MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION
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Alan D. Barron, and Richard A. Erickson

he first one-half of the period was dominated by
coastal fog, which depressed the counts of migrating
raptors at Pt. Diablo. October and November were dry.
Point Reyes Bird Observatory continues to provide ex-
tremely valuable reports from Palomarin and especially
Southeast Farallon Island, without which our seasonal
summaries would be quite incomplete. The authors thank
Kurt F. Campbell for extensive data handling and editorial
contributions.

ABBREVIATIONS — C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records Com-
mittee; C.V. = Central Valley; O.S.P. = Open Space Preserve; S.F.
= San Francisco; W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area; ph. = photo
on file with the Regional Editors. Italicized names refer to counties.
All of the many records from Palomarian and S.E. Farallon L
(hereafter F.1) should be credited to Pt. Reyes Bird Observatory
{hereafter P.R.B.0.). References to the Gull refer to Golden Gate
Audubon Society’s publication, whose observations column is
currently written by Helen A. Green. Most such birds were orig-
inally reported to Joseph Morlan.
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LOONS THROUGH PELICANS — Migrant loons were
detected early, with three Commons passing Pt. Pinos, Mon-
terey, Sept. 6, and two Red-throateds, six Pacifics, and three
Commons migrating at Santa Cruz Sept. 10 (all DLSu). The
flight was very intense at Santa Cruz Nov. 26, as 800 Red-
throateds and 5100 Pacifics passed in one hour (DLSu). Again
an early Pacific Loon visited L. Shastina, Siskiyou, Aug. 19-31
(RE), and another at Bridgeport Res., Mono, Oct. 31 (DS, SJ)
was also far inland. Crescent City Harbor attracted Del Norte’s
first Yellow-billed Loon Oct. 28-30 (L. Jonsson, $ADB, tGSL,
tLPL et al.). Sixty Horned Grebes in Lake Oct. 24 (JRW) was a
large inland concentration. As in 1983, Eared Grebes nested
at Moffett Field, Santa Clara, producing at least 15 young
(m.ob.). Both Westernand Clark’s grebes were “still widespread
and abundant in the Great Basin/Modoc Plateau region’ Oct.
31-Nov. 4, with “many adults still feeding % to 3% adult-sized
young” (S], DS). Repeated surveys of S.F. Bay in Marin, Ala-
meda, and Contra Costa found 8.2% Clark’s Grebes among
Aechmophorus identified this fall (DDK).

Unseasonal single Black-footed Albatross sightings were off-
shore Monterey Oct. 11 to Nov. 6 (SFB, DLSh). One Laysan
Albatross was off Monterey Nov. 30 (PhR). Up to 25 N. Fulmars
per day were offshore from Monterey to Humboldt August to
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from Stanislaus (HMR), but 10-60 were “seen daily” in the
Madera foothills to the south, Nov. 25+ (JCL)! Then again,
Evening Grosbeaks (and birds in general) wouldn't be as en-
joyable if they were too predictable, would they?

ADDENDA — Editorial trimming of the belated Autumn 1985
season report (AB 40:329-333) unfortunately removed all mention
ofthe 2nd-largest irruption of Black-vented Shearwaters in recent
Regional history. The Heermann's Gull at Stockton and the Thick-
billed Murre should have been boldfaced. A Black-billed Cuckoo
atF.I., Oct. 18, 1985 (PP—P.R.B.0.), was the island’s first and the
Region’s 5th.
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