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An Oriental Greenfinch in Arcata Dec. 5+ (JCS, {JLD,
DR, {SFB, tJML, {GMcC, {]JM, m.ob.) was a first for the
contiguous United States. It generated national interest,
as this species had previously been recorded only in the
outer Aleutians, where there are about 10 records of
migrants. Its relatively large size, combined with a broad
facial stripe, broad posterior supercilium, and bold white
edges to the tertials were characteristic of the northern-
most race, kawarahiba. All Aleutian specimens have
been attributed to that race as well. The literature is
somewhat contradictory, but most sources indicate that
kawarahiba migrates S to Japan and occasionally to Tai-
wan, so a vagrant in North America might be expected
to winter as far s. as Arcata. Apparently the species is
rare in captivity in California and Japan ( fide L.F. Bap-
tista, fide JLD), but we have heard rumors that cage-bred
individuals of this species were released in the Okanagan
Valley in British Columbia ( fide R. Odear). Preliminary
investigations suggest that captive Oriental Greenfinches
are not kawarahiba, but more research is needed in view
of the lack of records between the outer Aleutians and
California. However, this was an unusually good season
for Siberian strays along the West Coast, and the Oriental
Greenfinch might have been part of a general pattern
which brought Brown Shrike and Rustic Bunting (in
Washington) to the West Coast.

CORRIGENDUM — Vaux’s Swifts were over Santa Cruz Jan.
21, not Feb. 21 (AB 40:326).
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