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SOUTHWEST REGION
Arizona, Sonora
/David Stejskal and Janet Witzeman

The first half of the spring was characterized by very dry weather,
which was a continuation of conditions during the winter. There was
no precipitation in most areas of the state from early January through
late April, at which time the drought conditions were ended by a cold
storm front originating in the Pacific followed by warm, wet weather
from the south in early May—weather more typical of July and
August. The heavy rains probably had something to do with the
preponderance of reports of singing Cassin's Sparrows in the southeast.
This species is not usually detected in any numbers until July when the
usual summer rains commence.

As for the other birds, this spring’s migration was generally thought
to be below average, with usually common species passing through
virtually unnoticed or in reduced numbers. There was a fairly good
variety of the rare-but-regular migrants and an above-average number
of vagrant wood warblers. Arizona also recorded two vagrants from
Mexi-co that will probably make listers across the continent drool.
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LOONS THROUGH HERONS — Arizona's 7th Red-throated
Loon was found in Prescott May 27-28 (¥CT). This established the 3rd
spring record for the state and the first for the Prescott area. Common
Loons away from the Lower Colorado River (hereafter, L.C.R.) were
three on May 3 on Ashurst L., and one May 4 on Upper L. Mary, s. of
Flagstaff (both JSh).

Completely unexpected was the imm. Red-billed Tropicbird found
in an agricultural field s. of Camp Verde Apr. 7 (fide DT. ph. K.
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species is rarely reported during migration below 5000'. The only pre-
vious record for the area was on Mar. 30, [927. A possible Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher was observed near Helvetia on the n. side of the Santa
Rita Mts., on the incredible date of Mar. 6 (TIR). If valid, this would
represent either a very early migrant or a bird that wintered locally.
There are no winter records for the state. One of the Tucson Cave
Swallows returned for the 5th year Mar. 19 (T. Huels, m.ob.; see AB
vol. 38:281-283, 1984).

JAYS THROUGH THRUSHES — Two Black-billed Magpies were
found at Many Farms L., May 17 (GM). This is the extreme s. limit of
the species’ normal range in the state at this time of year. One of a pair of
Mountain Chickadees found earlier this year was seen again Mar. 24 in
Chiricahua N.M. (RT). This species was unrecorded in the Chiricahuas
until the winter of 1981-1982. A & Black-capped Gnatcatcher in Florida
Wash (just e. of Chino Canyon) Mar. 3 was at a new locality for this
species (TL. Galloway). The only Rufous-backed Robin to be reported
this winter/spring was one in Guadalupe Canyon on the late date of May
20 (RS, H. Morris). This was only the 3rd or 4th found in the state later
than mid-April. The Varied Thrush, which staged a minor invasion this
year in the state, was reported from Phoenix Apr. 4-6 (C. Merril, fide
RW) and from the Southwestern Research Station in the Chiricahuas
Mar. 10-12 (fide W & SSp).

THRASHERS THROUGH VIREOS — A Gray Catbird in Portal
May 11-13 furnished the 7th local record for the species (RT, G. Mont-
gomery et al.). The Brown Thrashers that spent the winter in Elfrida and
in the Sonoita Cr. Sanctuary remained until Apr. 21 & Apr. 14, respec-
tively. Surprising was a Curve-billed Thrasher at Petrified Forest N.P.,
May 20 (CH, DSj); this furnished the first record in Arizona n. of the
Mogollon Rim. The flock of Bohemian Waxwings in Flagstaff first
found in February built up to 150+ in March with one seen as late as
Apr. 10 (JC). Another Bohemian Waxwing was seen in a flock of Cedar
Waxwings in Prescott Apr. 8-16 (CT). This represented the first record
for Yavapai Co. Large numbers of Phainopeplas in Portal during the last
week in March, and s.w. of Phoenix late April +, were unusual (W &
SSp, RM, DSj). The only Red-eyed Vireo reported was one in Madera
Canyon May 5-25 (D. Lee, TO. Scott, m.ob.).

WOOD WARBLERS — The assortment of e. warblers this spring
was somewhat better than average with 13 species reported, including
the rare-but-regulars. Three Tennessee Warblers were found with one
s.w. of Phoenix Mar. 10 (DSj). one at Patagonia Apr. 21 (B. Sutton),
and another in Kayenta May 22 (PL). The March bird had probably
wintered locally. The N. Parula found in February at Tucson remained
to at least Mar. 7 (m.ob.) and another was found n. of Tucson at Cortaro
Rd.. Apr. 15 (fFH). The Chestnut-sided Warbler that wintered at the
Boyce Thompson Arboretum near Superior was seen as late as Apr. 3
(TCD). A ¢ Magnolia Warbler was found at Ganado May 24 (1PL),
representing one of the few spring records for the state. A & Black-
throated Blue Warbler observed in Ramsey Canyon Mar. 19-Apr. 12
(TL. Brand, TC. Jones, T™M. Shepard et al.) undoubtedly wintered
locally. Two Black-throated Green Warblers were reported with one
very early male in Prescott Apr. 7 (CT, A. & H. Gaither) and another
male in Miller Canyon, Huachuca Mts., Apr. 29 (¥TM). Quite unex-
pected was Arizona’s first record of a ** Yellow'” Palm Warbler with one
seen s. of Flagstaff Apr. 27 (tTCo, J. Babcock): this also provided the
6th spring record for the state for this species. Amazingly, three Protho-
notary Warblers were reported with two in Nogales May 16 (IR, F.
Piersol) and a female in Littlefield in extreme n.w. Arizona May 19
(TPL). Only one Ovenbird was reported in the state, at Teec Nos Pos
May 24 (TPL). A total of five Hooded Warblers was reported (all males)
with one Apr. 13 in Sonoita Cr. Sanctuary (TR. Ridout, P. Tufts, D.
Fraser); one at Page Springs near Sedona (as last spring/summer) May
2+ (A. Greene et al.); one at Dudleyville on the San Pedro R.. May 15
and another at Kino Springs May 17 (both RS ef al.); and yet another in
the Sierra Ancha n. of Globe May 19 (RF et al.). Two Black-and-white
Warblers, two Am. Redstarts, and three N. Waterthrushes were report-
ed, all from n. Arizona in late May.
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Completely outclassing all of the e. vagrant warblers were the
two Mexican vagrant warblers found this spring in the Huachuca
Mts. On Apr. 28, asinging ad. Crescent-chested Warbler was
found in Ramsey Canyon with a second individual found shortly
afterward (1JB, LD er al., ph. N. Bock). The apparent pair
rematned to at least May 17, but no evidence of nesting could be
found. This provided the 2nd record for both Arizona and the
United States. It is interesting that this record came so soon after
the first United States record, from Sept. 1983, also in the Hua-
chucas. This species does not normally occur n. of e.c. Sonora.
Only slightly less exciting was a singing Fan-tailed Warbler
found May 24 in upper Garden Canyon (ph. & 7T. Strong, 1J.
Huntington, J. Cardell). Unfortunately, the bird could not be
relocated the following day in spite of intensive searching by
numerous observers. This was the 3rd record for the United
States and for Arizona. Interestingly, the Fan-tailed Warbler
found last year in Scheelite Canyon was in an area less than one
mile from this year’s bird. All 3 Arizona records plus the record
for extreme n.e. Sonora have fallen within the narrow time span
of May 19-28.

PYRRHULOXIA THROUGH LONGSPURS — A pair of Pyrrhu-
loxias at New River n. of Phoenix Apr. 3 was n. of that species’ usual
range in Arizona (H. Dahnke, fide DT). A total of 12 Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks was reported for the period with seven in s.e. Arizona and
five in the n. one-half of that state. Indigo Bunting records for the n.e.
corner of the state are surprisingly few, so of interest was a singing male
at Ganado May 20-24 (DSj, CH, PL) and another male at Sanders May
20 (DSj, CH). Cassin’s Sparrow had a fairly impressive spring with
numbers of singing birds noted in the s.e. part of the state during late
April and May, and also single individuals noted in some unusual
localities. A singing bird was noted Apr. 14-15 about 10 mi n. of Puerto
Penasco, Sonora in the dunes behind the beach (R & JW). This was the
first record for the area and possibly the first for coastal n.w. Sonora.
Another singing bird was found near Chandler May 3 (D & MSy), which
is n. of the species’ usual range. Even farther n.. a bird was found in Oak
Cr. Canyon near Sedona May 5 in roadside brush (JSh). A Clay-colored
Sparrow was netted near Tucson Apr. 18 (R. Bowers). A Five-striped
Sparrow returned to Chino Canyon on the early date of May 6 (B.
Hallett). The only Fox Sparrow reported was one (schistacea) in Guada-
lupe Canyon Mar. 25 (TCl). The Golden-crowned Sparrow found at
Saguaro N.M. this winter was last seen during the last week of March
(m.ob.). The Harris’ Sparrow reported earlier in Tucson remained until
Apr. 17 (R. Chapin). The flock of McCown’s Longspurs found earlier
near McNeal was present until at least Mar. 2 (GM et al.). The Lapland
Longspur in the same area was seen again Mar. 4 (AM).

ICTERIDS THROUGH FINCHES — A & ‘*Baltimore’” N. Oriole
was found near Portal May 9 (JD et al.). This race is extremely rare in
Arizona. The impressive numbers of Purple Finches in and around
Prescott this winter persisted until March with a few remaining until
early April (CT et al.), thus ending the most significant flight ever in the
Prescott area. Red Crossbills continued to experience a successful
breeding season in the Prescott area with juveniles noted in the Brad-
shaw and Sierra Prieta Mts., in mid-April (CT). Two Evening Gros-
beaks at Teec Nos Pos May 22 were late for that locality (PL).
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