SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION

Guy McCaskie

his was a very mild winter with less than the average

amount of rainfall. An exciting variety of unexpected
bird species was found, including a number returning from
previous winters.

ABBREVIATIONS — N.E.S.S. = north end of the Salton Sea,
Riverside Co.; S.E.S.S. = south end of the Salton Sea, Imperial
County. As virtually all rarities found in southern California are
seen by numerous observers, only the observer initially identifying
the bird is included. Documentation is on file with the California
Bird Records Committee (c/o Don Roberson, 282 Grove Acre, Pa-
cific Grove, CA 93950) for all rarities listed in this report, and
records submitted without documentation are not published.

LOONS THROUGH STORK — A Pacific Loon, casual in-
land, was on L. Isabella, Kern Co., Feb. 12 (KH), a 2nd was on
L. Cachuma, Santa Barbara Co., Feb. 10-Mar. 9 (PEL), one was
on Silverwood L., San Bernardino Co., Dec. 8 (CMcG), up to
two were on L. Perris, Riverside Co., Dec. 14-Feb. 23 (RMcK),
one was on L. Havasu, San Bernardino Co., Feb. 14 (RMcK),
and another was on Castaic L., Los Angeles Co., Jan. 24. A
Horned Grebe on a small pond in California City Feb. 28 (MOC)
was unexpected, since most found inland in winter are fre-
quenting the large freshwater lakes and reservoirs. A Red-
necked Grebe in Ventura Dec. 15-18 (KK) was the only one
reported.
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Counts of up to 30,000 Am. White Pelicans made during
aerial surveys of the Salton Sea in January (RMcK) clearly show
this to be a major wintering locality for this species, particularly
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Trabuco Nov. 28-Jan. 18 (JLD), at L. Henshaw Jan. 3-11 (DK),
and at S.E.S.S., Jan. 31 (RHi), along with two near Oxnard Jan.
11 (JSR) and two to four near Lakeview Dec. 12 (RMcK). Six
to 10 Chestnut-collared Longspurs were present on the Plano
Trabuco Nov. 28-Mar. 15 (JLD), one was at Harper Dry Lake
Jan. 19 (MAP), eight to 10 were near Lakeview Dec. 12-14
(RMcK), three were at L. Cuyamaca in the San Diego County
mountains Feb. 8 (JO’B), and 30 were at S.E.S.S., Mar. 1 (REW).

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH FINCHES — Yellow-headed
Blackbirds are rare and local along the coast, particularly so
in winter, hence 30 near Pt. Mugu all winter (RJM), 100 near
Irvine Jan. 30 (RRV), and five near Oceanside Feb. 28 (JO’B)
were of interest. A ¢ Rusty Blackbird near Oceanside Feb. 22—
Mar. 20 (GMcC) was one of fewer than one dozen ever to be
found wintering along the s. California coast. Great-tailed
Grackles continued to reach the coast with one at Upper New-
port Bay Jan. 4 (HL]), another at San Elijo Lagoon Feb. 10-11
(RP), and up to five near Imperial Beach during December (RM).
A & Bronzed Cowbird associating with thousands of ‘“black-
birds” at a dairy near Oceanside Feb. 28-Mar. 8 (JO’B) was an
immature moulting into ad. plumage, and had undoubtedly
been present all winter. This species is a rare summer visitor
to extreme s.e. California, and is expanding its range with va-
grants recorded from as far w. as Whittier and Jacumba, but
was previously unrecorded along the immediate coast, and
had never before been found in winter.

An Orchard Oriole, considered a very rare winter visitor to
California, was at Pt. Dume Dec. 21-Jan. 1 (KLG), three more
were in the Newport-Irvine area Nov. 22-Feb. 1 (RoH, RRV),
and a 5th was in Coronado Dec. 20-Feb. 16 (EC), to give us an
average number for this time of year. Nine Hooded Orioles
along the coast were more than expected, one in Redlands
throughout the period (RMcC) was at an unusual location, but
single birds near N.E.S.S., Feb. 14 (HAG) and in Brawley Jan.
14 (JLD) were in an area where small numbers may prove to
be regular in winter. Six of the 75+ N. Orioles found wintering
along the coast were of the e. race galbula. Away from the
extreme w. edge of the s. deserts (e.g., Morongo Valley and
particularly Anza Borrego Desert Park), where small numbers

of Scott’s Orioles regularly winter, five were found in the Santa
Barbara area Oct. 24-Jan. 15 (PEL) and another was near Irvine
Dec. 21 (HLJ).

A flock of 200+ Rosy Finches found frequenting a bird feeder
in the small community of Aspendell w. of Bishop Mar. 15
(TEW) could well have wintered locally. A few finches were
dispersed through the lowlands as indicated by 15 Purple
Finches in Brawley Jan. 24 (RHi) and 60 Cassin’s Finches in
Whitewater Canyon Feb. 25-28 (DCH). Evening Grosbeaks
continued to attract attention with 40 on Mt. Palomar Feb. 9
(KW) and up to 20 in the Laguna Mts., Jan. 2-18 (BMcC) being
the southernmost, apart from a single female in Plaster City,
Imperial Co., Feb. 1 (RHi).

CONTRIBUTORS (County coordinators in boldface) — Ro-
seanne Abnett (RAb), Jonathan K. Alderfer, Brooks Allen, Roy Arn
(RAT1), Chris D. Benesh, Louis Bevier, Allyn Bissell, Charles & Eileen
Bowen, Jean Brandt, Eugene A. Cardiff (San Bernardino Co.), Mark
O. Chichester (Kern Co.), Rick Clements, Elizabeth Copper (San
Diego Co.), Alan M. Craig, Art & Janet Cupples, Brian E. Daniels,
Laverne Drake, Jon L. Dunn, Tom M. Edell (San Luis Obispo Co.),
Claude G. Edwards, Paul Enger, Rick Frost, Gary Fugle, Kimball
L. Garrett (Los Angeles Co.), Helen A. Green, Rick Hallowell (RiH),
Robb Hamilton (RoH), Keith Hansen, David C. Hatch, Karen & Jim
Havlena, Loren R. Hays, Roger Higson (RHi), Beverly Hodges,
Charles Hood, H. Lee Jones, Ray K. Kellman, Ted Kinchloe, Dave
King, Richard Klauke, Karl Krause, Chris Lassen, Paul E. Lehman
(Santa Barbara Co.), Joan E. Lentz, Mike J. Lippsmeyer, Bill
McCoslund (BMcC), Chet McGaugh (CMcG), Robert McKernan
(RMcK—Riverside Co.), Curtis A. Marantz, Tony Metcalf, Steve
Mludinov, Randy J. Moore, Roger Muscat, Bob Neuwirth, John
O’Brien (JO’B), Jerry Oldenettel, Joy Parkinson, Michael A. Patton,
Robert Patton, Cliff Peterson, Phil Pryde, Sylvia Ranney-Gallagher
(SRG), Hugh Ranson, Jim S. Royer (Ventura Co.), Larry Salata (LaS),
Luis Santaella (LuS), Rick Saval, Brad Schram, Gregory P. Smith,
Kevin Spencer, Guy Tingos, Richard R. Veit, Ken Weaver, Richard
E. Webster, Douglas R. Willick (Orange Co.), Tom E. Wurster,
Kevin J. Zimmer. An additional 75+ observers who could not be
individually acknowledged submitted reports this season.—GUY
MCcCASKIE, San Diego Natural History Museum, Balboa Park,
P.O. Box 1390, San Diego, CA 92112.
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