SOUTHWEST REGION

Arizona, Sonora

David Stejskal, Janet Witzeman

eather this spring was about normal across the state
with April being the wettest month in many areas.
April also did heat up in many areas with some tempera-
tures exceeding 100°F, mirroring the pattern of last year.
Migration was unspectacular in most areas of the state. A
few species were notably scarce this spring including Ruby-
crowned Kinglet (true also for the winter), Western Wood-
Pewee, and Brown-headed Cowbird. Eastern vagrant land-
birds (especially warblers) put in a particularly poor
showing. Again, we received very few reports from the Low-
er Colorado River as birders tended to concentrate their
efforts in the southeastern corner of the state. Resident
birders should try to expand their coverage to include other
parts of the state to better our understanding of the avifauna
of poorly-covered areas. They might find that other areas are
just as rewarding as, if not more so than, the southeastern
corner.

ABBREVIATIONS — L.C.R. = Lower Colorado River.
GREBES THROUGH HERONS — Horned Grebe is a very
sparse spring migrant throughout the state, and was previously

unrecorded in the n.e. corner in spring until two breeding-
plumaged birds were found Mar. 22 at Round Rock L. (Br]). A
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flock of 60 W. Grebes, containing both light and dark morphs,
was found at Willow L., Prescott, Apr. 19. Numbers diminished
through the period but the remaining birds (morph?) were per-
forming courtship displays in May (CT, BT, H & AG). The W.
Grebe (either morph) is not known to breed anywhere in the
state away from the L.C.R. and the ephemeral Painted Rock Res.

Aflock of 20 + Am. White Pelicans was at Willow L., Apr. 4-5
(CT, BT, H & AG). This was a larger than usual number for the
Prescott area. An ad. Brown Pelican found at Painted Rock Dam
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Larger numbers of Cassin’s Finches also remained in s.e. Ari-
zona and in the Prescott area well into April with small flocks
still being reported at various localities to the first week of May
(e.g., at Portal to May 3). The latest individual reported was on
Mt. Lemmon, Santa Catalina Mts., May 13 (RBa, DH). Red
Crossbills departed most lowland areas by late March, but a
male was still at Globe Apr. 24 (BeJ). Lawrence’s Goldfinches
were still being reported at a few places in s.e. Arizona in early
to mid-March, with a few into April, such as two with 300+
Lessers at Organ Pipe Cactus N.M., Apr. 7 (GM, S. Russell).
Small flocks of Evening Grosbeaks at scattered locations across
the state remained until the first week of May and to mid-May
in the Prescott area (m.ob.).

CORRIGENDA — There are now at least one dozen records of
Black-necked Stilt for n.e. Arizona (AB 37:943). There have
been at least 7 spring records of Forster’s. Tern in n.e. Arizona
(AB 37:943). The Sonoita pair of Black-shouldered Kites
fledged four young, not five (AB 38:1048).

CONTRIBUTORS (Area compilers in boldface) — Charles Bab-
bitt, Robert Barber (RBa), John Bates (JBa), Jerry Bock, Rick Bowers
(RBo), Robert Bradley (RBr), Richard Ferguson, Agnes Gaither, Har-
old Gaither, Sharon Goldwasser, Clive Green, Dan Heathcote, Tom
Huels, Chuck Hunter, Betty Jackson (Be], Globe), Brad Jacobs (BrJ,
Navajo Indian Reservation), Gale Monson, Arnold Moorhouse
(Huachuca Mts. & McNeal), Robert Morse, Robert Norton, John
Saba, Walter & Sally Spofford (W & SSp, Portal), Sherman Suter
(SSu, Tucson), Rick Taylor, Bob Thomen, Dick Todd, Carl Tomoff
(Prescott).—DAVID STEJSKAL, 8032 N. 11th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ
85021; JANET WITZEMAN, 4619 E. Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, AZ
85018.
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