MIDDLE PACIFIC

Kurt F. Campbell, Richard A. Erickson,
and Stephen F. Bailey

he passerine nest season was very early and generally

very successful, a result of dry, mostly warm-to-hot
conditions after an adequately wet winter. In this regard,
post-breeding dispersal was notably strong and early as
well. There was little correlation among the vagrants as to
whether this was a good season or not, some showing
strongly, others little at all.

Despite radical alterationand development that has taken
place on the Tulare Lake basin in the southern Central Val-
ley over the last century, that area remains abundant and
critical wildlife habitat; note here the many records by GG
for that area. It is hard to imagine its one-time magnificence.
There was much new information this season for the Re-
gion; observers are to be congratulated for their explora-
tions, and are encouraged to ponder the results.

ABBREVIATIONS — C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records Com-
mittee; C.V. = Central Valley; O.S.P. = Open Space Preserve; S.F.
= San Francisco; W.A. = Wildlife Area; ph. = photo on file with
the Regional Editors. Italicized names refer to counties. All sight-
ings from Palomarin and S.E. Farallon 1. (hereafter F.1.) should be
credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory (hereafter P.R.B.O.). Refer-
ences to the Gull refer to Golden Gate Audubon Society’s publica-
tion, whose observations column is currently written by SFB.

GREBES THROUGH CORMORANTS — Nesting phenology
of Eared Grebes varies markedly among years at Lower Klamath
and Tule Lake refuges. This year they only became abundant
and bred in numbers in late July and August (MR, m.ob.). Large
W. Grebe colonies at L. Almanor, Plumas (1000+ nests), and
Mountain Meadows Res., Lassen (50-100 nests), were not used
this year, apparently due to low waterlevels (DAA, BED). Other
colonies in n.e. California seemed okay (BED). At Bridgeport L.,
Mono, there were 118 W. Grebe nests and 4 of “Clark’s” Grebe.
Of pairs on the lake, many were Westerns, 2 were Clark’s, and
none was mixed (RS et al.). Twenty non-breeding individuals at
Corcoran Irrigation District Ponds, Kings, July 1 were all
“Clark’s” (GG). Three “Clark’s” at Big Sur R. mouth, Monterey,
June 8 represented the 2nd summer record for the county (DR),
but few people have looked for this “new” species more than a
few years.
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A Laysan Albatross was reported 9 mi w. of Pt. Reyes May 27
(BW, fide GSL). Northern Fulmars were unusually numerous
for summer, with 10 on trips beyond the Cordell Banks, Marin,
June 23 & 30 and up to five on most Monterey area trips (DLS,
AB). A Solander’s Petrel was reported 15 mi w. of F.L, June 3
(DGA, LS), but we have received no details. Six probable Cook’s
Petrels were off the Continental Shelf s.w. of Cordell Banks
June 23 (tREW, +JML, 1JM, tph. DR, tBDP, DLS). Based on
precedent (e.g., the Nov. 17, 1983 Santa Cruz specimen) and
known range at sea, these were most probably Cook’s Petrels,
but to rule out the very similar Pterodroma defillipiana or even
P. pycrofti will require more research. Another “Cookilaria”
petrel was seen 15 mi w.n.w. of Pt. Pinos July 13 (JM). No
species identification was possible.

Single Flesh-footed Shearwaters were off Monterey July 13
(M, ph. SFB, DLS) and beyond F.L, July 7 (KH, DY). A rather
early Buller’s Shearwater was also beyond F.I., July 7 (JM, DY).
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An ad. Golden-crowned Sparrow in non-breeding plumage
July 1 at the Killgore Hills, Siskiyou (RE), was the Region’s 3rd
for July. A black-lored White-crowned Sparrow was on F.L,
June 24, with the only spring precedents there singles May 31,
1973 and July 1, 1968. Either Z. I leucophrys (eastern U.S.) or
oriantha (Sierra, Cascades, etc.) is possible, but I favor the for-
mer; the bird arrived the same day as a Gray Catbird and two N.
Parulas, with typical e. vagrant timing. Observers are strongly
encouraged to watch for black-lored White-crowneds in the
lowlands; their status there is poorly known, but they do occur.

Bobolinks were noted as follows: a male June 18-22 at Palo-
marin, a female June 30 at Las Gallinas sewage ponds, Marin
(fide Gull) and a male July 8 near Callahan, Siskiyou (R. Moore,
fide MR); the latter bird was not present thereafter. A 3 Yellow-
headed Blackbird on outer Pt. Reyes June 21 (R. Wimpfheimer,
DT, fide RS) furnished our latest-ever spring record for the
coast; there are in fact only 4 other June records on file for the
coast. Hooded Orioles continued to be well-reported through
the Region (see last spring’s report). Notable were 40+ in the
Arcata/Eureka area this season (S. Fitton, fide JSt) where there
were only “a couple of reports prior to 1979.” The huge irrup-
tion of Red Crossbills has clearly passed, with numbers after
mid-June essentially “normal.” Breeding was confirmed near
Mammoth Crater in Siskiyou July 16 (DS, DB) with nest-build-
ingseen in aJeffrey Pine, and just e. of Ebbetts Pass, Alpine, July
18 (RS), withadultsfeedingfledglings. Lawrence’s Goldfinches
not only quit theirirruption, they went unreported except for a
male July 21 at McGurk Meadow (7000 ft elevation!), Yosemite
N.P. (tJML), and four along Mines Rd., Alameda, the same day
(ALE)—a regular locale.

ADDENDUM — Received late was a report of San Mateo’s
2nd-ever Bay-breasted Warbler: a male along Gazos Creek Rd.,
June 13, 1984 (+PJM).

CORRIGENDUM — In last summer’s report, the locale of the
Blue-winged x Golden-winged Warbler should have been the
Westwood sewage ponds (not “Wetwood”). Note also that Dr.
Kenneth C. Parkes has commented after examining this bird
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that it is “clearly of the category called ‘heterozygous Golden-
wing’ in my 1951 paper, with the genotype WsSspp (note that
there is a typographical error in the caption to the plate in this
paper; the heterozygous Golden-wing genotype is erroneously
given as WsSsPP). This genotype can be obtained by various
backcrosses, such as between an F, ‘Brewster’s’ and a Golden-
winged Warbler.” I was thus incorrect in calling it a “Law-
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rence’s” type.
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