MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
/John Sterling and Kurt F. Campbell

Summer’s swelter dominated the Region through the first half of the
fall, but by November we were receiving almost continual rains and
temperatures significantly below normal (but no hard frosts in the low-
lands). Better-than-average upwelling kept sea surface temperatures 1-
3°C below normal for September, with October near normal. A single
strong migrant wave was evident on the Farallones, but what a wave!
Some 1700 landbirds arrived there October 2, both western species and
many vagrants. For no other fall in the Region’s history would the
cliche, “quality not quantity” have been so accurate. Many regular
‘vagrants’ were down in numbers, yet the great variety of truly first-rate
birds (many seen by few birders) made for a stunning overview of the
rarer landbirds.

All sightings from Palomarin and S.E. Farallon Island should be
credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory. A dagger (1) indicates that
documentation is on file with the Regional Editors.

ABBREVIATIONS — C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records Com-
mittee; C.V. = Central Valley; F.I. = S.E. Farallon Island; P.R.B.O.
= Point Reyes Bird Observatory; S.F. = San Francisco; Gray Lodge
= Gray Lodge State Wildlife Area. References to the Gull refer to
Golden Gate Audubon Society’s publication, whose observations col-
umn is written by Stephen F. Bailey. Italicized names refer to counties.

LOONS THROUGH TUBENOSES — The inland Arctic Loon found
summering at Iron Gate Res., Siskiyou (MR) remained through the end
of the fall. Last fall a bloom of pelagic red crabs (Pleuroncodes plan-

ipes) was detected for the first time off F.I., and this fall the phenom-
enon appeared again in larger magnitude but attracted only 50 + Arctic
Loons in contrast to last year’s 4000 (PH). An unusually pelagic
Pied-billed Grebe was found 4 mi offshore in Monterey Bay Sept. 7
(JML, EH). As usual only a few Hormmed Grebes were reported inland
with 12 on Camanche Res., Oct. 7 (DY) a notable concentration.
Light-phase W. Grebes are scarce along the coast; one at Elkhom
Slough, Sept. 12 (DR) and another along the Mad R., Nov. 4 & 18
(KVR, JSt) were the only ones reported. Observers should look for
this form on the coast as its status is not completely understood.
Anchovies attracted large flocks of Brown Pelicans with 1000-3000
off Pescadero Aug. 19 (WB) and F.1. ‘s all time high of 5220 Sept. 4
(PH, P.R.B.O.).

Northern Fulmars arrived early with five on Monterey Bay (over-
summering birds?) Aug. 3 (JD) with numbers increasing to 75 + Oct. 20
(JM et al.) and 400 Nov. 11 (JML et al.). Low numbers of Pink-footed
Shearwaters were recorded, but in Monterey Bay 350 Sept. 12 (JD ez
al.) and 150 Sept. 19 (RS et al.) were normal counts. As usual, a few
rare Flesh-footed Shearwaters were found with one on Monterey Bay
Sept. 1, 3, & 12, and two Oct. 13 & 20 (AB, BDP, JD, SFB et al.).
Another off Ft. Bragg Oct. 7 (JSt) may represent a first Mendocino
record. Very few Buller’'s Shearwaters were found as they were absent
near F.I. until a few hundred appeared during the last week of October
(PH). Elsewhere numbers varied from an early one off Crescent City
Aug. 18 (JSt) to a high of 35 on Monterey Bay Nov. 11—the last
recorded date (JML, DLS, AB). Sooty Shearwaters were nearly absent
on some pelagic trips, but huge numbers were associated with an ancho-
vie run: 103,000 off Pescadero Sept. 2 (WB), 8800 in 5 min. at F.I.,
Aug. 28 (PH, P.R.B.O.) and 75,000 in 2 hours off Pt. Reyes Sept. 2
(LCB, BDP). Amiving at Monterey Bay in mid-September with two
Sept. 19 (RS), Short-tailed Shearwaters were seen until Oct. 20 with
five to eight as the high count (JM).

This fall’s most spectacular pelagic event was the unprecedented
invasion of Black-vented Shearwaters. About 100 were on Monterey
Bay Aug. 22 (DLS) and increased to 4000 Oct. 20 (JM). Large numbers
were commonly spotted from shore from Monterey to Pt. Reyes with
high counts of 1000 in 5 min. off Pescadero Oct. 14 (WB), 1100 from
Pt. Reyes Sept. 29 (LCB) and 2000 there Oct. 3 (JE). Northward, 10
were off Ft. Bragg Oct. 7 (JSt), and one off Del Norte Sept. 27 (GSL)
provided a first county record.

Wilson’s Storm-Petrels were again found on Monterey Bay with
singles Aug, 26-Oct. 7 (DR et al.), and two Sept. 16 (JM, JML et al.).
In contrast to last fall’s invasion, only one Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel was
encountered—Sept. 16 at Cordell Banks (BDP). The large rafts of Ashy
and Black storm-petrels on Monterey Bay were found Aug. 26-Nov. 11
and peak numbers were on Oct. 7 with 8000 and 6000, respectively
(JML, DLS, AB). Although fewer were present than in last year’s
unprecedented invasion, Least Storm-Petrels were found on Monterey
Bay in good numbers Aug. 18-Oct. 14 with peaks of 200+ Sept. 16 &
19 (JM, RS).

BITTERNS THROUGH IBISES — Five Least Bitterns were report-
ed from the C.V. where they are present in small numbers: three adults
and one immature at S. Wilbur Flood Area, Kings Sept. 1 (GG) and one
at Sacramento N.W.R., Oct. 14 (NG). Single Great Egrets at L. Al-
manor Aug. 25 and Oct. 26 were locally rare (DAA), and Snowy Egrets
were at the n. end of their coastal range with four Aug. 13-18 at Smith
R., and five at L. Talawa Oct. 6 (RAE et al.). They have been increas-
ing tremendously in Humboldt in the last decade and an increase in Del
Norte seems likely. Cattle Egrets staged an invasion to the coast in mid-
November that increased into the winter. Flocks of 20-60 were encoun-
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held more than interior mountains, where the best report was “at least
300 at the peak” near Chester, Plumas (DAA). Thirty-three were report-
ed from Yolo and Sacramento in the C.V., Oct. 28 +. Hundreds could
be seen on any day in much of Marin; the largest count, 2000 on Mt.
Tamalpais Aug. 11 (fide Gull) tempts one to contemplate the absolute
numbers present. An abundance of douglas-fir cones provided food in
most areas. Several specimens appeared to be referable to “West Coast”
races (fide N. K. Johnson), but there were no signs of breeding. Pine
Siskins as well had a most impressive fall through all (?) the Region.
Palomarin recorded over 100 on one day in August, then on 8 days in
September (/600 Sept. 23), 16 days in October, and 4 days in Novem-
ber. They were “widespread and abundant” in Sacramento (TM), but no
reports informed us of their status in interior mountains. Lesser Gold-
finches had “perhaps the best year ever” at Palomarin (peak 26 Oct. 2).
Twelve Lawrence’s Goldfinches on the immediate coast Sept. 8-28
could be tied to this spring’s irruption. Scattered sightings of one to four
Evening Grosbeaks on the n. coast Sept. 7+ (fide RAE) were not
unusual, but 10+ sightings of singles and small flocks from Sonoma to
Monterey and in Sacramento (first and largest: 40+ Oct. 13 on Willow
Creek Rd., Sonoma—KFC, NTC et al.) indicated a lowland invasion.
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McNab, Greg Mensik, Peter J. Mewopulos, Mike Morgan, Joseph Mor-
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(Siskiyou Co.), Don Roberson (Monterey Co.), Ken V. Rosenberg,
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water, Dianne Sierra (DSi), Rich Stallcup, John Sterling (JSt) (Hum-
boldt Co.), Gary J. Swachan, David Suddjian (DSu), Steve Summers,
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Kent VanVuren, Brian Weed, Jon Winter, David Yee (San Yoaquin
Co.), Carol Yoder, Bob Yutzy.—JOHN STERLING (Loons through
Alcids), P.O. Box 4285, Arcata, CA 95521, and KURT F. CAMP-
BELL (Pigeons through Finches), P.O. Box 268, Cotati, CA 94928.
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