SOUTHWEST REGION

Arizona, Sonora
Janet Witzeman and David Stejskal

fter an unusually wet spring, July was unusually dry,

with the monsoons arriving very late. “On the north

side of the Santa Rita Mountains, Botteri’s Sparrows were

present and far more vocal than usual in May, and less

vocal thanusual inmidtolate July. The precipitation levels
seemed a likely reason.” (KK).

“Passerine migration (as well as the better known passage

of shorebirds and hummingbirds) is usually well underway

by the latter part of July. It seemed especially pronounced
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this year, with larger numbers of some of the ‘typical’ July
migrants (e.g., Bank Swallow, Black-headed Grosbeak,
Western Tanager, Lark Sparrow) and some species showing
up near record-early dates” (KK). Some early dates for fall
migrants on the upper San Pedro River were Black-headed
Grosbeak July 7, Western Tanager July 8, Yellow-headed
Blackbird July 10, Solitary Vireo July 14, Lark Sparrow July
21, Western Flycatcher July 23, Warbling Vireo July 27,
and Nashville Warbler July 30 (TC). Additional near record
early dates were Gray Flycatcher August 1 at Happy Valley,
east of Tucson, Hermit Warbler in the lowlands at Tucson
by August 4, Nashville Warbler at Tucson by August 6
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Densities of Summer Tanagers on the upper S.P.R. were up
to 54.5 birds/100 acres, compared to 30.5 birds/100 acres in
1986 (TC, DK).

A Yellow Grosbeak was observed at Kino Springs July 17
(tWilliam Pieper, tRichard Ruhme), the first to be recorded in
the state since 1983. Varied Buntings are quite local in the
Tucson area; a new location was upper Caliente Wash, e. of
the Catalina Hwy, where at least three were present in late
July (KK). Another Varied Bunting, a male, was seen in Catalina
State Park July 13 (CT). There were three Painted Buntings
reported during the period: a male at Guevavi Ranch July 26
(BZ), a female on the upper S.P.R., July 27-30 (1DK, tph. TC et
al.), and a male on the upper S.P.R., July 30 ({TC).

A late Lincoln’s Sparrow was seen on the upper S.P.R., June
2 (TC).June 13 in Sawmill Canyon, HuachucaMts., Red Cross-
bills (irregular breeders here) and Evening Grosbeaks (now
regular breeders here) were both observed feeding young (RS).
Two Evening Grosbeaks, perhaps wandering in from nearby
mountains where they have been known to breed, were seen
in Prescott July 29 (CT). A ¢ Evening Grosbeak frequented a
feeder in a s.w. Phoenix yard from July 10 at least until Aug.
23 (ph. Leanna Shaberly, ph. RW). There are no previous low
elevation summer records for the state.

CORRIGENDUM — Arizona did not get its 2nd Tropical Parula
asstated in The Changing Seasons, AB 41:249. In the Winter report,
AB 41:314, the Tropical Parula was listed only as possible. There
is still only one confirmed Arizona record.
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