SOUTHWEST REGION

Arizona, Sonora

Janet Witzeman and David Stejskal

his summer two areas were covered more thoroughly
than ever before, enabling us to fill in more of the gaps
inour knowledge of the state. An intensive study was made
along the San Pedro River, Gila River, and lower Bonita
Creek in the southeast, and along the lower Gila River in the
southwest. And now that we have a resident birder in the
northeast corner, that area has been providing some signifi-
cant records as well. Another set of records was provided
from the newly opened Granite Reef Aqueduct (part of the
Central Arizona Project) that is transferring water (and wild-
life) from the Colorado River to central Arizona.
Visitors from south of the border provided excitement as
usual—a new state record, two new nesting records, and a
surprising quantity and quality of hummingbirds.

ABBREVIATIONS — G.R.A. = Granite Reef Aqueduct; L.C.R. =
Lower Colorado River; S.P.R. = San Pedro River.

GREBES THROUGH HERONS — Both Western and
“Clark’s” grebes remained at Prescott again for the 2nd summer,
with a maximum of 17 individuals June 14 and diminishing
numbers thereafter (CT). Only one Am. White Pelican was re-
corded this season; it was at Tucson July 7 (R. Kennedy). Indi-
vidual imm. Brown Pelicans were reported at 3 areas in Tucson
June 29-July 19, plus one in Green Valley, s. of Tucson, in late
July (fide SSu). Another immature was along the G.R.A. at
Vicksburg July 27-28 (SF, MC). The imm. Olivaceous Cormo-
rant at Willcox since early spring was still present July 2 (GM).
More Magnificent Frigatebirds than we have had in recent years
were reported; six were observed over Yuma July 10 (tE. & L.
Schmidt, F. & . Szehner), and three were carried E to the mouth
of Madera Canyon duringa storm July 6 (ph. BZ, B. Drummond,
JD et al.). One June 5 at Yuma (GR) represented the earliest date
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for the state and only the 3rd for June. The majority have been
recorded from July to October.

A Least Bittern at Guevavi Ranch, Nogales, June 15-25 + (JBo,
SK, ph. SSu) was in a new locality and represented one of only a
few records for s.e. Arizona. A Snowy Egret was present on and
off all summer at Prescott where the species is usually only a
migrant (CT). A late Snowy Egret was at Willcox June 9 (BC),
and five were along the G.R.A., e. of Vicksburg, all period (SF,
MC). An early Tricolored Heron was at Willcox June 9 (+BC,
LH) and apparently remained until July 24 when it or another
was reported there (M. Garland). There are now almost 2 dozen
state records of this straggler from the south. A Cattle Egret,
uncommon anywhere in the state in summer, especially in n.
Arizona, was at Prescott June 6-14 (CT). An ad. Yellow-
crowned Night-Heron at Dudleyville June 26-July 12+ (JS, ph.
SSu) was probably the same individual as was there in May
1984.
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the state. The 8 Hooded Warbler at Page Springs remained
through its 3rd summer there and on into the fall (fide CT).
Another was in Ramsey Canyon June 30 (*M. Newstrom et al.),
for one of several summer records for the Huachuca Mts.

TANAGERS THROUGH FINCHES — The & Flame-colored
Tanager and ¢ W. Tanager in Cave Cr. Canyon, Chiricahuas,
nested a 2nd time with only one young surviving this time,
having fledged in mid-July (SSu, m.ob.). Summer Tanagers
were found to be common on the S.P.R. and Gila R. at Ft.
Thomas, but there was none found w. of Phoenix on the lower
Gila R. or L.C.R. between Imperial and Laguna dams, an area
where they were fairly common prior to the 1983 floods (CH,
TC). Two Summer Tanagers were observed near Heber July 20-
21 (BH); the species is a sparse transient in n.e. Arizona, espe-
cially at that elevation.

Varied Buntings at interesting locations were a male at Portal
June 10 (+F. Hamlen), a male in the Swisshelm Mts. near Elfrida
July 22 (AM), and one in Davidson Canyon, about 25 mi n. of
Sonoita, July 25 (GM). A & Painted Bunting, a late summer
visitor, was seen at a ranch near Hereford July 20 (+TGn).

Six adults and two young Green-tailed Towhees on top of the
Carrizo Mts., n.e. Arizona, July 6 (Br], C. LaRue) added new
information from this little-worked area. Six to eight Black-
chinned Sparrows with some young found e. of Sycamore Res.,
Santa Catalina Mts., June 22 (JBa, JBo), represented the first
breeding evidence for that mountain range. The species breeds
more commonly farther n. in Arizona and only sparsely and
locally in other parts of s.e. Arizona.

Two ad. Grasshopper Sparrows with a juvenile were studied
at Chino Valley, n. of Prescott, July 28-29 (+H & AG, BT). Except
for a possible nesting record at Camp Verde in 1916, this was
the first evidence of the species’ nesting away from s.e. Arizona.
Of interest is the fact that a male was found at Chino Valley in
July 1973. It may have been nesting there earlier and over-
looked. An unseasonal White-crowned Sparrow (gambelii) at a
Portal feeder July 5 (ph. S & WSp) provided one of only a few
summer records for s. Arizona.

Three Orchard Orioles were reported, two (a singing imm.
male and a fernale) near Kino Springs June 8 (GM, F. Scheider),
and a female in n.w. Tucson July 23 (RBo). A late Red Crossbill
was at Phoenix June 6 (DS), and a late Pine Siskin was near
Hayden June 3 (CH).

CORRIGENDUM — Great Egret is, and has been, a fairly
common resident on the L.C.R., nesting mainly at Topock
Marsh but also at a number of smaller rookeries. The report that
nesting of Great Egret near Yuma in 1984 was the first con-
firmedbreedingin the state in a decade (AB 38:1048) was incor-
rect.
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