SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

here were no unusual weather conditions in southern
Californiathisfall, the period beingdrier than normal,
and lacking Santa Ana conditions. Numbers of migrant
landbirds found along the coast and at inland “migrant
traps” were about average and contained enough ‘“va-
grants” to maintain most birders’ enthusiasm and interest.

ABBREVIATIONS — F.C.R. =Furnace Creek Ranchin Death
Valley, Inyo Co.; L.A.C.N.H.M. = Los Angeles County Natural His-
tory Museumn; N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea, Riverside
Co.;S.B.C.M. = San Bernardino County Museum; S.C.R.E. = Santa
Clara River Estuary near Ventura, Ventura Co.; S.D.N.H.M. = San
Diego Natural History Museum; S.E.S.S. = south end of the Salton
Sea, Imperial County. As virtually all rarities found in s. California
are seen by numerous observers, only the observer initially iden-
tifying the bird is included. Documentation is on file with the
California Bird Records Committee (c/o0 Don Roberson, 282 Grove
Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950) for all rarities listed in this report,
and records submitted without documentation are not published.

LOONS THROUGH STORK — A Pacific Loon on L. Per-
ris, Riverside Co., Nov. 19 (CMcG) was the only one found
inland. Five Com. Loons on L. Palmdale in the Antelope Valley,
Los Angeles Co., Sept. 28 (KLG) were early fall migrants, and
16 on L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara Co., Nov. 12 (PEL) was a
large number for an inland locality. Eleven Horned Grebes
were forced down onto Weist L. near the S.E.S.S., Nov. 17
(RHi) by stormy weather, and 35 on L. Perris Nov. 9 was a high
count for an inland locality.

A N. Fulmar off Morro Bay Aug. 5 (MC) had undoubtedly
summered locally. Two Flesh-footed Shearwaters, rare in s.
California waters, were found off Morro Bay Aug. 13 (MC). A
Buller’s Shearwater off San Diego Sept. 6 (JO) was in an area
where few are found, but one off Ventura Nov. 9 (JSR) and 43
off Morro Bay Sept. 28 (TME) were in waters where the species
regularly occurs. A Short-tailed Shearwater off Ventura Nov.
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9 (JSR) was the only one identified. A Black Storm-Petrel at
N.E.S.S., Sept. 28 (JO’B) was the first ever to be found inland
in California. Twelve Least Storm-Petrels off San Diego (some
off n. Baja California) Sept. 7 (JLD) were the only ones reported,
and based on the amount of time birders spent offshore it was
clear that very few, if any, were present n. of San Diego.

A flock of 200 Am. White Pelicans over Dana Pt., Nov. 2
(LRH) was a large number for along the coast, but at the time
ofthe year large numbers are moving S across the eastern part
of the Region. Brown Pelican numbers remained higher than
normal throughout the period on the Salton Sea, with more
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