SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

he summer season was again uneventful, with stable

weather conditions and average temperatures for this
time of the year. Small range extensions were established
by the discovery of breedingbirds just outside the species’
known range, but there were many more reports of “pos-
sible breeding” that would extend a species’ range, and
these should be followed up in future breeding seasons.

ABBREVIATIONS — L.S.UM.Z. = Louisiana State University
Museum of Zoology, Baton Rouge, La.; N.E.S.S. = north end of the
Salton Sea, Riverside Co.; S.C.R.E. = Santa Clara River Estuary,
Ventura Co.; S.E.S.S. = south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.;
S.F.K.R.P. = the South Fork of the Kern River Preserve at the e.
end of Isabella L., Kern County. As virtually all rarities found in
s. California are seen by numerous observers, only the observer
initially identifying the bird is included. Documentation is on file
with the California Bird Records Committee (% Don Roberson, 282
Grove Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950) for all rarities listed in this
report, and records submitted without documentation are not
published.

GREBES THROUGH STORKS — Five pairs of Eared
Grebes nesting at the S.C.R.E. (JSR) were the only breeding
birds reported; this species is a local and irregular breeder
along the coast of s. California. On July 12, 20 Clark’s Grebes,
including eight white downy young, were seen on the Piute
Ponds near Lancaster for the first documented nesting record
away from ColoradoR. valley, N.E.S.S., and San Diego in recent
years (KLG). A N. Fulmar found recently dead at Atascadero
Beach July 26 (GPS) indicated a few remained offshore through
the summer.

Brown Pelican numbers built up to over 200 on the Salton
Sea by early July (GMcC) but the species was unreported else-
where inland. An ad. Olivaceous Cormorant at N.E.S.S., July
19 (GMcC) and Aug. 3 (MAP) was undoubtedly the same bird
seen here in spring, and probably the individual seen off and
on at this location in late summer since 1982. Single imm.
Magnificent Frigatebirds were seen along the coast over s. San
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Diego Bay July 13 (GMcC), the Pacific Palisades July 3 (DMcL),
Playa del Rey July 13 (CF), La Conchita, Ventura Co., July 1
(LRB), and over Santa Cruz I., July 12 (LLN); inland, single
immatures were at N.E.S.S., June 28 (GMcC) and July 12 (MAP),
and at S.E.S.S., July 19 (GMcC).

There are very few nesting records for Am. Bitterns in s.
California in recent years, hence the presence of at least 5
pairs in the Prado Basin near Corona, Riverside Co., throughout
the period, and the finding of a juvenile there July 31 (LRH),
were of interest. Two pairs of Great Biue Herons nesting at
Legg L. in El Monte (MCL), 6 pairs along the Santa Ana R. in
Anaheim (DRW), and 20 pairs nesting along the Kern R, e. of
Bakersfield (MOC) were away from known breeding sites. The
number of nesting pairs of Great Egrets at Morro Bay rose to
13 this summer (GPS); fair numbers were again present all
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birds in Rustic Canyon, Los Angeles Co., June 23 (BW), at Mal-
ibu in late June (JKA), and in Santa Barbara all summer (SP)
were w. of the species’ known breeding range, and considered
summer stragglers. A & Scarlet Tanager near Lopez L., San Luis
Obispo Co., June 14 (CM) was one of a very few ever found in
spring. A pair of W. Tanagers at Cerro Alto Campground near
Morro Bay June 26-July 11 (JMcD) appeared to be on territory,
and, if nesting, would establish the first breeding record for
this area. A & Pyrrhuloxia, an accidental straggler to California,
was well seen at Cottonwood Springs in Joshua Tree N.M.,
June 1 (GH). A & Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Oasis June 7 (PJM)
was a late spring vagrant, but a male and female at the
S.F.K.R.P. duringlate July (SL) and single males in the Laguna
Mts., June 21-22 (AR) and in La Jolla July 29 (RP) were all
summer stragglers. No Indigo Buntings were found in the
S.F.K.R.P., where small numbers had been found in recent
summers, but up to three territorial males were present in the
Prado Basin near Corona June 4+ (LRH) and nesting should
be looked for in this area in the future. A 8 Dickcissel at Oasis
June 9 (BS) was in the same area where Dickcissels have been
found at about this time in the past 2 years. Singing Grass-
hopper Sparrows at 4 locations around Weldon during June
and July (RB) were the first to be found in Kern County in
many years. Two pairs of Dark-eyed Juncos found nesting in
LaJolla in June (JO'B) were the first ever to have been found
nesting along the coast s. of Los Angeles County.

A 2 Bobolink at Oasis June 9 (BS) was late for s. California.
Twenty pairs of Great-tailed Grackles nesting in the Prado
Basin near Corona this summer (LRH) established the 2nd
breeding record w. of the Coast Range; a male in La Jolla Aug.
7 (PH) and another in Goleta July 6-16 (RHs) were both along
the immediate coast where still considered very rare. A Com.
Grackle, a casual straggler to California, was at Deep Springs
June 10-12 (BS). Up to three Bronzed Cowbirds were present
all summer in Brawley (GMcC), where the species undoubtedly

breeds. An Evening Grosbeak on Mt. Pinos July 24 (JML) was
unexpected, there being only one previous record in July.

ADDENDA — A recently-dead (probably shot about Jan. 1) Red-
throated Loon at N.E.S.S., Jan. 16 (SWC, *L.S.U.M.Z.) was the first
ever to be found on the Salton Sea. Two Lark Buntings, now very
rare and irregular in spring, were near Borrego Springs, San Diego
Co., Apr. 11 (JK, ph.).

CONTRIBUTORS (County coordinators in boldface) — Jon-
athan K. Alderfer, Brian W. Arnold, Larry R. Ballard, Robert Barnes,
Chris Benesh, Dana Bleitz-Sanburg (DB-S), Bruce Broadbooks, Hank
& Priscilla Brodkin (H & PB), Steven W. Cardiff, Mark O. Chichester
(Kern Co.), Elizabeth Copper (San Diego Co.), Brian E. Daniels,
Donna L. Dittman, Eileen Duarte, Jon L. Dunn, Tom M. Edell (San
Luis Obispo Co.), Claude G. Edwards, Mack & Janet Fader (M &
JF), Chris Floyd, Kevin Forster, Sylvia & James Gallagher (S & ]G),
Kimball L. Garrett (Los Angeles Co.), Kem L. Hainebach, Pam
Hanlein, Don & Marjorie Hastings (D & MH), Loren R. Hays, Gjon
Hazzard, Rick Hewett (RHe), Roger Higson (RHi), Ron Hirst (RHs),
Mark Holmgrem, James Kieran, Dave King, Jeri M. Langham, Steve
Laymon, Paul E. Lehman, Joan E. Lentz, Mike Lippsmeyer, Michael
C. Long, Hue & JoAnn MacKenzie (H & JM), Curtis Marantz, John
McDonald (JMcD), Robert McKernan (RMcK) (Riverside Co.), Dave
McLeod (DMcL), Peter J. Metropulos, Joanne Moore, Stephen J.
Myers, Larry L. Norris, John O’'Brien (JO’B), Rusty Padrero, Michael
A. Patten, Sally Pierce, Hugh Ranson, Ardith Reed, Jim S. Royer
(Ventura Co.), Ron Ruppert, Barry Sauppe, Rick Saval, Gregory P.
Smith, Jan Tarble, Richard E. Webster, Miles Wheeler, David
White, Bernard Willets, Douglas R. Willick (Orange Co.), Tom
Wurster (Santa Barbara Co.). An additional 50+ observers who
could not be individually acknowledged submitted reports this
season.—GUY McCASKIE, San Diego Natural History Museum,
Balboa Park, P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112.
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