SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

he fall period was relatively dry through October, with

less than the expected amount of coastal fog and no
Santa Ana conditions, but with above-average rainfall dur-
ing November. Waterfowl were noticeably scarce, but in-
cluded a couple of rarities, and the passage of southbound
shorebirds was about average with only one true rarity.
Numbersof migrant landbirds were low, this being especial-
ly noticeable in the numbers of wood warblers found at the
traditional vagrant traps, even though 38 species were re-
ported. In contrast to last fall there was no movement of
finches within the Region or into the Region.

ABBREVIATIONS — F.C.R. = Furnace Creek Ranch in Death
Valley, Inyo Co.; N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
Co.; S.C.R.M. = Santa Clara River mouth near Ventura, Ventura
Co.; S.D.N.HM. = San Diego Natural History Museum; S.E.S.S. =
south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial County. As virtually all rar-
ities found in southern California are seen by numerous observers,
only the observer initially identifying the bird is included. Docu-
mentation is on file with the California Bird Records Committee
(c/o Don Roberson, 282 Grove Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950) forall
rarities listed in this report, and records submitted without docu-
mentation are not published.

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS — Two Red-throated
Loons on L. Henshaw in the mountains of San Diego County
Nov. 12-17 (RH) were well inland where considered casual.
Unexpected numbers of Pacific Loons were found inland, with
one seen to crash-land in an alfalfa field at Oasis Oct. 15 (DAS),
one found on the highway near Scotty’s Castle, Inyo Co., Nov. 9
(SM), two on Quail L. in the Antelope Valley Oct. 24-Nov. 10
(DAS), one on L. Perris, Riverside Co., Oct. 23 (CMcG), one at
N.E.S.S., Nov. 3 (GMcC), and two on L. Henshaw Nov. 12-15
(RH). A flock of 211 Com. Loons on L. Henshaw Nov. 12 (RH)
was anexceptional concentration for an inland location. A Red-
necked Grebe at Avila Beach Nov. 18 (CM) was the only one
reported.

In general Procellariiformes were scarce off s. California, es-
pecially so off the s. portion of the Region during August and
September. The only Black-footed Albatross reported was one
near the Rodriguez Seamount off Santa Barbara County Sept. 16
(JO). A Flesh-footed Shearwater, rare off s. California, was off
Pt. Estero Sept. 28 (JMcD). Some 75 Buller’s Shearwaters were

Volume 40, Number 1

MOJAVE P

EHACHAP! MTS.
EHAC DESERY 1%

Py ) * Pl ANTELOPE
Conception “8Santa 05 "V aey
o 8arbara ".i's:";-.g s RNARDINO MTS
\2 : SAN GABRIEL 3% 3 e )
o & \t’»:: mrs.” M. San Gorgonio
4 o \o% A

&% o oles SAN JACINTO T8 wn JOSHUA TREE
Lt 2 ANET MTS '_@
.

SANTA ANAsfy ML e, T Y
. % MISN_ 58 %900 Jacintg O
) & 802" “Sontal . %4,0 5 e &°°0¢
3 ?CD“’ = Cataling L., N % 40530 S 2 e
gon 1 G MIN, ST. P, anza 43 <

Clemente |. A SDESERT o

PACIFIC San Diego® 5790 s

OCEAN tos Coronados BYAM E X | 3

BAJA CALIFORNIA

reported off San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara counties be-
tween Aug. 22 and Nov. 2 with 25 on Estero Bay Sept. 28 (TME)
being the largest single-day count. Three Short-tailed Shear-
waters off San Pedro Nov. 8 (CTC) and another off Pt. Loma
Nov. 20 (REW) indicated at least a few were off s. California
during November. Ten thousand Black-vented Shearwaters off
Shell Beach Oct. 31-Nov. 3 (MA) made an impressive concen-
tration. A Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel off Pt. Conception, Santa
Barbara Co., Sept. 14 (JO) was quite far south. Two dark-rumped
Leach’s Storm-Petrels among 125+ Leach’s over the San Juan
Seamount off Santa Barbara County Aug. 22 (JLD) were excep-
tionally far north. No Least Storm-Petrels were seen, even
though coverage of the offshore waters was better than usual.

The only Red-billed Tropicbirds reported were four in the
area of the San Juan Seamount Aug. 22 (JLD). Anincredible 500
Brown Pelicans were on the Salton Sea Sept. 29 (GMcC) but
only one could be found Nov. 28 (GMcC). The Olivaceous Cor-
morant found at N.E.S.S., July 27 was last seen Aug. 31 (REW).
Eight imm. Magnificent Frigatebirds at N.E.S.S., Aug. 10 (AS)
was a large number; one at N.E.S.S., Aug. 17 (GMcC) and one
over Bolsa Chica Aug. 14 (JBe) were the only others reported.
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Ventura Nov. 15 (JG) and another in San Diego Aug. 18 (CGE)
were both along the coast where casual. Four Orchard Orioles
in the Santa Barbara area Sept. 30+ (LRB, JLD) and one in
Ventura Sept. 21 (JLD) were the only ones reported. A Red
Crossbill in Long Beach Aug. 4 (BED) had undoubtedly sum-
mered locally, leaving the two at Mojave Oct. 18 (JWi) as the
only “migrants” this fall.

CORRIGENDUM — The 3 Hooded Warbler reported on San
Nicholas I. in “late August” (AB 39:212) was actually present
Sept. 5 (TM).
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