SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

he summer season was uneventful, with stable
weatherconditions and average temperatures for this
time of the year.

ABBREVIATIONS — N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea,
Riverside Co.; S.E.S.S. = south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial Co.;
S.C.R.E. = Santa Clara River Estuary, Ventura Co.; S.F.K.R.P.
= South Fork Kern River Preserve, Kern County. As virtually all
rarities found in s. California are seen by numerous observers,
only the observer initially identifying the bird is included. Doc-
umentation is on file with the California Bird Records Committee
(c/o Don Raberson, 282 Grove Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950) for
all rarities listed in this report, and records submitted without
documentation are not published.

LOONS THROUGH STORKS — A Pacific Loon at N.ES.S,,
June 7 (REW) was far inland where very rare. A Com. Loon at
Borrego Springs, San Diego Co., June 6 (REW) was at an unusual
locality, especially so at this time of year. A Horned Grebe on
L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara Co., June 26 (PEL) was one of a
very few to be found summeringin s. California. Eared Grebes
are sporadic breeders in s. California, hence 14 pairs nesting
around Wasco, Kern Co. (MOC, JW), and 2 pairs nesting in
Ventura (JSR) this summer were of interest.

Brown Pelicans were more numerous than expected on the
Salton Sea with 500+ present July 4 (GMcC). An ad. Olivaceous
Cormorant at N.E.S.S., June 20 (MAP) was probably the same
bird as seen here off and on since 1982. Magnificent Frigatebirds
were somewhat scarce with single immatures over Santa
Monica and Santa Barbara June 24 (RS, CL), followed by one
over San Diego July 17 (MN) and another working N along the
coast between Ventura and Santa Barbara July 18 (TEW, CF,

1486

NESE

DEATH VALEY

Calorado
River

Pt € M mRoe ANTELOPE
Conception 8Santa o AIEoS
o

Barbara
A A= e
o

<

o T

&8 O NG N <
ea : \.°’\°50
o ARG
-

o
\! SAN GABRIEL 'S¢
2 . MTS.
W oa®
L & 3
&0 2o SANTA ANAL A
18 MISN_ 5 &
o o™ “Santa oy o y
500 "\ Cotalina 1. X 8 S

- e\ PALOMAR
gan San : MIN, ST. P, anza
lements |,

Cl
PACIFIC
OCEAN

tos Coronndos h.

BH), one at N.E.S.S., July 12 (MAP), and a 6th at S.E.S.S., July
30 (RH).

Since Am. Bitterns are very rare in s. California in summer,
the presence of 2 pairs in the Prado Basin near Corona during
June and July (LRH), one or two near Lakeview throughout
the summer (AMC), and one near Imperial Beach July 16
(GMcC) were of interest. Great Egrets are still on the increase
around Morro Bay, with up to 95 present in July along with
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but is yet to be proven. Two Virginia’s Warblers at the upper
end of Arrastre Cr., San Bernardino Mts., June 20 (REW) were
in an area that may be just in the process of being colonized.
Four N. Parulas were found, with a male in Villa Park, Orange
Co., June 13 (DRW), another male in Mission Viejo June 17
(GF), a 3rd male in Goleta July 14~Aug. 16 (TEW), and a female
there July 18-23 (PEL). Four Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s)
Warblers on Middle Peak of the Cuyamaca Mts., July 19 (REW)
were outside the species’ known breeding range. A singing
Hermit Warbler along Arrastre Cr., San Bernardino Mts., June
20 (REW), and single birds at Dawson Saddle and Buckhorn
Campground in the San Gabriel Mts., July 16 (KLG) & 28 (GB)
were all three in areas where small numbers undoubtedly nest
every summer; however, an immature on Middle Peak of the
Cuyamaca Mits., July 19 (REW) was probably a very early fall
migrant. A & Blackpoll Warbler near Imperial Beach July 15-
16 (REW) was the first to be found in s. California in July.
Single Black-and-white Warblers, rare in summer, were in Villa
Park June 13 (LRH) and Goleta July 14-Aug. 27 (TEW). An Am.
Redstart, also rare at this time of year, was in Carlsbad June
27 (HK). Two to three MacGillivray’s Warblers on Black Mt.
in the San Jacinto Mts. throughout June (RMcK) were un-
doubtedly nesting. Three Hepatic Tanagers on Clark Mt., May
28 (HG) and three to four along Arrastre Cr., San Bernardino
Mts., during June (MAP) were at known nesting localities. An
amazing 30-40 pairs of Summer Tanagers summered at
S.F.K.R.P. (SL) and 3-4 pairs summered in Victorville (S]M),
but a fernale in Santa Barbara July 29-Aug. 30 (VC) and a male
in Julian, San Diego Co., June 22-24 (GJ]) were both far from
known breeding localities. Two N. Cardinals at Laguna Dam
June 21-July 2 (RH) gave us only the 2nd record for this area
of California. A & Rose-breasted Grosbeak in San Diego June
16 (AZ) was the only one reported this summer. Five & Indigo
Buntings at the S.F.K.R.P. throughout the period (SL) and an-
other in the Prado Basin June 19 (MAP) appeared to be on
breeding territories, but one in Ojai June 17 (RJM) and another
in Mill Creek June 10 (HC) were probably late spring vagrants.
Three 8 Rufous-crowned Sparrows in Cedar Canyon, e. San

Bernardino Co., May 10 (SFB) and an adult seen feeding young
in nearby Mid Hills May 23 (EAC) were undoubtedly of the
race scottii, only recently found in this area. A White-crowned
Sparrow present in the Prado Basin from the winter remained
until the remarkable date of July 2 (LRH); another at Bluff L.
in the San Bernardino Mts., June 21 (REW) was in an area
where nesting is possible. A ¢ Bobolink at Harper Dry L., San
Bernardino Co., June 6 (EAC) was a late spring vagrant. Again
small numbers of Bronzed Cowbirds were found summering
in Brawley with young being fed by orioles in June (CGE). A
& N. (Baltimore) Oriole present in Bakersfield June 9+ (RC) was
one of very few found summering in California. Four Red
Crossbills, a highly erratic species, were seen in the San Ber-
nardino Mts., June 20 (REW). The presence of five Pine Siskins,
including one juvenile, on Middle Peak of the Cuyamaca Mts.,
July 19 (REW) gave us our first indication of nesting in San
Diego County.
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