. Mar. 7 (fide JE)
and another injured bird at Palo Alto Baylands Apr. 3 (fide WB) were
unusual slightly inland. Sabine’s Gulls were reported in normal numbers
offshore May 14-June 4 (m.ob.) and 30 were noted passing Santa Cruz
May 15 (BLaB).

It is unclear whether the low number of Com. Tern reports truly
represents a poor migration. Arctic Terns were seen offshore on Monte-
rey Bay May 14 (18—AB. DE), near F.I.. May 21 (3—RWL). and at
Cordelle Banks May 21 (3—AB). From shore. ten passed Santa Cruz
May 15 (BLaB). Several Least Terns on S.F. Bay at W. Pittsburgh in
early May were suspected of nesting nearby (fide SFB); there is no
confirmed nesting n. of the Alameda arca. Two Black Terns at Hayward
May 17 (BR) provided the only coastal report.

A pair of Black Skimmers frequented the Alameda area May 2-18
(SFB. AE. JM et al.}, at least the male of which was banded. A pair of
banded skimmers was here last year and we predict skimmers may soon
breed in suitable habitat on s. S.F. Bay. Also in an area of suitable
breeding habitat was a skimmer at Moss Landing May 13-14 (KVV,
KC, ph. PHo). where sightings are increasing.

The warm waters of *‘El Nifo'* were undoubtedly responsible for the
frequent sightings of Xantus' Murrelets with one on Monterey Bay May
14 (AB), four at the Cordelle Banks May 21 (AB, DE), one near F.I..
May 21 (JW)and two there May 29 (AB). Near shore one was at Bodega
Harbor May 21 (AB. DE) and two were at Pt. Lobos. Monterey, May 27
(TJE).

PIGEONS THROUGH GOATSUCKERS -— Band-tailed Pigeons
were generally scarce except at Palomarin where **excellent numbers’”
were present after mid-April. In Carmichael, Sucramento. small flocks
were seen overhead through May 22 (TM). At least 7 active Barn Owl
nests at Lawrence Livermore Laboratory (KHb, AE) indicated a con-
tinuing strong population in the Livermore Valley (see AB 36:1012).
however none was reported elsewhere. Despite much field work by
observers (RAE er al.) in the n.w. counties in May, only one Flammu-
lated Owl was found near Salyer (M.R. Stoll). A Pygmy Owl at Cedar
Pass, Warner Mts., Mar. 20 (KHb, PU) and a Spotted Ow] at Arroyo
Seco. Monterey, Apr. 9 (JW) were at previously unpublished locations.
There are now at least 3 separate sites where at least three Barred Owls
have been found: Redwood N.P.. Del Norte. Mar. 3-Apr. 20 (TRAE et
al.); Salyer. Trinity, March-May + (KVR. JWB, "RAE e1 al.); Willow
Cr., Humboldt, Apr. 30-May 2 (RLeV. TRAE, KVR). The Willow Cr.
bird was discovered for the first time this season. Long-eared Owl was
found breeding in early May at Shasta Valley, Siskivou (RE. MR) and
Estero Trail, P.R.N. S. (C. Cutler, fide JE). Only five Short-eared Owls
were reported: three at Lower Klamath N.W.R. (CSt): one at Grizzly
Is., Solano (BED). one at Creighton Ranch (RH). This species seems to
be in serious trouble within the Region. A Saw-whet Owl was heard in
Coulter Pine at 3000 ft elevation on Fremont Peak. San Benito, May 1
(KVV, KQ), apparently a new location for this *vagarious'" species. A
Poor-will at Creighton Ranch May 12 (RH) was a rarity on the s. San
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Joaquin Valley floor from where there are only 4 previous records (fide
KH., RH). A Chordeiles sp. near Ash Mt.. Sequoia N.P., Apr. 19
(GSM) must have been a vagrant Lesser Nighthawk: the earliest record
of a Common in the Region is May 23. Other vagrant Lessers were on
the coast at Pt. Reyes May 3 (fide SFB) and at F.1.. May 24.

SWIFTS THROUGH HUMMINGBIRDS — Ten Vaux's Swift at
Stone Lagoon, Humboldr. Mar. 12 apparently wintered (GJS). Passage
of Vaux's Swift spanned Apr. 16-May 8 with a peak of 1000 + moving
N over Willow Cr., May 8 (KVR). An early one at Novato Mar. 28
(KFC) and three at F.1., May 21 were the only reports outside the above
dates away from breeding areas. Migratory flocks of Vaux's Swifts took
refuge from inclement weather in chimneys in coastal San Mateo (PIM).
Four + & Black-chinned Hummingbirds near Greenhorn P., Yreka
May 11+ was an unusual number there (RE. MR). Rufous Humming-
bird migration was strong at Corral Hollow. San Joaquin (DY) and
coastally with 24 at Palomarin Mar. 11-Apr. 25 and nine at F.1., Apr. 17
a ‘‘remarkable high™*. Four + & Anna's and one + & Allen’s hum-
mingbirds displaying at 5200 ft on Ironside Mt., Trinity, June 2 (RAE)
was at high elevation. One Anna’s singing in Susan R. Canyon, Lassen,
May 15 was beyond the boundries of its **Pacific drainage’” distribution
and is further evidence of breeding there (see AB 36:1013). Six coastal
Costa’s Hummingbirds Apr. 17-May 23 was a remarkable showing:
three females at F.I1., one male at Palomarin Apr. 29, one female or
imm. male at Bodega Harbor May 8 (KFC. JG) and an imm. male at
McKinleyville May 7-8 (LD. RLeV er al.). Calliope Hummingbird
migration spanned Apr. 8-May 10 in the interior with a peak of 20 at
Corral Hollow. San Joaquin, May 1 (DY). Five unusual locations (4
coastal) for Calliopes (all males) included singles at F.1., Apr. 5; Berke-
ley Apr. 17 (KHb): one found dead in Sebastopol. Sonoma, Apr. 26
(CH.* Bodega Marine Lab); Bodega Bay Apr. 27 & May 6 (PH. NTC,
L. Rodgers); Ammon Cr.. s. of Salyer Humbold:, Apr. 29 (KVR).

WOODPECKERS — Up to 15 Lewis” Woodpeckers in San Antonio
Valley, Santa Clara, through mid-May (AE, GB. WB er al.) was the
highest number reported. Three **Red-naped”” Sapsuckers were found,
all in the n.w. counties: Forks of Salmon Apr. 3 (MR) and Weed Apr. 29
(MR), both Siskivou, and a male at Ironside Mt. (elev. 3900 ft) Trinity,
May 26 (R.J. Reynolds, KVR). The latter record was intriguing as it
involved an apparently territorial bird. however it could not be relocated
after this initial sighting. Nuttall's Woodpecker was found coastward of
breeding areas as late as Apr. 3 near Olema. Marin (DS).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS — An E. Kingbird at
Klamath May 30 (RAE) was the first and only report: most records are in
summer. Movement of W. Kingbirds was impressive at both interior
and coastal locations: peak numbers and dates include 15+ near Coul-
terville, Mariposa. Apr. 10 (HLC). ten at Alcatraz Is.. S.F. Bay Apr. 15
(HP, I. Timossi). and ten at Klamath Apr. 26 (RAE). Cassin’s Kingbird
was again found nesting in Corral Hollow May 20 (DY, AE) and one
migrating N overhead at L. Merced, S.F.. Apr. 15 (PU) was most
unusual. Spring sightings of E. Phoebe have been increasing in recent
years; one was at Salmon Cr.. in Bodega. Sonoma. May 8-31 (¥NTC,
tKFC, JG er al.). A Say’s Phoebe in Corral Hollow May 24 suggested
nesting there (DY); there are no breeding records for San Joaquin. Say's
Phoebe is a rare migrant in the n.w. counties: six were reported Mar. 14-
late April with three in coastal Del Norte. and one each in Humbold:,
Trinity and Siskivou (m.ob.). Empidonaces **seemed somewhat scarce™’
during migration in the Sacramento Valley (TM), however coastal pas-
sage was exceptional (P.R.B.O., DDeS) as characterized by 6 species
May 19 on outer Pt. Reyes (DDeS). Reports of Willow Flycatchers
earlier than May are highly suspect: in the future extratemporal reports
should be accompanied by supporting details. The migratory passage of
Willows was concentrated in the last 2 weeks of May. as usual. Arrival
at Ackerson Meadows, Tuolumne, was pinpointed to May 16 (none
present May 14) with two individuals responding to tapes (NN). A Least
Flycatcher at Pt. Reyes May 19-20 (¥DDeS. +JE) was one of few
mainland spring records. Hammond's Flycatcher migration spanned
Apr. 18-May 20 in the lowlands. Seemingly territorial Hammond’s at
Lost Claim Campground. Stanislaus N.F., Tuolumne (elev. 3000 ft) in
May and early June suggested breeding at that low elevation (MM).
Dusky Flycatcher lowland migrants were found Apr. 18-May 12 in the
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C.V. (RJB, TM. DY), Apr. 20-May 12 in the n.w. counties (KVR,
RAE, RleV) and May 3-28 on the coast of F.I. and Pt. Reyes (DDeS,
JE. RS). One singing at Chew's Ridge., Monterey, May 28 (PU, KHB,
*San Diego Mus. Nat. Hist.) was a location where breeding has been
suspected for years but has yet to be confirmed. *'Unprecedented™
numbers of Gray Flycatchers were recorded at lowland locations Apr.
15-May 21 with ten at F.1.. 16+ in the n.w. counties (I3 + in Hum-
boldt—RAE, KVR, J§, CAT), four in the C.V. (RJB, BED. TM, DY)
and five on the c. coast (m.ob.). First county records were apparently
provided in Trinity Apr. 28-May 5 (JWB et al.}. San Joaquin Apr. 23
(DY . R. Acker) and Merced Apr. 15 (TRIB). Passage of W. Flycatcher
was unimpressive, although reporting was light. An unprecedented
wave of W. Wood Pewees littered F.1.. May 22-29 with a peak of 80
present May 28, of which 59 were banded.

At Palomarin, higher numbers of Violet-green Swallows than any
other year corresponded with a marked scarcity of Tree Swallows. A
Barn Swallow at Ackerson Meadows in Yosemite Mar. 31 (JW) was
slightly earlier than the previous early date for the Sierra.

CORVIDS THROUGH THRASHERS — A Scrub Jay at L. Almanor
May 12 (IDAA) was within the time period of spring wandering from
breeding areas. Pifon Jay was confirmed breeding at Markleville, Al-
pine. May 27 (LCB). Twenty + Clark’s Nutcrackers at L. Almanor
Apr. 20 provided the only spring records from that area (DAA). A
Black-capped Chickadee at Salyer Apr. 16 (JWB) furnished one of few
Trinity records. Chestnut-backed Chickadees nesting at Ackerson
Meadow May 30 (JW) furnished the second confirmed breeding record
for Yosemite N.P. (first 1982; AB 36:891). Perhaps the harsh weather
has affected Bushtits. At Palomarin good recovery was evident in March
and April, however there were no successful nests and the species was
scarce by the end of the period; in Placer it was rare all season (MA).
Winter Wren was found both above and below its known altitudinal
range in the Yosemite Sierra (MM). Single Bewick's Wrens n.e. of
Litchfield, Lassen, Mar. 12 and n. of Honey L., Mar. 13 (HLC) pro-
vided early ‘‘arrival’’ dates for the Great Basin district of the Region.
however, because this population is in part resident. in part migratory,
influx is difficult to assess. A Brown Thrasher at Ranch del Oso Mar. 25
(tGJS, R. Sermon) provided the second Santa Cruz record of a species
that seems capable of appearing anywhere at anytime, although rarely.

THRUSHES THROUGH STARLINGS — With the exception of ten
in Willow Cr. Canyon, Soroma. Mar. 19 (LCB), Varied Thrush was
rare away from breeding areas. One ? Mountain Bluebird at Bodega
Head Apr. 13 (CH) and one near Orick, Humboldt, Apr. 26 (GJS) fell
within the phenology of spring coastal vagrant records. Departure dates
for wintering Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were well recorded: Half Moon
Bay Mar. 17 (PJM), and three that wintered at Palomarin were last seen
Mar. 31, Apr. 14, and May 3. respectively. One at Killgore Hills near
Yreka Apr. 12 (RE) was early for the n.w. counties and one at Smith R,
Apr. 30 (GSL) was a n. coast rarity (3rd Del Norte record). Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were found very late in the lowlands. Last dates from
representative locations include: one at Carmichael May 22 (TM), two
on outer Ft. Reyes May 28 (JM), two on Mt. Tamalpais. Marin, June 4
(DSi). OnF.I., 3 migrant pulses were noted: Apr. 6 (15), Apr. 16(225),
May 3 (25). Cedar Waxwings lingered through spring in the C.V. (DY,
RJB, TM; and in the Willow Cr. area (KVR): at Bolinas. after an earlier
absence, “here was a strong surge of waxwings in late May (DDeS).
Single Loggerhead Shrikes at Klamath Mar. 17 (RAE) and F.1., Apr. 19
were extremely rare at each location. Even more unusual at F.1., the
substantial Starling population had vacated the island by Apr. 30!

VIRECS THROUGH WARBLERS — A White-eyed Vireo at Pt.
Reyes Lighthouse May 19 (tDHE. JH. tDDeS) was a true rarity provid-
ing the Region with the fourth record, all in spring. Hutton's Vireo,
unknown to the Sutter Buttes 5 years ago, continue to be found there
rarely with three singing Apr. 16-17 (WA, BED). A Yellow-throated
Vireo at Elk Head, n. of Trinidad, Humboldt, Apr. 28 (GSL., GIS et al.)
furnished the fifth Regional record and a first for the n.w. counties.
Solitary Vireo migration spanned Apr. 9-May 21. A single Red-eyed
Vireo was at F.1., May 22. Passage of Warbling Vireo through the C.V.
was unusually heavy (BED) and spanned Apr. 16-May 18 (WA, RIB.
BED, DY) with peaks Apr. 25 in Merced and May 11 at Gray Lodge.
One singing at Oak Grove P., San Joaguin, June 3 was quite late (DY).
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Wintering Black-and-white Warblers were last seen near Ft. Dick
Mar. 6 (JAR) an at Half Moon Bay Mar. 17 (P]JM): one at Golden Gate
P., Mar. 12 (PU. KHB) may have wintered locally. Five coastal mi-
grants were found Apr. 19-May 23. Three Tennessee Warblers at F.1.,
Apr. 22 were very early; ten at F.1.. May 23-29 and one at Dillon Beach,
Marin, May 22 (JE) were more typical. Of two Tennessees at Half
Moon Bay Mar. 17, at least one wintered (PJM). Orange-crowned
Warbler migration pulsed Apr. 17, May 4 & 13 at F.I. Six Nashville
Warblers at Half Moon Bay Mar. 10 was an exceptional winter concen-
tration (PJM); numbers were fairly high everywhere in the lowlands
with 30 at Willow Cr., Apr. 25 (KVR) the highest number reported.
Interestingly. only one Nashville was at F.1., and that at the late date of
May 23. Three N. Parulas were reported on the coast: S.F.. May 3 (fide
SFB): Five Brooks. Marin, May 25 (fide SFB): F.I.. May 28. Five
Magnolia Warblers on the immediate coast May 23-30 included a Del
Norte first at Pt. Saint George May 30 (RAE). The only Cape May
Warbler was a male at F.I., May 26. **Last’” and late dates for **“Myr-
tle’” Warblers include one female at Mines Rd., Alameda, May 10
(DDeS), one female at Klamath May 15 (RAE), and one male at Pt.
Reyes June 2 (JE). At Hennessy Peak, Trinity, the first **Audubon’s™
Warbler singing on territory was Apr. 14 (KVR). Little is known about
arrival dates of montane species to breeding grounds but information is
slowly accruing. One Black-throated Gray Warbler near W. Sacramen-
to. Yolo, Mar. 26 probably wintered locally (TM); primary movement
through the C.V. occurred Apr. 9-May 8 (WA, RIB, BED). Black-
throated Grays were first singing on territory in Trinity, Apr. 7(KVR), at
Ackerson Meadow. Yosemite Apr. 10 (JW) Sequoia N.P., Apr. 10
(GSM), and Santa Clara Apr. 12 (WB). Townsend's Warbler moved
through the C.V., Apr. 17-May 17. Four coastal Black-throated Green
Warblers was a high spring count; three were at F.1., May 22-24 and a
male was at Pt. Reyes May 28-29 (JM, AE, GB, m.ob.). Extremely rare
in spring, especially on the mainland, was a Blackburnian Warbler at
Santa Cruz May 21 (B. Palfalvy. fide SFB). A singing Yellow-throated
Warbler (D.d. albilora) was at Pacific Grove May 27 (W. Russell. DR):
there have been 6 mainland spring records since the first in 1979.
Chestnut-sided, Bay-breasted and Blackpoll warblers were absent. Sin-
gle Palm Warblers were at Crescent City Apr. 21 (a winterer—RAE)
and F.1., May 26. Single Ovenbirds were at Pt. Reyes May 20 (JE) and
Lanphere Dunes, Humboldt. May 25-27 (RAE): five were at F.1., May
23-28. A Kentucky Warbler was at F.I., May 23, where most records
originate. Six Yellow-breasted Chats were singing at Gray Lodge after
arriving Apr. 25 with three remaining through the period; this species
was not known to breed there prior to 1982 (BED). Coastal migrant
chats were at Bodega Bay Apr. 27 (PH, NTC) and Santa Cruz May 2
(BLaB). A ? Hooded Warbler was at F.I.. May 23. A first-year &
Canada Warbler at Pt. Reyes May 28 (JM) furnished apparently the first
mainland spring record: the other five spring records are from F.1. Four
coastal Am. Redstarts were found May 21-27.

ICTERIDS THROUGH TANAGERS — One Bobolink visited F.1.,
May 24. Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Moss Landing Apr. 30 (15—
L.CB) and Ft. Dick May 3 (one male—JAR) were rare coastal vagrants.
Two-four Tricolored Blackbirds nesting at the n. end of Honey L., May
28 (TM) apparently established a new breeding station. Five W. Tan-
agers in March must have wintered locally.

FRINGILLIDS — Eight Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were concentrated
near the c. coast May 16-28. Blue Grosbeaks at unusual locations
include an imm. male at Bucks Meadow (elev. 2900 ft), Toulumne, May
15 (MM eral.) and a male at F.1., May 19 Six Indigo Buntings (includ-
ing three at F.1.) were on the c. coast Apr. 23-May 28. Five & Lazuli
Buntings had returned to Sequoia N.P.. by Apr. 26 (GSM): coastal
migrant peaks included eight at Neary’s Lagoon, Santa Cruz, May 1-2
(BLaB er al.) and eight at Klamath May 8 (RAE). A & Dickcissel at
Trinidad May 17 (GJS, GSL, IS, RAE et al.) provided the third n. coast
record (all Humbold?), first for spring. The only Pine Grosbeaks were 16
at the Cedars, Placer (6000 ft elev.) Apr. 16 (TB et al.). The dearth of
Pine Siskins continues (LF, P.R.B.O.). An Am. Goldfinch in Sequoia
N.P., at 4000 ft, Mar. 9 (GSM) provided apparently a first record for
Sequoia/Kings Canyon N.P. (fide GSM). Three Green-tailed Towhees
in the San Joaquin Valley was unusual; Creighton Ranch May 3 (KH),
RuAnn Dairy May 3 (fide KH), both Tulare, and Fresno May 6-10 (fide
KH). Less unusual was one near Auburn May 6-10 (MA). Six singing
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Grasshopper Sparrows near Tres Pifios, San Benito, May 28 (KVV, KC)
were at a new location. Migrant Vesper Sparrows were noted on the n.
coast Apr. 7-23 (FB, GJS, ez al.). Rufous-crowned Sparrow was found
breeding at Palomarin for the first time since 1979. Several pairs of
Rufous-crowned and Sage sparrows at Corral Hollow (DY) were pre-
viously unknown as breeding species in San Joaguin County (fide DY).
A singing Clay-colored Sparrow at Pt. Reyes May 10 & 12 (RS) pro-
vided the second mainland spring record (first 1982) for the Region.
Brewer's Sparrows were in the C.V. at Creighton Ranch Apr. 26 & 28
(RH) and three at L. Yosemite May 12 (RJB). One at Trinidad, Hum-
bold:, May 17 (JS, GSL er al.) was a n. coast rarity. After a strong
showing this winter, Harris’ Sparrow were found in good numbers with
three in the C.V. (BED, AE, DY) and three in the n.w. counties (RAE,
GSL et al.); the last date in both areas was May 2. White-crowned
Sparrow migration spanned Apr. 6-May 16 at F.I., with pulses Apr. 18
(43) and May 3 (15). The winter’s dearth of Fox Sparrows continued
through spring (m.ob.). Lincoln’s Sparrow was recorded at low breed-
ing (?) elevations in the Sierra: Ackerson Meadow, May 15 (JW) and
Yosemite Valley May 29 (VJ). The last (and only) Swamp Sparrow
report was from Palo Alto Baylands Mar. 17 (F. Damminger, fide WB).
Two Lapland Longspurs that wintered in San Mateo, at Redwood
Shores were last seen Mar. 2 (PJM). Fifteen Laplands at L. Talawa Apr.
2 (KHb, PU) and one near Orick May 7 (GJS) were the last ones
reported.

CORRIGENDA — In AB 36:327, the sentence on Barn Swallow
should read *“. . . and seven were inland at Los Banos Dec. 29 (fide
KFC).”’ Also in that report ‘‘one Lapland Longspur was near Davis,
Yolo Co. (not Solano Co.) Jan 23 (RAE). In AB 37:221 the Black-and-

white Warbler at San Jose should be credited to Peter LaTourette, not
WBa.
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