MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
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and Stephen F. Bailey

ffshore waters were rather warm during early spring,

as the annual upwelling of cold, nutrient-rich water
began late. Therefore, the Farallon Islands seabirds laid
their eggs late.

The season’s unremarkable weather allowed an evenly
paced, moderately early and rather unremarkable landbird
migration, although for a number of species a few individ-
uals were exceptionally early (especially in Monterey
County). First arrival records still form the vast bulk of
comment received on migration. The vagrant landbird
season was at least average in quantity, overall, but marked
by a lack of extreme rarities. Only two C.B.R.C.-reviewed
landbirds were discovered this season (Scissor-tailed Fly-
catcher and Worm-eating Warbler).

ABBREVIATIONS — C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records Com-
mittee; C.V. = Central Valley; O.S.P. = Open Space Preserve; S.F.
= San Francisco; W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area; ph. = photo
on file with the Regional Editors. Italicized names refer to counties.

All of the many records from Palomarin, Marin, and S.E. Farallon
L (hereafter F.1), should be credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory
(hereafter P.R.B.0.). References to the Gull refer to Golden Gate
Audubon Society’s publication, whose observations column is
currently written by Helen Green.

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS — At least 14 Red-
throated Loons appeared inland Mar. 5-25, distributed as fol-
lows: five in San Joaquin, one in Yolo, three in Contra Costa,
one in Alameda, two in Santa Clara, and two in Marin. At
Pigeon Pt., San Mateo, the peak loon migration day reported
was Apr. 18, when 75 minutes of seawatching recorded 620
Red-throateds, 2700 Pacifics, and 825 Commons (all DSu). A
Yellow-billed Loon at Eureka, Humboldt, Apr. 25-May 18 (CR,
{RAE, ph.SS, {TCh, m.ob.) was very cooperative, but another
at Waddell Cr. mouth, Santa Cruz, May 7 was seen only once
(fDSu). Late grebes included single Horneds at Crescent City
May 26 (RAE) and Pt. Reyes (JM), and two Red-neckeds to May
26 at Crescent City (RAE) and one at Bodega Harbor to June
13 (KFC, m.ob.). After very low winter numbers of Eared Grebes
at F.L, the spring peak there was of only 60 Apr. 16. At Moss
Landing, 55 Clark’s Grebes represented 35% of Aechmophorus
present Mar. 1 (DSu).

Another Laysan Albatross rode a freighter into Port of Oak-
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land, Alameda, Mar. 13. It rested at the Rotary Natural Science
Center in Oakland until it disappeared mysteriously Mar. 15
(DK, fide Gull). Four Laysan Albatrosses were reported offshore
Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Mateo Mar. 1-Apr. 25 (DLS &
fide DLS), and one was offshore Humboldt Apr. 20 (GSL). Star-
tling was the sighting of an unidentified albatross (silhouette
only) flying over the trees of Atherton, San Mateo, May 1, 4
mi from S.F. Bay and 15 mi from the ocean (PJM). As the ob-
server suggested, a ship-assisted Laysan was most likely.
Northern Fulmars remained through the period, with up to
50 off Monterey and Marin in April, and 200 off Humboldt Apr.
20 (SWH).

Researchers cruising offshore reported 4 species of gadfly
petrels (Pterodroma), but we have seen no details. Indirect re-
ports indicate the following sightings (all fide Gull, fide REW):
One Mottled Petrel and one Murphy’s Petrel 40 mi s.w. of
Trinidad Head, Humboldt, Apr. 10 (TWa, LS), three Murphy’s
Petrels and 20 Selander’s Petrels 15-20 mi s.w. of Cordell
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a sight record for Mar. 22, 1948, e. of Milpitas has been noted
(Sibley 1952. Birds of the South S.F. Bay Region. Santa Clara
Valley Audubon Society) and is here accepted. In light of these
records] find the Mar. 27, 1984 sighting, by careful observers,
also acceptable (see above AB citation). The opinion has been
circulated that Grasshopper Sparrows may turn out to regularly
winter in numbers (see Morlan’s 1985-1986 C.B.C. summary
in this year’s Christmas Bird Count issue for a conservative
version of this), but I am deeply skeptical. Observers should
continue utmost caution in any Grasshopper Sparrow or other
records outside established patterns.

Fox Sparrows departed the S.F. Bay area quite early (reported
last dates: Mar. 28, Apr. 1, and Apr. 15, the latter at Palomarin).
The last of five Swamp Sparrows this spring (the most ever
reported at this season) was on F.1., May 2-3, for the island’s
6th spring record. Records of 18 White-throated Sparrows (in-
dicating an average spring) included one straggling to May 23
at Sunnybrae, Humboldt (SWH, fide FJB). No Harris’ Sparrows
were reported—for the first spring since 1974! Only two “Slate-
colored” Juncoes reported indicates a loss of information due
to lack of observer interest, most likely. Lapland Longspur de-
parture was well-documented, with last winterers and mi-
grants as follows: one at Crescent City Harbor Mar. 21 (JKi),
four at Bay Front P., San Mateo, Mar. 22 (DSu), and two at
Hayward Shoreline Apr. 30 (BR et al.). Four Chestnut-collared
Longspurs at Honey L., Mar. 29 (SFi, PhR) were exceptionally
late—as far as we now know.

ICTERINES THROUGH FINCHES — A & Bobolink along
Pierce Point Rd., Pt. Reyes, was enjoyed May 27 (KWi). Sur-
prisingly, a small colony of Tricolored Blackbirds near Durham
Ferry provided the first substantiated breeding for San Joaquin
(DGY). Twenty-one Yellow-headed Blackbirds made the best
coastal spring showing ever. One was in Pacific Grove Mar. 20
(THr) and the rest, Monterey to Del Norte, were Apr. 19-May
20. Amazingly, the pair of Great-tailed Grackles continued to
be seen at Aquatic P. in S.F. (last mentioned in winter 1984-
1985), through at least Apr. 26 (DPM, ASH). The female was
found 6% years earlier, the male nearly 8. Hooded Oriole rec-
ords were received from an impressive 11 counties, Mar. 20+.
The first “Bullock’s” N. Orioles arrived on time as well, Mar.
20+. A Cassin’s Finch sang on the San Joaquin Experimental
Range, Madera, Mar. 25 (JLo) at 1200 ft, far below usual haunts.
Red Crossbills were in usual numbers and locales, with 4
coastal reports totalling 13 birds; they were also ‘““present”
coastally around Yurok Experimental Forest, Del Norte, (RAE),
and “fairly common” inland at Eagle L., Mar. 23 (BDP). Law-
rence’s Goldfinches were well-reported, with the only con-
centration being of 100 in Panoche Valley, San Benito, Mar. 1
(JMD, fide HG) and Mar. 9 (DWi, fide HG). No nesting was
reported. A usual few Evening Grosbeaks were on the n. coast,
the only other report being of a flock of 200+ in Janesville Mar.
22 (BDP).

ADDENDUM — A significant late report is of a Pine Grosbeak
nest discovered at Hart Lakes, Yosemite N.P., at 8640 ft, May 29,
1979 (C.W. Benkman). This is one of few discovered Sierran nests.

CORRIGENDUM — The Swamp Sparrow reported from Lava
Lakes Nature Center last spring (AB 39:348) was studied Apr. 26—
27, not May 26-27; this is still quite late, but less amazing.
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