MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION

Kurt F. Campbell, Richard A. Erickson, and
Stephen F. Bailey

ryness continued, with mildly drought-like conditions

beginning to show, especially in the interior. Sierra
snowpack was very light. A widespread migration ‘push’
was noted May 4-7. Reports in sum hinted that while mi-
gration timing was average to late, breeding in landbirds
was early. There was little comment on total numbers of
migrants, except for warblers, said to be scarce. The vagrant
season was one of the poorest in 14 years. It seems that the
combination of late migration and few vagrants leads to
fewer reports than otherwise, rather than negative reports
or comments; observers mistakenly assume they are simply
missing “goodies” others are finding.

After providing us with the excellent Monterey Birds,
Don Roberson is trying hard to make it out-of-date; with
R.E. Roberson, he intensively surveyed the Carmel River
Valley this May, producing a thick report and much valu-
able data (a few highlights are included here).

Seawatches were conducted on 38 mornings February
26 to May 31 at ElJarro Point, 1.5 miles northwest of Dav-
enport, Santa Cruz County. A total of 72 species of water-
birds was recorded in 71.8 hours (DLSu).

ABBREVIATIONS — C.B.R.C. = California Bird Records
Committee; C.V. = Central Valley; O.S.P. = Open Space Preserve;
S.F. = San Francisco; S.W.M.A. = State Wildlife Management Area;
ph. = photo on file with the Regional Editors. Italicized names refer
to counties. All records from Palomarin, Marin, and S.E. Farallon
I. (hereafter F.I), S.F., should be credited to Point Reyes Bird Ob-
servatory (P.R.B.0O.). References to the Gull refer to Golden Gate
Audubon Society’s publication, whose observation column is
written by Helen Green. Most such records were originally reported
to Joseph Morlan for the N. California Rare Bird Alert.

LOONS THROUGH FRIGATEBIRDS — Loons passingEl
Jarro Pt., Santa Cruz, included 2713 Red-throateds (7% of
identified loons), 34,059 Pacifics (88%), 2014 Commons (5%),
and 1540 unidentified loons (DLSu). The peak period was Apr.
19 to May 21. Yellow-billed Loons were seen at Eureka Mar.
10-11 (FJB, GSL, tLPL) and 2-3 mi off Monterey Mar. 28 ({DEQ,
DLSh). Red-necked Grebes continued to be scarce, with only
17 reported, including seven at Sea Ranch, Sonoma, Mar. 29
(IML). Eared Grebes were, unexpectedly, virtually absent
throughout Tulare and e. Fresno (RHG). Soquel Cove, Santa
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Cruz, was a major staging area for Aechmophorus grebes Apr.
21-May 30 (DLSu). The W. Grebe count there peaked at over
8100 Apr. 30, and over 2050 were still there May 30. Clark’s
Grebes peaked at about 540 May 20, when they represented
30% of those identified, and 258 remained May 30.

Continuing the return of Short-tailed Albatross to our wa-
ters, a first-year bird was seen 20 mi w. of Cypress Pt., Monterey,
Apr. 18 (1DGA). At El Jarro Pt., counts totalled 43 Black-footed
Albatrosses Mar. 14 to May 31 and one Laysan Albatross Mar.
24 ({DLSu). Three Laysans were reported offshore Princeton
Harbor, San Mateo, Mar. 14 (To]), and another was offshore
Monterey Apr. 5 (D. & N. Lemon, fide DLSh). A white-bodied
albatross that sailed over Crescent City Mar. 6 (JAR) was prob-
ably the same one scoped from nearby Pt. Saint George later
the same day (fADB).

Northern Fulmars remained scarce except for 100 at and
beyond Cordell Bank, Marin, Mar. 29 (SFB, KFC). About 100
Pterodroma petrels, all believed to be Solander’s Petrels, seen
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