MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION

Richard A. Erickson, Stephen F. Bailey,
and Alan D. Barron

F arallon Islands seabirds had mixed reproductive suc-
cess. Western Gulls and Common Murres did rather
well, while Brandt’s Cormorants and Cassin’s Auklets had
a fair season. Pelagic Cormorants and Pigeon Guillemots,
the inshore feeders most sensitive to the warm water/re-
duced upwelling syndrome (e.g., El.Nifio), suffered a bad
season. Conversely, the latter two species reproduced well
in Monterey County (AB). A levee break at Big Lake, Shasta
County, flooded many acres and attracted county record
numbers of seven species of waterbirds July 13 (BY, BVdM).
At Pt. Reyes the spring vagrant season was generally un-
impressive, but coverage may have been down. In contrast,
Humboldt County experienced its best June on record.
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ABBREVIATIONS — C.BR.C. = California Bird Records
Committee; C.V. = Central Valley; O.S.P. = Open Space Preserve;
S.F. = San Francisco; W.A. = Wildlife Area; ph. = photo on file
with the Regional Editors. Italicized names refer to counties. All
sightings from Palomarinand S.E. Farallon I. (hereafter F.1.) should
be credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory (hereafter P.R.B.0.). Ref-
erences to the Gull refer to Golden Gate Audubon Society’s pub-
lication, whose observations column is currently written by Helen
A. Green.

LOONS THROUGH PELICANS — Northbound loons
were noted as late as June 13 (four Red-throateds and 23 Pacifics
at Pigeon Pt., San Mateo) and June 18 (seven Pacifics at Santa
Cruz—all DLSu). Horned Grebes lingered at outer Pt. Reyes
to June 2 (JM, DAH) and Bodega Bay to July 19 (DAH, KFC),
and Red-necked Grebes lingered with them to June 5 (two—
RS) and June 15 (SFB) at Pt. Reyes, and to June 16 at Bodega
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with hundreds present, especially at Ackerson Meadow, Tuol-
umne. Siskiyou’s 3rd Lawrence’s Goldfinch record (of a male
and two females on the Klamath R. near the Oak Knoll Ranger
Station June 18—fMR) was the most significant of several re-
ports. The species is still unrecorded in adjacent Oregon. Two
Evening Grosbeaks in Fortuna June 2 (C. Monet, fide RLeV),
two at Crescent City June 23 (ADB), and one at Westhaven,
Humboldt, July 4 (RAE, GSL, LPL) were the only lowland re-
ports.
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