SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION
/IGuy McCaskie

December was wetter than normal, but the remainder of the winter
was dry and mild. Finches, especially Red Crossbills, remained con-
spicuously numerous and widespread after the fall influx, and Mountain
Bluebirds invaded the coast during December. Other highlights of the
winter included the Region’s first Lesser Black-backed Gull on the
Salton Sea and a cooperative Streak-backed Oriole in San Diego.

ABBREVIATIONS — N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea,
Riverside Co.; S.D.N.H.M. = San Diego Natural History Museum;
S.E.S.S. = south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial County. As virtually
all rarities found in s. California are seen by numerous observers, only
the observer initially identifying the bird is included. Documentation is
on file for all rarities listed in the report.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS — All 3 of the normally-occurring
loons appeared scarcer than usual along the coast. A Horned Grebe on
Wiest L. near S.E.S.S., Feb. 7(GEW) was at an unusual location. Red-
necked Grebes appear to have been more numerous than normal with 10
reported; one on Newport Bay Jan. 26 (LRH) and another in Santee, San
Diego Co., Dec. 30-Jan. 6 (D & NK) were s. of Los Angeles.

Northern Fulmars remained in s. California waters throughout the
period as indicated by 20 off Santa Barbara Mar. 1 (LB). Three Short-
tailed Shearwaters, rare late fall and winter visitors to s. California
waters, were 5 mi off Goleta Jan. 3 (LB) and another was 8 mi off Santa
Barbara Mar. 1 (LB). Black-vented Shearwaters were present through-
out the period as indicated by 275 off Goleta Jan. 3 (LB), 120 off San
Diego Feb. 16 (CGE), 50 off Newport Bay Feb. 17 (SG), and five off
Santa Barbara Mar. | (LB). Most unusual was an imm. Magnificent
Frigatebird at Bolsa Chica Jan. 19 (GTo), only the 2nd ever to have been
found in s. California during January.
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A Least Bittern, now rare along the coast in winter, was in Santa
Barbara Dec. 29-Feb. 9 (HM). Two ad. Little Blue Herons throughout
the period (EC) around s. San Diego Bay, where this species now
appears to be resident, were the only ones reported. Up to three Tricol-
ored Herons remained around s. San Diego Bay throughout the period
(EC), but the species was unreported elsewhere. The imm. Reddish
Egret found on s. San Diego Bay Oct. 28 was seen regularly through
Dec. 31 (EC), and what was undoubtedly this bird was found long dead
in the same area in late February (*S.D.N.H.M.), and an adult was
present there Dec. 12-Mar. 3 (AME).
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throughout all mountain areas, with 50 in the Garner Valley of the San
Jacinto Mts., Jan. 31 (BED) being one of the largest concentrations, and
were also scattered about the interior lowlands as indicated by 18 in
Bakersfield Jan. 27-Feb. 16 (RSa) and three in Brawley Feb. 21 (BED).
Pine Siskins were noticeably more numerous and widespread than usual
with exceptional numbers along the coast. A few Evening Grosbeaks
were evidently caught up in the finch influx as indicated by seven in
California City Dec. 31 (MH), two in Ventura Dec. 27 (JG), 13 on Mt.
Palomar Dec. 12-13 (RH), and two in San Diego Feb. 13 (REW).

ADDENDA — Two reports that should have been included in the fall
migration report, but which were not received in time, were of a juv.

Ruff on San Nicholasl., Sept. 26 (RD), and a & Hooded Warbler on the
same island in late August (TM).

CONTRIBUTORS (County coordinators in boldface) — Larry R.
Ballard, Chris D. Benesh, Florence G. Bennett, Louis Bevier, Milt
Blatt, Peter H. Bloom, Jean Breheny, Karen Bridgers. Mark O. Chi-
chester (Kern Co.), Olga Clarke, Jim Coatsworth. Charles T. Collins,
Paul W. Collins, Wanda Conway, Elizabeth Copper (San Diego Co.),
Alan M. Craig, Art & Jan Cupples (A & JC), Brian E. Daniels, Bobbe
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Dorsey, Ron Dow, Laverne Drake, Jon L. Dunn, Tom M. Edell (San
Luis Obispo Co.), Art Edwards, Claude G. Edwards, Alan M. Eisner,
Gary M. Fellers. Steve Ganley, Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles
Co.), Wayne & Virginia Gochenour (W & VG), Jesse Grantham, Robb
A. Hamilton, Don & Marjory Hastings (D & MH), Loren R. Hayes,
Matt Heindel, Roger Higson, Greg Homel. Max Johnson, Brian W.
Keelan, David & Nancy Kelley (D & NK), David King, Stephen A.
Laymon, Paul E. Lehman (Santa Barbara & Ventura Cos.), Elizabeth
Manning, Curtis Marantz, Helen Matelson, Robert E. Maurer, Robert
McKernan (RMcK) (Riverside Co.), Jim Montgomery, Douglas M.
Morton. Tom Murphy, Jerry Oldenettel, Marty Orell, Dennis Parker,
Kurt Rademacher (KRa). Sylvial. Ranney, Kathy Rindlaub (KRi), Ken
Rosenberg (KRo), Luis Santaella, Rick Saval (RSa), Beatrice Smith,
Greg P. Smith, Richard Stallcup (RSta), John & Phyllis Stauffer (J &
PS). Kelly Steele. Don Sterba, Richard Stovall (RSto), Guy Tingos
(GTi). Gerald Tolman (GTo), Phil Unitt, Bob Van Meter, George E.
Wallace, Richard E. Webster, Morley Weir, Douglas R. Willick (Or-
ange Co.), Tom Waurster, Sally Zengel, Kevin Zimmer. An additional
75+ observers who could not be individually acknowledged submitted
reports this season.—GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natural History
Museum, Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112.
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