SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Guy McCaskie

The dry weather of the winter continued into the spring with only a
minimal amount of precipitation during March and April. and none
thereafter. leaving us with the second driest January-through-June peri-
od on record.

The regularly occurring west coast migrants were most Conspicuous
during April and the first week of May. with average to above average
numbers encountered along the coast. but below average numbers at
most desert oases. After the first week of May migrants became unusu-
ally scarce throughout the Region. and this remained the situation into
carly June with fewer of the regular vagrants found.

ABBREVIATIONS — F.C.R. = Furnace Creck Ranch in Death
Valley. Inyo Co.: N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Seca. Riverside
Co.;S.D.N.H.M. = San Diego Natural History Museum: S.C.R.E. =
Santa Clara River Estuary. Ventura Co.: S.E.S.S. = south end of the
Salton Sca, Imperial County. In the text following. place names in
italics are counties. As virtually all rarities found in southern California
are seen by numerous observers. only the observer initially identifying
the bird is included. Documentation is on file for all rarities listed in the
report.

The early arrival dates for some of our key migrants were: Wilson's
Phalarope Apr. 15. Salton Sca: Red-necked Phalarope Apr. 28. Salton
Sea: Elegant Tern Mar. 11, San Diego; Common Tern Apr. 14. Morro
Bay: Least Tern Apr. 16. Bolsa Chica: Black Tern Apr. 18. Salton Sea:
Lesser Nighthawk Mar. 20. Imperial Valley: Vaux's Swift Apr. 6.
Venice: Black-chinned Hummingbird Feb. 25. Blythe (Colorado R.
Valley) & Mar. 24, Los Angeles: Olive-sided Flycatcher Apr. 14. San
Diego; Western Wood-Pewee Apr. 14, San Diego: Willow Flycatcher
May 6, San Dicgo; Hammond's Flycatcher Apr. 1. San Diego County:
Western Flycatcher Mar. 11, San Diego: Ash-throated Flycatcher Mar.
22. Orange County: Western Kingbird Mar. 17, Los Angeles: Swain-
son’s Thrush Apr. 21. San Diego: Bell's Vireo Mar. 21. San Diego:
Solitary Vireo Mar. 21, San Diego; Warbling Vireo Mar. 1. Orange
County: Nashville Warbler Mar. 31. San Diego and Morongo Valley:
Yellow Warbler Apr. 8. San Diego: Black-throated Gray Warbler Mar.
24, San Diego: Hermit Warbler Apr. 12. San Dicgo: MacGillivray's
Warbler Mar. 30. San Diego: Wilson's Warbler Mar. 7. Orange County:
Yellow-breasted Chat Apr. 8., San Diego: Western Tanager Apr. 8. San
Diego; Black-headed Grosbeak Mar. 22, San Diego: Blue Grosbeak
Apr. 29, Pt. Mugu: Lazuli Bunting Apr. 1. e. San Diego County: Black-
chinned Sparrow Mar. 13. San Diego County: Hooded Oriole Mar. 3.
Santa Barbara; Northern Oriole Mar. 21. e. San Dicgo County.
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LOONS. GREBES — Red-throated Loons continued to be found far
inland well into April as indicated by one-to-two on L. Perris. Riverside
Apr. 11-15(SC) and one on L. Henshaw. San Diego Apr. 16 (RH). Up
to three Arctic Loons. casual inland. were on L. Perris Apr. 1-15 (SC)
and another was on nearby L. Skinner Mar. 12 (RMcK). The imm.
Yellow-billed Loon found on L. Perris Dec. 20 was last seen May 4
(SC). Two Horned Grebes. rare after the end of April. were on San
Dicgo Bay May 13 (REW). one was still present on L. Perris at the end
of the period (SC). and another was at N.E.S.S.. May 5--(REW).

ALBATROSSES — A Black-footed Albatross near Santa Rosa I..
May 20 (LB) was in the Santa Barbara Channel where rare. The pres-
cnce of a Laysan Albatross at N.E.S.S.. May 21 + (SC) may not be as
outlandish as it would initially appear. there being 3 previous records
from this general arca in May: one seen ncar Desert Hot Springs about
45 mi n.w. of the Salton Sca May 5. 1976 (W. Birds 8:27-28). onc
photographed in Yuma 75+ mi s.e. of the Salton Sca May 14, 1981
(Am. Birds 35:798-799) and one found dead in Blaire Vallev about 40
m1 w. of the Salton Sea May 28. 1982 (Am. Birds 36:893). Increasing
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through Apr. 10 (NC) were late.

HAWKS, FALCONS — A Black-shouldered Kite along the Colora-
do R., s. of Palo Verde. Imperial Mar. 20 (DKr) was at a most unusual
locality. A sub-ad. Mississippi Kite. a specics now found ecach year in
late May or early June, was at Oasis, Mono June 1 (ML). A wintering
imm. Bald Eagle present on L. Henshaw through May 4 (RH) was late.
Anad. N. Goshawk on Mt. Palomar Mar. 22 (RH) was only the 3rd ever
to be found in San Diego. and an immature at Oasis May 24 (JLD) was
unexpected at this time of the year. An ad. Red-shouldered Hawk at
Desert Center. Riverside Apr. 18 (RMcK) was well e. of the species’
range in California. The only Broad-winged Hawk reported was an adult
near Mt. Pinos. Kern May 27 (DB). Swainson’s Hawks continue to
decline with one at California City, Kern Apr. 7 (MH) and another over
Salton City, Imperial May 5 (REW) being the only migrants reported. A
Merlin at Tehachapi. Kern Apr. 27 (MH) was quite late. A Peregrine
Falcon at L. Henshaw Mar. 15 (RH) and another at L. Elsinore, River-
side Apr. 14 (GMcC) were both at unusual localities.

CRANES — A flock of 15 Sandhill Cranes flying N over S.E.S.S..
Apr. 10 (FGB) were undoubtedly migrants moving N either from the
small wintering population in the Imperial Valley or from w. Mexico,
and established the latest spring date for s. California.

PLOVERS. SANDPIPERS — The only Lesser Golden-Plovers re-
ported were all wintering fiu/va, and included six still present near Santa
Maria, Santa Barbara May 6 (PS). A Solitary Sandpiper. rare in spring.
was in Goleta Apr. 26 (JEL), another was in Mojave, Kern Apr. 27
(MH), two were at nearby California City May 1-4 (MOC), two more
were in Victorville, Sun Bernardino Apr. 28 (SC) and a 7th was at
Imperial Dam., Imperial Apr. 27-28 (JML); this was more than normally
encountered at this time of year, and all within a very short period.
suggesting a movement of these birds through the Region the last week

of April. Three Wandering Tattlers, casual inland, were at Salton City
May 5 (GMcC) with two still present May 6 (DLD). An Upland Sand-
piper at F.C.R., May 29 (SC) was only the 9th ever found in s. Califor-
nia, but the 4th at this location in late May. Ruddy Turnstones were
present inland on the Salton Sea between Apr. 15 & May 12 with a high
count of 80 May 5 (REW). Red Knots reached peak numbers on the
Salton Sea in late April with 300 at Salton City Apr. 28 (JO). A
Semipalmated Sandpiper near Lancaster, Los Angeles Apr.15 (JILD)
established the earliest date for this very rare spring migrant in Califor-
nia, and was followed by one in Victorville Apr. 28 (SC). up to six at
N.E.S.S.. May 2-6 (DLD). and a late straggler at S.E.S.S., June 3
(REW). A Baird’s Sandpiper. rare to casual in spring, was near Lancas-
ter Apr. 14 (JLD). A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper on the Kern NN-W.R.,
Kern May 8-10 (JW. ph. S.D.N.H.M.) was only the 2nd ever found in
California in spring. The only Stilt Sandpipers found this spring were 30
atS.E.S.S., May 5 (REW). The & Ruff that wintered on San Diego Bay
was last seen Mar. 26 (DKi). A flock of 320 Short-billed Dowitchers in
Victorville Apr. 25 (SC) was an exceptional concentration for an inland
locality away from the Salton Sea.

JAEGERS THROUGH SKIMMER — An ad. Pomarine Jaeger, acci-
dental inland, on L. Elsinore May 18+ (DLD, ph. S.D.N.H.M.) and
two more at N.E.S.S., June 4 (PEL) had undoubtedly reached these
localities by way of the Gulf of California. One or two Parasitic Jaegers
atN.E.S.S., May 27-29 (DV) were the tirst to have been found inland in
s. California in spring. A 2nd-summer Laughing Gull on Morro Bay
Mar. 24-May 4 (AMC) was along the coast where considered casual: a
2nd-summer bird at N.E.S.S., May 2 (DLD), another at Salton City
May 12 (GMcC) and a 3rd at S.E.S.S. the same day (BB) were early for
the Salton Sea. Migrant Franklin's Gulls included two at Arroyo
Grande, San Luis Obispo May 31 (BS). one at F.C.R., May 25-26
(GMcC), another near Lancaster May 23 (JLD). one near Imperial
Beach May 30 (CGE) and up to nine at N.E.S.S.. May 21-June 10
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was felt to be from one of the e. populations because of its relatively
bright coloration. Three Red-eyed Vireos. rare but regular in late spring,
were reported with one at Corn Springs May [3 (OC), another in Cali-
fornia City May 28 (JW), and the 3rd on Figueroa Mt.. near Santa
Barbara May 20 (LRB).

WOOD WARBLERS — A ¢ Blue-winged Warbler in California
City May 25 (JW) was only the 8th ever found in s. California. A &
Golden-winged Warbler. one of the rarest wood warblers to reach Cali-
fornia, was in Carpinteria June 1-2 (TW). A Lucy’s Warbler at Oasis
May 29-June 3 (DLD) was exceptionally far n. The only N. Parulas
were an early male at Pismo Beach. San Luis Obispo Apr. 1-5 (BS), a
female in California City May 15 (MOC) and another at Oasis May 30-
June 3 (JML). The wintering Chestnut-sided Warbler found in Hunting-
ton Beach, Orange Dec. 31 was last seen Apr. 3 (LRH). but a male at
Corn Springs May 13 (OC) was the only spring vagrant. Four Magnolia
Warblers was about an average number with a female in Barstow May
11 (SC. ph. S.D.N.H.M.), and single males at Thousand Palms Oasis,
Riverside May 17 (RMcK), Ft. Piute May 26 (REW) and Oasis May 30-
31 JML). Two & Cape May Warblers, casual in spring, were together
at F.C.R.. May 19 (JO). A & Black-throated Blue Warbler near Ridge-
crest, Kern June 4 (HLJ) was only the 3rd to have been found in s.
California in spring. The wintering Black-throated Green Warbler found
at Los Osos Dec. 17 was last seen Mar. 2 (LB) and the female in Costa
Mesa remained through Apr. 6 (LRH). A 8 Yellow-throated Warbler in
Carpinteria June 2-3 (SC) was of the expected race albilora. Atleast two
Grace’s Warblers on Clark Mt., San Bernardino May 29 (TW) were
probably spring overshoots as none was found on subsequent visits; this
species nests in the nearby Charleston and Sheep Mts. of s. Nevada. The
wintering Pine Warbler found in San Luis Obispo Jan. 9 remained
through Mar. 14 (CM): a singing male at F.C.R.. May 31 (REW)
provided our first spring record. A & Prairie Warbler, virtually unheard
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range. Great-tailed Grackles continued to be found along the coast with
a female at Pt. Mugu Mar. 24 (SJR) and another near Imperial Beach
June 6 (M & DH). A Com. Grackle, a casual straggler to California, was
in Baker May 24-30 (SC) and another was at [ron Mt. Pump Station May
23-29 (RMcK, ph. S.D.N.H.M.). A wintering & Orchard Oriole re-
mained in Goleta through Apr. 1 (HR) and another stayed in San Diego
to Apr. 8 (LZ); a male at Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo Mar. 3-6
(TME) could have been wintering in that general area, but a female in
Caruthers Canyon of the New York Mts., May 9 (DLD) and another at
Oasis June 3 (JML)wereclearly vagrants. A 3 Scott’sOrioleat F.C.R.,
May 29 (ML) was at an unusual locality.

A Purple Finch at Desert Center Apr. 12 (SC) was in an area where
very few have been found. A ¢ Lawrence’s Goldfinch at Ft. Piute May
31 (SC) was unexpected. A 3 Evening Grosbeak near Keystone Canyon
in the New York Mts., May 14 (SFB) was the only one found.

CONTRIBUTORS — Pattie Alderbrook. Jon Atwood. Stephen F.
Bailey, Larry R. Ballard, Dean Bazzi, Florence G. Bennett, Louis
Bevier, Allyn Bissell, Jeff Boyd (JBo), Bob Bradley, Julis Breitenstein
(JBr), Karen Bridgers, Hank & Priscilla Brodkin (H & PB), Steve
Cardiff, Mark O. Chichister (coordinator for Kern Co.). Herb Clarke,
Olga Clarke, Virginia Collett, Elizabeth Copper (coordinator for San
Diego Co.), Alan M. Craig. Nancy Crawford, Donna L. Dittman, Jon
L. Dunn, Tom M. Edell (coordinator for San Luis Obispo Co.), Claude
G. Edwards, Bob Florand, Virginia & Wayne Gochenour (V & WG),
Helen A. Green, Robb A. Hamilton, Marjorie & Don Hastings (M &
DH), Loren R. Hays, Matt Heindel. Roger Higson. Ginger Johnson. H.
Lee Jones, Mark J. Kasprzyk. Brian W. Keelan. David King (DKi),
Harry Krueger, Dave Krueper (DKr---coordinator for Colorado R.
Valley), Jeri M. Langham, Paul E. Lehman. Joan E. Lentz, Mike
Lippsmeyer, Curtis Marantz, Bert & Margaret McIntosh (B & MMclI).
Robert McKernan (RMcK---coordinator for Riverside Co.). Jerry Ol-
denettel, Dennis Parker, Kurt Rademacher, Sylvia J. Ranney (coordi-
nator for Orange Co.), Hugh Ranson, Don Schmoldt, Rob Schonholtz,
Brad Schram, Arnold Small, Greg P. Smith, Phil Swan, Jacob Szabo,
Dick Veit, Bill Wagner, Richard E. Webster, Doug R. Willick. John
Wilson, Tom Wurster (coordinator for Santa Barbara and Ventura
Cos.), Linda Zarins. An additional 75 = observers who could not be
individually acknowledged submitted reports this season.—GUY
McCASKIE, San Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa Park,
P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112.
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