MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
/Kurt F. Campbell and Stephen F. Bailey

With notable similarity to last year, our Region switched from a
drenching late fall to a dry winter, but this year a month earlier, near
the period’s start. It was colder and foggier than average, with the first
hard frost at San Francisco Bay December 15/16. There appeared to be
low winter mortality among landbirds, perhaps because of dry
conditions with most wild food crops apparently excellent; there were
few signifi-cant storms. This was the Year of the Irruptive Species,
from shear-waters to siskins, and nuthatches to nutcrackers; see
especially the finches. Irruptions are still among our most enigmatic
phenomena. The causes, and in many cases the irrupting populations’
origins, are quite unknown.

Complete reports foronly 11 of the 50 + Christmas Bird Counts in the
Region were seen.

All sightings from Palomarin and Southeast Farallon Island should
be credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory. References to the Gull refer
to Golden Gate Audubon Society’s publication, whose observations
col-umn is currently written by SFB. A dagger (*) indicates that
documenta-tion is on file with the Regional Editors.

ABBREVIATIONS — C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records Com-
mittee; C.V. = Central Valley; F.I. = Southeast Farallon Island;
P.R.B.O. = Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory; S.F. = San Francisco; ph. =

photo on file with the Regional Editors. /talicized place names are
counties.

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS — Diving birds were general-
ly scarce, both coastally and inland. Inland loons were a Red-throated
on Pardee Res., Amador, Jan. 5 (SAL et al.), another at O’Neill Fore-
bay, Merced, Dec. 20-21 (CB, KFC), rwo Arctics at O’Neill Forebay
Dec. 21 (KFC et al.), one Arctic on Sizer Flat Res., Santa Clara, Dec.
22-23 (RK, JC), and nine Commons, all in the central lowlands. The
only Yellow-billed Loon was at Pacific Grove, Monterey, Jan. 13 (AB,
S.J.). Thermalito Forebay and Afterbay, Butte, held 20-30 Horned
Grebes Feb. 18 (T & AM). Elsewhere inland this species was in more
normal numbers, with about 15 reported from 5 localities. Typical
numbers of Red-necked Grebes were in expected concentrations: 31 on
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Tomales Bay, Marin, Dec. 15 (CSw et al.), 30+ at Limantour, Marin,
Feb. 10 (JE), and nine along the Monterey-Pacific Grove shoreline Jan.
26 (AB, S.1.). Inland there were up to three on Foster City lagoon, San
Mateo, Dec. 5-22 (PJM, CBe), one at Palo Alto Flood Control Basin,
Santa Clara, Dec. 8-9 (CR, GW), and one on Thermalito Forebay Feb.
18 for apparently the Sth Butre record (T & AM). Only two “Clark’s” W.
Grebes were reported from the n. coast, where rare.

Three sightings of Laysan Albatross near Monterey Bay Dec. | were
believed to represent two individuals (AB, TC, S.J.). Northern Fulmars
were abundant all winter both offshore and along shore in the Monterey
Bay area (AB, S.J., m.ob.), with a peak concentration of 500 from
shore at Pacific Grove Dec. 12 (AB). Much smaller numbers were seen
n. of Santa Cruz. A Mottled Petrel was well seen from Pt. Pinos,
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Sonoma records), two or more Feb. | at Alpine L., Marin (RS), and one
Feb. 10 at Inverness (RS). The only Great Basin report was from
Siskiyou: “large numbers . . . present in towns at lower elevations in the
county” (MR). Red Crossbills continued their Regionwide explosion
with no clear change in abundance, August through February. With few
areas untouched, they were still clearly most abundant in Marin (e.g.,
2834 0n 2 C.B.C.s there). A flock there on Limantour Rd., Feb. 17 was
noted by JM to consist of “250+ small-billed birds and 50 medium-
billed. The different bill types give different call notes. . . . Itis possible
that more than one species is involved, observers are urged to pay
attention to vocalizations and bill size when possible.” Note the illustra-
tion of the 3 bill-size types in the Nat’l Geographic Society field guide
(three right-most birds). There have still been no signs of breeding
reported. Pine Siskins as well were abundant, with thousands seen
coastally (9116 on Dec. 30, W. Sonoma C.B.C., fide DSi, being the
highest number seen). Their presence was also conspicuous in the C.V.,
where normally very scarce; many observations were of 10-50. Our only
reported locale for Lawrence’s Goldfinch, after last spring and sum-
mer’s invasion, was at and near Napa R. Ecological Preserve; 25 were
noted Jan. 1 and “over 50" Feb. 7 (fide Gull). There were no reports of
large numbers of Evening Grosbeaks, but there were many reports of
small flocks. Two near Ft. Dick Dec. 19 (RAE) furnished the only De/
Norte sighting, but there were dozens of sightings Sacramento through
Fresno, and small numbers were on many central coast C.B.C.s.

ADDENDA — Acceptable documentation is now on file for the
following records: Cape May Warbler, Pacific Grove, Jan. 31, 1980
(AB 34:304); Costa’s Hummingbirds: San Rafael Dec. 3-31, 1983 (AB
38:354), and see AB 38:430 for photo; Los Banos Dec. 26, 1983 (AB
38:354).

CORRIGENDUM — For AB 37:335, the Black-and-white Warbler
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was near Pt. Arena, not Ft. Arena.
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