SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Guy McCaskie

The fall period was relatively dry with no major storms. The shore-
bird migration was about average, but most observers felt landbirds
were scarcer than normal. However, some extreme rarities were found
including North America’s first Little Curlew along with California’s
first White Wagtail. Large numbers of Black-vented Shearwaters off-
shore and a movement of jaegers through the interior were the most
notable events among the waterbirds, and an influx of finches,
including Red Crossbills, was the major event among the landbirds.

ABBREVIATIONS — F.C.R. = Fumace Creek Ranch in Death
Valley, Inyo County; L.A.C.M.N.H. = Los Angeles County Museum
of Natural History; N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
County; S.D.N.H.M. = San Diego Natural History Museum;
S.C.R.E. = Santa Clara River Estuary, Ventura County; S.E.S.S. =
south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial County; U.C.S.B. = Umversity
of California, Santa Barbara. As virtually all rarities found in s.
California are seen by numerous observers, only the observer initially
identifying the bird is included. Documentation is on file for all
rarities listed in the report.

LOONS, GREBES — An Arctic Loon, casual inland, was at
N.E.S.S., Oct. 13-18 (GMcC). A Com. Loon at S.E.S.S., Oct. 17
(REW) was a little early. A Red-necked Grebe on Morro Bay Nov. 22
(TME) was about as early as the species ever reaches s. California in
fall.

SHEARWATERS, STORM-PETRELS — Northern Fulmars, irreg-
ular winter visitors to s. California waters, appeared along the coast in
late October (one off Hermosa Beach Oct. 18—NS) and quickly built
up in numbers as indicated by 20 in the Santa Barbara harbor during
early November (JF), 20 off the S.C.R.E., Nov. 11 (SR), 18 off
Redondo Beach Nov. 1 (ABa) and 65 off Pt. Loma Nov. 2 (REW);
however, these numbers soon dissipated with only a few still present
at the pe-riod’s end. A Cook’s Petrel was seen near the San Juan
Seamount off Santa Barbara Aug. 14 (RLP), another was 35 nautical
mi s.w. of San Miguel L., Aug.19 (RLP) and an unidentified Cookilaria
was 18 nautical mi s. of San Nicholas I., Aug. 25 (RLP); it appears
these birds remain over deep water far from shore and may be more
numerous off Califor-nia than formerly thought. In general, the
inshore waters off the s. portion of the Region were somewhat
sterile as indicated by a virtual
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lack of Pink-footed and Sooty shearwaters seen on September trips out
of San Diego and Los Angeles. Two Buller’s Shearwaters on Estero Bay
off San Luis Obispo County Sept. 22 (TME) and one 10 mi s.w. of the
Palos Verdes Peninsula Oct. 14 (HC) were the only ones seen. A Short-
tailed Shearwater off Pt. Piedras Blancas, San Luis Obispo Co., Sept. 2
(JR) and another on Estero Bay Sept. 22 (JMcD) were exceptionally
early for s. California waters. Black-vented Shearwaters appeared earli-
er than normal, and were more numerous than usual, as indicated by
15,000 on Estero Bay Aug. 29 (JMcD); numbers remained high off San
Luis Obispo County and n. Santa Barbara County, with 3000 off Mon-
tana de Oro S.P., Oct. 15 (CM), 1500 there Nov. 2 (JMcD) and 2000 off
the Santa Ynez R. mouth Oct. 25 (PEL). Unexpected were five Wil-
son’s Storm-Petrels and two Leach’s Storm-Petrels among 2000 “raft-
ing” Ashy and Black storm-petrels 10 mi off Pt. Estero, San Luis Obispo
Co., Sept. 22 (BS), this being only the 6th time Wilson’s has been found
ins. California waters. Least Storm-Pewels were relatively common and
widespread as indicated by 60 in the Catalina Channel off Los Angeles
Sept. 30 (REW) and 15 off Pt. Estero Sept. 22 (BS).
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late. A & Great-tailed Grackle in Sylmar, Los Angeles Co., Nov. 24
(ASm) was well w. of its normal range. Only three Orchard Orioles
were reported with one near San Simeon Sept. 23-24 (CM), one in
Goleta Oct. 2(PEL) and the 3rd inland at Iron Mt. Pump StationOct. 13
J0).

FINCHES — A flock of 175 Rosy Finches, an erratic late fall visitor
to the extreme n.e. portion of this Region, was encountered in West-
guard Pass of the White Mts., Nov. 13 (JLD) along with a flock of eight
in nearby Gilbert Pass the same day (JLD). Purple Finches were com-
moner than normal along the coast during October and November with
small numbers scattered across the e. portion of the Region, and a
concentration of 80 in Brawley at the end of the month (GMcC). A few
Cassin’s Finches in the e. portion of the Region, including a group of six
at F.C.R., Nov. 24 (GMcC), were undoubtedly associated with the
Purple Finch movement, as were the increased numbers of Pine Siskins
throughout the Region. Red Crossbills were widely reported, with small
numbers along the entire coast s. to San Diego with one on Pt. Loma
Oct. 25 (REW) and two more there Oct. 29 (REW); in the foothills and
mountains numbers were higher as indicated by 20 on Figueroa Mt.,
Santa Barbara Co., Nov. 3-4 (JMcD) and up to 50 at Chilao in the San
Gabriel Mts. during November (JB); a few were scattered about the
deserts, with up to 14 at California City between Oct. 14 and Nov. 10
(MHe), nine at Iron Mt. Pump Station Nov. 9 (JLD), and one as fars. as
Brawley Nov. 25-Dec. 1 (JLD), and along the Colorado R. valley with
nine near Blythe Aug. 14 (JLD). The only Evening Grosbeaks reported
were one in Goleta Nov. 17 (PEL), one to two at F.C.R., Oct. 13-28
(DRW), one at Harper Dry Lake Oct. 26 (JLD) and 18 on Mt. Palomar
Nov. 25-30 (RH).
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CORRIGENDA — The Am. Tree Sparrow reported in California
City (AB 38:248) was near Bakersfield.

CONTRIBUTORS (county coordinators in boldface) — Jonathan
Alderfer, Art Baker (ABa), Larry R. Ballard, Hal Baxter, Dean Bazzi,
Chris D. Benesh, Louis Bevier, Allyn Bissel (ABi), Milt Blatt, Jean
Brandt, Bruce Broadbooks, Hank & Priscilla Brodkin (H & PB), Eric
Brooks, Eugene A. Cardiff (San Bernardino Co.), Barbara A. Carlson,
Mark O. Chichester (Kern Co.), Herb Clarke, Paul W. Collins, Eliza-
beth Copper (San Diego Co.), Art & Jan Cupples (A & JC), Brian E.
Daniels, Donna L. Dittmann, Laverne Drake, Jon L. Dunn, Tom M.
Edell (San Luis Obispo Co.), Claude G. Edwards, Linda Farrier, John
Flavin, Bob Florand, Steve Ganley, Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles
Co.), Virginia & Wayne Gochenour (V & WG), Marjorie Hastings,
David C. Hatch, Loren R. Hays, Matt Heindel (MHe), Roger Higson,
Peter Jensen, H. Lee Jones, Brian W. Keelan, Mark Kincheloe, Paul E.
Lehman (Santa Barbara and Ventura Cos.), Gerald Maisel, Curtis Mar-
antz, John McDonald (JMcD), Bert & Margaret McIntosh (B & MMclI),
Robert McKernan (Riverside Co.), Tom Meixner, Joanne Moore,
Robert Neuwirth, Jerry Oldenettel, John Parmeter, Robert L. Pitman,
Sylvia J. Ranney (Orange Co.), Hugh Ranson, Philip & Jeri Reeder (P
& JR), Mark Robbins, Steve Rose, Jim Royer, Andy Sanders (ASa),
Larry Sansone (LaS), Luis Santaella (LuS), Rick Saval (RSa), Brad
Schram, Amold Small (ASm), Greg P. Smith, Nancy Spear, Kevin
Spencer, Garth Spitler, Richard Stallcup (RSt), Guy Tingos, Philip
Unitt, Mark Vetter, Bill Wagner, Richard E. Webster, Douglas R.
Willick, Cora Wilson, John Wilson, Sandy Wohlgemuth, Tom Wur-
ster. An additional 75+ observers who could not be individually ac-
knowledged submitted reports this season.—GUY McCASKIE, San
Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San
Diego, CA 92112.
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