
 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION 
/Guy McCaskie 

The moist warm weather of last summer continued on into the fall 
eliminating much of the normally occurring coastal fog. Ocean tempera
tures were 2-3 degrees higher than normal. but apart from the early 
arrival of Black-vented Shearwaters. pelagic birding was uneventful. 
An impressive variety of vagrant landbirds. especially wood warblers. 
was found. but many remained for only short periods of time and were 
consequently seen by fewer than the normal number of observers 
("twitchers" in British lingo). 

LOONS. GREBES - Two Arctic Loons on L. Henshaw in the 
mountains of San Diego County Oct. 19 < RHi) were inland where rarely 
found. A flock of 14 ad. Com. Loons on L. Henshaw Oct. I (RHi) were 
clearly fall migrants. and give us one of the earlier dates for the arrival 
of fall migrants in s. California: one at F.C.R .. Nov. 8 (DDi) was at 
an unusual locality. A Horned Grebe at F.C.R .. Oct. I 9 ( DDi) and 
another near Lancaster. Los Angeles Co .. Nov. 6 (KLG) were the 
only ones found inland away from a large body of water. and 15 on 
L. Perris. Riverside Co .. Nov. 25 + (TM) was the largest number 
reported on a large inland body of water this fall. 
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ALBATROSSES. SHEAR\\'ATERS. STORl\1-PETRELS - The 
only Black-footed Albatrosses repllrted were three far off Santa Barbara 
Oct. 22-2J (REW) and IJ in the ,ame area Nm·. 5-6 1Jl\l). Two N. 
Fu I mars at the Cortez Banks off San Diegll Sept. 11 I REW) had prob
ably summered lllcally: ,, intering bird, started tll appear in late Septem
ber. with 20 llff San Diego by Ckt. 19 I DP01. and remained rclati,·cly 
common into December. Two Flesh-footed Shearnaters. rare ins. Cali
fornia waters. were along the Santa Lucia Escarpment off Santa Barbara 
Nov. 5-6 (JM ). Small numbers of Buller·s Shearwater,. rare fall visitor, 
to s. California water,. were present llffshore a, indicated by up to eight 
being seen during various boat trip, Sept. 25-Nov. 6. \\ ith one off San 
Diego (actually in Mexican water,! Oct. 19 1DPn) being exceptionally 
far s. for so close to shon:. Shnrt-taikd Shcarwater, arc normally n:ry 
rare in the Region ,o one off Morro Bay. San Luis Obispo Co .. Sept. 25 
(JMcD. ph .. S. D.N .H .M. ). seven off Santa Barbara Nov. 5-(1 iJM I. one 
seen from shore in Goleta. Santa Barbara Cll .. No,·. 2➔ (PEL). and two 
off San Diego Oct. 19 (DPo) were unexpected. Black-vented Shear
waters were more numerou, than usual with I 0.000 off San Diego Oct. 
19 (DPo) and 100 a, far n. a, .\lorro Bay Sept. 25 1T\IE1. A Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel 5 mi off Long Beach. Los Angele, Co .. Aug. 7 tKLCi) 
was only the 5th to be found in s. California waters. A Fork-tailed 
Storm-Petrel. a ca,ual stray to s. California. wa, off Ventura Aug. 29 
(CD). An Ashy Storm-Petrel off San Dieg\l Sept. 7 ( DPo) wa, unusually 
far s. for thi, time of the year. A Black Storm-Petrel off Pt. Loma. San 
Diego Co .. No,·. 2➔ (REW) wa, late. Lea,t Storm-Petrels \\ere relati\'e
ly common as indicated by 150 off Long Beach Aug. 7 1KLG1. and 
remained later than expected a, indicated b, 20 ::+: nff Santa Barbara 
Oct. 22-2J tREW). 

TROPICBIRDS THROLGH FRIGATEBIRDS -- A Red-billed Tro
picbird found recently dead on a beach in Coronado. San Diego Co .. 
Sept. 2➔ (MR. *S.D.N.H.1\1.) wa, the only one reported. An imm. 
Brown Booby that remained for 2 hrs around a sport fi,hing b\lat J mi 
n. w. of Santa Barbara I.. Oct. 29 I ALH I "a, only the 2nd en:r repllrted 
off the coast of s. California. l\,enty-six Brnwn Pelicans were ,till 
present on the Salton Sea Oct. 21 (SC') with one remaining at Salton City 
as late as No\'. 9 (MG). Magnificent Frigatehird, continued Ill be ,irtu
ally nonexistent. but one near Pt. Piedra, Blanca,. San Lui, Obi,pll Co .. 
Sept. 19 (BW) wa, unmually far n .. and nne o,-cr L. Henshaw Aug. X 
(RHi) and another at N.E.S.S .. Aug. 27 iRMcKI were inland. 

HERONS THROUGH STORKS - Twn or three Little Blue Heron, 
were present around Imperial Beach. San Diego Co .. throughout the 
period (EC): this species i, now evidently resident in this area. An imm. 
Tricolored Heron on L. Hen,haw (kt. IX I RHi I wa, at a mo,t unu,ual 
location. being the first to be found inland away from the Salton Sea and 
Colorado R. Valley. The ad. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron remained at 
San Elijo Lagoon. San Diego Co .. through Aug. 2LJ I CGE). but was not 
been seen thereafter. An imrn. Roseate Spoonbill at S.E.S.S .. Sept. ➔-

10 (BBa) wa, the first to be found in California ,inee 19X0. Two Wood 
Storks near Palo Verde. Imperial Co .. Aug. 12 !DK) were along the 
Colorado R .. where rare. and two on L. Hodges. San Diego Co .. Oct. 8-
9 (KW) were along the coa,t where mm crn1,idered casual. 

WATERFOWL - Twenty Fulvous Whistling-Duck-, on finney L.. 
near S.E.S.S .. Aug. 11 (JLD) wa, a large number by today·s standards. 
A tlock of 25 Tundra Swans in !light over Morro Bay Nov. 25 (EAC) 
were the only ones reported. Single Ross· Geese in Goleta Nov. 2X + 
(PEL). in Santa Barbara Nov. 2J-28 (NSC). at Pt. Mugu. Ventura Co .. 
Nov. 20 (LB) and on L. Hodges Nov. 20-"- 1KW) were along the coast 
where scarce. and single birds at Saratoga Springs. San Bernardino Co .. 
Nov. 11 (BWK) and at nearhy F.C.R .. Nov. 26 (REW) were in an area 
where few indeed have been recorded. A flock of 20-30 Wood Ducb on 
L. Sherwood. Ventura Co .. during late Nlln:mber (JDL) was a large 
concentration for anywhere in s. California. A cl Eur. Wigeon at San 
Elijo Lagoon Oct. 2 (JZ) established the earliest arrival date for this rare 
winter visitant to s. California. and at least 15 nl(lre were known to be 
present in the Region by the end of November. A o Tufted Duck on L. 
Perris Nov. 25 + (TM) was undoubtedly one of the two found wintering 
here a year ago. The 9 King Eider found summering in Ventura re
mained through Sept. IX (DB). A o Harlequin Duck ,een on San Diego 
Bay Oct. 5 (AMcM) was unusually far,. and i, believed to have been 
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present all summer. and another at Carpinteria No,·. 25 + (JOg) is only 
the Jrd e,-cr found in Santa Barbara County. The only Black Scoter 
reported wa, one in Huntington Beach Nm·. 27 + (R & M\V). An imm. 
Surf Scoter at Deep Springs. Inyo Co .. (kt. 20 (SC). four males on L. 
Henshaw Nov. I ➔ !RHi) and a female at N.E.S.S .. Oct. 9 !RMcK) were 
inland. A Com. Merganser on Otay L.. San Diego Co .. Sept. 26 ( DPo) 
had probably summered locally since wintering birds do not normally 
arrive in ,. California before November. 

HAWKS. FALCONS - Two Black-shouldered Kites at Harper Dry 
L.. San Bernardino Co .. Oct. I (1 I SC) were somewhat e. of the ,pecies· 
normal range. An imrn. Bald Eagle at Harbor L.. in Long Beach Nov. 2 
(RHo) wa, at an unu,ual locality. A Red-shouldered Hawk in Blythe. 
Riverside Co .. Aug. 21 iBBr) and another near there No,·. 22+ (SCI) 
were well to the c. of any area of regular occurrence. The only Broad
winged Hawks found this fall were an immature in the Fremont Valley. 
Kern Co .. Oct. 2 (MH). another at Morongo Valley. San Bernardino 
Co .. Oct. J (REW). a Jrd at the summit of .\11. Palomar. San Diego Co .. 
Oct.JI (RHi) and three in the San Diego area Oct. 16-22 !REW. LSn). 
A flock of .1 ➔ Swainson·, Hawb near Bakcr,field. Kern Co .. Oct. 22 
(MH) wa, the only group noted thi, fall: one <l\'Cr Whittier. Los Angeles 
Co .. Oct. 2J (MCL) and another near Imperial Beach Sept. 12 (EC) 
were along the coast where mn, e.xtremcly rare. A Red-tailed ( Harlan ·s) 
Hawk. a casual ,tray to ,. California. was near Lancaster Nov. 6 + 
( KLG) and i, belie,·ed to be the ,ame hird found wintering here a year 
ago. A Rough-legged Hawk at L. Hen,haw Oct. 12 + ( RHi l wa, quite 
early and relatively far ,. 

RAILS - A Black Rail heard and seen in Morongo Valley Nov. 11 
!BC) was at a mmt unusual location. A Clapper Rail at Pt. i\lugu Nov. 
I ➔ (GC) was in an area where the ,pecic, is feared to have been extirpat
ed as a breeder. A Corn. \1oorhen found dead at the summit of Mt. 
Palomar Oct. JI ( RHi. *S.D.N. H .M.) "a, unusually high in the moun
tains. 

PLOVERS THROL'GH SANDPIPERS - A tlock of 85 Black-bel
lied Plover, at Harper Dry L.. Oct. 16 I SC) "as an unusually large 
number for this area of California. Two Lesser Golden-Plovers at Harp
er Dry L.. Oct. 16 (SC). one at S.E.S.S .. Sept. 25 (REW). and fi,·e at 
nearby Brawley No,·. 12 (EC) were all inland where considered very 
rare to casual: along the coast 20+ \\ere found Sept. I-Nov. JO. Single 
Solitary Sandpipers near Imperial Beach Oct. 2 (REW) and in San 
Diego Oct. 5 1CGE) were both somewhat late. A Ruddy Turn,tone in 
Santa Ana. Orange Co .. Sept. 22 (DRW). one to two near Lancaster 
Aug. 6-1 ➔ (fH) and one at N.E.S.S .. Aug. 27 (REW) were inland 
where considered rare. Single Sanderlings were near Lancaster Aug. 6 
(NBB). Sept. 9 (REW) & Oct. 10 (KLG). and another was on L. 
Henshaw Oct. 7 (RHi): thi, species is very rare inland away from the 
Salton Sea. The only Semipalmated Sandpipers found this fall were one 
on Morro Bay Aug. 27-Sept. I (Jl\lcD). one to two at S.C.R.E .. Aug. 
2➔-J0 (JLD). two to three near Imperial Beach Sept. 12-IJ (EC) and 
another there Sept. 2➔ (REW). A Baird·, Sandpiperon L. Hen,haw Oct. 
18 (RHi) was the latest found this fall. A Pectoral Sandpiper on L. 
Henshaw Nov. 18 (RHi. ph .. S.D.N.H.M.) was exceptionally late. Ten 
Stilt Sandpipers were found along the coast with one in Goleta Sept. 6 
(JLD). four there Sept. 27-Oct. I (LB). single birds at S.C.R.E .. Sept. 
11-12 ( PEL) & Sept. 25 (GG I. two near Imperial Beach Aug. 7 (GMcC) 
and another there Oct. 16-2J (REW). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper. a 
casual visitor to s. California. was near Lancaster Sept. J-9 ( BWK. ph .. 
S. D. N. H. M. ). A juv. Ruff. a rare but regular fall straggler to California. 
was in Goleta Sept. l ➔-2➔ (PEL). another was at S.C.R.E .. Sept. 19-
Oct. 2 (SJM) and a third was near Imperial Beach Sept. 2➔ (GMcC). 

JAEGERS. GULLS. TERNS - A, usual. Para,titic Jaegers ap
peared on the Saltllll Sea with five seen Sept. I 0-Oct. 2➔ ( BB a. SC): one 
near Lancaster Sept. 3 (JLD) was one of a very few found inland away 
from the Salton Sea. A single Long-tailed Jaeger. the rarest jaeger off 
California. was off Morro Bay Sept. 25 (CM). three were along the 
Santa Lucia Escarpment off Santa Barbara Oct. 22 (REW). one was in 
the San Pedro Channel 12 mi off Long Beach Aug. 7 ( KLG) and another 
was near the Cortez Bank off San Diego Sept. 11 (REW). Three S. Polar 
Skuas along the Santa Lucia Escarpment off Santa Barbara Oct. 22 
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(REW) were the only ones seen ins. California waters this fall. A young 
Laughing Gull on L. Hensha\\ Sept. .10 (RHil was at a most unusual 
locality being only the Jrd found inland away fro111 the Salton Sea. 
Franklin·, Gulls were unusually scarce with only se,·en reported. but 
including a very early ju,·enilc at N.E.S.S .. Aug. 10 (JLD). An ad. 
Common Black-headed Gull in Long Beach Sept. I 0-Oct. IJ I LRH I 
had probably su111111ered locally. and was only the 5th to be found in s. 
California. A ju,·. l\lcw Gull at S.C.R.E .. Aug. 16 1JLD1 was ncep
tional. this winter ,·isitor to s. California 11<1t nor111ally arriving before 
mid-November. A first-winter\\'. Gull la color-banded birdl. an acci
dental straggler to the interior. was at Salton City Oct. 21 (SCI. an adult 
(judged to be 11T111<111i) was there Oct. 24 1SC1 and a third-winter bird 
(judged to be occidrnwlis) \\as on L. Perris 1'\ov. 25 1T;1,l). A ju,. 
Sabine·, Gull on Big Bear L.. in the San Bernardino i\lts .. Sept. 24 
( EAC I was one of a ,·cry k" found inland away fro111 the Salton Sea and 
Colorado R. A Co111. Tern at California City. Kern Co .. Oct. 2-20 1 MH I 
was at an unusual locality. A Least Tern at Pt . .\lugu Oct. I I AS I was 
exceptionally late. A Black Skimmer in Santa Ana I 15 mi inland I Sept. 
27 tDRW) was at an unusual locality. and one in Playa del Rey. Los 
Angeles Co .. Oct. 8 I B & RS I was the llnly one reported along the mast 
n. of San Diego County. 

AL1KS - A Marbled Murrelet off the Santa .\!aria R. 111outh. Santa 
Barbara Co .. Aug. I .1 I LB I was a little s. of the species· normal range. 
Craveri·s Murrelets were 111ore numerous than in recent years with eight 
off Morro Bay Sept. 25 ICM). ten off Long Beach Sept. 11 1RE\\·1. one 
at Dana Pt.. Orange Cl, .. Aug. 19-21 (AP! and 12 off San Diegll Sept. 
10 1GMcC1. 

PIGEONS THROL'GH WOODPECKERS - A Band-tailed Pigeon 
at F.C.R .. Oct. 19 !SCI \\as far from any area of regular occurrence. As 
usual. s111all nu111bers of White-winged Do,·es wandered to the coast 
with 35 ± reported. 111ost during Septe111ber and October. and one at 
Montana de Oro. San Luis Obispo Co .. Sept. 8-17 1JMcD1 being the 
northcrn111ost. An Inca Do,·e at F.C.R .. Oct. IS-23 IDDi. ph .. 
S.D.N.H.M.I was unusually far 11.. but the 2nd to be found at this 
locality. A Com. Grnund-Dm·e in Goleta Oct. 7-N(n-. 18 1PEL1 and 
another in Long Beach July 30 1BED1 ,,ere both a\\ay fwm areas of 
regular occurrence. A Yelh)\\-billed Cud,oo. accidental along the 
coast. was in Goleta Sept. 20-26 (PELI.Two migrant Black Swifts mer 
Mt. Palomar Oct. 24 1RHi1 were a little late. A tight rre-rnosting 
aggregation of IO00 Vaux·, Swifts ll\·cr c. Los Angeles !\'(W. 2 (KLGI 
was an unprecedentedly large rnncentration for this late date. but up to 
I 00 were still present at the end of the period. 

A o Broad-billed Hum111ingbird. a casual foll transient to s. Califor
nia. was in Brentwood. Los Angeles Co .. Nm·. 6-17 I AK I and another 
was near l111perial Beach Sept. 9-11 iJLDI. Single Black-L·hinned Hu111-
mingbirds in Long Beach Oct. 15 1BED1 and near Imperial Beach the 
same day (EC! were both unusually late. this species normally being 
gone from California by late September. A •~ Williarnson·s Sapsucker 
in Yucca Valley. San Bernardino Co .. Sept. 30 1EAC1 was away from 
the mountains. A \! Ladder-backed Woodpecker near Vista. San Diego 
Co .. No,·. JO-Dec. I (CSWI was along the mast where considered 
accidental. A Downy Woodpecker near Imperial Beach Sept. 25 1CGE1 
was s. of the species' range. A White-headed Woodpecker in the Fre
mont Valley of Kern Co .. OL·t. 2 ( MH I was far out in the high desert. 

FLYCATCHERS - An Olive-sided Flycatcher on Pt. Lorna Oct. 10 
( REW I was the latest reported this fall. A Greater Pewee in Griffith P .. 
Los Angeles No,·. IO+ ( HB I was the same bird present during the past 4 
winters. AW. Wood-Pewee near Imperial Beach Oct. 10 (EC! was the 
latest reported this fall. A Least Flycatcher in Goleta Oct. 29 + (RAHi 
and another near Ornard Oct. 4 tJLDI were the only ones reported. An 
E. Phoebe. a rare but regular fall transient through s. California. was at 
F.C.R .. Nov. 4 (REW) and another was at L. Henshaw Sept. 27 IRHil. 
The only Vermilion Flycatcher found along the coast was a female near 
Imperial Beach Sept. 16 (EC). A Great Crested Flycatcher on Pt. Lorna 
Sept. 20 1REW1 was the 8th to have been found ins. California. Most 
unusual were a Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher at Harbor L.. Long Beach 
Oct. 8 (DSi and another on Pt. Loma Sept. 16-20 (REW1 since there 
were only 3 previous records in California. Thirteen Tropical Kingbirds 
along the coast after Sept. 13 was about normal. A Thick-billed King-
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bird in Peters Canyon near Tustin. Orange Co .. Nm. 26 + ( DRWJ was 
the same bird present here last winter. An E. Kingbird was inland at 
Stovepipe Wells in Death Valley Sept. 3 1JOl1: three were found in 
coastal Santa Barbara and Ventura cos .. Sept. 5-11 (PEL. HR! and a 
rather late bird was at Pt. Mugu Oct. I (AS!. 

TITMICE THROUGH WAGTAILS - Mountain Chickadees ap
peared in the lowlands. being present in coastal lowlands in slightly 
higher than average numbers after late September. and appearing at 
many desert locations during October tl'.g .. one tl, three at F.C.R .. Oct. 
23-Nov. 9). A Verdin at Mes4uitc Springs at then. end of Death Valley 
Oct. 19-23 IDDi. SFBI was n. of the species· normal range. Three 
Brown Creepers. rare along the coasts. of Los Angeles. were found on 
Pt. Lorna Aug. 13-Nm·. 6 (BJ. REW). A Winter Wren in Carpinteria 
Sept. 4 + (PELI was early. Golden-crowned Kinglcts were present 
along the coast in larger than average numbers. appearing in early 
October. and reaching those areas s. of Los Angeles where normally 
4uite rare (e.g .. 6 ::l:: on Pt. Lorna Oct. 9-11 I. A Swainson·s Thrush on 
Pt. Loma Nov. 2 (REW) was 4uite late. A Rufous-hacked Robin at 
F.C. R .. Nov. 5 I REW. ph .. S. D.N. H.M. I was only the 5th to ha,·e been 
found in California. and was farther n. than any previous occurrence in 
the United States. A Gray Catbird. a casual straggler to California. 
landed ()11 a boat off San Diego Oct. 26 ( f\lWG. ph .. S.D.N.H. M. I and 
another was on Pt. Loma No,·. 7 + iGJ ). A Bendire·s Thrasher. a rare to 
casual straggler lo the coast ofs. California. was at S.C.R.E .. Aug. 21 
(S & DR) and another was on Santa Barbara I.. Aug. 30 (CD. ph .. 
S.D.N.H.M. I. An imm. White or Black-backed Wagtail at the mouth of 
Arroyo de la Cruz. San Luis Obispo Co .. Oct. 9 tTME. ph .. 
S. D. N. H. M. I was the 4th such bird to have been found in s. California: 
howe,·er. without the knowledge of diagnostic characters for separating 
immatures to species we arc forced to deal with each in this manner. 

VIREOS - A brightly marked Solitary Vireo on Pt. Loma Sept. 20 
( EC I was identified as the no111inant form solitarius from the East. The 
gray Solitary Vireo I \'.s. p/11111he11sl has increased as a transient/winter 
visitor to California since first recnrded in 1960 ( Condor 65:534. 1963 ). 
now regularly reaching the coast where 15 were found this fall. Four 
Philadelphia \'ireos were found with one near Oxnard Oct. 2-3 (S & 
DR I being along the coast. and single birds at Kelso. San Bernardino 
Co .. Nm·. 2 (EAC. *S.B.C.M.I. California City. Kern Co .. Oct. 22 
(MHI and at Morongo Valley Oct. 3 IDRW). Three Red-eyed Vireos 
were found along the coast with one near Oxnard Oct. 3-4 (OA I. another 
on Pt. Loma Sept. 16-18 tBEDi and the third at another location on Pt. 
Lorna Sept. 18 1GMcC I: the first two were obvious examples of V. o. 

.fl1mH·iridi.1 from the s .. a casual fall straggler to California. 

WOOD WARBLERS - A Blue-winged Warhler well studied at 
Morongo Valley Oct. 2 1LSai was only the 7th to have been found in 
California. The now expected small number of Tennessee Warblers 
130± I. along with equally regular Black-and-white Warblers (35±). 
Am. Redstarts 145± I and "1. Waterthrushes (35± I. were reported. 
Only 10 Virginia·s Warblers were found along the coast. but one at 
Arroyo Grande. San Luis Obispo Co .. Sept. 17-Oct. 9 ( PEL) was 
unusually far n .. another inland at Desert Hot Springs. Riverside Co .. 
Oct. 30 (RMcK) was at an interesting locality. Lucy"s Warblers were 
scarce with one at Arroyo Grande Sept. 3-Oct. 6 (CM) and another in 
Goleta Sept. 4 ( PELI being the only ones reported. A N. Parula. much 
rarer in fall than spring. was at Arroyo Grande Sept. JO-Oct. 2 (CM). 
another was on Pt. Loma Sept. 18 ( REW) and a third was on San 
Clemente I.. No,·. 2 1TSl. Eleven Chestnut-sided Warblers and 12 
Magnolia Warblers during late September and October was about aver
age. The only Cape May Warblers. a species on the decline as a vagrant 
to s. California in recent years. were one at Los Osos. San Luis Obispo 
Co .. Oct. 10 tJMcDI and another at Malibu. Los Angeles Co .. Sept. 4 
( H & PB). A Black-throated Blue Warbler. a remarkably regular fall 
straggler to California. was at Deep Springs. Inyo Co .. Nov. 4 1REWJ. 
another was in Carpinteria Oct. I 2 t PELI and two were found on Pt. 
Lorna Oct. 8-18 (REW). A Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler x Town
scnd·s Warbler in Carpinteria Nov. 23-Dec. 3 (TW. *S.B.C.M.) was an 
unexpected hybrid previously undescribed. A Black-throated Green 
Warbler in California City Nov. 6 (JW. ph .. S.D.N.H.M.) and three in 
the San Diego area Oct. 3-15 (GMcC. REW) were slightly fewer than 
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normal. The only BlacU1urnian Warhlers reported were one at l\lontana 
de Oro Sept. 17 (PELI and four in the San Diego area Sept. 24-(kt. _'ll 
(REW. CGE. H & PB I. A Grace· s Warhler. nne nf the rarer \·agrants tn 
reach the coast of California. \\as on Pt. Lnma Sept. 7 IRE\VJ_ .-\ Pine 
Warbler on Pt. Loma Oct. I JI REW I" as only the 7th e\·er to ha,c Ileen 
found in s. California. :\ Prairie Warhler at .·\rrnyo Grande Sept. 17 
(PELI. one near San Diego Oct. I 1CGE1 and another inland at Califor
nia City Nov. 6 ( MOC ph .. S. D. N .H .l'vl. i were the only ones found. :\ 
Palm Warhler at L. Henshaw Oct. 7 I RHi I was the only one found 
inland. hut _'\J were reported along the coast after Oct. 2. The only Ba\·
hreasted Warhlers found this fall wen: one in Carpinteria No,. If, IT\\' I 
and another near San Diego Oct. I 1CGE1. i\ Blackp,111 Warbler in Hart 
P .. near Bakersfield Sept. 251'.\IOCi \\as at an unusual locality. but the 
40 :!:: along the coast during Septcmhcr and Octnhcr \\ere nnrmal. .-\ 
Prothonotary Warhlcr. a deL·idedly scarL·c ,·agrant to California." as at 
Morro Bay S. P .. Oct. 19-20 I GPS I. another was in Goleta Oct. 5 I W & 
KA I. a third was at l\lalibu Lagoon Sept. IX ( KLG I and a fourth was in 
nearby Santa Monica Canyon Sept. 29 1Gf-'1. A \\'nrm-cating Warbler. 
another scarce vagrant to California. \\as in Zuma Canyon near l'vlalibu 
Oct. 15 + I KLG I. Four (hen hire.ls along the coast Sept. 23-No\·. 6 were 
fewer than normal. A KentuckJ· \Varhler at l\1ontana de Orn Oct. 27 
(GPSJ and another in Del Mar. San Diego Co .. No,·. 14-16 I DDcl \\'ere 
rcmarkahlc as there were only 4 pn?\ ious fall records for s. California. A 
Connecticut Warbler. a casual straggler to California. "as obscn·cd 
walking beneath vegetation along a creek in Carpinteria Sept. 25 ( H & 
PB). A Mourning Warbler. a species nm, reported annually. was at Pt. 
Mugu S.P .. Sept. IX IH & PBJ and another \\as on Pt. Lnma Sept. 20 
(REW). A Hooded Warbler. much scarcer in fall than spring. \\as near 
Oxnard Sept. 25 (S & DR I and an cxccptionall:- late individual was at L. 
Sherwood. Ventura Co .. No,. 2X-Dcc. X 1JLD1. A Canada \\'arhler v.as 
in Santa Barbara Sept. 12 I PELI and one to twn \\ ere near I mpcrial 
Beach Sept. 21-23 I EC I. 

TANAGERS. BUNTINGS - A 6 Hepatic Tanager. a rare ,·agrant 
to the mast. was on Pt. Loma Oct. 261 REWJ. Fifteen Summer Tanagers 
along the coast was normal. but one near Tecopa. Inyo Cn .. Oct. 28 
tREWi was somewhat unusual. A Scarlet Tanager. a ,·cry rare straggler 
to California. was on Pt. Loma Oct. I f>-17 I f-'D I and a second \\ as there 
Oct. 29 (REW). Twenty-five Ro.sc-brcastcd Grosbeaks and an c4ual 
number of Indigo Buntings was about a,cragc. A 'r Painted Bunting in 
Goleta Aug. 17-2(1 I LB I and another there Oct. JI PELI were the first tn 
have Ileen found in Santa Barhara County. A Dickcisscl near Blythe 
Aug. 21 (WCH I was the only ,111c found inland. but seven were reported 
along the coast Sept. I J-Oct. 29. 

SPARROWS- Six Am. Tree Sparrows were found in Inyo County. 
where small numhcrs regularly occur Oct. 27-N,H'. 25. and ,inc in 
California City Nov. 27 I J WI was _ju st s. of that area. hut another on Pt. 
Loma Nov. 22 IREW) was as far s. as e,·cr recorded. Clay-colored 
Sparrows were unusually scarce with only four reported. A Black
throated Sparrow. most unu,ual along the coast. was on Santa Barbara 
I.. Aug. 19 (CD) and another was on Pt. Loma Oct. 91REW1. The only 
Lark Bunting reported was one on Santa Barhara I .. Aug. I 1CD1. A 
Grasshopper Sparrow at Oasi.s. l\lonn Co .. Oct. 19 I DDi I ,1 a, at an 
unusual locality. A Sharp-tailed Sparnrn. a rare straggler to s. Califor
nia. was at Morro Bay No,·. 19 + (CM). Fifteen Swamp Sparnm s Oct. 
28 +. was about normal. A Harris· Sparrow in Goleta No\'. (i-'-- I PELI 
was the only one found along the coast and five were reported in Inyo 
County. Two Lapland Longspurs near Imperial Beach Nm·. 6 iGMcCl 
and another at L. Henshaw Nov. 14 I RHi I were the only ones found. and 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs wen: remarkahly scarce with six individ
uals reported. 

BLACKBIRDS. ORIOLES - Bobolinks were slightly scarcer than 
normal with only 55 :t reported Sept. 7 +. but one remaining in Goleta 
through No\·. JI PELI was late. Single Rusty Blackhird, at F.C. R .. Oct. 
28 (REW) & Nov. 111BWK1 were the only one, found in the n.e. part 
of the Region where small numbers regularly occur each fall. but one 
near Imperial Beach Oct. 28 (GMcC) was along the coast where ca,ual. 
Great-tailed Grackles continue to be found along the coast with one at 
Pt. Mugu Nov. 14 I EN) and one to two near Imperial Beach Nov. I 7 + 
(EC). An Orchard Oriole in Goleta Sept. 12 (BBal. another in Carpin-

tcria Oct. 5 (PELI and a third in San Dieg(1 Nov . 5 ILZI along with two 
wintering hirds in Goleta Nm·. () " I LB I was abnut norrnal. 

FINCHES - Purple Fi1ll'hcs appeared along the coast in small nurn
bers during late OL'tobcr and ;\lovembcr. and a few found their way out 
ontn the desert during this same period "ith eight in Caruthers Canyon 
of the New York !\Its .. San Bernardino Co .. Nov. 10 (SC) and one in 
Needles. San Bernardino Co .. Nov. I I I SC I hcing the mmt noteworthy. 
A Red Crnssbill in California City >iov. 19 (I\IH) was at a most unusual 
locality. Pinc Siskins were \\ell distributed throughout the Region being 
rclati\·ely commnn along the coast after early October. An Evening 
Groshcak at Scotty's Castle in Death Valley N.M .. Oct. 27 (REW) was 
the only one reported. 

CORRIGENDA - The reference to 200 Sandhill Cranes at Harper 
Dry L .. San Bernardino Co .. Fch. 12 1.-\111. Birds 37:338. I 98.l I should 
be deleted. The wintering White-crowned Sparrow reported as remain
ing to the late date of May 11 1A111. Birds 37:914. 19X.li should be 
changed to a White-throated Sparnm. 

:\BBREVI:\TIONS - F.C.R.-Furnace Creek Ranch. Inyo Co.: 
N. E.S.S.--north end of the Salton Sea. Ri,·cr,idc Co.: S. B.C.M.-San 
Bernardino County Museum: S. D.N .H. M.- San Diego Natural Histo
ry l\luseum: S.C.R.E.-Santa Clara River Estuary. Ventura Co.: 
S.E.S.S.--south end of the Salton Sea. Imperial Co. "Birds of South
ern California" by Kimball Garrett and Jon Dunn I 1981) is the standard 
reference for the status and distribution of the birds in this Region . As 
virtually all rarities found in,. California arc sl'cn by numerous observ
ers. only the ohsenw initially identifying the bird is included. DoCLJ
mcntation is on file for all rarities listed in the report. 

CONTRIBUTORS - Waldo and Kay Abbott IW & KAI. Onik 
Arian. Stephen f-'. Bailey. Bruce Barrett iBBal. Hal Baxter. Dean 
Bazzi. Louis Bevier. Bill Brack I BBr). N. Bruce Brnadbrooks. Hank 
and Pri,cilla Brndkin I H & PB I. Eugene A. Cardiff (coordinator for 
San Bcrnardill(1 County). Stc\·e Cardiff. Barbara Carlson. Mark 0. 
Chichester (coordinator for Kern County). Sue Clark 1SCl1. Guy Com
mcau. Elizabeth Copper (coordinator for San Diego County). Nancy 
S. Crawford. Brian E. Daniels. Dale Delancy (DDcl. Fred Dexter. 
Donna Dittmann iDDiJ. Charles Drost. Jon L. Dunn. Tom M. Edell 
(coordinator for San Luis Obispo County). Claude G. Edwards. George 
Fisler. Kimball L. Garrett (coordinator for Los Angeles County). 
Greg Gillson. !\1ichcl Gosselin. Mike W. Guest. Robb A. Hamilton. 
Loren R. Hays. Fred Heath. Matt Heindel. Roger Higson (RHi). Rob 
Holberg IRHol. Arthur L. Howe.\\'. Chuck Hunter. Ginger Johnson. 
Bunnie Jones. Brian W. Keelan. Ahigail King. Dave Krueper (coordi
nator for the Colorado River Valley). Paul E. Lehman (coordinator for 
Santa Barhara and Ventura Counties). Michael C. Long. Tim Manolis. 
Curtis Marantz. John McDonald (JMcDI. Robert McKernan I coordi
nator for Riverside County). Alayne l\kMillan tAMcMl. Joseph Mor
lan. Stephen J. Myers. Ed Navojo,ky. Jerry Oldcnettel (JOii. John 
Ogden 1JOg1. Arletta Patterson. Dave Po,·ey (DPo). Sylvia J. Ranney 
(coordinator for Orange County). Hugh Ransan. Steve and Diane Rose 
(S & DR). Martha Roscn4uist. Larry Sansone iLSa). Luis Santaella 
iLSantl. Tom Scott. Boh and Robert Shanman 1B & RS). Arnold Small. 
Greg P. Smith. Don Sterha. Brian Walton. Ken Weaver. Richard E. 
Webster. Douglas R. Willick. Cora S. Wilson. John Wibon. Russ and 
Marion Wilson IR & MW!. Tom Wurster. Linda Zairns. Jim Zimmer. 
An additional 75 + obsen-crs who could not be individually acknowl
edged suhmitted reports thi, scason.-GUY McCASKIE, San Diego 
Natural History Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, 
CA 92112. 
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